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ABSTRACT
T his s tu d y  i s  devo ted  to  a r h e t o r i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  of* th e  
sp eak in g  o f  James Abram G a r f ie ld ,  tw e n t ie th  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  
U nited  S ta te s *  G a r f ie ld ,  a c t iv e  In  sp eak in g  p u b l ic ly  f o r  
some t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  p a r t i c i p a t e d  In  f iv e  a re a s  o f  American 
o r a to r y t  p u l p i t ,  b a r ,  stum p, l e g i s l a t i v e  assem bly , and 
p o l i t i c a l  conven tion*  I t  seemed a d v is a b le ,  in  o rd e r  to  
av o id  a s u p e r f i c i a l  o r  su rv ey  ty p e  o f  a n a ly s i s ,  to  l im i t  
th e  s tu d y  to  th e  p e r io d  o f  1876 to  i8 6 0 , the  y e a rs  d u rin g  
w hich G a r f ie ld  was th e  reco g n ized  R epub lican  le a d e r  In th e  
House o f  R e p re se n ta tiv e s*
The p r in c ip a l  p rim ary  so u rce s  a v a i la b le  fo r  the  stu d y  
were th e  G a r f ie ld  P a p e rs* depos i t e d  in  th e  M anuscrip t B iv ls  ion  
o f  th e  L ib ra ry  o f  Congress in  W ashington, C. This e x te n ­
s iv e  c o l l e c t io n  o f  some two hundred volumes c o n ta in s  C c r f ie Id f s 
p u b lic  u t te r a n c e s ,  speech o u t l i n e s ,  w r i t te n  a d d re s s e s , manu­
s c r i p t  Journal*  and p e rso n a l n o te s  on f in a n c e , t a r i f f  and the 
E le c to r a l  Commission* The c o l le c t io n  a ls o  in c lu d e s  hundreds 
o f  l e t t e r s ,  p am p h le ts , new spaper c l ip p in g s , and m a te r ia l  
which G a r f ie ld  accum ulated  in  p re p a r in g  h is  speeches*
The in v e s t ig a t io n  employs the  custom ary r h e to r i c a l  and 
h i s t o r i c a l  method* In  t h i s  s tu d y  th e  s p e a k e r ^  background, 
Id e a s , and r h e to r i c a l  p h ilo so p h y  a re  exam ined. An a n a ly s is  
i s  made o f  methods o f speech p r e p a r a t io n ,  o f  speech  arrangem ent,
iv
V
o f  s t y l e ,  o f  d e l Iv o ry , and f i n a l l y  o f  o v e r - a l l  e f f e c t iv e n e s s .
G a r f ie ld  mad© a s e r io u s  s tu d y  o f  th e  a r t  o f  sp e ak in g ,
H© th o u g h t th e  s u b je c t  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  im portance to  p rep a re  
and d e l i v e r  a s e r i e s  o f  le c tu r e s  on .rh e to r ic #  His r h e to r i c a l  
p h ilo so p h y  was p r im a r i ly  c l a s s i c a l ;  and judged by modern 
s ta n d a rd s ,  i t  was fu n d am en ta lly  sound# G a r f ie ld  c o n s id e re d  
r h e to r i c  a p r a c t i c a l  a r t .  He d id  n o t f a l l  in to  th e  e r r o r  o f  
©vereraphas i s  ing  ” te ch n iq u e s  #"
G a r f ie ld  r e a d  w ise ly  and s e l e c t i v e ly  and p o sse sse d  
a b i l i t y  to  g r a s p  q u ic k ly  th© p e r t in e n t  m a tte r  o f the  p r in te d  
p ag e , H© was tho rough  and d i l i g e n t  In  speech  p r e p a ra t io n .
He r e l i e d  c h ie f ly  on e th i c a l  p ro o f  and lo g ic a l  p ro o f  fo r  h i s  
l e g i s l a t i v e  sp eech es , but he in c lu d ed  more em otiona l p ro o f 
f o r  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  ad d resses*  G a r f ie ld ’ s Journa l  and h is  
speeches in d ic a te  th a t  he c o n s id e re d  th e  m a tte r  o f  a r ra n g ­
in g  m a te r ia l  an  im p o rtan t f a c to r  in  s u c c e s s fu l  speech  making* 
A com plete e v a lu a t io n  of G a r f ie ld ’ s o r a l  s t y l e  was no t 
attem pted#  However, e x i s t in g  te x ts  su g g e s t th a t  G a r f ie ld ’ s 
s ty le  in  th e  p e r io d  o f  1876 to  i 860 was c l e a r ,  c o n c ise , and 
more b u s in e s s - l ik e  th a n  declam atory# Y et, G a r f ie ld ’s s ty l e  
n ev er ach iev ed  the  beau ty  th a t  was th e  p ro v in ce  o f  W ebster, 
n o r d id  h i s  s t y l e  show th e  warm em otiona l ap p ea l o f  W illiam  
Jenn ings B ryan, o r  th e  s im p l ic i ty  and power c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f 
L in c o ln , G a r f ie ld  used language e f f e c t iv e ly ,  b u t he was 
n o t a g r e a t  s t y l i s t .  I f  contem porary te stim o n y  is  c o r r e c t ,  
he was dynamic and e f f e c t iv e  In  d e liv e ry #  He p o sse ssed  a
v i
u n ique a b i l i t y  to  judge th e  tem per o f  an au d ie n c e , w hether a 
mob in  New fo rk ,  an assem bly in  W ashington, Eu G*, a n a t io n a l  
p o l i t i c a l  c o n v e n tio n , o r  an aud ience  o f  fa rm ers on th e  W estern 
Heserve*
INTRODUCTION
Chauneey M* Depew s t a t e d  t h a t  Janes Abram G a r f ie ld  was 
11 th e  m ost s c h o la r ly  and b e s t  ©quipped s ta te sm a n  o f  h is  tim e 
♦ * * th e  b e s t  d e b a te r  in  th e  s t r o n g e s t  o f  d e l ib e r a t iv e  b o d ie s , 
th e  le a d e r  o f  h i s  p a r ty  and th e  C h ie f  M a g is tra te  o f  f i f t y  
m il l io n s  o f  peop le  b e fo re  he was f i f t y  y e a rs  o f  age**1'*
W ill lam McKinley s a id  o f  him : n Always s t ro n g , he was s tro n g ­
e s t  on h is  f e e t ,  a d d re s s in g  th e  House, o r ,  from  the  ro s tru m ,
»2th e  assem bled  peop le*  B* V. Sm alley ex p ressed  th i s  o p in io n  
o f  G a r f i e ld :  "Taking one campaign w ith  a n o th e r , and on©
is s u e  w ith  a n o th e r , he w as, I  th in k ,  th e  b e s t  stump and p l a t -  
form  sp e a k e r  th e  R epub lican  p a r ty  had ." 3 John Sherman r e -  
marked: "Many o f  h i s  speeches may be  reg a rd ed  a s  models o f
e f f e c t iv e  e l o q u e n c e * James G. B la in e  th o u g h t, " I f  no 
o th e r  a u th o r i ty  w ere a c c e s s ib le ,  h is  ^ G a r f ie ld ’ s /  speeches 
in  the  House o f  R e p re se n ta tiv e s  from  December 1863, to  June
^Hon* Chauncey M* Depew, A ddress a t  th e  Memorial 
S e rv ic e  o f  Jam©a A* G a r f le ld . by th e  Grand Army o f  th e  R epublic 
a t  Chi eke r in g  H a ll ,  Sew York, Sep t  ember 2(5. ~ 8o1"T a  lb  a n y ; The 
P ress  Co *, l o 8i ) *
2
S en a te  M iscellaneous Document No * lOU. U-9 Cong*#
1 s e s a *« p* 2 9 *
3
E . V* Sm alley , " C h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  P re s id e n t G a r f ie ld ,"  
The C entury  M agazine, XXIII (December, 1881), 16*
^S en a te  M iscellaneous Document Mo. 10k, k2 Cong..,
1 a e a s ** p* 11#
2
i8 6 0 , would g iv e  a w e ll-c o n n e c te d  h i s to r y  * • • o f  the  im­
p o r ta n t  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f  th e  sev en teen  e v e n tfu l  y e a rs  th a t  
c o n s t i t u t e  h is  p a r lia m e n ta ry  l i f e . ^  A llow ing f o r  ex ag g era ­
t io n  o r  b i a s ,  th e  te s tim o n y  o f th e s e  co n tem p o ra rie s  in d ic a te s  
t h a t  G a r f ie ld  was w id e ly  known as a sp e a k e r  in  h is  day* W hile 
he w ro te  an o c c a s io n a l a r t i c l e  f o r  a m agaslne, he won th e  a t ­
te n t io n  o f  th e  n a t io n  th ro u g h  h ia  sp e e c h e s .
Few sp eak ers  in  American h i s t o r y  p a r t i c ip a t e d  as a c t iv e ly  
and s u c c e s s fu l ly  as d id  James A. G a r f ie ld  in  a l l  o f  th e se  f iv e  
a ren a s  o f  American o r a to r y t  p u l p i t ,  b a r ,  stum p, l e g i s l a t i v e  
assem bly , and p o l i t i c a l  co n v e n tio n . For a lm o st a decade 
G a r f ie ld  was a m in i s te r  f o r  th e  D is c ip le s  o f  C h r is t ,  and 
became f o r  a w h ile  one o f  t h e i r  le a d in g  p re a c h e rs  and de­
b a t e r s ;  he had  a s te ad y  and s u c c e s s fu l  p r a c t ic e  b e fo re  th e  
Supreme C ourt o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  f o r  over s ix te e n  y e a r s ;  
he was a c t iv e  in  ev e ry  c o n g re s s io n a l e l e c t io n  in  h is  own d is ­
t r i c t ,  ex cep t one, and e v e ry  n a t io n a l  cam paign, betw een 1863 
and i8 6 0 ; fo r  se v en teen  y e a rs  he spoke f re q u e n tly  in  th e  
U nited  S ta te s  House o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s , w inning  th e  le a d e r ­
sh ip  o f  h is  p a r ty  in  t h a t  assem bly; and he spoke to  R epublican  
p o l i t i c a l  co n v en tio n s on b o th  th e  s t a t e  and n a t io n a l  le v e l*
T h is  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i s  devoted  to  a r h e t o r i c a l  c r i t i c i s m  
o f  th e  speak ing  o f  James Abram G a r f ie ld ,  tw e n tie th  P re s id e n t 
o f  th e  U n ited  S t a t e s .  In  th i s  s tu d y  the  s p e a k e r 's  background
^  James G, B la in e , P o l i t i c a l  D isc u ss io n s . L e g is la t iv e . 
D ip lo m a tic , and P opu lar 1&$£>«1686 (Norwich, Conn.: The Henry
B i l l  P u b lish in g  Company, 1887) ,  p . 513.
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ideas*  and r h e t o r i c a l  |>M1©Sophy a re  examined* An a n a ly s is  
i s  g iv e n  o f  h i s  method o f  sp eech  p re p a ra tio n *  speech  arrange-* 
m ent, s ty le *  d e liv e ry *  and. f i n a l l y  an o v e r - a l l  e v a lu a t io n  o f  
h i s  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  as a speaker*
O a r f ie ld  was a c t iv e  in  sp eak in g  p u b l ic ly  f o r  some t h i r t y  
y ea rs*  I t  has seemed ad v isab le *  In  o rd e r  to  avo id  a super*  
f l c i a l  o r  su rv ey  ty p e  o f  p r e s e n ta t io n ,  to  l i m i t  th© s tu d y  to  
a g iv en  p e r io d  in  th e  o r a t o r 1 s l i f e *  The p e r io d  o f  1876 to  
i8 6 0  In  w hich G a r f ie ld  was th© re co g n ize d  R epublican  P a rty  
le a d e r  in  th e  House o f  R e p re se n ta tiv e s  has been chosen* Al­
though G a r f ie ld  sp en t some se v en te en  y e a rs  in  C ongress, i t  
was n o t u n t i l  James G* B la in e  moved to  the  S enate in  1876 
th a t  G a r f ie ld  became th© R epub lican  le a d e r  in  th e  low er house* 
•These y e a rs  ( I 876- IS 8G) were p ro b ab ly  the  moat d ram atic  fo u r 
y e a rs  o f  h i s  l i f e ,  s in c e  d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d  he a e t  th e  s tag e  
f o r  h i s  u l t im a te  n o m ina tion  to  th© P residency*
D uring t h i s  p e r io d  G a r f ie ld  made the  fo llo w in g  e ig h te e n  
m ajor sp eech es!
AMNESTY
Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House o f  R e p re s e n ta tiv e s , 
January  12 , 18?6*
klMEDk A. BOOTH1 HER LIFE AND CHARACTER
Address d e l iv e re d  a t  Hiram C o lleg e , Hiram, Ohio,
June 2 2 , 18?6.
THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND THE GOVERNMENT
Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House o f  R e p re s e n ta tiv e s , 
August I4, I 876.
CONGRESS AND PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
Speech d e l iv e re d  In  th e  House o f R e p re s e n ta tiv e s ,
January  16,  IQ77*
k*
COUNTING THE ELECTORAL VOTE
Speech d e l iv e re d  In  th e  House o f  R e p re s e n ta tiv e s , 
January  2$ , IS??*
PROPOSED REPEAL OF THE RESUMPTION LAW
Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th® House o f  R e p re s e n ta tiv e s , 
November 16 , 1877*
THE NEW SCHEME OF AMERICAN FINANCE
Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s , 
March 6 , 1878.
LINCOLN AND EMANCIPATION
Address d e l iv e re d  in  th e  H a ll o f  the House o f  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  F ebruary  1 2 , 18? 8 *
THE AMY AND THE PUBLIC PEACE
Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House o f  R e p re s e n ta tiv e s , 
May 21, 1878.
THE WOOD TARIFF BILL
Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House o f  R e p re s e n ta tiv e s , 
June J+, 1878 •
TEE PRESS
A ddress d e l iv e re d  b e fo re  th e  Ohio E d i to r i a l  A ssocia  
t io n  a t  C lev e lan d , Ohio, Ju ly  11, 1878*
HONEST MONEY
Speech d e l iv e re d  in  F a n e u ll H a ll ,  B oston ,
Septem ber 10, 1878*
SUSPENSION AND RESUMPTION OF SPECIE PAYMENTS 
A ddress d e l iv e re d  in  C hicago,
January  16,  1879#
THE SUGAR TARIFF
Speech d e l iv e re d  in  the  House o f R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  
F eb ruary  26 , 1879*
REVOLUTION IN CONGRESS
Speech d e l iv e re d  In  th e  House o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s , 
March 29 , l8 ? 9 .
THE REVIVED DOCTRINE OF STATE SOVEREIGNTY
Speech d e l iv e re d  In  th e  House o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s , 
June 27 , 1879.
OBEDIENCE TO LAW THE FIRST DUTY OF CONGRESS
Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House o f  R e p re s e n ta tiv e s , 
March 17, 1880.
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THE MMOCBATXC PARTY AID PUBLIC GPIIIGI 
Speech d e l iv e re d  in  C lev e lan d , Ohio*
October U ,  1879*®
These and o th e r  speeches a re  c o n s id e re d  in  th e  p re s e n t 
s tu d y  o f  G a r f ie ld ’s r h e t o r i c a l  method* A ll o f  th e  sp eech es , 
g iv e n  in  th e  p e r io d  from I 876- I 800 and p re se rv e d  among th e  
Car f i e l d  P ap e rs . were examined in  p re p a ra t io n  f o r  t h i s  
r h e t o r i c a l  t r e a t i s e *
C h ie f  among th e  p rim ary  so u rces  a v a i la b le  fo r  th e  s tu d y  
a re  th e  G a r f ie ld  P a p e rs , d e p o s ite d  in  th© M anuscrip t D iv is io n  
©f th© L ib ra ry  o f  Congress In W ashington, B# C* T h is exten** 
s iv e  c o l le c t io n  c o n ta in s  a w e a lth  o f  m a te r ia l  fo r  th e  s tu d e n t 
o f  p u b lic  a d d re ss  in te r e s te d  in  James Abram G arfie ld *  I t  
eon ta in s  an  o rd e r ly  arrangem ent o f  th© ** P u b lic  U tte ra n c e s11 
o f  G a r f ie ld  from 1852 to  1881* H is speech  o u t l in e s  as w e ll 
as a d d re s se s  w r i t t e n  o u t in  lo n g  hand were c a r e f u l ly  p ro -  
served*  Th© G a r f ie ld  Papers a ls o  c o n ta in  a m anuscrip t 
Jo u rn a l w hich I s  com plete f o r  th e  p e r io d  from 18?2-188I, 
w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  a s h o r t  tim e I n  1880* Among th e  Gar­
f i e l d  P apers a ls o  a re  h i s  n o te s  on f in a n c e , t a r i f f ,  th e  
E le c to r a l  Commission, and o th e r  s u b je c ts *  Many o f  th e se  
n o te s  were tak en  in  G a r f i e ld ’ s own handw riting*  In  a d d i t io n  
th e re  a re  p am p h le ts , new spaper c l ip p in g s ,  and o th e r  m a te r ia l  
which he accum ulated  In  p re p a r in g  h is  speeches*  In  t h i s  c o l­
l e c t i o n  th e re  a re  l e t t e r s  w hich G a rf ie ld  re c e iv e d  from 1852 
to  1881 and a l s o  l e t t e r s  which he s e n t  from 1868 to  1381*
These speeches are  found in* Burke A* H in sd a le , ©d*, 
The Works o f  J ames Abram G a r f ie ld  (B oston: James R, Osgood
and Company, 1 8 8 3 ) ,2  vo ls*
In the Hammeripfc d iv is io n  o f  the Library o f  Congress i s  
a second c o l le c t io n ,  the g ln c ^ J e ^ e r f l c ld  Papers* the eorre®* 
pondence between Burk® Aaron H insdale and Mtm®  Abram Oar f i e ld  
from 1662 to  1881# A largo  per fcicm o f  th in  m a ter ia l hat boon 
publ ished  in  the book GarfI©ld-?Un«daI© L etters*  e d ite d  w  
Hery L# Hinsdale#?
As a r e s u l t  o f  th e  demand f o r  b io g ra p h ie s  o f  G a r f ie ld  
fo llo w in g  hi® nom ination  to  th e  P re s id en cy  and M s e a a a ae i*  
n a t io n ,  s a v o rs !  books ap p ea red , In  g e n e ra l ,  th eee  b io g ra p h ie s  
were n e i th e r  c a r e f u l ly  p rep ared  n o r  e c h o la r ly *  However, th re e  
b io g ra p h ie s , w orthy o f  s p e c ia l  m en tion , a re s  J ,  B* Bundy1«
?hft Llf<at o f  Pen* Jaaa©® A* Bar f i e l d * S^eodora- C lark  % itfe«e 
The L ife  and L e t te r s  o f  G a r f ie ld  ( In  two volum es) and Robert
G ra n v ille  C a ld w e ll 's  James A, G a rfie ld *  f a r t y  Q hl© fta ln» The
8
f i r s t  o f  these b o oks, the o f f i c ia l  easipaiga biography, gives 
im p o rta n t f a c t s  co n ce rn in g  G a rfie ld * a  early  l i f e  and i s  e s­
p e c ia l ly  im p o rtan t b ecau se  the author had ac ce ss  to  so u rces  
no lo n g e r  a v a ila b le #  Theodor© Clark S m ith 's  work, w hich
appeared in  192$ ,  i s  th e  most e x te n s iv e  and, p ro b ab ly  th e
O
b e a t  o f  a l l  th e  G a r f ie ld  b io g ra p h ie s#  T h is work i s  more 
fa v o ra b le  to  Oar f i e l d  th a n  th e  m ost re c e n t b iography  w r i t t e n
?Itery  L, H in sd a le , ed* , G arfie ld -H In s  d a l 9 L e t te r s  {Ann 
Arbors U nivera i t y  o f  M ichigan F »9© 7T % 5T #
2 ®E* 0 a .rf.le l4  (Hew
01? *  a**l t S»,S&£ P &  f M  la m a m . & £ & ■ *Abram G a rfla lf l (Hew Havens T ale  u n lv e ra l ty  Pres® , b* 1925)#
2" v o le  •
8
York: A. 8 .  Barnoa
J .  8 .  Buwly. n>© L ire o£
«  *So • * 188617
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in  1931 by R obert G ra n v ille  C a ld w e ll. The l a s t  named
book* a lth o u g h  w e ll  w r i t t e n ,  does n o t compare w ith  S m ith 's
l a  tho roughness and e x te n s iv e n e s s .
As f a r  as th e  a u th o r  knew when th i s  s tu d y  was begun in
19W&# too s tu d y  on G a r f ie ld  e i t h e r  on th e  d o c to ra l  o r  m a s te r 's
l e v e l  had been  done in  the f i e l d  o f  sp eech . However, r e c e n t ly
a m a s te r 's  s tu d y  has been com pleted a t  th© U n iv e rs ity  o f Iowa
11w hich r e l a t e s  to  a phase o f  G a r f ie ld 's  speaking#
Below i s  a co n sp ec tu s  o f  th e  I*If© o f  James A. G a r f ie ld :
James A* G a r f ie ld :  A Conspectus
I 83I  B i r th  o f  James Abram G a rf ie ld
l3lj.8 Canal E xperience
1849 E n te red  Geauga Academy
I 8I4.9 Taught R ural School
1850 A sso c ia te d  w ith  D isc ip le s  o f  C h r is t
1850 E n te red  W estern Reserve E c le c t ic  I n s t i t u t e
1853 I n s t r u c to r  a t  Hiram — Began P reach ing
I 85I4. - I 856 W illiam s C o llege
18$6-1859 P r in c ip a l  o f  the  W estern R eserve E c le c t ic  I n s t i t u t e
1858 M arriage to  L u c re tia  Rudolph
1859 E le c te d  to  Ohio Senate
^ R o b e r t  G ra n v il le  C a ld w ell, James A. G a r f ie ld . P a r ty  
C h ie f ta in  (Hew Yorks Dodd, Mead & Company, 1931)*
^B erw yn  F ra n c is  C o l le n t in e ,  F a c to rs  C o n tr ib u tin g  to  
James A. G a r f i e ld 's  P u b lic  Speaking: ll lY y  T tJnpublished
M a s te r 's  T h e s is , U n Iv o rs ity  o f  Iowa, 1952)•
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1861 A dm itted to  the  Bar by S ta te  Supreme Court
1861*1862 C olonel o f  th e  F orty -S econd  Ohio
1862 E le c te d  to  0* S* Congress
1863 C h ie f o f  S t a f f ,  Army o f  th© Cumberland
1863 E n te rs  Congress a t  B equest o f  L in co ln
1863 M il i ta ry  A f f a i r s  Committee
1863 Reply to  Long
1865- 186? Committee on Ways and Means
1866 Campaign and R e -e le c t io n
186? Chairman o f  M il i ta ry  A f f a i r s  Committee
1867*1871 S tru g g le  f o r  F in a n c ia l  L eadersh ip
1868 Campaign f o r  G rant
1869 Chairman Committee on Currency and Banking
1871*1875 Chairman o f  Committee on A p p ro p ria tio n s
1872-187^ C re d it  M o b ilie r , S a la ry  G rab, and Be G oIyer 
Pavement S candals
1876 Ranking M in o rity  Member o f Ways and Means 
Committee
18?6 R eply to  H i l l
1876 R eply to  Lamar
1876*1877 V is i t in g  S tatesm an and E le c to r a l  Commission
1877-1880 M in o rity  Leader
1879 U* 3* S en a to r  E le c t
1880 Nominated f o r  P re s id e n t
1880 Campaign and E le c t io n
1881 C o n te s t w ith  Conkling
1881 Ju ly  2 , The Tragedy
1881 Septem ber 19, D eath o f  James A* G a rf ie ld
CHAPTER I  
THE SPEAKER*S BACKGROUND
EARLY TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE
In flu e n c e  o f  Home and E lem entary S choo l. When James A*
G a r f ie ld  was o n ly  e ig h te e n  months o ld , and b e fo re  th e  l i t t l e
Ohio farm  on which he l iv e d  was e i t h e r  pa id  f o r  o r c le a re d ,
1h is  fam ily  was the  v ic tim  o f  a tra g e d y . His f a th e r  fought 
a f o r e s t  f i r e  In  an e f f o r t  to  save th e  sm all crop  from des­
t r u c t io n *  The e f f o r t  was s u c c e s s fu l ,  b u t th e  e ld e r  G a r f ie ld
caugh t co ld  and a t  th e  ad v ice  o f  a d o c to r  ’’pu t a b l i s t e r  around
o
h is  t h r o a t 1* and choked to  d ea th  as a r e s u l t*  Before th i s  
tra g e d y , th© s t ru g g le  f o r  e x is te n c e  was h ard  enough, b u t a f t e r ­
wards i t  was even w orse. B. A. H insdale sa y s , ’’th a t  f ie r c e  
s t r u g g le  fo r  v ery  l i f e  was James A .*s f i r s t  school."*^
G a rfie ld * s  m other and e le v e n -y e a r-o ld  Thomas, the o ld e s t  
o f  the  fo u r G a r f ie ld  c h i ld re n ,  co u rageously  ra n  th e  farm land
kmanaged to keep th e  fam ily  to g e th e r .  I t  Is  p robab ly  im possi­
b le  to  overem phasize th© im p o rtan t r o le  G a r f ie ld 's  mother
^B. A. H in sd a le , The L ife  and C h a ra c te r  of James A, 
G a r f ie ld  (Pam phlet, in 'L ib r a r y  o fH S m greas, p u b lish e d  lS 7 o ) . 
( r e f e r r e d  to  h e r e a f t e r  as H in sd a le , l i f e  and C h a ra c te r )
M. Bundy, The L ife  o f  Gen. James A* G a rf ie ld  (Hew 
York: A. S . Barnes & <io., 18807, p . 9«
In 3dale , L ife  and C h a ra c te r .
^Theodore Clark© Sm ith, The L ife  and L e tte r s  o f  James 
Abram G a r f ie ld  (New Haven: Yale U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , c . 19257*
I ,  9 -1 0 .
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p la y e d  in  th e  e a r ly  e due a t ion o f  th e  fu tu re  o ra to r*  She was
very  r e l i g i o u s ,  and the  un tim ely  d ea th  o f  h er husband p ro b ab ly
in t e n s i f i e d  t h i s  zea l*  “I t  i s  said,** rem arks Georg© F* H oar,
11 th e r e  were two th in g s  w ith  whieh h is  m other was a s p e c ia l ly
f a m i l ia r ,  — th e  B ib le , and th e  rude b a l la d s  o f  th e  war o f
1812**5 she re a d  th e  B ib le  c o p io u s ly  and in te r s p e r s e d  her
l e t t e r s  w ith  B ib l ic a l  say in g s*  She took th e  ta sk  o f  m olding
th e  l i f e  o f  h e r  c h i ld re n  se r io u s ly *  Bundy sa y s :
The Widow G a r f ie ld  was a g re a t  B ib le  re a d e r  and ta u g h t h e r  
c h ild re n  to  read  i t .  She w alked r e g u la r ly  to her " D is c ip le s 1* 
m eetin g -h o u se , th re e  m iles  away, ev e ry  Sunday fo r  y e a rs , and 
took th e  c h i ld re n  w ith  her*  L a te r  a church was o rg an ized  in  
the l i t t l e  schoo l-house  on h e r  land* In  a l l  ways she im pressed 
r e l ig io u s  t r u t h  on h e r c h i ld re n .  « . * Anything th a t  approached 
im purity  o f l i f e  and speech  in  any d e g re e , was h a te f u l  to  h er 
beyond ex p ress io n *
“The dynamic fo rc e s  th a t  were to take  him o u t of the range o f  
a l l  p re v io u s  Gar f i e  I d s ,"  Bundy f u r th e r  s t a t e s ,  “la y  c o i le d  up 
in  th e  f i n e ,  s e n s i t i v e ,  r e l ig io u s  n a tu re  o f  h is  mother***^ 
G a r f ie ld  e n te re d  sch o o l a t  th e  age of th r e e .  In  h is  
f i r s t  sch o o l th e  p u p i ls  s a t  on s p l i t  logs in  a b u ild in g  th a t  
was p ro b ab ly  ty p ic a l  o f  th e  f r o n t i e r  a t th a t  tim e . The young 
s tu d en t re c e iv e d  an award a t th© end of th e  schoo l y ea r  fo r  
“being  the  b e s t  r e a d e r  in  h is  c la s s  o f  l i t t l e  b o y s .11? Proba­
b ly  because of th e  p a r t i c u l a r  prom ise he had shown a t an 
e a r ly  age, he was s e le c te d  as th e  member o f  th e  fam ily  th a t
^George F. Hoar, James Abram G a rf ie ld  (B oston:
Houghton, M if f l in ,  and Company, 1352), p • 19*
^Bundy, pp* 13, 5 .
^ I b ld . . p , 7 ,
I I
m m t  b e  educated*  B a r f ie ld  s tu d ie d  c a r e f u l ly  and m astered  
th o ro u g h ly  th e  few books a t  h i s  d is p o s a l d u rin g  b i s  e lem en ta ry  
sc h o o l days* He v i r t u a l l y  memorised P ik e ’ s a r ith m e tic *  
W ebster’ s s p e l l in g  book, th e  E n g lish  H eader, and Kirkham1a 
grammar, and re a d  w ith  s t im u la te d  im ag in a tio n  Robinson Crusoe 
and o th e r  books o f  th e  sea* Me s tu d ie d  Goodrich*s H is to ry  o f  
th e  U n ited  S ta te s  so e a g e r ly  and c o n s c ie n tio u s ly  th a t  he was 
s a id  to  be a b le  to  quo te  i t  co p io u s ly  in  h is  l a t e r  l i f e *  He 
a ls o  s tu d ie d  an o ld  copy o f  Josephus w ith  g re a t  care#^
The re a d in g  in  h i s  y o u th fu l y ea rs  o f  books r e l a t i n g  to  
th e  sea  must have made a deep im p ressio n  on th e  mind o f  t&Le 
young s tu d e n t*  At th e  age o f  sev en teen  he went to  C leveland  
w ith  th e  in te n t io n  o f  becoming a s a i l o r ;  b u t f a l l i n g  to  se cu re  
such a job* he g ained  employment on a c a n a l b o a t and was the  
d r iv e r  o f  th e  h o rse s  on th e  towpath* He was fo rced  to  q u i t  
th e  o an a l when he became s ic k  w ith  m a la r ia ,  and 021 h is  re co v e ry  
h la  m other p ersuaded  him to  r e tu r n  to  sch o o l In s te a d  o f  going 
to  sea*^  G a r f ie ld ’ s love  fo r  th e  s e a , h i s  d e s i r e  to  be a 
s a i l o r ,  and the  f re q u e n t u se  in  h is  speeches o f m etaphors 
r e l a t i n g  to  th e  ocean in d ic a te  th a t  th© e a r ly  re a d in g  abou t 
th e  sea  made an in d e l ib le  Im p rin t on him*
Geauga Academy* In  March iSl^p# G a r f ie ld ,  w ith  two o f  
h is  c o u s in s , e n te re d  Geauga Academy, a Free W ill B a p t is t
^B obert G ra n v ille  C a ld w ell, James A* G a r f ie ld ,  P a rty  
C h ie f t la n  (Mew York: Mead & Comp any, T®3T) > pp * 13 **1̂ »
? 3m ith , I ,  25 , 27*
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I n s t i tu t io n *  lo c a te d  n ear th© c a n te r  o f  C h es te r  tow nsh ip . 
Geauga was one o f th e  l a r g e r  academ ies on th e  W estern Reserve* 
Hie c h i e f  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  Academy was fo re n s ic  a c t iv i ty #  On 
August 2 8 , l8i|-9# h® had h is  f i r s t  d eha te  o f  w hich h© re c o rd s  
as fo llo w s : ”$pok© in  Z efceleth ian  S o c ie ty  on th e  fo llo w in g
q u e s t io n :  * Are th e  causes th a t  te n d  to  s t r e n g th e n  g r e a t e r  
th an  th o se  w hich ten d  to  d is s o lv e  the  American Union?**
On September !{., he w ro te : wSpoke in  lyceum ©n th e  a f f i rm a tiv e
o f  the fo llo w in g  q u e s t io n :  * Would th e  e x c lu s io n  o f  fo re ig n
a r t i c l e s  to  encourage home m anufactu rers  conduce to  p u b lic  
wealth?* Had a good tlm©.*1̂
R e lig io u s  s u b je c ts  were f re q u e n tly  d eba ted  a t  th e  Geauga 
Academy# On one o ccasio n  G a r f ie ld  w ro te :
I  have engaged to  su p p o rt in  d eba te  th e  fo llo w in g  pro* 
p o s i t io n ;  v iz * , th a t  C h r is t ia n s  have no r i g h t  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  
in  human governm ents* • * . I t  c r e a te s  some excitem ent#
Never mind* I  lo v e  a g i ta t io n  and in v e s t ig a t io n  and g lo ry  
In defen d in g  unpopular t r u t h  a g a in s t popu lar e r ro r*  I t  
looks to  me l i k e  s e rv in g  two m asters  to  p a r t i c ip a t e  in  th e  
a f f a i r s  o f  government ^ i i e h  i s  p o in t  b la n k  opposed to  th e  
C h r is t ia n  {as a l l  human ones must n e c e s s a r i ly  b e ) *12
Among th© G a r f ie ld  Papers th e re  I® a r e p o r t  o f  a s o c ie ty  
m eeting w r i t t e n  in  p e n c il  and e n t i t l e d  "Geauga Seminary*s
J-^L ette r w r i t te n  by G a r f ie ld  to  Board o f  T ru s te e s , 
Geauga Sem inary, d a te d  Hiram, 0#, May 8 , 1867# Corydon SU 
F u l le r ,  R em inlscenaes o f  James A* G a r f ie ld  (C in c in n a t i :  
Standard P ublish ing Co#, 1867)#~P* 2 . ( r e f e r r e d  to  h e r e a f t e r  
as R em inlscenses o f  James A# G a r f ie ld ) »
H q u o te d  in  Sm ith, I, 29*3^*
12Ib id *. p . 3 9 .
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R h e to r ic * !  B x a r e i s e . " ^  I t  b e g in ss  "Wed. O ct. 1850. A fte r
th e  m eeting  was c a l le d  to  o rd e r  by th e  P re s id e n t * * • Palmer 
spoke on th e  Aff« in  r e p ly  to a speech  o f  mine d e l iv e re d  two 
weeks ago , s u b je c t :  »Do th e  works of n a tu re  te a c h  any id ea
o f  God? 1 I  re p lie d *  Some c o r re c t io n s  on g e s tu re s  »** This 
r e p o r t  a ls o  re v e a ls  th a t  s e v e ra l  s tu d e n ts  p a r t i c ip a te d  in  
th e  program* One member gave an " o r ig in a l11 on "h iv e  fo r  
Som ething*1 and a n o th e r  on th e  s u b je c t  o f  11 Slavery*® S ev e ra l 
e ssay s  w ere rea d  on a wide v a r ie ty  o f s u b je c ts ,  In c lu d in g s  
" I  Gm*t,®  "A Smile,® “Human F ra i l ty ,®  “The End o f  Time,® 
“E d u c a tio n ,* “A ttack  pn X erxes1 Camp," and " P i t t 1® Reply to  
S i r  H ebert W alpo le ," Be fo r e each  one o f  th e s e  t i t l e s  I s  th e  
s tu d e n t1s name and th e  word, "Select*®  The l a t t e r  i s  p ro b ab ly  
an a b b re v ia t io n  f o r  s e le c t io n *  This r e p o r t  was w r i t te n  in  
p e n c i l  o v e r  100 y e a rs  ago , and some p a r t s  o f  i t  have faded  
and are  n o t now le g ib le *  I t  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  to  th e  r h e to r i c a l  
c r i t i c  because i t  in d ic a te s  t h a t  th e  l i t e r a r y  s o c ie ty  a t  
Geauga was a c t iv e  a t  th e  tim e G a r f ie ld  was a s tu d e n t*
A lso a t Geauga Academy th e  f u tu r e  c o n g re ss io n a l d e b a te r  
had h is  f i r s t  e x p e rie n ce  in  o r ig in a l  o ra to ry *  Of th i s  oc­
cas io n  he w ro te : "Mar 23 com mitted o r ig in a l  b e fo re  9 th e n
went to  th e  chapel*  • • * Confess th a t  my knees trem bled  a 
l i t t l e * ® ^  G a r f ie ld  speaks o f t h i s  o ccasio n  l a t e r  sa y in g ,
^ G a r f ie ld  P apers ( in  f i r s t  volume o f  P u b lic  U tte ra n ces )*  
Th© G a r f ie ld  P apers a re  d e p o s ite d  In th e  M anuscript D iv is io n  
o f  th e  L Ib ra ry  o f " Congresa In  W ashington, D*C*
^^Quoted by Smith, I , k6~k7*
I k
"At the c lo s e  of the s p r in g  te rm  I  made my f i r s t  p u b lic  
speech* I t  was a s i x  m inutes* o r a t io n  a t  th e  annual 
e x h ib it io n *  My d ia ry  shows th e  a n x ie ty  and s o l i c i t u d e  
th rough  which I  p assed  in  i t s  p re p a ra t io n  and d e l iv e r y *"15 
H is co n fid en ce  and en th u siasm  f o r  speak ing  in  p u b lic  
grew, and on Ju ly  2 , 1850 fee re c o rd e d : " I  d id  b e t t e r  than
I  expected* The ic e  i s  broken* I  am no lo n g e r  a c r in g in g  
sc a p e g o a t, b u t am re so lv e d  to  make a  mark in  th e  world* X 
know w ith o u t ego tism  th a t  th e re  i s  some o f th e  slum bering  
th u n d e r in  my so u l and i t  s h a l l  come oufc**1̂
His ex p e rien ce  a t  Geauga was th e  b eg in n in g  o f  a long 
and en jo y ab le  connection  w ith  l i t e r a r y  s o c ie t ie s *  In  f u tu r e  
s c h o o ls , G a r f ie ld  was d e s tin e d  to  ta k e  m  a c t iv e  p a r t  in  
f o re n s ic  a c t i v i t i e s  and to  win more than  an average  sh a re  
o f  th e  honors fo r  such p a r t ic ip a t io n *
W estern R eserve E c le c t ic  I n s t i t u t e . The W estern R eserve 
E c le c t ic  I n s t i t u t e  began i t s  f i r s t  te r®  Wednesday, Xtfovember 
27 , 18$0. I t  was e s ta b l is h e d  by I n f lu e n t i a l  members o f  th e  
" D is c ip le s  o f C h r is t"  on the  W estern R eserve. F* M* Green 
s a y s :
The B ib le  was to  be tak en  as th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f e d u c a tio n , and 
as a c l a s s i c  taken  In to  th© I n s t i tu t io n *  Every s tu d e n t was 
ex p ected  to  devo te  a p a r t  o f each  day in  th e  study  o f  th© 
d e t a i l s  o f human h is to r y  as found in  the  B ib le . But i t  was 
e x p l i c i t l y  s t a t e d  " th a t  n o th in g  Is  to  be ta u g h t in  t h i s  Seminary
I S h e t te r  to  Board o f  T ru s te e s , Geauga Sem inary, d a ted  
Hiram, 0 *, May 8 , I 867* R em iniscences o f  James A. G a r f ie ld * 
p* 3»
l 6 S * l t h ,  I ,  I4.6-U7
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under c o lo r  o f  th e se  B ib l ic a l  le s s o n s ,  o r  o th e rw is e , 
p a r ta k in g  in  th e  l e a s t  degree o f  s e c ta r ia n  c h a ra c te r .
Mary L. H in sd a le , e d i to r  o f  th© volume G arfle ld ~ H ln sd a le
L e t t e r s , d e s c r ib e s  th e  W estern E c le c t ic  I n s t i t u t e  as a s u p e r io r
academy, e s ta b l i s h e d
under th e  sp o n so rsh ip  o f  the  Church o f  th e  D is c ip le s  o f  C h r is t ,  
a t  th e  c e n tr a l  c ro ss ro a d s  o f  Hiram Township, P o rtag e  County.
Here a s c a t te r e d  s e t t le m e n t which stemmed from Vermont th ick en ed  
to  a v i l l a g e  th a t  had as i t s  c h ie f  o cc u p a tio n  th© housing  and 
b o ard in g  o f  s tu d e n ts .  Among the rude f o r e f a th e r s  who w orshipped 
a t  th e  v i l l a g e  church m ight be  found th o se  mho read  t h e i r  Hew 
Testam ent in  Greek and perhaps fo llow ed  th e  p a t r ia r c h s  a l i t t l e  
way d n  Hebrew*1^
G a rf ie ld  e n te re d  th e  E c le c t ic  I n s t i t u t e  on August 2£ , 18$1.
The number o f  s tu d e n ts  a tte n d in g  the  schoo l w h ile  G a rf ie ld  was
a s tu d e n t i s  g iven  In  th e  t a b l e  below and In d ic a te s  th e  young
d e b a te r  had an adequate  number o f  fe l lo w -s tu d e n ts  to  f u rn is h
an aud ience  fo r  the  p r a c t ic e  o f  th© a r t  o f  sp eak in g .
TABLE OF ATTEKDABCE1?
T o ta l T o ta l d i f .
y e a r  1 s t  te rm  2nd term  3 ^  term  by term s S tuden ts
1851-52  181  233  89 503  1*10
1852-53 211 226 205 6ii2 529
1853- 5IJ. 166 236 188 590 523
A regu lar  "Course o f  Study" g iven  at th e  E c le c t ic  to o k  th re e  
y ea rs  to  com plete .
* 7 f . Green, Hiram C ollege and W estern R eserve E c le c t ic  
I n s t itu te  F if ty  Years o f  H la to ry  1 o ^ Q ( 5l  eve 1 ands The
0 . S. Bubbell P r in t lngfUo. , 1 9 0 1 ) ,  pp . 25, 52 .
18 Mary L. H in sd a le , E d ito r ,  G a r f i © I d i n s  d a le  L e t te r s  
(Ann A rbor: U n iv e rs ity  o f M ichigan P re s s , I 9I4.9T, P~* V-
( r e f e r r e d  to  h e r e a f te r  as G a r f le ld - B in sd a le L e t t e r s ) •
^ G re e n , p .
1 6
FIRST YEAR
A rith m e tic  . . . . . . . . . . . .  ..........................   Hay
Geography . . . . . . . . .  .......................... * * M itc h e ll
Grammar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  W ells
P h ilo sophy    •   P a rk e r
Modern H is to ry  . . . . . . . . .  .......................  G oodrich
A ncien t Geography ....................................  . . . .  M itc h e ll
Sacred  H is to ry  * . . .  .......................♦ * * Th© B ib le
E lo c u tio n    * . . . *   MeGuffey
L a tin  . ..................  Andrew’ s L a tin  L essons, and C aesar
A lgebra  ........................................ . . * ..............................   Ray
W atts on th e  Mind  ............................ Emerson
SECOND YEAR
E n g lish  A n a ly s is  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Green
A ncien t and Modern H is to ry   ........................W illa rd
Physio logy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  G u tte r
R h e to ric  . . . . . .    . . . . . .  Jam ieson
Greek (begun)   . * Kuhner
V irg i l  and S a l lu s t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Anthon
Astronomy . . . . . . . . . . .  M afctison’s B u r r i t ’ s
A lgebra . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bourdon
Geometry ......................... . . . . . . . . . . . . .  D avies
S acred  H is to ry  (C on.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
French . . . . . . .  ....................  . . C o l lo t ’s S e r ie s
Drawing and P a i n t i n g ........................... .... ............................... ....
Music . •  .................. .......................... .... ................................... ....
Bookkeeping . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  C r itte n d e n
THIRD YEAH
Trigonom etry .   * . . . . .  D avies
M ensuration  . . . . . . . . . . . . ................... D avies
Surveying . . . . . . . . .  ..................  . . . .  D avies
Conic S e c tio n s  . . . . . . . . .  ...........................  C o ffin
M ental P h ilo sophy  ..................  . . . . . . . . .  Upham
Moral P h ilosophy  . . . . . . .  ...........................  Wayland
P o l i t i c a l  Economy  ............................................., . Way land
L o g i c .......................................................................................W hately
C icero  and Horace . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Anthon
X en o p h o n ........................... .............................................................. ....
H erodotus ..........................................................................................
Greek T estam ent and S ep tu ag in t . . . . . . . . . . .
Chem istry . . . . . . . . . . .  .......................  Gray
Botany .     Wood
Geology .   St* John
A g r ic u l tu r a l  C h e m is t ry .................................................Johnston
B u t le r ’s A n a lo g y .............................................................................
Evidences o f C h r i s t i a n i t y .................................................. Paley
^ T h i s  l i s t i n g  i s  ta k en  from  F« M. G reen’ s h i s to r y  o f 
Hiram C o lleg e . pp. 28-29 *
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Among th© co u rse s  l i s t e d  fo r  th© second y e a r  th a t  a re
o f  s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t  to  th© r h e to r ic a l  c r i t i c  i s  the  course
on r h e t o r i c ,  in  which A lexander Jamieson*® t e x t ,  A Orammar
21o f  R h e to r ic , was used* I t  i s  p o s s ib le  th a t  G a r f ie ld  took  
t h i s  cou rse  w h ile  a s tu d e n t .  However, the cu rr icu lu m  was 
f l e x ib l e  and co u rse s  were o f te n  chosen to  s u i t  the  p a r t i c u l a r  
d e s i r e  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l .  G a rf ie ld  was an advanced s tu d e n t 
when he e n te re d  th e  E c le c t ic  and soon became a s tu d e n t I n s t r u c ­
t o r .  I t  i s  more p ro b ab le  th a t  he s tu d ie d  W hately*s l o g i c , ^  
a co u rse  g iven  f o r  th e  more advanced s tu d e n ts*
At th e  W estern R eserve E c le c t ic  I n s t i t u t e  the  l i t e r a r y  
s o c ie t i e s  p lay ed  an im p o rtan t r o le  in  G a r f ie ld ls l i f e .  He 
p a r t i c ip a t e d  a c t iv e ly  in  the  fo re n s ic  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  h is  
l i t e r a r y  s o c ie ty ,  and d u rin g  v a c a tio n  w ro te t ®. * • * soon 
we*11 wake th© slum bering  echoes o f th e  o ld  E c le c t ic  and make 
I t s  c l a s s i c  h a l l s  resound  ag a in  w ith  th© f ie r y  c la sh in g  o f  
d eba te  and f o re n s ic  dee1a m a t I o n T h e  f i r s t  s o c ie ty  o rg a n ise d  
a t  th e  E c le c t ic  I n s t i t u t e  was c a l le d  **Th© E clectic®  and James A. 
G a r f ie ld  was among i t s  l e a d e r s .  The s o c ie ty ,  however, was 
s h o r t - l iv e d ,  f o r  s e v e ra l  members in c lu d in g  G a r f ie ld ,  Gorydon BU 
F u l le r ,  and fo u rte e n  o th e r  s tu d e n ts  w ithdrew  to  for® a new
^ A le x a n d e r  Jam ieson, A Grammar of R h e to ric  and P o l i te  
L i t e r a tu r e . Comp re  hendlna; th e  p r in c ip le s  o f language and s ty  l e , 
th e  elem ents o f t a s t e  and c r i t i c i s m : w ith  ru le s  fo r  th e  stu d y  
o f  com position  and e loquence * . • • "(New Haven: A. B* l a l t l y
CoT,TBfSl"I--------------- ----------
^ A rc h b ish o p  R ichard  W hately, Elem ents o f  Logic (New 
York: H arper, n * d .)*
2 3 S ffilth , I ,  5 0 .
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o r g a n is a t io n  c a l le d  ”The P h ilem athean*” "The most b r i l l i a n t  
p e r io d ,” acco rd in g  to  G reen, " in  th e  h i s to r y  o f t h i s  s o c ie ty  
was th e  w in te r  o f  1853- 5 *̂**
I t s  m eetings were p u b lic  and a l l  who cared  to  do so a tten d ed #
Such s u b je c ts  as S ecu la r  H is to ry , Church H is to ry , Prophecy, 
P h reno logy , G eology, and Logic and R h e to r ic , were d isc u sse d  in  
tw en ty -m inu tes l e c tu r e s ,  fey James A# G a r f ie ld ,  .&• Wm E v e re s t ,
0# P* M ille r ,  P h i l l i p  Burns, Lorman Dunshee, and Amsziah H ull
B. k m H in sd a le  says o f  th e  P h ilom athean , "The im pression  
made upon my own mind was q u ite  • • • deep# S ig h t a f t e r  
n ig h t  I  clim bed th e  e a s t  h i l l ,  sometimes In r a in  and d a rk n ess , 
to  h e a r  th o se  w onderfu l d eb a te s  and l e c tu r e s *11 ”1 was In 
sch o o l in  th e  w in te r  o f  1853-5^*8 comments F . M* G reen, "and 
my en th u siasm  o v er th e  work o f  th e  Philom athean S o c ie ty  was 
a t  fe v e r  h e a t* ”^5
The P hilom athean d id  no t have a l i b r a r y  d u rin g  G a rf ie ld * s  
tim e ; a re co rd  book, c a n d le s t ic k s ,  c a n d le s , and two p a i r s  o f  
s n u f fe r s  were abou t th e  e x te n t o f  th e  equipm ent o f  th e  &ociefcy*26 
G a r f ie ld  was e n th u s ia s t i c  about th e  new o rg a n iz a tio n  and a 
fe llo w  s tu d e n t  l a t e r  t e s t i f i e d  th a t  he "was always ready  fo r  
a d eb a te  and n ev er f a i l e d  to  perform  any p a r t  a ss ig n ed  him*l,^7
In  th e  s p r in g  o f  1853* sn em otional c r i s i s  o ccu rred  in  
th e  l i f e  of G a r f ie ld  th a t  caused him to  ex p e rien ce  a p e r io d  
o f  deep gloom* D uring t h i s  tim e he was r a th e r  c r i t i c a l  o f  th e
^ilGreen, pp . 6 0 , 61*
2 5 lb id .  p* 6l  (see  fo o tn o te  on t h i s  page fo r  Green*s 
common t ) •
2 6 I b i d .  p .  6 2 .
^7p u l l e r ,  p . 35,
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l i t e r a r y  s o c ie t i e s *  In  a l a t t e r  to  Gorydon F u l le r  d a ted  
A p ri l  9*. 1653 he sa y s :
I t  la  u s e le s s  f o r  roe to  t e l l  you th e  s t a t e  o f  th e  th in g s  
in  th e  P hilom athean  Socie ty*  There i s  a good d e a l of s e a l  
and energy  th e r e —so th e re  i s  in  a dromedary* I  s a t  l a s t  
n ig h t  as c r i t i c  and endured  th e  ‘had cames, 1 'p r o e e s ,* 
scow ls g e n u fle x io n s  m& c ircu m g y ra tio n s  o f the P ennsy lvan ian  
th e  s e p u lc h ra l  to n es  o f  th e  G eographer; th e  ‘ iro n  h e e l o f  
d esp o tism , 1 ‘G reece and Rome, 1 ‘ ro c k -r ib b e d  m ountains,*  and 
e v e r la s t in g  h i l l s *  and a l l  th e  o th e r  hackneyed p h ra se s  which 
abound among men o f  the  monkey genus; add to  t h i s  th e  m angling 
grammar, lo g ic  and r h e to r ic  and you can p e rce iv e  th© p a tie n c e  
n e c e ssa ry  to  p re se rv e  one*s tem per as w e ll as g r a v i ty ,  and 
a ls o  how much p le a s u re  and b e n e f i t  I  d e r iv e  from aay l i t e r a r y  
a s s o c ia tio n s *
A lthough th e re  was p robab ly  much t r u t h  in  h is  comment, 
th e  c r i t i c i s m  i s  n o t ty p ic a l  o f  G a rf ie ld * s  a t t i t u d e  toward 
th e  fo re n s ic  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  h is  tim e , fo r  as a r u le  he tho rough­
ly  en joyed  p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  th e  program o f  th e  d eb a tin g  and 
l i t e r a r y  s o c ie t ie s *
During th e  w in te r  v a c a tio n  o f 1852, w hile  G a r f ie ld  was 
te ac h in g  sch o o l a t  W a rre n s v ille , he co n tin u ed  h is  speech  
developm ent by tak in g  an a c t iv e  p a r t  in  th e  W arren sv llle  
L i te ra ry  C lub. He w ro te :
W ell, I  q u i t  w r i t in g  • • « to  a t te n d  th e  W arrensvill©  L i te r a ry  
Club, o f which I  am a member* *Ve had a v ery  good tim e , co n s id ­
e r in g  th e  " tim b e r . ” We have re so lv e d  o u rse lv e s  In to  a s e n a te ,  
and each member r e p re s e n ts  some S ta te  in  the  Union* I  am n o t 
on ly  P re s id e n t ,  b u t a lso  a r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  from South C a ro lin a , 
to  w atch th e  i n t e r e s t s  of my n u l l i f y in g  c o n s t i tu e n t s .  The b i l l  
b e fo re  ou r s e n a te  f o r  nex t evening  l a ,  “That we w i l l  a s s i s t ,  
f in a n c ia l l y  th© Hungarian e x i l e s ,  K ossuth sad h is  c o m p a tr io ts , 
from th e  n a t io n a l  t r e a s u ry * ” We s h a l l  undoubted ly  have a warm 
tim e *29
2&L e tte r  to  Corydon L* F u l le r ,  d a ted  Hiram, A p ril 9 , 
1853* R em iniscences o f  James £* G a r f ie ld , p* 7®*
2 9 h e t te r  to  Corydon E* F u l le r ,  d a ted  V /a rre n av llle , 
January  l 6 ,  1852* Rem iniscencea o f  James A. G a r f ie ld , p* 1̂ 3♦
ao
Such speech  a c t i v i t y  was good t r a in i n g  fb r th e  r o l e  G a rfie ld  
was to  p lay  in  l a t e r  y ea rs*
The W estern Heserv© E c le c t ic  I n s t i t u t e  p la c e d  l i t t l e  
em phasis on a t h l e t i c  a c t i v i t i e s  and in te r s c h o la a t i c  sp o r ts*
The l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t i e s ,  th e r e f o r e ,  fu rn is h e d  th e  c h ie f  so u rce  
o f  e x t r a * c u r r ic u la r  a c t i v i t i e s  and p ro v id ed  an o u t l e t  fo r  
s tu d e n t energy  and a means o f  e n te r ta in m e n t. These s o c ie t i e s  
f lo u r is h e d  th ro u g h o u t th e  time th a t  G a r f ie ld  was connected  
w ith  th e  E c le c t ic  and when th e  sch o o l changed i t s  name to  
Hiram C ollege in  166?, th e  f i r s t  c a ta lo g u e  s t a t e d :  "This
I n s t i t u t i o n  d ev o tes  an u n u su a l amount o f a t te n t io n  to d r i l l  
in  a l l  k inds o f L i te ra ry  e x e rc is e s # "3® The t r a in in g  re c e iv e d
in  th e  l i t e r a r y  s o c ie ty  a t  th e  E c le c t ic  was to  prove v a lu a b le
when G a r f ie ld  e n ro l le d  in  a more advanced I n s t i t u t i o n  where 
th e  co m p e titio n  was c o n s id e ra b ly  keener*
A nother o f th e  o p p o r tu n i t ie s  fo r speech  t r a in i n g  a t  th e
E c le c t i c  was s tu d e n t p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  th© commencement program .
A s tu d e n t o f  th e  E c le c t ic  in  th e  e a r ly  f i f t i e s ,  d e sc r ib e s  the 
f i r s t  p u b lic  e x e rc is e s  in  which the  s tu d e n ts  p a r t i c ip a t e d ,  as 
fo llo w s :
On th e  6th  o f  May, 1651* the f i r s t  p u b lic  e x e rc is e s  o f  the  
s tu d e n ts  o f  th© E c le c t ic  were h e ld , They c o n s is te d  o f  th re e  
d iv is io n s ,  one g iven  in  th e  m orning, one in  the  a f te rn o o n  and 
one in  th e  ev en in g . The f i r s t  two d iv is io n s  were g iven  in  
Mr. John Buckingham 's o rch a rd  alm ost h a l f  a m ile  n o r th  o f  th e  
I n s t i t u t e  b u ild in g  on th e  $ o r th  and South c e n te r  road * • . .
The l a s t  d iv is io n  was given In  th e  church a t  th© cen te r*  Between 
th e  two f i r s t  d iv is io n s  a lunch was se rv ed  on board ta b le s  under
3® F i r s t  Annual C atalogue o f Hiram C ollege (C leve land : 
F a irb a n k s , B enedict & 6o * P r in te r s , iie ra ld  O ffI c e , 1666), p* 26.
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th© t r e e s « Th© te a c h e rs  and s tu d e n ts  marched from th e  b u i ld ­
ing down th e  n o rth  h i l l  and beyond to th e  scene o f th® per*  
form ance , .  , .  The e x e rc is e s  whose number would t e r r i f y  
a modem au d ien ce  were ex trem ely  crude and show how c lo se  to  
th e  p r im it iv e  d i s t r i c t  schoo l were th© f i r s t  s e s s io n s  o f  th© 
E c l e c t i c .31
Here is  g iven  a ty p ic a l  e© mm® n cement exereis©  o f  th© 
I n s t i t u t e  during  the e a r ly  e ig h te e n  f i f t i e s #






























E liz a  iinowlfcon, E ag lev lll©
mk m
E liz a b e th  A. Woodward, Lordstown 
Sarah Rudolph, G a r r e t t s v i l l e
4* «M> «•
M erinda A* S ta rk , O a r re t ts v i l l®  
MUSIC
-  -Female P oets o f  America
Frank H. R obinson, Ravenna
- A  Bream o f  Youth 
S y lv ia  Haven, S h a le rv i l le
-  Bubbles
Mary M. Buckingham, Hiram 
-  Bayard T ay lo r
Mary A tw ater, Mantua
MUSIC
-  Gumption 
Sarah A* H a rriso n , P a in © sv llie
-The Eloquence o f  Ruins 
E liz a  S. Clapp, Hiram
Has th e  B onaparte Fam ily been a B lessin g  to  Prance? 
A ff . — B# h , Moore, Mantua 
Beg, - -  P* C. Reed, Auburn
MUSIC




1 . LATIN SALUTATORY, -
W* W* Hayden, D e e rf ie ld
-R uins In  C e n tra l America 
C* P# Bow ler, Auburn
-  -The South and M ig ra tion  
0* 0 * A tw ater, Mantua
-  ♦A R e p re se n ta tiv e  Man 
W* B* T u rn e r, Troy
MUSIC
-  -P ro g re ss  o f  Mind in
America
H* 0« Newcomb, Hiram
W ater
A* W ilcox, H inckley
-  -  Th© Commercial E quator 
W« L* Hayden, D e e rf ie ld
-  -  C h iv a lry
J ,  M* A tw ater, Mantua
9 , COLLOQUY THE JEWESS, (from  Ivanhoe)
Personae C o llo q il
S ing R ich ard , 0* C* A tw ater Rebecca, D elia  t .  Turner
Ivanhoe, Aj S . Matthews H era ld , B. B* Bostw ick
Grand M a ste r , B. K, James 1 s t  W itness, B* Woods
S ir  A lb e r t  M alv o is ln , 2\;1 W itness, S. P* l o l e o t t
J* M. A tw ater H ig g ,(a  p e a s a n t) ,? *  J* S q u ie r
S ir  B rian  G u i lb e r t ,  K* H. Mack P h y s ic ian , B. C* Whit©
Robin Hood, I* «¥* Ludlow
S q u ire s  and Guards
10< ORATION -
U n ity  o f  Purpose — w ith  the V a led ic to ry  Address 
H* M. James, Troy
MTJSICp2
The p u b lic  e x h ib i t io n s  a t th e  annual E c le c t ic  commence­
ment, g e n e ra lly  h e ld  o u td o o rs , were a tte n d e d  by huge crowds*
Those p re s e n t  a t  th e  e x h ib i t io n  in  1853 were re p o r te d  as 
f a l l i n g  betw een two thousand  and tw e n ty - f iv e  hundred*33
32I b i d . ,  pp . 81-82*
3 3 h e t te r  to  Corydon r .  P u l l e r ,  d a ted  Hiram, Ju ly  19*
1853* Reminiscences of James A. b a r f i e I d . p. 8 7 .
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A llowing fb r  © xaggeration in  th e se  e s t im a te s ,  th e  crowds 
were p ro b ab ly  enormous f o r  a sm a ll academy lo c a te d  a t  a 
c ro ss ro a d s  v i l l a g e  o f  o n ly  a few houses*
G a rf ie ld  was a c t iv e  in  th e se  e x h ib i t io n s ,  and a t  th e  
c lo se  ©f h is  f i r s t  te rm  gave th e  v a le d ic to ry  o r a t i o n * ^  For 
th e  commencement e x e rc is e  o f  June 25 , 1852, G a r f ie ld ,  w ith  
Cozy don E* F u l le r  and Miss Alraeda Booth, wa® ap p o in ted  to 
w r i te  a co lloquy* G a r f ie ld  a c te d  th© p r in c ip a l  p a r t ;  and , 
a lth o u g h  he g iv e s  Miss Booth th e  c r e d i t  f o r  w r i t in g  moat o f  
th e  d ia lo g u e , F u l le r  d e c la re s  th a t  "many o f  th© f in e s t  p assag es 
were w r i t te n  by Mr. G arfield .**  G a r f ie ld  a ls o  was c o -au th o r  
o f  the  c o llo q u y , "M ordeoai and Haiaan," which was p re se n te d  th e  
fo llo w in g  year*  He was one o f  th e  seven a c to r s  In  t h i s  p e r ­
formance* 35 These e x e rc is e s  p ro v id ed  G a r f ie ld  o p p o r tu n ity  
fo r  f u r th e r  speech  experience*
G a rf ie ld  soon became a s tu d e n t in s t r u c to r  a t th e  E c le c t i c ,  
fie w ro te  in  v*ay o f 1853s ”1 have sev en , ^ c l a s s e s /  b e s id e s  a
w r it in g  c l a s s .  They are A rith m e tic , Grammar, A lgebra , Geometry 
(o r now T rigo n o m etry ), C aesar, Greek Reader and V irg il .* 1- ^
In  November of th e  same y ea r he re p o r te d  te ach in g  c la s s e s  In  
A rith m e tic , Grammar, Geometry, S en io r A lgebra, H is to ry , Greek
3Uore©n, p .  9 6 *
^ F u l l e r ,  pp, 5 6 # 86*
3 ^ L e tt« r  to  Corydon £« F u l le r ,  d a te d  Hiram, May 16, 1853• 
R em iniscences o f James A. G a r f i e ld , pp . 79-80 .
and L a t i n . ^  In  A p ril o f  th e  fo llo w in g  y e a r  he was b e t t e r
s a t i s f i e d  w ith  h is  te a c h in g  assignm ent and w ro te :
X h e a r  a V irg i l  c la s s  r e e i t e  a t 5 o*clock  in  th e  m orning, 
which makes me a r i s e  in  good season* My o th e r  c la s s e s  a re :  
Grammar, A lgebra c l a s s e s ,  Geometry, S a l lu s t  and Xenophon . * 
t h i s ,  you s e e , g iv es  me more m ental b u t le s s  g u t tu r a l  la b o r  
th a n  A rith m e tic , H is to ry , e tc * ,  would do*3$
I t  i s  n o t p o s s ib le  to  say  how much th is  te ach in g  
e x p e rien ce  c o n tr ib u te d  to  h is  speech  t r a in in g ,  b u t h is  
te a c h in g  p ro b ab ly  c o n tr ib u te d  c o n s id e ra b ly  to h is  speaking* 
While a s tu d e n t a t  th e  E c le c t i c ,  G a rf ie ld  began p reach ­
in g . He d e l iv e re d  h is  f i r s t  sermon on March 27, 1652, to  an 
aud ience o f  fo u r te e n  in  a sm all community c a l le d  Freedom *^ 
During th e  w in te r  o f 1853*165^4-# G a rf ie ld  preached  alm ost 
every  Sunday. Be f i l l e d  p u lp i t  appoin tm ents in  the  su rro u n d ­
ing towns th ro u g h o u t h is  s tu d e n t d ay s , b u t d id  no t p reach  
o f te n  In  Hiram, where o ld e r  and more ex p e rien ced  clergymen 
f i l l e d  the  p u lp i t  A 0 The ex p e rien ce  gained  in  ‘'appo in tm ent 
p re a c h in g ” was a ls o  v a lu ab le  speech  t r a in in g *  In  p reach in g  
a t  d i f f e r e n t  p la c e s  each  Sunday he faced  r e a l  aud ience 
s i t u a t i o n s ,  ex p e rien ce d  d i f f e r e n t  aud ience r e a c t io n s ,  and 
had an e x c e l le n t  o p p o r tu n ity  to  p r a c t ic e  speech making*
L a te r  he asked many o f  th e s e  same peop le  f o r  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l
3 7 L e tte r  to  Corydon £• F u l le r ,  d a ted  Hiram, Movember 3
1853* Berninisceneea o f James A. ; a r f i e I d . p* 103*
S ^ L e tte v  to  Corydon E* F u l le r ,  d a ted  Hiram, A p ril 16,
185 b> Rem iniscences o f  James A.* Oar f ie ld *  p* 112*
39smith, I ,  Sk*
^ F u l l e r ,  p . lOlt..
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support;*
An in c id e n t which o cc u rred  d u rin g  G a r f i e ld 's  days a t th©
E c le c t ic  d ese rv es  s p e c ia l  m en tion . His c la ssm a te , Corydon 1 .
F u l l e r ,  r e l a t e s  th a t  a s t r o l l i n g  l e c tu r e r ,  Joseph T re a t, cam©
to  Hiram e a r ly  in  May, 1852, and d e l iv e re d  s e v e ra l  le c tu r e s
in  w hich he a t ta c k e d  the  C h r is t ia n  f a i t h  and p a r t i c u l a r ly  the
i n t e g r i t y  o f th e  B ible* At th e  c lo s e  o f  each  p r e s e n ta t io n ,
th e  l e c t u r e r  ch a llen g ed  anyone in  th e  aud ience to answer h is
argum ents. The E c le c t ic  s tu d e n ts  persuaded  a m ild mannered
p ro fe s s o r  to  a c ce p t the  c h a lle n g e , b u t th e  p ro fe s s o r  was
unab le  a p p a re n tly  to  cop© w ith  th e  " b r a g g a r t . H Th© s tu d e n ts
th e n  p re v a i le d  on G a r f ie ld  to  answer T re a t. At the  c lo s e  o f
one of th e  l e c tu r e s  in  which th e  sp eak er had denounced
C h r i s t i a n i ty  w ith  u n u su a l v ig o r  and a s s e r te d  th e  t r a n s l a t i o n
o f  th e  B ib le  from th e  Hebrew and Greek to  be e n t i r e ly  in&ccu**
r a t e ,  G a r f ie ld  a ro se  to  speak* S ta t in g  th a t  h© had l i s te n e d
a t t e n t iv e ly ,  he proceeded to  ask  T re a t what th© p re s e n t
p a r t i c i p l e  o f  th© verb  to  be was in  th© G reek. A fte r  th e
opponent was u n ab le  to  answ er, G a r f ie ld  tu rn ed  to th© aud ience
and asked what they  though t o f a man who c r i t i c i z e d  th© work
o f s c h o la rs  when he d id  not know th© f i r s t  th in g  a school boy
le a rn e d  in  h is  Greek le s s o n .  A fte r  th i s  q u e s tio n  G a rf ie ld
d e l iv e re d  a eu logy  on th© B ib le .  F u lle r  s a y s :
I t  i s  Im possib le  fo r  me to  i;ive any idea  o f h is  speech o r o f  
i t s  e f f e c t  upon h is  a u d ie n ce . B efore he had spoken f iv e  m inutes 
he had th e  sympathy o f alm ost the e n t i r e  assem bla :©, and the  
ap p lau se  was co n s ta n t and d e a fe n in g , u n t i l  he began n is  e lo q u en t 
eulogy o f  th e  sac red  volum e; then  th e  aud ience became as o rd e r ly  
and q u ie t  as a r e l ig io u s  assem bly .U l
^ • F u l l . r ,  pp . 52 , 5 3 , 5i|_.
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At though t h i s  in c id e n t as l a t e r  r e l a t e d  may have been 
c o lo re d  in  fa v o r  o f  G a r f ie ld ,  i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  tb r  a t l e a s t  
two r e a s o n s :  ( 1 ) i t  in d ic a te s  h is  eag ern ess  f o r  p u b lic  d i s ­
c u s s io n ; and (2 ) i t  p ro b ab ly  in c re a se d  h is  p r e s t ig e  among h is  
f e l lo w -s tu d e n ts ,  th u s  p ro v id in g  a d d i t io n a l  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  
le a d e r s h ip  in  th e  v a r io u s  schoo l a c t i v i t i e s *
Two in d iv id u a ls  whom G a rf ie ld  met a t the  E c le c t ic  deserve 
s p e c ia l  n o tic e *  They are Burke A*Hinsdale and Almeda A* Booth. 
The form er had no in f lu e n c e  on th© e a r ly  speech  t r a in in g  o f  
G a r f ie ld ,  b u t he l a t e r  became most in f lu e n t i a l  in  G arfie ld * a  
l i f e *  H insdale was a p u p i l  in  the  E c le c t ic  when G a r f ie ld  
was a s tu d e n t in s t ru c to r*  They became in tim a te  f r ie n d s  and 
corresponded  th ro u g h o u t G a rf ie ld * s  l i f e .  The la rg e  number o f  
l e t t e r s  in  th e  Gar f i e  Id -H in sd a le  correspondence and th© f r e ­
quen t m ention o f  H insda le  in  th© G a rf ie ld  Jo u rn a l fo r  a p e r io d  
o f  some tw en ty  y e a rs  b e a r  e lo q u en t te stim ony  to  th© s in c e r i ty  
and s t r e n g th  o f  t h i s  f r ie n d s h ip .  In  a l e t t e r  d a ted  A p ril 17, 
18?6# G a rf ie ld  w r i t e s :  " I  made a s h o r t  speech on Saturday 
l e s t ,  which I  w i l l  send you and which I  d e s ire  your op in io n  
on. I t  i s  a t  sh a rp  antagonism  w ith  some o f  our good men such 
as H oar, who i t  seems to  me has mad© a g re a t mis tak e  
Study o f  th e  G a r f ie ld  Papers in d ic a te s  th a t  he came more and 
to  a p p re c ia te  th e  c o n s tru c t iv e  c r i t i c i s m  o f fe re d  by th e  younger
^ M o s t  o f the l e t t e r s  have been p u b lish ed  in  the volume 
a lre a d y  c i t e d ,  H in sd a le - G a r f ie ld  L e t t e r s .
la s  d a le -G a r f ie 1d F apers (M anuscrip t D iv is io n , L ib ra ry  
o f  C ongress.J  u n p u b lish ed . L e t te r s  from Burke Aaron H insdale  
to  James Abram G a r f ie ld ,  1862-1881*
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man who became a p ro fe s s o r  o f  h i s t o r y ,  c o lle g e  p r e s id e n t ,  and 
an o u ts ta n d in g  ed u cato r*
H iss Almeda A* Booth was a f e llo w -s tu d e n t o f G a rf ie ld  a t
th e  W estern R eserve E c le c t ic  I n s t i t u t e *  l a t e r ,  in  speaking
o f  a d d re sse s  th a t  he had made on v a r io u s  o c c a s io n s , G a r f ie ld
says ” th e  one which comes n e a re r  to  my own l i f e  than any X
ev e r made is  one o f  th e  l i f e  o f  Miss B ooth♦**
When I  s t r u c k  Hiram X found h e r  th e re  — a woman n in e  y e a rs  
o ld e r  th an  I ,  and who, I  do no t h e s i t a t e  to  sa y , was in  some 
r e s p e c ts  g r e a te r  even than  M argaret F u lle r*  In  f a c t ,  X am 
d isp o sed  to  th in k  h e r  th e  g r e a te s t  American Woman X have 
ev e r known* She was a v ery  p la in - lo o k in g  p e rso n , w ith  no 
e x te rn a l  a t t r a c t i o n s ,  b u t w ith  p ro d ig io u s  I n t e l l e c t u a l  power*
I  s tu d ie d  w ith  h er f o r  two years*  She was a te a c h e r  a t Hiram, 
and a t  th e  same tim e was f i t t i n g  h e r s e l f  fo r  co lleg e*  When 
I  went away to  W illiam s she went to  O b e rlln , where she g radu­
a te d  in  th e  f u l l  c o lle g e  course*  Being so much o ld e r  th an  I ,  
she took  a t  once one o f th o se  grand womanly I n t e r e s t s  in  me, 
and she d id  more tow ards th e  m olding o f tsy i n t e l l e c tu a l  l i f e  
than any o th e r  p e rso n , u n le s s  i t  be P re s id e n t Hopkins* I  
would say  th a t  she and P re s id e n t  Hopkins were th e  two g re a t  
m inds, o u ts id e  o f  books, th a t  h e lp ed  shape ay l i f e *  Though 
I  do n o t say  i t  th e r e ,  I  w i l l  say  to  you th a t  th e  h is to r y  o f  
my i n t e l l e c t u a l  grow th i s  more f u l l y  to ld  in  my account o f  
h e r  l i f e  than in  an y th in g  e ls e * W
G a r f ie ld  had g re a t  r e s p e c t  f o r  Almeda A. Booth; he 
s a id ,  " In  n a t iv e  powers o f  mind, in  thoroughness and b read th  
o f  sc h o la r  s n ip ,  in  womanly sw eetness o f  s p i r i t ,  and in  the 
q u a n t i ty  and q u a l i ty  o f  e f f e c t i v e ,  u n s e l f i s h  work done, she 
has n o t been e x c e lle d  by any American woman *"^5
MhSdmond K irk e , "My E xperience as a Lawyer, 11 in  H orth 
American Review, CXLIV (Ju n e , 1 j7 7 ) , p* (This a r t i c l e  con­
t a in s  au to b io g ra p h ic a l n o te s  g iven  by th e  l a t e  P re s id e n t G a rf ie ld  
to  Edmond K irke)
^ B u rk e  A* H in sd a le , e d . , The Works o f Jam© a Abram 
G a r f ie ld  (Bostons James R* Osgood" arid Company, lS 3 2 ), IX,
315. ( r e f e r r e d  to  h e r e a f te r  as Works)
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On June 22, I 8 j6 ,  he d e l iv e re d  an address  a t Hiram C ollege in  
h e r  memory* The fo llo w in g  s e le c t io n s  from th i s  ad d ress , 3n 
a d d i t io n  to  showing th® in f lu e n c e  o f  Miss Booth on G a r f ie ld ,  
g iv e  an in s ig h t  in to  th e  c l a s s i c a l  s tu d ie s  he pursued* I t  
i s  w e ll  to  b e a r  in  mind, th a t  in  l i s t i n g  th e  s tu d ie s  o f  Misa 
Booth he i s  g iv in g  a lso  an account o f  h is  own c l a s s i c a l  s tu d ie s .
I  f i r s t  became ac q u a in ted  w ith  her q u a l i t i e s  as a w r i te r  
In  th e  sp r in g  terra o f  1852, when Corydon F* F u l le r  and I  were 
ap p o in ted  to  a id  h er in  w r i t in g  a co lloquy  fo r  th e  p u b lic  
e x e rc is e s  a t  the  c lo se  of the  sch o o l y e a r . . . .  My adm ira­
t io n  o f  h e r  knowledge and a b i l i t y  was unbounded. . . .  I  
remember th a t  she and I  were members o f  th® c la s s  th a t  began 
Xenophon’s Anab as l a . in  th e  f a l l  term  o f  1852. Near th e  c lo se  
o f  t h a t  te rm , 1 a lso  began to te a c h  in  th e  E c le c t ic ,  and 
t h e r e a f t e r ,  l i k e  h e r ,  could o n ly  keep up my s tu d ie s  o u ts id e  
o f  my own te a c h in g  hours . . .  f o r  n e a r ly  two y e a rs , she 
and I  s tu d ie d  to g e th e r ,  and r e c i t e d  in  th e  same c la s s e s ,  
f r e q u e n tly  w ith o u t o th e r  a s s o c ia te s ,  t i l l  we had n e a r ly  
com pleted th e  c l a s s i c a l  c o u rse . . . • D uring th e  summer 
v a c a tio n  o f  1853 . * * a l i t e r a r y  s o c ie ty  was formed, in  
which a l l  took  p a r t .  D uring th o se  fo u r weeks, b e s id e s  tak in g  
an a c t iv e  p a r t  in  th e  l i t e r a r y  e x e rc is e s  o f th e  s o c ie ty ,  Miss 
Booth read  th o ro u g h ly , and fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e , th e  P a s to ra ls  
o f  V i r g i l ,—th a t  i s ,  th e  G eorgies and B u co lic s  e n t i r e , —and 
th e  f i r s t  s ix  books o f  Homer’s I l i a d ,  accompanied by a th o ­
rough d r i l l  In  Hie L a tin  or G reek ' Grammar a t  each r e c i t a t i o n .
. . * D uring th e  f a l l  term  o f  1853* read  one hundred 
pages o f H erodo tus, and ab o u t th e  same amount of L ivy . During 
th a t  te rm , a l s o ,  P ro fe s s o rs  Dunshee and H u ll, and Miss Booth 
and I ,  met a t  h er room two even ings of each week, to make a 
jo in t  t r a n s l a t i o n  of th e  Book o f  Romans. • • . During th e  
w in te r  term  o f  1853-5^-* co n tin u ed  to re ad  L ivy, and a lso  
read  the  whole o f  Demosthenes "On th e  Crown." The members o f  
th© c la s s  in  Demosthenes were Miss Booth, A. H u ll, C. C* Foote, 
and m y se lf . During th e  sp r in g  term o f  185lj., she read  the  
Germania and A g rico la  o f  T a c itu s , and a p o r tio n  o f  H esiod.
The few sp a re  hours tfh leh the  schoo l work l e f t  us were 
devoted  to  such p u r s u i ts  as each p re fe r re d ;  b u t much stu d y  
was done in  common. I  can name tw enty or t h i r t y  books which 
w i l l  fo re v e r  be doubly p rec io u s  to me, because they were read  
and d is c u s se d  in  company w ith  h e r .  I  can s t i l l  r e a d , between 
the l i n e s ,  th e  memories o f  h e r  f i r s t  im pression  o f the page, 
and h e r  judgment of I t s  m e rits*  She was always ready  to  a id  
any f r ie n d  w ith  h e r b e s t  e f f o r t s ,  fthen I  was in  the hu rry  
o f  p re p a r in g  fo r  a d eb a te  w ith  Mr* Denton, in  1858, she read
29
n o t l e a s  th an  e ig h t  to  te n  volumes, and mad© adm irab le n o tes  
fo r  m  on th e se  p o in ts  which r e la te d  to th e  to p ic s  o f  d i s ­
cuss ion # -̂6
G a r f ie ld  a ls o  p o in te d  o u t in  t h i s  ad d ress  th a t  many 
s tu d e n ts  e a g e r ly  sought h e r  h e lp  in  p re p a r in g  o ra t io n s  and 
d e b a te s , and he d e sc r ib e d  h is  own a s s o c ia t io n  w ith  h e r  f o r  
a q u a r te r  o f  a c e n tu ry  as "one o f th e  n o b le s t and r i c h e s t  
g i f t s  th a t  Heaven has vouchsafed  to  me* "i+7
I t  i s  n o t p o s s ib le  to  e s tim a te  the  in f lu e n c e  Miss Booth 
had on th e  sp eak in g  o f  Oar f i e l d ;  y e t  I t  i s  e v id e n t t h a t  she 
d id  p lay  an Im portan t p a r t  in  shap ing  h is  i n t e l l e c t u a l  l i f e  
and th u s I n d i r e c t ly  a t l e a s t  a f f e c te d  h is  speech making.
She made c o n tr ib u t io n s  to  Oar f i e l d ,  th e  o r a to r ,  by encourag ing  
tho roughness in  study  h a b i t s ,  in  g iv in g  added Impetus to  h is  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  am b itio n s , and in  s tre n g th e n in g  h is  e th ic a l  
Idealism # Such In f lu e n c e , though ©ore a b s t r a c t  than some 
o th e r s ,  was im p o rtan t In  th e  fo rm a tiv e  y ea rs  o f th e  o ra to r#
W illiam s C o lle g e . W illiam s C o lleg e , lo c a te d  in  W illiam s* 
town, M a ssach u se tts , was e s ta b l i s h e d  O ctober 20 , 1791* Mark 
Hopkins was I t s  p re s id e n t  from 1836 u n t i l  18?2, and th e  h igh  
academic s ta n d in g  and th e  e x c e l le n t  r e p u ta t io n  i t  a t ta in e d  
In  th e  n in e te e n th  cen tu ry  was due la rg e ly  to  t h i s  o u ts tan d in g  
e d u c a to r # ^  When G a r f ie ld  e n ro l le d  a t  W illiam s in  lBjJil, th©
C o rp o ra tio n ,
Û Worka. I I ,  305-310. 
•̂7 I b id . .  p .  291.
W>The E ncyclopedia Ame d i mericana (New Y ork: Americana 
t l o n ) ,  XX£x, 3(4.6 .
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s tu d e n t  body in c lu d ed  f i f t y - t h r e e  s e n io r s ,  f if ty -o n ©  ju n io r s ,  
s ix ty - n in e  sophom ores, and f i f t y - e i g h t  freshm en . These 231 
s tu d e n ts  came from fo u r te e n  s t a t e s ,  E ngland, th© Sandwich 
I s la n d s ,  and South A m erica# ^
G a r f ie ld  was read y  fo r  th e  Ju n io r  Tear when he e n te re d .
*
At th a t  tim e th e  fo llow ing  co u rses  ap p earin g  in  the  c o lle g e
c a ta lo g  of l 85i*-55 were offered®
JUNIOR TEAR
Demosthenes on the Crown. ( Champ1i n ’ s) 
O lm stead’s N a tu ra l P h ilosophy .
FIRST TERM Q u in t i l ia n .
B otany . (Wood’ s)
T a c itu s —Germania and A g rie o la .
W ayland’s P o l i t i c a l  Economy.
SECOND TERM Hopkins* Evidences of Revealed R elig ion*
R ob inson 's  Astronomy.
Chemis t r y .
N a tu ra l P h ilo sophy , com pleted.
Ja c k so n 's  O ptics*
THIRD TERM French or German— O ptional s tu d ie s*
Com positions on P h ilo so p h ic a l S u b je c ts .
D isp u ta tio n s  and Themes a l t e r n a t e ly  by d iv is io n s ,  w eekly, 
du ring  the f i r s t  and second Terms* D eclam ations d a i ly  th rough 
the  year*
SENIOR TEAR
Cam pbell’ s P h ilosophy  o f  R h e to r ic .
Anatomy and Zoology*
FIRST TERM S te w a r t’ s Elem ents o f I n t e l l e c t u a l  P h ilosophy .
W hately1s L ogic.
Wayland’ s Elem ents o f Moral S c ien ce .
S to ry  on th e  C o n s t i tu t io n .
SECOND TERM P a ls y ’s P o l i t i c a l  P h ilo so p h y .
Karnes’ Elem ents o f  C r i t ic is m .
^ C atalogue o f  th e  O ff ic e rs  and S tu d e n t3 in W illiam s 
Co l i e  g e , For the  A calem lcal Year l8tflL-<?I (W ill iams town, Mas s •
IB55TT"
31
Earn© s , c o n tin u e d .
THIRD T®M B u t le r f a Analogy
P a le y 1s N a tu ra l Theology*
V incent on the C atechism  ©very Satu rday  forenoon* D is­
p u ta t io n s  and Com positions w eekly , by d iv is io n s*  D eclam ations 
or e x e rc is e s  in  rea d in g  w eekly , by d iv is io n s*  A c r i t i c a l  
e x e rc is e  in  Com position ©very F rid a y  for©noon*50
The co u rses  concern ing  Dem osthenes, Q u in t i l ia n ,  Campbell, 
and W hately a re  o f  s p e c ia l  in te r e s t*  G a rf ie ld  took  th© 
c o u rse , “P h ilo sophy  o f  R heto ric*  under Dr* John Bascom, 
p ro fe s s o r  o f r h e to r i c  a t W illiam s from 1855 to  l87 l| and 
p re s id e n t  o f  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  W isconsin from l 8?li u n t i l  1887* 
Baseom was th e  a u th o r  o f  some tw enty  books, in c lu d in g  one 
e n t i t l e d  "The P h ilo sophy  o f  Bh© toric*f,5 l His in f lu e n c e  on 
th e  r h e to r i c a l  p h ilo so p h y  o f  G a r f ie ld  w i l l  be d isc u sse d  in  th e  
n ex t ch ap te r*
The W illiam s C ollege c a ta lo g  g iv e s  th e  fo llo w in g  p u b lic
programs in  which s tu d e n ts  had o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  speech  experience*
On th e  s ix th  Wednesday even ing  o f  th e  f i r s t  t e r n ,  and cm th e  
e ig h th  Wednesday evening  o f  th e  second te rm , P u b lic  Debates 
a re  he ld  between d is p u ta n ts  e le c te d  from  th e  two l i t e r a r y  
s o c ie t i e s  which form the  A 'delphic Union* There i s  a P u b lic  
E x h ib it io n  o f  th e  Ju n io r  G lass a t the  c lo se  o f  th e  second 
term* The E x h ib it io n  of th e  A delphlc Union occu rs on th e  
evening o f  th e  t h i r d  Wednesday in  «miy« On th© evening  b e fo re  
Commencement, th e r e  is  a P r iz e  R h e to r ic a l E x h ib it io n , in  which 
sp eak ers  e le c te d  from th e  Freshman, Sophomore, and Ju n io r  
c la s s e s  comp©te f o r  one o f th re e  p r i z e s *52
5° Ib id * pp* 2 0 -2 1 .
Memorial S e rv ice  In Honor o f  John Baa com a t  the  
U n iv e rs ity  o fW ls c o n s ln  (Wednea d a y . ~Decemb©ft ”'13, ~19T1) 
(B ooklet in  L ib ra ry  o f Congress — P r in te r  n o t g iven  — c a l l  
number LD6119 B 3A5)*
^ C atalogue o f  th e  O ff ic e rs  and S tu d en ts  in  W illiam s 
Go l i e  ge 185il-55»
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G a r f ie ld  p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  th e se  p u b lie  e x h ib i t io n s  and 
o th e r  speech  a c t i v i t y  a t W illiam s. S h o rtly  a f t e r  a r r iv in g  
a t  Willismsfcown he w ro te  to  a f r ie n d ;
I  have v i s i t e d  one o f  two l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t i e s ,  and I  have as 
y e t  h ea rd  no one th a t  I  shou ld  f e a r  to  s ta n d  b e fo re .  They 
have sp le n d id  h a l l s  and each  o f  th e  two have a l i b r a r y  o f  ij.000 ^  
volum es. * * . 1 th in k  I  can stan d  p r e t ty  w ell in  th a t  r e s p e c t* ^
G a rf ie ld  chose to  jo in  th e  P h llo lo g ia n  S o c ie ty  and he soon
became very a c t iv e  in  i t s  p ro g ra m .^  On September 12, 185^
he w ro te :
I  have g o t f u l ly  a f lo a t  in  th e  l i t e r a r y  departm en t. Two weeks 
ago I  d e l iv e re d  an o r a t io n  on C h iv a lry , and when th© m eeting 
was d ism issed  s e v e ra l  s e n io rs  came to  me and wanted me to 
speak on t h e i r  s id e  o f  the  debate fo r  nex t week. So X d id  
and was no t a l to g e th e r  s o r r y .  I  have never had so good an 
o p p o r tu n ity  to  improve in  speaking as now, . . .  The l ib r a r y  
fu rn is h e s  in fo rm a tio n  on alm ost ©very s u b je c t  and a p erson  can 
p rep are  h im s e lf .
The te s tim o n ie s  o f  c lassm ates  g ive in s ig h t  In to  G a r f ie ld ’ s
p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  th e  l i t e r a r y  s o c ie ty  a c t i v i t i e s . ^  C. H. H i l l ,
5>3i,@tt©r to  Corydon S* F u l l e r ,  d a ted  M lli& m a C o lleg e , 
Ju ly  30 , I 85I4.. H em inlscences o f  James A. G a r f ie ld , p .  132.
^ T h e  d eb a tin g  s o c ie t i e s  p lay ed  a prom inent p a r t  in  
C ollege l i f e  du ring  a la rg e  p a r t  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  century*
They fu n c tio n e d  "w ith  unabated  v ig o r , conducting  s tren u o u s  p a r ­
lia m e n ta ry  b u s in e ss  s e s s io n s ,  a s s ig n in g  and c r i t i c i z i n g  compo­
s i t io n 's ,  o r a t io n s ,  and d e b a te s , com peting w ith  one an o th er fo r  
members and academic h o n o rs , am assing la rg e  l i b r a r i e s ,  h o ld in g  
p u b lic  e x h ib i t io n ,  je a lo u s ly  c l in g in g  to  t h e i r  independence 
from fa c u l ty  in te r f e r e n c e ,  and, In  g en e ra l behaving  l ik e  l i t t l e  
r e p u b l ic s . ** David P o t te r ,  D ebating in  th e  C o lo n ia l C harte red  
C olleges (Hew Y ork; Bureau o f  P u b iic a tio h a ',nT'¥e¥chers C o lleg e , 
Columbia U n iv e r s i ty ,  19WU, p . 71 •
^ L e t t e r  to  Corydon E. F u l l e r ,  d a ted  W illiam s C ollege 
November 12, 185&. Rem iniscences o f  Jamea A. G a r f ie ld , p . 170.
^ T h e s e  te s tim o n ie s  were g iven  y ea rs  a f t e r  th e  c o lle g e  
days a t  W illiam s C ollege and a re  no doubt co lo red  by s e n tim e n t. 
However, in  a p i te  o f  t h i s  weakness the  te s tim o n ie s  are i n t e r e s t ­
in g , and w h ile  th ey  are somewhat to  be d isco u n ted  should no t be 
e n t i r e ly  ig n o red .
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a c la ssm a te  o f G a r f ie ld ,  g iv e s  th e  fo llo w in g  ac co u n t:
We b elonged  to  th e  P h ilo lo g ia n  s o c ie ty ,  one o f th e  two 
g r e a t  l i t e r a r y  s o c ie t i e s  o f  th e  c o l le g e ,  and i t  was a t  h is  
su g g e s tio n  th a t  I  a tte n d e d  i t s  weekly m eetings r e g u la r ly  
and alm ost always took  p a r t  in  th e  d e b a te . I  th in k  he was 
co n s id e red  our b e s t  d e b a te r ,  although  we had s e v e ra l  who 
were very  good. . . .  The g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  q u e s tio n s  o f  the  
day—th e  tr e a tm e n t o f K ansas, the  dangers from  th e  in f lu x  o f  
the  f o r e ig n e r s ,  and from th e  Homan C a th o lic  Church, the  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y  o f P e rso n a l L ib e r ty  B i l l s ,  th e  Crimean War, 
and the  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f an e l e c t iv e  ju d ic ia r y —were e a g e r ly  
d eb a ted  in  th e  P h ilo lo g ia n , and he in v a r ia b ly  took  p a r t ,  except 
du rin g  th e  p e r io d  when he was P re s id e n t o f  th e  S o c ie ty . , . ♦
In  a l l  th e s e  d eb a tes  I  should  say he was d ls  tin g u ish e d  fo r  
m odera tion—n o t always perhaps In  e x p re s s io n , b u t in  o p in io n . 
E is i n s t i n c t s  were c o n s e rv a tiv e . I  remember d i s t i n c t l y  th a t  
he w as, when he came to  c o l le g e , a f e rv e n t s u p p o r te r  o f  an 
e l e c t iv e  ju d ic ia r y ,  b u t in  p re p a r in g  h im se lf to  tak e  p a r t  in  
a d eb a te  on th a t  s u b je c t ,  he s tu d ie d  h im se lf  over to  th e  
o p p o site  s id e  o f  th e  q u e s tio n , and began h is  speech by f ra n k ly  
a d m ittin g  th a t  he had w ith in  a week e n t i r e ly  changed h is  
o p in io n s on the  s u b je c t .57
Mr. H i l l  a lso  s t a t e s  th a t  wtwo members o f  th© Convention at 
Chicago which nom inated him f o r  p re s id e n t  were a c t iv e  members 
o f  the s o c ie ty .  . . .*
3 , G* W, Benjam in, who was a freshm an a t W illiam s, when 
G a rf ie ld  was a s e n io r  s& id:
G a r f ie ld 's  r e p u ta t io n  and In flu e n ce  in  C o lleg e , so f a r  as I 
remember, were c h ie f ly  due to  forms o f  a b i l i t y  . . .  in  l in e  
w ith  th e  su ccesse s  o f h is  c a re e r  in  a f t e r  y e a rs . G a rf ie ld  
was a c le a r  and f o r c ib le  r a th e r  than  e le g a n t  w r i te r  o f  p rose  
and v e rs e ;  he had a lo g ic e l  mind, a pow erfu l way of p re se n tin g  
an argument to  an au d ien ce , and rem arkable qu ickness o f  re p a r -  
te e ,  humor and sarcasm  In d e b a te . His m assive f ig u re ,  command­
in g , s e l f - c o n f id e n t  manner, and m a g n ific en t b u r s ts  of f ie r y  
e loquence , won and h e ld  th© a t t e n t io n  o f h is  audience from th® 
moment he opened h is  l i p s .  A ll th e se  q u a l i t i e s  were in  t h e i r  
prim e d u rin g  h is  s e n io r  y e a r , and X q u e s tio n  w hether he was 
ev e r more e lo q u en t o r  conv incing  in  Congress than he appeared 
on the  c o lle g e  forum, w ith  th e  f a c u l ty  o f  one of the  most c r i t ­
ic a l  aud iences in  America to  laugh and app laud . . . .  He was
57eUndy, pp. 34-35
34
undoub ted ly  one o f  th e  g r e a te s t  n a tu r a l  d e b a te r s  e v e r  seen  
a t W illiam s C o lleg e .5 8
S i la s  F* H ubbel, a n o th e r  c lassm ate  o f  G a r f ie ld ,  m entions th e
g r e a t  r i v a l r y  between th e  two deb a tin g  s o c ie t i e s  and rem arks:
G a r f ie ld  soon to o k  prom inence as a d e b a te r ,  and by h is  ready  
w it and in tim a te  knowledge o f  th e  s u b je c t  d isc u sse d  g e n e ra lly  
won h is  s id e  o f  th e  case * * , * In  O ctober, 18?5» in  th e  
p u b lic  deba te  between the  two s o c i e t i e s  h e ld  in  th e  c o lle g e  
c h a p e l, he was one o f  th e  perso n s e le c te d  to  re p re s e n t h is  
s o c ie ty  in  th e  debate* The s u b je c t  f o r  d is c u s s io n  w as, *Wa* 
the Feudal System B e n e f ic ia l? ” The n e g a tiv e  was su p p o rted  
by G a r f ie ld ,  and by h is  an im ated , e a r n e s t ,  and conv incing  
argum ents, and e n th u s ia s t i c  d en u n c ia tio n s  o f  th e  o p p ress io n s  
o f  th e  sy stem , he won th e  h e a r ty  ap p lause  o f  h is  au d ito ry *
At th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  S en io r y e a r  he was e le c te d  P re s id e n t 
o f the  P h ilo lo g ia n  S o c ie ty  by a la rg e  m a jo r i ty , and won the  
ad m ira tio n  o f  a l l  by h is  knowledge o f  p a r lia m e n ta ry  t a c t i c s ,  
and th e  ea se  and g race  w ith  which he p re s id e d  over the  
assem bly*59
8ev# John Tat lo c k , a ls o  a c lassm ate  o f  G a r f ie ld  d e c la re s :
In h is  Ju n io r  y e a r  he was engaged in  a p u b lic  deba te  between 
r e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  o f the  two l i t e r a r y  s o c ie t ie s *  The sp e ak e r  
who p receded  him on th e  o p p o site  s id e  produced an e la b o ra te  
i l l u s t r a t i o n  from  nDon Q uixote*" G a r f ie ld ,  in  r e p ly ,  r a is e d  
a laugh  a g a in s t  h i s  opponent by com paring him to  th e  k n ig h t 
a t ta c k in g  th e  w indm ill*  w0r  r a t h e r , 8 s a id  h e , a l t  would be 
more a p p ro p r ia te  to  say th a t  th e  gentlem an resem bles the 
w indm ill a t ta c k in g  th e  kn igh t*  60
Mr* L a v a le tte  W ilson, an o th er contem porary a t W illiam s,
s a id :
When q u e s tio n s  f o r  d is c u s s io n  a ro se  in  th e  c o lle g e  s o c i e t i e s ,  
G a rf ie ld  would g iv e  each o f h is  a l l i e s  a p o in t  to  I n v e s t ig a te ;  
books and documents from a l l  th© l i b r a r i e s  would be ov erh au led , 
and th e  mass o f  f a c ta  th u s  o b ta in e d  be in g  brought to g e th e r , 
G a r f ie ld  would an a ly se  th e  w hole, a s s ig n  each o f h is  a s s o c ia te s  
h is  p a r t ,  end they  would go in to  the  b a t t l e  to  conquer* He was
Smith, I ,  91-92 
M aundy, p .  3fl. 
I b id . ,  p . 3 7 .
always in  e a rn e s t  and p e r s i s t e n t  in  c a rry in g  hi® p o in t ,  
o f te n  a g a in s t  a p p a re n tly  insurraoun tab le  o b s ta c le s ,  and in  
c o lle g e  e le c t io n  c o n te s ts  (which a re  o f te n  more in te n se  than  
n a t io n a l  e l e c t io n s )  he was always s u c c e s s f u l ,6l
I t  seems t h a t  a t l e a s t  th re e  co n c lu s io n s  can be reach ed
fro® th e  common da t  ion o f  th e se  fe llo w -s  tudent© i (1 ) G a r f ie ld
was o b v io u s ly  v e ry  a c t iv e  in  th e  p u b lic  speak ing  e x e rc is e s  o f
th e  l i t e r a i y  s o c ie ty ;  (2 ) a wide range o f s u b je c ts  was debated
in c lu d in g  b o th  c u r re n t  and a n c ie n t q u e s tio n s ; (3 ) th e  fe llo w
s tu d e n ts  o f G a rf ie ld  co n s id e red  him thorough in  p re p a ra t io n
and e f f e c t iv e  in  debate*
I t  should  be p o in te d  o u t th a t  G a r f ie ld  se rv ed  as p re s id e n t
o f  th e  P h ilo lo g ia n  s o c ie ty  h is  s e n io r  y e a r  and no doubt gained
v a lu ab le  ex p e rie n ce  in  p a r lia m e n ta ry  p ro ced u re , p u b lic  speak -
in g , and p o s s ib ly  p r a c t i c a l  p o l i t i c s *  The p re s id e n t  o f  the
P h ilo lo g ia n  was no mere f ig u re h e a d , fo r  he was re q u ire d  to
a c t  as judge in  th e  d eb a tes  and to re n d e r  the  d e c is io n
"acco rd in g  to  th e  m e rits  o f  th e  D e b a t e * T h ©  l i t e r a r y
s o c ie ty  a t W illiam s C o llege was im p o rtm t in  th e  speech
t r a in in g  o f th e  fu tu re  P re s id e n t o f  th© U nited  S ta te s*
At c o lle g e  G a r f ie ld  was a lso  a member o f th© "E q u itab le
F r a te r n i ty ,"  a n o n -s e c re t  so c ie ty *  A pparen tly  a good d ea l
o f r i v a l r y  e x is te d  betw een t h i s  o rg a n is a t io n  and th© s ix
s e c r e t  s o c ie t i e s  on th e  campus* In  th© E q u ita b le  F r a te r n i ty
G a r f ie ld  gained  f u r th e r  speech  experience*  He w ro te ;
61 i b i d . .  p .  39*
62"he C o n s titu t io n s  o f  th *  A delphle Union and P h ilo lo g ia n  
S o c ie t ie s  of W illiam s C o llege . #111jam®town, h a s a », 1Q5&*
(Published~Tn th e  i ’orm of a pam phlet and la  found in  the 
L ib ra ry  o f  Congress)*
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There a re  s i x  s e c r e t  s o c ie t i e s  in  c o l le g e ,  and th© an t i -  
s e c r e t  s o c ie ty ,  to  which I  b e lo n g , has been making some 
e x e r t io n s  to  c o u n t e m t  t h e i r  e v i l  in flu en ces*  They bec&si© 
v e ry  in d ig n a n t and ch a lle n g ed  us to  a d isc u ss io n *  They 
chose th re e  cham pions, and ou r s o c ie ty  th r e e .  The p r in c ip a l  
la b o r  o f  th e  d is c u s s io n  comes upon me, and, as th e  speeches 
a re  to  be w r i t te n  o u t in  f u l l  and p u b lish ed  in  book form,
I  am d e s iro u s  o f  doing th e  th in g  as w e ll  as I  ca n . I to ld  
them, s in c e  th e y  gave th e  c h a lle n g e , w© had th© r ig h t  of 
choosing our weapons, so I  proposed an o r a l  d iscu ss io n *
They r e fu s e d ,  and, on being  pushed fo r  th e  reaso n  o f  t h e i r  
r e f u s a l ,  th ey  s a id  th ey  had n o t as good d e b a te rs  as we, ani 
would p r e f e r  to  w r i t e .  So w© a c c e p te d . I  s h a l l  v i s i t  th©
As t o r  L ib ra ry , Hew York, and p ro b ab ly  th e  P u b lic  L ibra ry in  
B oston , and make re se a rc h e s  on th© g en e ra l s u b je c t  o f  Secrecy 
and S e c re t O rg a n iz a tio n s* 3
The r i v a l r y  between th i s  f r a t e r n i t y  and th© s e c r e t  o rgan ­
iz a t io n s  is f u r th e r  in d ic a te d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  q u o ta tio n  taken  
from a l e t t e r  w hich G a rf ie ld  w rote w h ile  a t W illiam s C o lleg e i
You remember th© hogian e le c t io n *  There has been g re a t e x c i te ­
ment among th e  a s p i r a n ts  f o r  o f f ic e  w ith in  th e  l a s t  th r e e  weeks 
and a s tro n g  S e c re t-S o c ie ty  c o a l i t io n  was formed to  run in  t h e i r  
own men to  th e  o f f ic e s  and th e re  i s  always a g re a t  s t r i f e  fo r  
th e  f i r s t  P residency*  L as t Wednesday evening much to  th e  cha­
g r in  o f  the c l iq u e ,  X was e le c te d  to  th e  f i r s t  P residency  fo r 
th e  coming y e a r  by a v o te  o f Ij.6 to  3 0 * ^
I t  i s  w orthy o f  not© th a t  w h ile  a t  W illiam s C ollege Gar­
f i e l d  became a member o f  th© “M ills  T h eo lo g ica l S o c ie ty ,** which 
was made up o f  p ro s p e c tiv e  young m in is te rs*  A lthough G a rf ie ld  
d isa g re e d  w ith  th e  members on a r e l ig io u s  b a s i s ,  he was a c tiv e  
and re p o r te d  p a r t i c ip a t ln g  in  th© d eb a tes  o f  th a t  s o c ie ty  a ls o .
D uring h is  l a s t  y e a r  in  c o lle g e  G a r f ie ld  served  as e d i to r  
o f  th e  W illiam s Q u a r te r ly * He was e n th u s ia s t ic  and e a rn e s t
63L e t te r  to  Gorydon &• F u l le r ,  d a ted  Troy, N. Y ., 
November 28, 1855* H em inlscences o f  James A* G a r f ie ld ,  p . 212.
^ • L e t t e r  to  Corydon A, F u l l e r ,  dated  Williams C ollege ,
J u ly  1?» 1655* Reminiscences of James A, G a r f i e ld , p . 197*
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in  h is  e f f o r t s  to  succeed  a t  t h i s  ta s k .  This p u b lic a t io n  con­
t a in s  some news item s o f  c o lle g e  happenings and d is c u s s e s  some 
o f  th e  campus problem s * The main purpose o f  th e  Q u a r te r ly * 
a p p a re n tly , was to  g iv e  th e  s tu d e n t an o p p o rtu n ity  to  writ© 
l i t e r a r y  a r t i c l e s *  G a r f ie ld  w ro te s e v e ra l  a r t i c l e s  du ring  
h is  e d i to r s h ip ,  and in  a l e t t e r  to a f r ie n d  he s ta te d :  "You
have d o u b tle s s  re c e iv e d  the  Q u a r te r ly  b e fo re  th i s  tim e , . • *
I  had n in e - te n th s  o f  a l l  th© la b o r  o f  c r i t i c i s i n g ,  c o r re c t in g  
p ro o f , keeping  th e  books, and c a rry in g  on th e  b u s in e ss  e o rre -  
spondence*,#̂
An im p o rtan t f e a tu re  in  th e  t r a in in g  o f  th e  fu tu re  s t a t e s ­
man was th© o p p o r tu n ity  he had to  h ea r o u ts ta n d in g  men speak 
w h ile  a t  W illiam s C o lleg e , He h ea rd  Congressman John Z, Goodrich 
d isc u ss  th e  K ansas-N ebraska s tru g g le *  A lthough uncommitted in  
p o l i t i c s  a t  th© b eg in n in g  o f  h is  c o lle g e  c a r e e r ,  G a r f ie ld  was 
re p o r te d  to  have s a id  a t  the  c lo se  o f  th© congressm an1̂  speech , 
"This s u b je c t  i s  e n t i r e ly  now to  me, X am going to  know a l l  
about i t . * 6^
Ihe commencement sp eak er in  l8 $ k  was Ralph Waldo Emerson*
The young e o lle g e  s tu d e n t from th© West was much im pressed 
w ith  Emerson* " I  could  not s le e p ,"  he rem arked, " a f t e r  
h ea rin g  h is  thundersto rm  o f  e lo q u e n t th o u g h ts * " ^  A pparently  
the  d if f e r e n c e  in  th e o lo g ic a l  views between G a r f ie ld  and
6 5 ie tt© r  to  Corydon 1* F u l l e r ,  d a ted  Solon, Cuyahoga Co*, 0 ., 
Monday, August 20, 1&55* Remindscenees o f  James A, G a r f ie ld ,
p • 203 *
^ B u n d y , p . I4X)•
6 7 l e t t e r  to  Corydon E« P u l le r ,  d a ted  W illiam s C o llege ,
August 22, I 85J4-* R em iniscences of James A. G a r f ie ld ,  p . 137-
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n o te d  le c tu r e #  d id  n o t keep th e  form er from re c o g n is in g  
th e  g re a tn e s s  o f ta b rso n *  G a r f ie ld  a ls o  heard  Henry Ward 
B eecher and s a id  he was much p le a se d  w ith  him*6® Thus 
w ith in  a few months he bad h ea rd  Henry Ward B eecher, Ralph 
Waldo Kmerson, and Mark Hopkins* P robab ly  few young men o f  
h is  day w ere p e rm it te d  th e  p r iv i le g e  o f s tu d y in g  so many 
o u ts ta n d in g  men in  such a b r i e f  p e r io d .
I t  was th© good fo r tu n e  o f  G a rf ie ld  to  be a s s o c ia te d  
w ith  one o f  th e  g r e a te s t  ed u c a to rs  o f  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry , 
Mark H opkins, who was d e s tin e d  to  p lay  a m ajor ro le  in  mold­
ing  th e  fu tu re  o r a to r  and sta tesm an*  G a r f ie ld  was im pressed 
w ith  th e  t a le n te d  e d u c a to r  and a f t e r  h e a rin g  him speak he 
reco rd ed  in  h is  J o u rn a l*
F i r s t  and m ost im p o rtan t he Im pressed me w ith  th e  id ea  th a t  
every  word comes from h is  h e a r t  up th rough  h is  u n d ers tan d in g  
and I  f e e l  th a t  he I s  a good man* He c e r t a in ly  i s  a g re a t  
th in k e r  though I  shou ld  n o t say  a v e ry  o r ig in a l  one* Thor© 
i s  a symmetry about h i s  mind th a t  i s  adm irable* His manner 
and g e s tu re s  a re  p e c u l ia r ly  h is  own, and though th ey  lo o k  
w e ll on him, y e t  they  would be awkward fo r  most men. On th e  
whole I  th in k  he Is  a g re a t  xaan*69
G arfie ld *  s rev e ren c e  and ad m ira tio n  grew and du rin g  h is  
se n io r  y e a r  he commented:
We a re  now g a th e r in g  th e  r i p e s t  f r u i t  o f  the  c o lle g e  co u rse , 
and o u r beloved  and pow erfu l P re s id e n t Hopkins la  le a d in g  us 
w ith  a s tro n g  hand a long  p a th s  o f  thought which my f e e t  have 
n ever b e fo re  trodden*  I  hope to save some o f  the  t r e a s u re s  
he i s  g iv in g  u s ,  to  use In  coming l i f e . 70
68L e t te r  to  Corydon &« F u l le r ,  d a ted  W illiam s C o lleg e , 
Septem ber i l l ,  I 85I4.. R em iniscences o f  James A. Par f i e l d , p* 1I4.5 .
^ Q u o te d  by Sm ith, I ,  ?!<-*
70L e t t e r  to  Corydon K, F u l l e r ,  d a ted  W illiams C o lleg e ,
Mass*, Monday, February  11, 1856. Retainiscences o f  James A*
G a r f i e ld ,  p .  216*
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A eon tem poraiy , who l ik e w is e  s tu d ie d  under K opkins, s a id :
Toward W ill lama C ollege he has always e n te r ta in e d  a most f i l i a l  
a f f e c t i o n ,  and e v e r  speaks w ith  deep f e e l in g  o f the  b e n e f i t s  
w hich he d e r iv e d  from h is  two years* re s id e n c e  th e r e ,  and esp e ­
c i a l l y  fro® th e  in s t r u c t io n  and in f lu e n c e  o f  Dr. H opkins, th e  
P re s id e n t ,  who d u rin g  h is  t h i r t y  y e a r s ’ ten u re  o f  th a t  o f f ic e  
im pressed  h im s e lf  as s t ro n g ly  upon th e  young men under h is  
charge as any c o lle g e  i n s t r u c to r  the coun try  has e v e r  seen , 
and who has o ld  p u p ils  on th e  Supreme Bench o f th e  U nited S ta te s ,  
in  b o th  Houses o f  C ongress, and In o th e r  p o s i t io n s  o f  t r u s t  and 
in f lu e n c e  th roughou t th e  l a n d .71
” I t  was f o r tu n a t e ,” S en a to r Hoar o b se rv e s , ” th a t h is  v ig ­
orous youth  found i t s e l f  u nder th e  In flu e n ce  o f  a v ery  g re a t 
b u t very  s im p le  send s in c e r e  c h a ra c te r -  - - - Dr. Hopkins tau g h t 
h is  p u p ils  th a t  le s so n  in  which some o f  ou r c o lle g e s  so sa d ly  
f a i l —rev e ren c e  fo r  th e  re p u b lic a n  l i f e  o f  which th e y  were to  
form a p a r t ,  and fo r  th© g re a t  h i s to r y  of whose g lo ry  th e y  were 
in h e r i to r s  •
The te a c h in g  o f  Hopkins was n o t on ly  s c h o la r ly ,  b u t  g r e a t ly  
m o tiv a ted  th e  s tu d e n ts .  In  h is  c la s s e s  h© used  c h a r ts  and d ia ­
grams e f f e c t iv e ly  and was s k i l l e d  in  the  use o f th© S o c ra tic  
method in  the  d is c u s s io n s  o f  th e  c la ss ro o m .73
The in f lu e n c e  o f  Hopkins on G a r f ie ld  d id  not cease  w ith  
th© g ra d u a tio n , fo r  a s tro n g  f r ie n d s h ip  grew between the 
s tu d e n t and te a c h e r .  L a te r  the W illiam s C ollege P re s id e n t 
o f fe re d  tim e ly  c r i t i c i s m  to  th e  Ohio Congressman* G a r f ie ld  
reco rd ed  in  h is  J o u rn a l : 11X re c e iv e d  a l e t t e r  today  from
7lBundy, p . 35-
72 H o a r , p p . 23-21*..
73Woodrow W. Wasson, James A. G a rf ie ld  and R e lig io n :
A Study in  th e  R e lig io u s  Thought and A c tiv ity  of an American 
S tatesm an (U npublished d o c to ra l d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n iv e ra ity  of 
Chicago, December 1 9 h l)9 P* 210.
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Dr# Hopkins speak ing  in  th e  k in d e s t term® o f my amnesty
speech  wad su g g e s tin g  th a t  I  ought not to  speak as o f te n
?kas I  have fo rm erly  done.**^
How much d id  Mark Hopkins in f lu e n c e  the  speak ing  o f  
James A. G a r f ie ld ?  P robab ly  th e  in d i r e c t  in f lu e n c e  was 
g r e a t  f o r :  (1) Mark Hopkins in c re a se d  G arfie ld * a  d ev o tio n
fo r  th e  d em o cra tic  way o f l i f e  and deepened h is  a p p re c ia t io n  
o f  the  American h e r i ta g e  o f re p u b lic a n  government? (2) Hopkins 
ta u g h t him to  th in k  more o b je c t iv e ly  and r e f l e c t i v e l y  — t h i s  
was a v a lu ab le  c o n tr ib u t io n  to th e  speech making o f  th e  o r a to r ;  
(3) Mark Hopkins gave an added im petus to  th© e th ic a l  and 
m oral concep ts i n s t i l l e d  in  G a rf ie ld  by h is  m other and warmly 
encouraged a t  th e  Mmte m  Reserve H c le c tie  I n s t i t u t e ;  (I4.) 
Hopkins gave him a b ro ad e r  o u tlo o k  on l i f e  In  g en era l and 
in c re a se d  h is  scop© o f  i n t e r e s t s ;  and {£) Mark Hopkins su p p lied  
an i n t e l l e c t u a l  s tim u lu s  th a t  very l ik e ly  proved a s ig n i f i c a n t  
h e lp  in  G a r f ie ld 1s g en e ra l speech p rep a ra tio n *
G a r f ie ld  spoke s in c e r e ly  when he s ta te d  in  a l e t t e r  to  
Mark H opkins: " I  am su re  you do not know how g re a t a g r a t i ­
f i c a t io n  i t  i s  to  me to  know th a t  X am k in d ly  remembered by
you, whom X so much rev e ren ce  and to  whom I  am under so many 
o b l ig a t io n s .75
^ G a r f i e ld  Jou rnal (F ebruary  3, 187&)• Ib is  m an u scrip t
Jo u rn a l i s  d e p o s ite d  witK" the G a rf ie ld  Fapers In the M anuscript
D iv is io n  of the  L ib rary  o f C ongress• ( r e f e r r e d  to h e r e a f te r  
as J o u rn a l)
^ L e t t e r  to  Mark Hopkins dated  December 12, 1 8 6 3 *
Found In  G a r f ie ld -E in s d a le  Papers d ep o s ite d  in  the  M anuscript
D iv is io n  o f  th e  L ib ra ry  of Congress in  Washington, D. C.
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LATER SPEECH EXPERIENCE
P re s id e n t  o f  th e  W estern R eserve E c le c t ic  I n s t i t u t e ,
When G a r f ie ld  g rad u a ted  from W illiam s C o lleg e , he re tu rn e d  
to  th e  W estern Reserve E c le c t ic  I n s t i t u t e  to  become an 
I n s t r u c to r  o f th e  a n c le n t languages* He soon gained  an 
en v iab le  r e p u ta t io n  as p re a c h e r , te a c h e r ,  d e b a te r , and In  
a few months he became th© head o f th e  school*
Gar f i e l d  had o p p o r tu n ity  to  speak on many o ccasio n s
w h ile  p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  academy on the W estern Reserve* He
spoke a t th e  opening o f  each sch o o l te rn  and a t o th e r  Im portan t
sch o o l even ts*  In  the summer o f  1857 he w ro te to a f r ie n d s
We have rem odeled th e  governm ent, p u b lish ed  r u le s ,  p u b lish ed  
a new ca ta lo g u e  and have now, th e  fo u r th  week, 2$0 s tu d e n ts  (no 
prim ary) as o rd e r ly  as clockw ork and a l l  h a rd  a t  work * * * *
I  te a c h  seven c la s s e s  and ta k e  e n t i r e  charge o f  th e  schoo l and 
I t s  co rrespondence b es id es*  I  have th e  most advanced c la s s e s  
in  th e  sc h o o l and d e l iv e r  most o f  th e  morning le c tu r e s  #?&
The d a i ly  chapel assem bly was a v i t a l  p a r t  o f th e  schedu le  
a t  th e  E c le c tic *  These m ee tin g s , r e f e r r e d  to as th e  “morning 
l e c tu r e s , "  in c lu d ed  a d e v o tio n a l s e rv ic e  c o n s is t in g  o f  Bibl© 
re a d in g , s in g in g , p ra y e r , and a le c tu re *  G a rfie ld * a  p rede^  
ee sso r  d is c u s se d  m ostly  B ib l ic a l  themes a t  th e se  l e c tu r e s ,  
b u t G a r f ie ld  changed t h i s  p ro ced u re  and gave speeches on 
" e d u c a tio n , te a c h in g , books, methods o f s tu d y  and re a d in g , 
p h y s ic a l  geography , geo logy , h i s t o r y ,  th e  B ib le ,  m o ra ls , 
c u r re n t  to p ic s  and l i f e  q u e s t io n s *"7?
^ L e t t e r  to  Corydon a* F u l le r ,  d a ted  Hiram A ugust, 30* 
1857* R em iniscences o f James A* G a r f ie ld . p« 257*
G reen, pp* 105-106
llbKARY
I\2
During th® p e r io d  o f h i s  a d m in is tra t io n  G a rf ie ld  gave 
s p e c ia l  a t t e n t io n  to  in s t r u c t io n  fo r  te a c h e rs  by d e l iv e r in g  
le c tu r e s  on methods o f te a c h in g  and schoo l governm ent. He 
a lso  ex p re sse d  hi® view s on ed u ca tio n  in  speeches to  ® Teacher 
I n s t i t u t e s 9 on th e  W estern R eserv e . He spoke extem poraneously  
from  n o t* * *7$ and some o f th e s e  o u t l in e s  a re  p re se rv e d  among 
th e  G a r f ie ld  P a p e rs* ^
While P re s id e n t o f  th e  E c le c t i c ,  G a r f ie ld ’s ® int© rest
and en th u siasm  in  th© work o f  th e  s o c ie t i e s  d id  n o t d im inish ,®
end th e  l i t e r a r y  s o c ie t i e s  w ith  h is  encouragem ent were re p o r t*
ed to  be ^ e n th u s ia s t ic  and su c c e s s fu l *®8® Green says th e
G a rf ie ld  a d m in is tra tio n  gave a t te n t io n  to  © locu tion  and nhow
t© become a good reader*®  He f u r th e r  commentst
I t  was h e ld , t h a t  ®to become a good r e a d e r ,  two th in g s  a re  
r e q u i s i t e —f i r s t ,  the  power o f  v o ca l ex p ress io n ?  and second 
an a p p re c ia t io n  o f th e  a u th o r ’s  th o u g h t. For th i s  re a so n  a 
p a r t  o f  each r e c i t a t i o n  w i l l  b© devoted  to  v o ca l g y m n astic s , 
and th© a d a p ta t io n  o f th e  vo ice  to  ex p ress  th e  d i f f e r e n t  
em otions and p ass io n s*  Then a c lo se  s tu ^ r  o f  th e  sen tim e n t 
to  be r e a d , w i l l  en a b le  th e  s tu d e n t to  re a d  ’w ith  th e  s p i r i t  
and th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g , * In s te a d  o f  m erely m outhing th e  p r in te d
w ords*”81
The cu rricu lu m  was broadened d u rin g  G a r f ie ld ’s a d m in ls tra -
ftp
t i o n .  Murdoch and B u s s e l l ’s t e x t ,  Orthophony*, o r  Vocal C u ltu re .
? 8 l b I d .
7 9 s .a  G a r f ie ld  Papers (P u b lic  U tte ra n ces  I8j>6-1860).
®®Green, p . 1 1 7 .
8 l X b l d . .  p .  1 1 1 .
®2ja*e* E. Murdoch and W illiam  H u sse ll, Orthophony, o r  
Vocal C u ltu re  (Bostons T icknor and F ie ld s , 1868)* O rig in a l 
E d it  ion  ltSlf.^** 73rd  E d it io n , 1890, In t .S . t f .  L ib ra ry  l i s t e d  
un d er B u s s e l l ,  W illiam , re -ed lt© d  by th e  Rev* F ra n c is  T. H u s s e ll .  
An e a r l i e r  e d i t io n  than  th© on© f i r s t  m entioned (1868) was u sed  
a t  Hiram*
1*3
was in tro d u c e d  in to  th e  " f i r s t  y e a r  c o u rse ,"  Quackenbos’ 
Com position and R h e to ric  in  th e  t h i r d  y ear c o u r s e , ^  and 
Demosthenes* S e le c t  O ra tio n s  were s tu d ie d  th e  fo u r th  y e a r .%
The y e a rs  th a t  G a r f ie ld  sp e n t as head o f  the  W estern 
Reserve E c le c t i c  I n s t i t u t e  were v a lu a b le  to  h is  developm ent 
as a s p e a k e r , f o r  th ey  a f fo rd e d  new o p p o r tu n i t ie s  to  improve 
h is  s k i l l  by d e l iv e r in g  th e  "morning l e c t u r e s , "  making speeches 
a t  sch o o l fu n c tio n s  mid te a c h e r  I n s t i t u t e s .
D isc ip le  P reach e r and th e  Denton D ebate. G a r f ie ld ’ s 
most a c t iv e  y e a rs  as a m in is te r  f o r  th e  D isc ip le s  o f C h r is t  
were th e  f iv e  y e a rs  im m ediately  fo llo w in g  h i s  g ra d u a tio n  from 
W illiam s* In  Jan u ary , l 8f$ he w ro te x "X speak somewhere 
every  L ord ’ s day and have w r i t te n  and d e liv e re d  l e c tu r e s  th i s  
s e a s o n * " ^  G a r f ie ld  perform ed m arriage  ce rem on ies, o f f i c i a t e d  
a t  b ap tism a l s e r v ic e s ,  p reached  fu n e ra ls  and conducted  r e v iv a l  
m e e tin g s .* ^  In  18$8 he w ro tes
I  have had th e  m ost to  do in  two or th r e e  p r o t r a c te d  m eetings#  
One in  H iram, 3 -̂ a d d i t io n s ;  one in  Jfewburg, 20 a d d i t io n s .  I  
have spoken every  Sunday, and f u l f i l l e d  my d u tie s  as te a c h e r
^ 0 *  P* Quackenbos, LL*D*, Com position and R h e to r ic s 
A a e r ie s  o f  P r a c t i c a l  Lessons on t h e 1 o r ig in , 'h i s t o r y « ImS!"
M M M W M H M B  m M M *  m m m nM M  M H M M W M H H IH M ir  IiwM W M M M M M M M ' MNMataMpN#
p e c u la r lfc ie s  o f  th e  E n g lish  Language  ̂ p u n e tu a tio n , t a s t e  th e  
p le a s u re s  o f  th e  im agination*  f ig u r e s * s ty le  * * * * (Hew Yorks 
D* A ppleton and Company, T 886)# The book was co p y rig h ted  in  
l 8$k by G. P. Quackenbos*
^ tJ r e e n ,  pp# 129-130* (Murdoch and B u s s e l l’ s E lo cu tio n  
and Quackenboa* R h e to ric  rem ained in  the cu rricu lu m  fo r  many 
y ea rs  and may be found in  th e  e a r ly  ca ta lo g u es  a f t e r  th e  
E c le c t ic  had become Hiram C ollege in  1867).
L e t t e r  to  Cory don E* F u l l e r ,  d a ted  Hiram, January  16,
18$8* Reminiscences o f  Jaraea A* G a r f i e ld , p* 26?,
®^Green, p* 1 0 3 *
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and manager ©f the school*®^
B* A* Hinadal© was c lo s e ly  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  G a r f ie ld  and 
la  q u a l i f i e d  to  g ive  an accoun t o f  th e  la tte r* ®  p reach in g  ex ­
p e r ie n c e . He g iv e s  th e  fo llo w in g  summary:
F or f u l l  f iv e  y e a rs  he p reach ed  somewhere n e a r ly  every  
Sunday. A number o f  churches can be named to  which he 
preached  " o n e -h a lf  h i s  tim e" f o r  s e v e ra l  y ea rs*  He appeared  
o c c a s io n a lly  in  th e  p u lp i t s  o f  churches where he had no reg u ­
l a r  engagem ents* At th e  g r e a t  " y e a r ly  m eetings" where th o u ­
sands g a th e re d  u n d er th e  o ld  "B edford te n t"  o r  u nder th e  
shade , he was a f a v o r i t e  p reach er*  H is sermons l i v e  o n ly  
in  th e  h e a r t s  o f  th o se  who h ea rd  them* They were s tro n g  in  
th e  e t h i c a l  r a t h e r  th an  in  th e  evangel 1 s t  l e a l  elem ent* He 
had sm a ll i n t e r e s t  in  p u re ly  th e o lo g ic a l  o r  e e c l e s i a s t i c a l  
to p ic s*  Etis s t r i c t e r  b r e th r e n  found much f a u l t  w ith  him 
beeause  he was n o t more d en o m in a tio n a l, b u t  th e  p e o p le , ™ 
w herever he w ent, would tu r n  o u t to  h e a r  G a r f ie ld  p rea c h *00
I t  can be concluded  on th e  b a s is  o f  th e  ev idence J u s t  
quoted  th a t  G a r f ie ld  had w ide ex p e rien ce  in  p u lp i t  speak ing  
when he e n te re d  th e  U nited  S ta te s  Congress in  IS63* " In d ee d ,"  
comments F* M* G reen, "he d id  n o t cease  e n t i r e l y  to  p reac h  
u n t i l  a f t e r  h i s  e l e c t io n  t© Congress In  1B6>**®^ In  th e  
G a r f ie ld  P ace rs  th e re  a re  many o u t l in e s  o f  serm ons he d e l iv e re d  
in  th e  e ig h te e n  f i f t i e s *  Follow ing  a re  re p ro d u c tio n s  o f  th r e e  
o f  th e s e  o u t l i n e s ,  and each  one r e p re s e n ts  a  ty p e  o f  o u t l in e  
used  f re q u e n t ly  by G a r f ie ld  in  p u lp i t  speaking*
®^$*etter to  Corydon B* F u l le r ,  d a ted  Hiram, la r c h  23, 
1858. R em iniscences o f  James A* G a r f ie ld * p* 269*
go
B# A* H in sd a le , P re s id e n t G a r f ie ld  and g d u ca tio n  
(B oston : James B* Osgood and Company,




& i  tp . i
^  •* » <<//«»—
X. ' / — t, ,
/< £#-*<, / 7 
*  4 u ~ ie*  % y,^ . . fJ
/ 1 ^ W *v
C<- fc^.
■^^•, JSu Za* /#M^
9*~ & ^
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3, (4nedû 7v**-44 * CtsisYtC Y A&et*yL~U-l/J 
/  L
Z- Yf-l+.yt'***^ C_/^')
■" J  r  L J -
^  o/ fdU^. /Y aj
*
9 -it.
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I n  December 1858 ,  ( J a r f i e l d  had an o p p o r t u n i t y  to  p u t  
i n t o  p r a c t i c e  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  he  h a d  l e a r n e d  I n  t h e  d e b a t i n g  
s o c i e t i e s  and to add t o  h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  r e l i g i o u s  sp e ak in g *  
At t h a t  t im e  he  d e b a t e d  a f r e e  t h i n k e r  named John Denton*
The l a t t e r  a f f i r m e d :  wMan, a n im a l s  and v e g e t a b l e s  came i n t o
e x i s t a a c e  by t h e  o p e r a t i o n  of  laws o f  s p o n ta n e o u s  g e n e r a t i o n  
and p r o g r e s s i v e  d e v e lo p m e n t ,  and t h e r e  I s  no e v id e n c e  t h a t  
t h e r e  was e v e r  any e x e r t i o n  o f  d i r e c t  c r e a t i v e  power on t h i s
p l a n e t *”90
G a r f i e l d  d i l i g e n t l y  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h i s  d e b a t e ,  and i n  
d e s c r i b i n g  i t  h e  s a i d :
I  have  n e v e r  b e e n  n e r v e d  up t o  s u c h  a p i t c h  o f  m e n ta l  
i n t e n s i t y  as p r e v i o u s  to  and d u r i n g  th© d i s c u s s i o n  . . . ,
The l a r g e  h a l l  was d e n s e l y  p a c k e d  b e lo w  and above and e a c h  
s e s s i o n  a v e r a g e d  from 700 t o  1000 p e o p le *  On th© whol© 
i t  was by  f a r  th e  most momentous o c c a s i o n  o f  my l i f e .
F o r  none was I  e v e r  b e t t e r  p r e p a r e d  and on none d i d  I  e v e r  
s u c c e e d  b e t t e r . 91
The D i s c i p l e s  and o t h e r  r e l i g i o u s  p e o p le  o f  t h e  l o c a l i t y  were 
a p p a r e n t l y  h i g h l y  p l e a s e d  w i t h  G a r f i e l d ' s  p e r f o r m a n c e ,  and  
one p r o m in e n t  D i s c i p l e  p r e a c h e r  s a i d  o f  th© Denton d e b a t e ,
" I f  we a t  G h ag r in  F a l l s  Church had  p a i d  #100 e a c h  tow ard  
Jam es1 e d u c a t i o n ,  we s h o u l d  be more t h a n  r e p a i d  by t h i s  
d e b a t e . "92
The d e b a t e  w i t h  Denton  i s  I m p o r t a n t  f o r  th e  f o l l o w i n g  
r e a s o n s :  (1 )  i t  b r o a d e n e d  - a r f i e l d 1a e x p e r i e n c e  In  r e l i g i o u s  
s p e a k i n g ;  (2 )  I t  i n c r e a s e d  h i s  e t h i c a l  a p p e a l  among t h e  p e o p le
S m i t h , X, 1 2 3 .
9 1 I b l d . .  p p .  12I4. -1 2 5 .
^ G a r f i e l d - H in s d a l e  L e t t e r s ,  p .  i),2 .
it-9
o f  t h e  . . a s t e r n  H o se rv e ;  and  (3 ) i t  h e l p e d  to  s t i m u l a t e  an 
I n t e r e s t  i n  s c i e n t i f i c  s u b j e c t s  w h ich  G a r f i e l d  n e v e r  l o s t .
A f t e r  t h e  d e b a t e  G a r f i e l d  d e l i v e r e d  s e v e r a l  s p e e c h e s  
a t  t h e  Western  R e s e rv e  E c l e c t i c  I n s t i t u t e  and o t h e r  p l a c e s  
on g e o lo g y  and r e l i g i o n ,  as  an o u t g r o w t h  o f  h i s  p r e p a r a t i o n  
f o r  t h e  Denton  d e b a t e . ^
E a r l y  P o l  i t  i c a l  a n d  C i v i l  iVar S p e a k i n g s . When G a r f i e l d  
r e t u r n e d  t o  h i r a m  f rom  W il l ia m s  C o l l e g e ,  he was a f o l l o w e r  o f  
th e  i n f a n t  R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y ,  which, v i g o r o u s l y  opposed  th e  
e x t e n s i o n  o f  s l a v e r y  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i e s .  G a r f i e l d  t o o k  m  
a c t i v e  p a r t  i n  p o l i t i c s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime i n  t h e  cam paign  
o f  l d p 6 .  lie mad© good u s e  o f  t h e  d e b a t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e  he had
g a i n e d  i n  t h e  l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t i e s .  To h i s  f r i e n d  f u l l e r  he
w r o t e :
I n  th© g r e a t  p o l i t i c a l  I s s u e  o f  t h e  day I  f e l t  m y s e l f
j u s t i f i e d  I n  t a k i n g  an a c t i v e  p a r t  and t h e  moment I  was
f a i r l y  a f l o a t  I  had  more c a l l s  t o  sp e a k  t h a n  I  c o u ld  
r e s p o n d  t o .  I  h e l d  t h r e e  d e b a t e s ,  t h e  c h i e f  one a t  
G a r r e t t s v i l l e .  The Democrats  c h a l l e n g e d  me to meet  any 
s p e a k e r  t h e y  m ig h t  c h o o s e  I n  P o r t a g e  c o u n t y ,  f o r  t h e y  were 
n o t  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  t h e i r  champion (a  Varren l a w y e r )  w i th  
whom I  had  d e b a t e d  b e f o r e .  I  a c c e p t e d  and t h e y  c h o se  t h e  
s t r o n g e s t  Dem ocrat  i n  t h e  c o u n t y ,  t h e  e d i t o r  o f  t h e  P o r t a g e  
S e n t i n e l . e had  an  immense a u d ie n c e  and made t h r e e  s p e e c h e s  
e a c h .  The R e p u b l i c a n  p a p e r s  s a i d  he was v a n q u i s h e d  and h i s  
D e m o cra t i c  f r i e n d s  d i d  n o t  deny i t .  I  h a v e  d e l i v e r e d  tw e n ty -  
s i x  l e c t u r e s  b e f o r e  th e  s c h o o l  and s e v e r a l  i n  t h e  c h u r c h e s ,  
making f o r t y  i n  a l l .94-
In  1659 G a r f ie ld  p e r m i t t e d  h i s  name to  be p u t  in  n o m in a t io n
^ G a r f ie ld  Papers (S e v e ra l  o f  the o u t l in e s  of th e se  
speeches are found among the  P ub lic  U tte ran ces  of t h i s  p e r io d ) .
ok
^ L e t t e r  to  Croyden F u l l e r ,  dated  Hiram, November 9.
16$6. Reminiscences of  James A* i;a r f l e l d , p .  2l|.0.
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a s  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  s t a t e  s e n a t o r .  The Denton 
d e b a t e  s e r v e d  to  e x t e n d  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n .  T h i s , added  to  t h e  
f a c t  t h a t  he h ad  d e m o n s t r a t e d  on s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s  h i s  
e f f e c t i v e n e s s  in  p o l i t i c a l  d e b a t e ,  mad® him a w is e  c h o ic e  
f o r  t h e  young R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  t o  n o m in a te  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  
s e n a t e .  G a r f i e l d * s  n o m i n a t i o n ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  Wasson, f*was 
b r o u g h t  a b o u t  by a g r o u p  o f  D i s c i p l e s  i n  Ravenna, t h e  l a r g e s t  
town i n  P o r t a g e  c o u n t y . ”95
G a r f i e l d  c o n d u c t e d  h i s  f i r s t  cam paign  f o r  p u b l i c  o f f i c e
v i g o r o u s l y  and e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y .  He made t h i r t y  p o l i t i c a l
s p e e c h e s ,  a v e r a g i n g  a b o u t  twc h o u r s  i n  l e n g t h .  I n  s tu m p in g
t h e  c o u n t i e s  he  c o n t r a s t e d  t h e  p a r t i e s ,  show ing  th© a d v a n ta g e s
o f  t h e  new p a r t y .  He a p p a r e n t l y  e n jo y e d  th e  cam p a ig n ,  f o r
i n  a l e t t e r  t o  a f r i e n d  he  g i v e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  summary*
The Democrats  and a few e n v io u s  R e p u b l i c a n s  made me th e  
c e n t e r  o f  a t t a c k  and so p a p e r s  and s t u m p e r s  were a c t i v e  i n  
s e c r e t  and open  s l a n d e r  and a b u s e .  I  r e t u r n e d  t h e  f i r e  w i th  
i n t e r e s t .  The r e s u l t  was t h a t  I  had  l , l i3G m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  
two c o u n t i e s  (Summit and P o r t a g e ) ,  i t  b e in g  130 rao r e  v o t e s  
t h a n  G ov e rn o r  Dennison  o b t a i n e d  I n  th© same t e r r i t o r y .
Thus I n  1659,  a t  th e  age o f  t w e n t y - e i g h t ,  G a r f i e l d  was 
e l e c t e d  to  she S t a t e  S e n a t e .  P r o b a b ly  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  as  an 
o r a t o r  e n h a n c e d  h i s  p r e s t i g e  In  t he  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  
he was n o t  lo n g  I n  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  h i s  a b i l i t y .
His f i r s t  s p e e c h  in  t h e  Ohio S e n a te  was an e f f o r t  to
^bfoodrow w. Wasson, Jem eg G arfield  and R e lig io n :
A S tu d y  i n  R e l i g i o u s  Thought  and A c t i v i t y  o f  an American 
S t a t e s m a n  ( U n p u b l i s h e d  d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
C h ic a g o ,  l p l l ? ) ,  p .  101.
96l.  t t e r  to Corydon G. F u l l e r ,  dated  Hiram, November
9 ,  1859* Reminiscences o f  James A. G a r f i e ld ,  p .  3 6 9 .
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k e ep  a p r o v i s  io n  in  t h e  s c h o o l  law s f o r  l i b r a r i e s *  b u t  th© 
m ea su re  was d e f e a t e d *  He s u p p o r t e d  v i g o r o u s l y  t h e  Union and 
Onion  m ea su re s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  t h e  war e f f o r t .  The Ohio l e g i s ­
l a t u r e  p a s s e d  a j o i n t  r e s o l u t i o n  to  i n v i t e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e s  
o f  T e n n e s s e e  and K entucky  t o  v i s i t  th© c a p i t o l  o f  Ohio .  
G a r f i e l d ,  c h o s e n  to  make t h e  c o n t a c t  went t o  L o u i s v i l l e ,  
K e n tu ck y ,  to p r e s e n t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  th© l e g i s l a t u r e s  o f  
t h e  two r e s p e c t i v e  s t a t e s  m e e t in g  a t  t h a t  t im e  i n  L o u i s v i l l e *
I n  h i s  s p e e c h  he was l o y a l  t o  t h e  Union and a t  t h e  same t im e  
c a r e f u l  n o t  t o  d e f e n d  t h e  " f i r e  e a t e r s '1 who were  l e a n i n g  
to w a rd  s e c e s s i o n .  On t h e  i | t h  o f  J u l y ,  i 8 6 0 ,  G a r f i e l d  d e l i v e r e d  
an o r a t i o n  a t  R avenn a ,  O h io ,  w hich  was p u b l i s h e d  i n  pam phle t  
fo rm ,  h i s  r e p u t a t i o n  as  an e f f e c t i v e  s p e a k e r  was g row ing  and 
h i s  s e r v i c e s  as  an o r a t o r  were more and more i n  demand. In  
t h i s  same summer he  a d d r e s s e d  a l a r g e  R e p u b l i c a n  r a l l y  and  was 
v e r y  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  campaign t h a t  f a l l . 97 ne d e l i v e r e d  some 
f i f t y  s p e e c h e s  i n  a l m o s t  as many com m uni t ies  and a t t r i b u t e d  
t h e  demand f o r  h i s  s e r v i c e s  as  a s tump s p e a k e r  i n  t h i s  e l e c t i o n  
o f  i8 6 0  t o  t h e  s p e e c h  he h a d  mad© a t  t h e  S t a t e  C o nv en t io n  i n  
t h e  summer. He w r o t e :
I  had  t h e  good— o r  b a d — f o r t u n e  t o  make a s p e e c h  i n  S t a t e  
C o n v e n t io n  I n  Columbus,  i n  J u l y ,  w h ich  was somewhat a p p la u d e d  
t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  S t a t e ,  so much s o ,  a t  l e a s t ,  as t o  overwhelm 
no w i t h  c a l l s  f o r  s p e e c h e s *  X h a v e  made more th an  f o r t y  
w i t h i n  t h e  l a s t  two m o n th s ,  and h a v e  r e f u s e d  more t h a n  t h a t  
number o f  c a l l s . 9®
97}’o r  d e t a i l s  o f  G a r f i e l d * s  l i f e  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d  
s e e  S m i th ,  p p .  11*7-163*
^ L e t t e r  to  Corydon U. F u l l e r ,  d a ted  Hiram, October 3*
10 60 . R em in iscen ces  o f  J am© g A* G a r f i e l d , p . 29b-*
U n t i l  1859 G a r f i e l d  had s p o k e n  m o s t ly  on r e l i g i o u s  
and  e d u c a t i o n a l  s u b j e c t s ,  b u t  w i t h  h i s  n o m in a t io n  and 
e l e c t i o n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  S e n a te  he e n t e r e d  a new phase  o f  h i s  
s p e a k i n g  o a r e e r .  Soon a f t e r  h i s  e n t r y  i n t o  p o l i t i c s ,  a 
momentous e v e n t  o c c u r r e d  t h a t  p r o v i d e d  shock  f o r c e f u l  enough 
to c a u s e  a  b r e a k  w i t h  t h e  p a s t ,  and to  l a u n c h  him d e f i n i t e l y  
i n t o  a p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r *  T h is  e v e n t  was t i e  C i v i l  War,
A f t e r  war  was d e c l a r e d ,  G a r f i e l d  r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  W este rn  
R e s e rv e  e c l e c t i c  I n s t i t u t e  and c o n t i n u e d  h i s  t e a c h i n g  and 
p r e a c h i n g  u n t i l  he  r e c e i v e d  a t e l e g r a m  from G overnor  D enn ison  
a s k i n g  h im  to  become a L i e u t e n a n t - C o l o n e l  i n  t h e  Union Army, 
G a r f i e l d  o f f i c i a l l y  e n t e r e d  t h e  s e r v i c e  on August 21 ,  
l5 6 l ,  as  l i e u t e n a n t  c o l o n e l  a t  t h e  head o f  th e  F o r t y - s e c o n d  
Reg im ent  o f  O h io ,  On S ep tem b er  5 G overnor  D e n n ison  com­
m i s s i o n e d  him c o l o n e l  and o r d e r e d  him to  h e l p  i n  r a i s i n g  a 
r e g i m e n t .  I n  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h i s  o r d e r  G a r f i e l d  u s e d  a g a i n  
h i s  e x p e r i e n c e  i n  p u b l i c  s p e a k i n g  t o  g r e a t  a d v an tag e *  He 
i s  r e p o r t e d  t o  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  a t  a dance  and ,  a f t e r  h a v i n g  
made a t w e n ty - m in u t e  s p e e c h ,  s e c u r e d  s i x t y  e n l i s t m e n t s . ^  
fie spoke  to  men o f  h i s  own d i s t r i c t  and was s u c c e s s f u l  i n  
h i s  e f f o r t s  t o  r a i s e  r e c r u i t s  f o r  t h e  F o r t y - s e c o n d  Ohio 
V o l u n t e e r s .  Bundy s a y s :  " I t  was m a in ly  by  h i s  e f f o r t s  t h a t
th e  r e g i m e n t  was f i l l e d  u p ;  t o  a pood d e g r e e ,  by ' D i s c i p l e s , 1 
whose p a t r i o t i s m  was c o n s e c r a t e d  by r e l i g i o u s  s&eal.”^ ^
99see Sm ith, 1, 161, 166-167, 173*
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G a r f i e l d  s e r v e d  u n d e r  G e n e r a l  B u e l l*  Be s u c c e s s  f u l l y  
c a r r i e d  o u t  an a s s i g n m e n t  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  t h r e a t  o f  t h e  Union 
f o r c e s  c a u s e d  by t h e  i n v a s i o n  o f  a C o n f e d e r a t e  f o r c e  u n d e r  
Humphrey M a r s h a l l ,  t o o k  p a r t  i n  th e  B a t t l e  o f  S h i l o h ,  s e r v e d  
as  C h ie f  o f  S t a f f  u n d e r  H o s e c r a n s ,  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  t h e  B a t t l e  
o f  C h ickam suga ,  and r e c e i v e d  a M a jo r -G e n e r a l* s  commission*
E i s  e l e c t i o n  to  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C ongress  in  1363 b r o u g h t  
a b o u t  t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  h i s  com m iss ion  and b r o u g h t  to  a 
c l o s e  h i s  m i l i t a r y  c a r e e r *
I t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  t o  s a y  w i t h  c e r t a i n t y  how much 
G a r f i e l d ' s  army e x p e r i e n c e  i n f l u e n c e d  him as a s p e a k e r ;  
how ever ,  I t  seems r e a s o n a b l e  t o  draw some s p e c i f i c  c o n c l u ­
s i o n s *  I t  I n c r e a s e d  h i s  e t h i c a l  p r o o f  i n  t h e  Worth; i n c r e a s e d  
h i s  p r e s t i g e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o n g r e s s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when 
s p e a k i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  m i l i t a r y  a f f a i r s ;  gave him a b r o a d e r  b a c k ­
ground  f o r  h i s  s p e e c h e s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  p o s t  war p ro b le m s ;  and 
p r o v i d e d  him w i t h  a w e a l t h  o f  i l l u s t r a t i v e  m a t e r i a l  f o r  l a t e r  
c o n g r e s s i o n a l  s p e e c h e s *
L e g a l  S p e a k i n g * £hen G a r f i e l d  was p r e s i d e n t  o f  th e  
W este rn  R e s e rv e  E c l e c t i c  I n s t i t u t e ,  he  began  a p r i v a t e  s t u d y  
o f  law .  have  b e en  f o r  some t i m e , ” he w r o t e  a f r i e n d ,
in d e e d  f o r  y e a r s - - t h i n k i n g  o f  t h e  l aw ,  though  my e a r l y  
p r e j u d i c e s  were  v e r y  s t r o n g  a g a i n s t  I t .  * • • I  have be en  
r e a d i n g  law a l i t t l e  from t im e  t o  t im e ,  and s h o u l d  I conc lude  
t o  p r a c t i c e  I  c o u ld  b e g i n  w i t h o u t  a g r e e t  d e a l  of d e la y  . " l ^ l  
Below, i n  . a r f i e l d ' s  own w o rd s ,  i s  t h e  s t o r y  of r a p i d  advance
1J l i e t t e r  t o  Cory don f .  F u l l e r ,  d a t e d  f i r e . " ,  J anuary  16 ,
lOpO. r e m i n i s c e n c e s  o f  James G a r f i e l d ,  p* 26o*
i n  t h e  p r o f e s s i o n ,  and  h i s  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  why some m in im ized  
h i s  l e g a l  work*
There  i s  a g ro u p  o f  p e o p l e  who seem a n x i o u s  t o  b e l i t t l e  
me as  a l aw y er*  S p e a k in g  o f  my employment in  t h e  De G o ly e r  
pavem en t  m a t t e r ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h e y  s a y ;  " G a r f i e l d  was n o t  
em p lo y ed  a s  a l a w y e r ,  b e c a u s e  he I s  n o t  a l a w y e r* "  Now th© 
r e a s o n  o f  t h i s  i s ,  p r o b a b l y ,  t h a t  a l l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  men a re  
e x c e e d i n g l y  j e a l o u s  o f  any one who comes up to t h e i r  p r o ­
f e s s i o n  t h r o u g h  any b u t  t h e  r e g u l a r  c h a n n e ls *  The r e g u l a r  
c h a n n e l  t o  t h e  law i s  to  s t u d y  i n  a l a w y e r ' s  o f f i c e ,  sweep 
o u t  t h e  o f f i c e  f o r  a y e a r  o r  tw o ,  be  a c l e r k  f o r  a y e a r  o r  
uwo m ore ,  t h e n  be  p e t t i f o g  i n  a j u s t i c e ' s  c o u r t ,  and s lo w ly  
and g r a d u a l l y ,  a f t e r  b e i n g  s u b o r d i n a t e  t o  e v e ry b o d y ,  and t h e  
o l d e r  b e a d s  h ave  d i e d  o f f ,  t o  f e e l  h i s  way as a p r a c t i c i n g  
l a w y e r .  I f  a f t e r  f i f t e e n  o r  tw en ty  y e a r s '  p r a c t i c e  th e  man 
g e t s  a c a s e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Supreme C o u r t ,  and i s  a d m i t t e d  
t h e r e ,  h e  c o n s i d e r s  i t  a r e d - l e t t e r  day i n  h i s  h i s t o r y *
I  d i d  n o t  f o l l o w  t h a t  r o u t e *  I  mad© my s t u d y  o f  th e  law 
as  c o m p le te  as  any one I  knew o f ,  b u t  X d i d  i t  i n  my own room 
a t  H iram ,  t h o u g h ,  t o  comply w i t h  s t a t u t e ,  I  e n t e r e d  my name 
f o r m a l l y  w i t h  E r .  R i d d l e ,  a t  C l e v e l a n d .  I n  1661 I  a sk e d  a 
co m m it tee  o f  t h e  Ohio Supreme C o u r t  t o  examine  me, and X was 
t h e n  a d m i t t e d  t o  t h e  b a r  o f  th e  S t a t e .  When t h e  war  s t r u c k  
u s  X was a b o u t  fo rm in g  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  i n t e n d i n g  t o  go r e g u l a r l y  
i n t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e ;  b u t  1 had  t h e n  n e v e r  t r i e d  o r  a rg u e d  a 
c a s e ,  and  n e v e r  had  any l e g a l  e x p e r i e n c e  w h a t e v e r .102
G a r f i e l d ' s  f i r s t  c a s e  was none o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  famous 
ex p a r t e  M i l l i g a n  c a s e  o f  18614. w h ich  e s t a b l i s h e d  th e  r i g h t  
o f  t h e  c i v i l  c o u r t s  o v e r  c i v i l i a n s .  He was I n v i t e d  t o  a s s i s t  
i n  t h i s  c a s e  by J e r e m ia h  B lack*  G a r f i e l d  e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  he  
d i d  n o t  r e c e i v e  any f i n a n c i a l  r e m u n e r a t i o n  from  th e  n o t e d  c a s e ,  
and p a id  f o r  t h e  p r i n t i n g  o f  h i s  own b r i e f *  However,  t h e  e f f o r t  
d i d  g iv e  him an lamed l a t e  s t a n d i n g  In  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Supreme 
C o u r t  and b r o u g h t  him a d d i t i o n a l  e a s e s *  He rem a rk ed  t h a t  a f t e r  
t h e  famous t r i a l  he  had  from two to  s e v e n  c a s e s  e ac h  y e a r  
b e f o r e  t h e  Supreme C o u r t .
10^bdmond Kirk©, n%  E x p e r i e n c e  as a l a w y e r , "  North  
American R ev iew , CXLXV ( J u n e ,  1 8 7 7 ) ,  P* 5>&5*
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i n  1868 B l a c k  c h o se  G a r f i e l d  as t h e  l e a d i n g  c o u n s e l  
f o r  th© A l e x a n d e r  Campbell  h i l l  C a se ,  Campbell  had l e f t  a 
l a r g e  e s t a t e  t o  t h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  h i s  s e c o n d  w ife*  I n  h i s  
l a t e r  y e a r s  he had  b e e n  g i v e n  to  h a l l u c i n a t i o n s #  T h is  f a c t  
e n a b l e d  th© c h i l d r e n  by h i s  f i r s t  w i f e  to  c o n t e s t  t h e  w i l l  
by  q u e s t i o n i n g  t h e  com petency  o f  t h e  t e s t a t o r #  HI  s p o k e , n 
G a r f i e l d  w r o t e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  c a s e ,  ns i x  h o u r s  and a h a l f  
• . • * I  su p p o s e  i t  may n o t  be immodest f o r  me to  say  to 
you t h a t  I  t h i n k  I  h ave  n e v e r  done a more c r e d i t a b l e  p i e c e  
o f  I n t e l l e c t u a l  work t h a n  on t h a t  t r i a l  • • . G a r f i e l d
won t h e  c a s e  and t h e  w i l l  was s u s t a i n e d #
G a r f i e l d  was a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  B en jam in  H* C u r t i s  in  an 
i m p o r t a n t  c a s e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  o f  l i f e  I n s u r a n c e  
com panies  whose p o l i c y  h o l d e r s  e n t e r e d  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  th e  
e n e m y T h e  t im e  G a r f i e l d  was a b l e  t o  g i v e  to th e  p r a c t i c e  
o f  t h e  law was l i m i t e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  o c c a s i o n a l  r e f e r e n c e s  
t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  J o u r n a l  o f  work  done on a b r i e f  o r  o f  some 
c a se  in  p r o g r e s s  i n  t h e  Supreme Court*  F o r  ex am p le ,  h i a  
e n t r y  f o r  F e b r u a iy  2 6 ,  16?6 , i n c l u d e d  t h i s  r e m a r k :  ”1 resumed
my a rgum ent  i n  th© Supreme C our t  and spoke  an h o u r  * . • • I  
was w e l l  p r e p a r e d  f o r  t h i s  a rg um en t  b u t  d i d  n o t  s a t i s f y  m y s e l f
as  u s u a l * ”^ ^
10g I b l d . .  p .  182
I 0 6 Journal (February 2 8 ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,
I n  d i s c u s s i n g  t h e  l e g a l  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  th e  s p e a k e r ,  i t  
seems w i s e  t o  p o i n t  out: t h e  i n t i m a t e  f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  Je rem iah  
B l a c k ,  and th© p r o b a b l e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  th e  j u r i s t  on t h e  young 
c o n g re s s m a n .  B lack  and G a r f i e l d  were  b o t h  e x c e l l e n t  con ­
v e r s a t i o n a l i s t s  and  p o s s e s s e d  b r o a d  and l i b e r a ] ,  e d u c a t i o n s ,  
G a r f i e l d  r e c o r d e d  i n  h i s  J o u r n a l  : **1 n e v e r  meet Judge  B la c k
w i t h o u t  f e e l i n g  what  pow er ,  c u l t u r e  and g e n i u s  o f  mind h as  
t o  overcome a l l  t h e  r o u g h n e s s  o f  p a r t i s a n  f e e l i n g s ,  and make 
a g r e a t  and  d e l i g h t f u l  f r i e n d ,  I  am g l a d  t h e  Judge i s  
e l e c t e d  to  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  Convent i o n ,
A l t h o u g h  G a r f i e l d  a d m ire d  Judge B lack  v e ry  much, he d i d  
nob h e s i t a t e  to d i s a g r e e  w i t h  h im ,  I n  h i s  J o u r n a l  he r e c o r d s  
t h i s  i n c i d e n t :
G a l l e d  on Judge  B l a c k  a t  t h e  Bbbitfc House in  r e f e r e n c e  to  o u r  
n o t e  now due on t h e  V i r g i n i a  farm* Had q u i t e  a l o n g  t a l k  on 
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n *  Judge B lack  h o l d s  t h a t  t h e  House 
has  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  r i g h t  t o  c o u n t  t h e  v o t e ,  b e c a u s e  i t  i s  
empowered i n  a c e r t a i n  c o n t i n g e n c y  to  e l e c t  a P r e s i d e n t  and 
th e  n e c e s s a r y  i n c i d e n t  to  t h a t  power i s  t h e  r i g h t  t o  c oun t  
tn e  v o t e s  i n  o r d e r  to  a s c e r t a i n  w h e t h e r  a c a u s e  has  a r i s e n  
f o r  t h e  House t o  e l e c t  a P r e s i d e n t *  T h is  a s s u m p t io n  i s  a 
m o n s t r o u s  s u b v e r s i o n  o f  th© C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  f o r  an 
e l e c t i o n  by t h e  p e o p l e ;  f o r  th e  House c o u l d  i n  ©very c a se  
where  t h e r e  i s  n o t  an a b s o l u t e  d e f e a t  on © l e c t i o n  by t h e  
E l e c t o r s .1 0 6  jfnot to o  c l e a r  i n  s t a t e m e n t ,  b u t  v e r b a t i a ^
When t h e  E l e c t o r a l  Commission was t o  be a p p o i n t e d  to  
s e t t l e  t h e  H a y e s - I H e le n  e l e c t i o n ,  Judge B lack  came to  se e  
G a r f i e l d  and a d v i s e d  him n o t  t o  s i t  on t h e  Commission* He 
a d v i s e d  s u c h  a c t i o n  b e c a u s e  G a r f i e l d  had o p p osed  t h e  b i l l  
c r e a t i n g  t h e  commission  as  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  had committed
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h i m s e l f  i n  the  Sherman r e p o r t ,  and h i s  r e f u s a l  would " a v o id  
a s e r i o u s  c o l l i s i o n  w i t h  t h e  D em ocra t ic  P a r t y * "  However, 
a f t e r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  Hoar and o t h e r s ,  P a r f i e l d  d e c i d e d  
t h a t  to  w i th d ra w  h i s  name would d i s p l e a s e  h i s  own p a r t y *
He t h e r e f o r e  r e f u s e d  Judge B l a c k ! s a d v i c e . ^ 9  While Judge 
B l a c k  and G a r f i e l d  were  good f r i e n d s ,  t h e  l a t t e r  was by 
no means c o n t r o l l e d  by  t h e  n o t e d  j u r i s t ,  G a r f i e l d ' s  a c ­
q u a i n t a n c e  and f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  Judge B la c k  was r e s p o n s i b l e ,  
a t  l e a s t  i n  p a r t ,  f o r  t h e  l e g a l  s p e a k i n g  o f  G a r f i e l d  in  th© 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Supreme C o u r t ,  and added to  h i s  g e n e r a l  speech 
p r e p a r a t i o n ,
SU^AHY
I t  h a s  b e e n  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  to  g i v e  th e  
b a c k g r o u n d  o f  James A* G a r f i e l d ,  w i t h  ©inphasis on h i s  e a r l y  
t r a i n i n g  and h i s  s p e e c h  e x p e r i e n c e *  G a r f i e l d ’ s f a t h e r  d i e d  
when James was b u t  e i g h t e e n  months o l d ,  b u t  h i s  m o the r  and 
o l d e r  b r o t h e r  c o u r a g e o u s l y  r a n  t h e i r  s m a l l  farm on th e  f r o n t i e r ,  
and t h e  f a m i l y  was k e p t  t o g e t h e r *  While i t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  
t o  s a y  how much t a r  f i e  I d ' s  m o th e r  I n f l u e n c e d  h im, i t  I s  e v i d e n t  
t h a t  h e r  f i r m  f a i t h  i n  t h e  b i b l e  and h e r  p a t r i o t i s m  wore I n ­
s t i l l e d  i n  h e r  so n  a t  an e a r l y  age and l e f t  t h e i r  i m p r i n t  on 
h im .  At t h e  age o f  t h r e e  G a r f i e l d  e n t e r e d  s c h o o l ,  e a r l y  
showed p ro m is e  o f  u n u s u a l  a b i l i t y  t o  l e a r n ,  and was s e l e c t e d  
by h i s  f a m i l y  a s  one who must  s e c u r e  an e d u c a t i o n *
At Geauga Academy, a F re e  W il l  B a p t i s t  I n s t i t u t i o n ,
1Q9J o u r n a l  ( h a r l y  months o f  lei7 7 )*
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G a r f i e l d ' s  c h i e f  i n t e r e s t  was f o r e n s i c  a c t i v i t y .  Here  he 
b e g a n  a l o n g  and  p l e a s a n t  a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  l i t e r a r y  and 
d e b a t i n g  s o c i e t y ,  w h ich  was p o p u l a r  i n  t h e  c o l l e g e s  and u n i ­
v e r s i t i e s  i n  t h e  e i g h t e e n  f i f t i e s .  G a r f i e l d  soon t r a n s f e r r e d  
to  t h e  W es te rn  R ese rv e  E c l e c t i c  I n s t i t u t e ,  w hich  was ru n  by  
th e  D i s c i p l e s  o f  C h r i s t  and whose t e a c h i n g  was in  harmony 
w i t h  h i s  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s .  Here ,  as a t  Geauga Academy, th e  
d e b a t i n g  s o c i e t i e s  p l a y e d  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  In  s t u d e n t  l i f e ,  
and G a r f i e l d  found  ample o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n t i n u e  h i s  d e b a t i n g .
Ke p a r t i c i p a t e d  a c t i v e l y  i n  t h e  f h i l o m a t h e a n  L i t e r a r y  S o c i e t y  
and f,n e v e r  f a i l e d  t o  p e r f o r m  any p a r t  a s s i g n e d  h i m . ” G a r f i e l d  
a l s o  found  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s p e e c h  e x p e r i e n c e  In  t h e  p u b l i c  
e x h i b i t i o n s  h e l d  e a c h  y e a r  a t  t h e  commencement. While a s t u ­
d e n t  a t  H iram , G a r f i e l d  b e g an  p r e a c h i n g  and f i l l e d  v a r i o u s  
p u l p i t s  i n  th e  v i c l n i t ; /  o f  H iram . G a r f i e l d  a l s o  became a s t u ­
d e n t  t e a c h e r  a t  t h e  E c l e c t i c ,  and i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  h i s  e x p e ­
r i e n c e  i n  o r g a n i s i n g  and p r e s e n t i n g  h i s  l e s s o n s  t o  t h e  c l a s s  
f u r t h e r e d  to  some d e g re e  h i s  sp e e c h  t r a i n i n g #
During G a r f i e l d 1s s t u d e n t  days a t  t h e  E c l e c t i c  a t  Hiram, 
Ohio ,  he met Burke A. H in s d a l e  and Almeda A. B oo th .  The fo rm e r  
became a l i f e  I o n -  f r i e n d  and c o r r e s p o n d e n t  and one o f  G a r f i e l d ' s  
o s t  t r u s t e d  c r i t i c s .  Ihe l a t t e r  made c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  G a r f i e l d ,  
the  o r a t o r ,  by e n c o u r a g i n g  th o r o u g h n e s s  i n  s tu d y  h a b i t s ,  g i v i n g  
added im p e tu s  t o  h i s  i n t e l l e c t u a l  a m b i t i o n s ,  and s t r e n g t h e n i n g  
h i s  e t h i c a l  I d e a l i s m .
In  165̂ 4- G a r f i e l d  e n r o l l e d  as  a j u n i o r  a t  W i l l ia m s  C o l le g e  
i n  W il l  iams town, M a s s a c h u s e t t s .  G a r f i e l d  s t u d i e d  r h e t o r i c  
u n d e r  John Bascom and had c o n t a c t  w i t h  some o f  t h e  work o f
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s u e h  s i g n i f i c a n t  w r i t e r s  i n  p u b l i c  a d d r e s s  as  D em osthenes ,  
Q u i n t i l i a n ,  C am pb e l l ,  and W h a te ly .  W i l l ia m s  C o l l e g e ,  l i k e  
t h e  E c l e c t i c  a t  Hiram, o f f e r e d  G a r f i e l d  e x c e l l e n t  o p p o r t u n i ­
t i e s  t o  c o n t i n u e  h i s  s p e e c h  e x p e r i e n c e  in  d e b a t i n g  s o c i e t i e s  
and p u b l i c  e x h i b i t i o n s *  i h e  t e s t i m o n i e s  o f  c l a s s m a t e s  i n d i c a t e  
t h a t  B a r f i e l d  was a l e a d e r  i n  t h e  s t u d e n t  f o r e n s i c  a c t i v i t i e s  
on t h e  W il l ia m s  C o l l e g e  campus* G a r f i e l d  was an a c t i v e  member 
o f  t h e  P h i l o l o g i a n  S o c i e t y ,  the  E q u i t a b l e  F r a t e r n i t y ,  and t h e  
M i l l s  T h e o l o g i c a l  S o c i e t y ,  arid f o r e n s i c  a c t i v i t y  was an im por­
t a n t  p h a se  o f  t h e  p rogram  o f  e ac h  one o f  t h e s e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s .  
D u r in g  h i s  s e n i o r  y e a r  G a r f i e l d  s e r v e d  as e d i t o r  o f  t h e  
W il l iam s  q u a r t e r l y *
'While a t  W i l l iam s  C o l l e g e ,  G a r f i e l d  had  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
o f  h e a r i n g  s u c h  o u t s t a n d i n g  men as Henry Ward B e e c h e r ,  R a lph  
'Waldo Emerson,  a n d  Mark H o p k in s .  The l a t t e r  p r o b a b l y  made 
s u b s t a n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to t h e  s p e a k i n g  o f  G a r f i e l d  by t e a c h ­
in g  him to  t h i n k  more o b j e c t i v e l y  and r e f l e c t i v e l y ,  ad d ing  
im pe tus  t o  t h e  e t h i c a l  and m o ra l  c o n c e p t s  i n s t i l l e d  i n  e a r l y  
l i f e ,  . i v i n ' him a b r o a d e r  o u t l o o k  on l i f e ,  i n c r e a s i n g  h i s  
scope  o f  i n t e r e s t ,  and  s u p p l y i n g  an i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t i m u l u s  
t h a t  l e d  t o  w i d e r  r e a d i n g  and s t u d y .
A f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n  from W il l ia m s  C o l l e g e ,  - a r f i e l d  r e t u r n e d  
to  t e a c h  in  t h e  W estern  Re s e r v o  e c l e c t i c  I n s t i t u t e  and soon  
became i t s  p r e s i d e n t .  As head  of th e  E c l e c t i c ,  ’G a r f ie ld  had 
u n u s u a l  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  p u t  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  the  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  
s p e e c h  makin • he  had a c q u i r e d  i n  p r e v i o u s  s tu d ; ; ,  f o r  he 
d e l i v e r e d  a sp e e c h  e ac h  day in  t h e  c h a p e l  a s se m b ly ,  mad©
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s p e e c h e s  a t  s c h o o l  f u n c t i o n s ,  and t e a c h e r  I n s t i t u t e s *
F o r  f i v e  y e a r s  a f t e r  G a r f i e l d ^  r e t u r n  from W il l l& m s-  
town,  he  was a c t i v e  i n  t h e  m i n i s t r y  f o r  t h e  D i s c i p l e s  o f  
C h r i s t ,  He spoke  somewhere a lm o s t  e a c h  Sunday a id  e n g a g e d  
i n  a r e l i a i o u s  d e b a t e  t h a t  b r o u g h t  him i n c r e a s e d  p r e s t i g e  
on th e  W es te rn  R ese rv e*
B e g in n i n g  i n  1856 G a r f i e l d  became somewhat a c t i v e  i n  
p o l i t i c a l  o r a t o r y ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t im e  i n  a 
n a t i o n a l  campaign* Xn 1859 he  r e c e i v e d  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  
n o m i n a t i o n  o f  h i s  d i s t r i c t  f o r  th e  S t a t e  S e n a t e ,  a n d  a f t e r  
a v i v o r o u s  cam paign  was e l e c t e d  by a r e s p e c t a b l e  m a j o r i t y .  
When t h e  C i v i l  War came, B a r f i e l d  u s e d  h i s  s p e a k i n g  a b i l i t y  
t o  r a i s e  t r o o p s  f o r  h i s  r e g im e n t*
Thus when G a r f i e l d  e n t e r e d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  C o ng ress  
In  I 863 , he had  e x t e n s i v e  s p e e c h  b a c k g r o u n d  and a l r e a d y  
e n jo y e d  an e n v i a b l e  r e p u t a t i o n  as an  e f f e c t i v e  d e b a t e r  and 
o r a t o r *
CHAPTER XI
THE SPEAK1&!*S VIEWS
The t i t l e s  o f  G a r f i e l d ’ s s p e e c h e s  made b e tw e e n  1876  and 
1880  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he spoke  on most o f  t h e  v i t a l  i s s u e s  o f
h i s  d a y .  I t  i s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  t o  g i v e  G a r f i e l d ’ s 
v iew s  on t h e s e  i s s u e s .  Three  o f  t h e  m a jo r  p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s  
t h a t  emerged  i m m e d i a t e l y  f o l l o w i n g  th© C i v i l  V/ar w e re :  r e c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n ,  h i g h  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f ,  and th© c u r r e n c y  q u e s t i o n .
On t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  G a r f i e l d  d id  n o t  s p e a k  o f t e n ,  n o r  d i d  he 
p l a y  an  o u t s t a n d i n g  p a r t  i n  i t s  d e t e r m i n a t i o n ,  b u t  he  g e n e r ­
a l l y  f a v o r e d  and v o t e d  w i t h  the r a d i c a l  R e p u b l i c a n s ,  G a r f i e l d  
spoke  q u i t e  o f t e n  on t h e  i s s u e s  o f  a h i g h  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f  and 
th e  c u r r e n c y  q u e s t i o n ,  as t i e s©  two p rob Items r e m a in e d  p r o m in e n t  
d u r i n g  th e  y e a r s  o f  1876  t o  18C0# He a l s o  spoke on su c h  q u e s ­
t i o n s  as a m n e s ty ,  th e  E l e c t o r a l  Commission,  S t a t e  s o v e r e i g n t y ,  
f i t n e s s  o f  t h e  D e m o c ra t ic  P a r t y  t o  g o v e r n ,  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  
N o r t h e r n  c a u s e ,  t h e  p r e s s ,  and s c i e n c e  and e d u c a t i o n *
TARIFF
A l th o u g h  G a r f i e l d  b e l i e v e d  In  a p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f ,  he 
t r i e d  t o  a v o id  b e i n g  an e x t r e m i s t  i n  h i s  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  i n  
C o n g r e s s .  He s a i d  i n  a s p e e c h :
He have  s e e n  t h a t  one e x t rem e  s c h o o l  o f  e c o n o m is t s  
would p l a c e  t h e  p r i c e  of  a l l  m a n u f a c t u r e d  a r t i c l e s  i n  th e  
hands  o f  f o r e i g n  p r o d u c e r s  by  r e n d e r i n g  i t  i m p o s s i b l e  f o r  
o u r  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  to  compete  w i t h  them; w h i l e  th e  o t h e r  
e x t r e m e  s c h o o l ,  by making i t  I m p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f o r e i g n e r  
t o  se e  h i s  com p e t in g  ware i n  o u r  m a r k e t ,  would  l i v e  the 
p e o p l e  no Im m edia te  check  upon th e  p r i c e s  which  o u r
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m a n u f a c t u r e r s  m ig h t  f i x  f o r  t h e i r  p r o d u c t s *  I  d i s a g r e e  w i t h  
b o t h  t h e s e  e x t r e m e s .  I  h o l d  t h a t  a p r o p e r l y  a d j u s t e d  com­
p e t i t i o n  b e tw e e n  home and f o r e i g n  p r o d u c t s  i s  th e  b e s t  gauge 
b y  w h ic h  bo r e g u l a t e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e .  D u t i e s  s h o u l d  be  
so  h i g h  t h a t  o u r  m a n u f a c t u r e r s  c a n  f a i r l y  compete w i t h  t h e  
f o r e i g n  p r o d u c t ,  b u t  n o t  so  h i g h  as  t o  e n a b le  them to  d r i v e  
o u t  t h e  f o r e i g n  a r t i c l e ,  e n j o y  a monopoly  o f  t r a d e ,  and 
r e g u l a t e  t h e  p r i c e  a s  t h e y  p l e a s e .  T h is  i s  my d o c t r i n e  o f  
p r o t e c t i o n .  I f  C o n g re ss  p u r s u e s  t h i s  l i n e  o f  p o l i c y  s t e a d i l y  
we s h a l l ,  y e a r  by y e a r ,  a p p r o a c h  more n e a r l y  t o  th© b a s i s  o f
f r e e  t r a d e .  I  am f o r  t h a t  f r e e  brad© w h ic h  can o n l y  be
a c h i e v e d  t h r o u g h  a r e a s o n a b l e  p r o t e c t i o n . !
I n  w r i t i n g  t o  H i n s d a l e  i n  I 867 O a r f i e l d  s a i d :
You know my views on t h e  t a r i f f .  I  am e q u a l l y  a s s a u l t e d  
by t h e  f r e e  t r a d e r s  and  by t h e  e x t r e m e  t a r i f f  men. There i s  
p a s s i o n  enough  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  r u n  a s t e a m - e n g i n e  i n  e v e r y  
v i l l a g e ,  and a s p i r i t  o f  p r o s c r i p t i o n  w h ich  k e e p s  pace  w i t h  
The p a s s i o n ,  Wj own c o u r s e  i s  c h o s e n  and I t  i s  q u i t e  p r o b a b l e
I t  w i l l  th row  me o u t  o f  p u b l i c  l i f e , 2
G - a r f ie ld  d i d  become more f a v o r a b l e  to w a rd  a h i g h  p r o t e c t i v e  
t a r i f f  i n  h i s  s p e e c h e s  d e l i v e r e d  b e tw e e n  1876  and i 8 6 0 .  In  
a s p e e c h  d e l i v e r e d  in  1878 G a r f i e l d  s t r o n g l y  d e f e n d e d  ” t h e  
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y  o f  a t a r i f f  f o r  t h e  en co u rag e m en t  and p r o ­
t e c t i o n  o f  m a n u f a c t u r e r s . He d e c l a r e d :
So i m p o r t a n t ,  I n  my v i e w ,  i s  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  th© n a t i o n  to  
m a n u f a c t u r e  a l l  t h o s e  a r t i c l e s  n e c e s s a r y  to  a rm,  e q u i p ,  and 
c l o t h e  o u r  p e o p l e ,  t h a t  I f  i t  c o u ld  n o t  be  s e c u r e d  i n  any 
o t h e r  way I  o u l d  v o t e  to  pay money o u t  o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  T r e a s u r y  
t o  m a i n t a i n  o v e m m e n t  i r o n  and s t e e l ,  woolen  and c o t t o n  m i l l s ,  
a t  w h a t e v e r  c o s t .  Were we t o  n e g l e c t  t h e s e  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t s  
and depend  upon  o t h e r  n a t i o n s ,  i n  what  c o n d i t i o n  o f  h e l p l e s s ­
n e s s  s h o u l d  we f i n d  o u r s e l v e s  when we were  a g a i n  I n v o l v e d  i n
^Quoted  i n  J .  M. Bundy, The L i f e  o f  Gen.  James A.
P a r  f i e l d  (New Y o rk :  A. A. B a rn es  & 3o77  TIJ85T7*" PP* K)lj.-105 
( Speech  d e l I v e r e d  in  t h e  House o f  h e p r e s e n l a t i v e s ,  J u l y  10,  i 8 6 0 ) .
2 I b id . .  p .  7 7 .
^Burke  A. H i n s d a l e ,  e d . , The Works o f  James Abram 
O a r f i e l d  ( B o s to n :  James H* Osgood and Company^ 13337* ^7*
551 t Speech d e l i v e r e d  In  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  June  I4.,
187 o ) *
63
war w i t h  th© v e r y  n a t i o n s  on whom we were  d e p e n d in g  to  
f u r n i s h  U9 t h e s e  s u p p l i e s t  The sy s tem  a d o p te d  by ou r  
f a t h e r s  i s  w i s e r ,  f o r  i t  so  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  g r e a t  n a t i o n a l  
i n d u s t r i e s  as  to  make i t  p o s s i b l e  a t  a l l  t im es  f o r  o u r  
p e o p l e  to e q u i p  t h e m s e l v e s  f o r  w ar ,  and a t  t h e  same t im e  
so  i n c r e a s e s  t h e i r  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and s k i l l  as t o  make them 
b e t t e r  f i t t e d  f o r  a l l  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  c i t i z e n s h i p  b o t h  i n  
w ar  and i n  p e ac e*  '»¥'© p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  common d e f e n c e  by a 
s y s t e m  which p ro m o te s  t h e  g e n e r a l  w e l f a r e  .*1
I n  t h e  s p e e c h ,  MThe Good T a r i f f  B i l l , ” G a r f i e l d  r e l a t e s  
a c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  H orace  G r e e l e y ,  which s e t s  f o r t h  w i t h  
f u r t h e r  c l a r i t y  G a r f i e l d ’ s v iews on h ig h  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f ;
My view o f  t h e  d a n g e r  o f  e x t re m e  p o s i t i o n s  on the,, 
q u e s t i o n s  o f  t a r i f f  r a t e s  may be  i l l u s t r a t e d  by a rem ark  
made by  H orace  G r e e l e y  in  t h e  l a s t  c o n v e r s a t i o n  I  e v e r  had  
w i t h  t h a t  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  man. S a id  h e ,  nliy c r i t i c i s m  o f  you 
i s ,  t h a t  you a r e  n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  h i g h  p r o t e c t i v e  i n  y o u r  
v i e w s . ” I  r e p l i e d ,  "What do you advise?** He s a i d ,  ” I f  I  
had  ny  way, i f  I  w ere  k in g  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  I  would  p u t  a 
d u ty  o f  vlOO a t o n  on p i g - i r o n ,  and  a p r o p o r t i o n a t e  d u ty  on 
e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  t h a t  can be p ro d u c e d  In  America* The r e s u l t  
would be  t h a t  o u r  p e o p l e  would be o b l i g e d  t o  s u p p l y  t h e i r  
own w a n t s ,  m a n u f a c t u r e s  w ou ld  s p r i n g  u p ,  c o m p e t i t i o n  would 
f i n a l l y  r e d u c e  p r i c e s ,  and we s h o u l d  l i v e  w h o l e ly  w i t h i n  
o u r s e l v e s . ” I  r e p l i e d ,  t h a t  t h e  f a t a l  o b j e c t i o n  t o  h i s  
t h e o r y  was t h a t  no man i s  k in g  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  w i t h  power 
t o  make h i s  p o l i c y  p e r m a n e n t .  But as a l l  o u r  p o l i c i e s  depend 
upon p o p u l a r  s u p p o r t ,  t h e  e x t r e m e  m easure  p ro p o se d  would 
b e r e t  an o p p o s i t e  e x t r e m e ,  and o u r  i n d u s t r i e s  would s u f f e r  
from v i o l e n t  r e a c t i o n s .  1‘o r  t h i s  r e a s o n ,  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  we 
o u gh t  t o  seek  t h a t  p o i n t  o f  s t a b l e  e q u i l i b r i u m  somewhere 
be tween  a p r o h i b i t o r y  t a r i f f ,  on th e  one h an d ,  and a t a r i f f  
t h a t  Hives no p r o t e c t i o n ,  on th e  o t h e r .  Miat I s  t h a t  p o i n t  
o f  s t a b l e  e q u i l i b r i u m ?  I n  my judgm ent  i t  I s  t h i s :  a r a t e  so 
h i g h  t h a t  f o r e i g n  p r o d u c e r s  c a n n o t  f l o o d  o u r  m a r k e t s  and b r e a k  
down o u r  home m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  t o  combine and r a i s e  t h e  p r i c e s ,
^Works.  I I ,  5 6 3 . A c c o r d in g  to  C a ld w e l l  G a r f i e l d ’ s e a r l y  
l a c k  o f  e n t h u s i a s m  f o r  h ig h  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f  p r e v e n t e d  him 
from s e c u r i n g  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  c h a i rm a n  o f  t h e  ways and Me a m  
Committee  i n  h i s  e a r l i e r  y e a r s  I n  C o n g r e s s .  ( R o b e r t  G r a n v i l l e  
C a l d w e l l ,  James t*  G a r f i e l d  P a r t y  C h i e f t a i n  (Hew York:  Dodd,
Mead & C o . ,  1 9 3 lT ,  1577* However, the  f a c t  t h a t  he became
t h e  spokesman i n  t h e  House f o r  t h e  Hayes a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  l a c k  o f  c o n f i d e n c e  in  h i s  p o s i t i o n  
on th e  t a r i f f  had p r o b a b l y  d i s a p p e a r e d .
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n o r  so  h i g h  as  t a  s t i m u l a t e  an u n n a t u r a l  and u n h e a l t h y  growth 
o f  m a n u f a c t u r e s . ^
F o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  p u r p o s e s ,  G a r f i e l d  em braced  th e  more o r  
l e s s  o r t h o d o x  R e p u b l i c a n  view and t h u s  he became more a c c e p t a b l e  
t o  h i s  p a r t y .  He p r o b a b l y  was n o t  an i m p o r t a n t  f i g u r e  i n  s h a p i n g  
h i s  p a r t y ’ s p o s i t i o n  on t h e  t a r i f f .  On t h i s  i s s u e  i t  seems t h a t  
th e  p a r t y  sh a p e d  t h e  man r a t h e r  t h a n  t h a t  t h e  man sh a p e d  t h e  
p a r t y .
CURRENCY
G a r f i e l d ' s  v iew on t h e  c u r r e n c y  q u e s t i o n  i s  q u i t e  d i f ­
f e r e n t  from h i s  p o s i t i o n  on th e  t a r i f f  i s s u e *  On t h i s  q u e s ­
t i o n  G a r f i e l d ,  p o s s e s s i n g  g e n u in e  c o n v i c t i o n s ,  d id  n o t  w a v e r .
He e a r l y  t o o k  a f i r m  s t a n d  on  th e  f i n a n c i a l  q u e s t i o n  o f  h i s  
d a y .  He s a i d :
. . . t h e  o n l y  h o n e s t  b a s i s  o f  v a l u e  is  a c u r r e n c y  red eem ab le  
i n  s p e c i e  a t  t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  h o l d e r .  X am an a d v o c a t e  o f  
p a p e r  money, b u t  t h a t  p a p e r  money must r e p r e s e n t  what  i t  
p r o f e s s e s  on i t s  f a c e .  I  do n o t  w ish  t o  h o l d  i n  my hands  
t h e  p r i n t e d  l i e s  o f  t h e  Government;  X -want I t s  p ro m ise  to  
p a y ,  s i g n e d  by t h e  h i g h  o f f i c e r s  o f  t h e  G overnm ent ,  s a c r e d l y  
k e p t  i n  t h e  e x a c t  meaning o f  t h e  words o f  t h e  p r o m i s e . 6
He w ro te  H i n s d a l e :  ” l n  r e f e r e n c e  to  f i n a n c e .  I  b e l i e v e  
t h a t  t h e  g r e a t  remedy f o r  o u r  i l l s  I s  an e a r l y  r e t u r n  to  
s p e c i e  p a y m e n ts ,  which can  o n l y  be e f f e c t e d  by t h e  c o n t r a c t i o n  
o f  o u r  p a p e r  c u r r e n c y .  There i s  a huge c lam o r  a g a i n s t  b o t h  
and i n  f a v o r  o f  e x p a n s i o n . ”^
^W orks» XX, 565  (Speech  d e l i v e r e d  in  t h e  House o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , June ij., 1 6 7 6 ) .
Q u o t e d  i n  Bundy, pp .  60-61  (Speech d e l i v e r e d  i n  th e  
House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  Garch 16 ,  1866.)
7 I b i d . .  p .  7 7 .
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G a r f i e l d  made i t  c l e a r  t h a t  he d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  C ongress  
c o u l d  i n c r e a s e  th e  p r o s p e r i t y  o r  w e a l t h  of t h e  c o u n t r y  by 
i s s u i n g  p a p e r  money t h a t  was i r r e d e e m a b l e .  He s a i d  i n  h i s  
s p e e c h ,  " h o n e s t  itloney," t h e  f o l l o w i n g :
What i s  p a p e r  money, so c a l l e d ?  I s  i t  money? I t  i s  
a t i t l e  to  money, a deed  f o r  money, b u t  i t  i s  n o t  money, . . , 
When you can e n l a r g e  y o u r  fa rm  by c h a n g in g  th e  f i g u r e s  i n  y o u r  
d e e d s ;  when y o u r  d a i r y - m a i d  can make more b u t t e r  and c h e e s e  
by w a t e r i n g  t h e  m i l k ;  when you c an  have more c l o t h  by d e c r e a s i n g  
y o u r  y a r d s t i c k  one h a l f ;  when you can s e l l  more t o n s  o f  m er­
c h a n d i s e  b y  s h o r t e n i n g  y o u r  pound one h a l f ,  - -  t h e n ,  and n o t  
u n t i l  t h e n ,  you can i n c r e a s e  t h e  v a lu © r o f  y o u r  p r o p e r t y  o r  l a b o r  
by  d e c r e a s i n g  y o u r  s t a n d a r d  o f  v a l u e s . ^
The f i n a n c i a l  q u e s t i o n  w i t h  G a r f i e l d  was a m a t t e r  o f  
r i g h t  and  wrong and t o  h i s  p o s i t i o n  he b r o u g h t  t h e  f o r c e  o f  
h i s  e t h i c a l  i d e a l i s m .  I n  l 8 ? 3  he  w r o t e  t o  H i n s d a l e :  "Con­
c e r n i n g  t h e  f u t u r e ,  I  f e e l  no g r e a t  c e r t a i n t y .  On many a c c o u n t s  
I  p r e f e r  to  r e t i r e  f rom p u b l i c  l i f e  and may do s o ;  b u t  th e  
p r e s e n t  s t r u g g l e  f o r  h o n e s t  money seems to make a v e ry  im p e r ­
a t i v e  demand on me t o  s t a n d  a t  my p o s t  a l i t t l e  l o n g e r . " ^
The same y e a r  he  d e c l a r e d  in  a s p e e c h  d e l i v e r e d  i n  F a n e u i l  
H a l l  i n  B o s to n :
I  a f f i r m  a g a i n s t  a l l  o p p o s e r s ,  t h a t  t h e  h i g h e s t  and 
f o r e m o s t  p r e s e n t  d u ty  o f  t h e  Am erican  p e o p le  i s  t o  c o m p le te  
t h e  r e s u m p t i o n  o f  s p e c i e  p a y m e n ts ,  f i r s t  o f  a l l ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  
s a c r e d  f a i t h  o f  t h i s  r e p u b l i c  I s  p l e d g e d  t o  r e s u m p t i o n ;  and 
i f  i t  were  n e v e r  so  h a r d  t o  do i t ,  i f  th© b u r d e n s  were t e n  
t im es  g r e a t e r  t h a n  t h e y  a n a ,  t h i s  n a t i o n  d a re  n o t  lo o k  i n  t h e  
f a c e  o f  men and God and b r e a k  i t s  p l i g h t e d  w o r d . ^
6Works. I I ,  598 (Speech, d e l i v e r e d  In  f a n e u i l  H a l l ,  
B o s t o n ,  Sep tem b er  10, IG7 8 ) .
^Mary L. H i n s d a l e ,  e d . ,  Ga r  f i e l d - B l n s d a l e  I o t t e r s  
(Ann A rb o r :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  M ich igan  P r o s I9'k9) » P* 3o7*
10 Works. I I ,  5 9 9 .
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The R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  cam© to  a c c e p t  the  p o s i t i o n  on
t h e  c u r r e n c y  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  G a r f i e l d  had  c o n s i s t e n t l y  and
z e a l o u s l y  a d v o c a t e d .  G a r f i e l d ,  as  i s  c l e a r l y  shown i n  t h e
f o l l o w i n g  q u o t a t i o n  f ro m  h i s  b i o g r a p h i c a l  n o t e s ,  was p roud
o f  h i s  c o n s i s t e n t  s t a n d  o n  t h e  c u r r e n c y  i s s u e .
I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  ray r e t u r n  from Europe t h e  R e p u b l i c a n s  o f  t h i s  
S t a t e  had  a m i s e r a b l e  p l a t f o r m  i n  f a v o r  o f  p a y i n g  t h e  bonded 
d e b t  i n  g r e e n b a c k s ,  and  had  f o u g h t  on t h a t  i s s u e .  I had no 
s o o n e r  g o t  b a c k  t h a n  my f r i e n d s  s a i d  t o  rne, " F o r  the  L o r d ’s 
s a k e ,  d o n ’ t  say  a n y th in g  on t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  d i e  i s  
c a s t — th e  S t a t e  i s  s w e p t  i n t o  th© c u r r e n t . "
I  was on th e  p o i n t  o f  l e a v i n g  f o r  W ash in g to n ,  a n d  b e f o r e  
I  s h o u l d  r e t u r n  my s u c c e s s o r  would  be  n o m in a t e d ;  t h e r e f o r e  i t  
was t h a t  my f r i e n d s  t o l d  me t o  b© c a r e f u l  o f  my u t t e r a n c e s ,  
f o r  t h e  m e e t i n g  I  r o s e  and p;av© them a s p e e c h  f o r  th© h o n e s t  
payment o f  t h e  p u b l i c  d e b t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  th© l e t t e r  o f  t h e  
c o n t r a c t ,  r i g h t  i n  t h e  t e e t h  o f  t h e i r  p l a t f o r m ,  and I  s a i d  
to  them: "Much as 1 v a lu e  y o u r  o p i n i o n ,  I  denounce  t h i s
t h e o r y  w hich  h a s  worked  i n t o  t h e  p a r t y  i n  t h i s  S t a t e  as 
d i s h o n e s t ,  u n w i s e ,  and  u n p a t r i o t i c ;  and i f  I  were o f f e r e d  
a n o m i n a t i o n  and  e l e c t i o n  f ro m  t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  f o r  my n a t u r a l  
l i f e ,  on t i i a t  p l a t f o r m ,  I  s h o u l d  s p u r n  I t .  I f  you s h o u l d  
e v e r  r a i s e  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  r e - n o m i n a t i n g  me, l e t  i t  be 
u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  you c a n  have  ray s e r v i c e s  o n ly  on t h e  g rou n d  
o f  t h e  h o n e s t  payment  o f  the  n a t i o n a l  d e b t ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  l e t t e r  and s p i r i t  o f  t h e  c o n t r a c t . "
Thus I  t o o k  th© b u l l  b y  t h e  h o r n s ,  . . .  I  was r e n o m i n a t e d  
by a c c l a m a t i o n .  . . .  In  a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  I  have 
d e b a t e d  t h i s  q u e s t i o n ,  and a lways i n  t h e  same t o n e ,  n e v e r  
y i e l d i n g  one In ch  t o  e x p e d i e n c y ,  b u t  s t a n d i n g  up ev e ry w h ere  
and a lw ays  f o r  t h e  h o n e s t  payment o f  th© p u b l i c  d e b t . 13.
GTEsK ISSUES
Amnesty . I n  1876 G a r f i e l d  was much opposed  to  t h e  g r a n t ­
i n g  of  am nes ty  to  J e f f e r s o n  D a v i s .  He b e l i e v e d  t h a t  o t h e r  
ConfederG&e o f f i c e r s ,  y e t  r e s t r i c t e d  by c i v i l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  
imposed b y  th© F o u r t e e n t h  Amendment, sh o u ld  he  r e q u i r e d  to
3* E dm ond  K i r k e , "My e x p e r i e n c e  as a L a w y e r , "  i n  ft o r  t h  
American Review . CXLIV ( J u n e ,  1 6 7 7 )$ pp« 570-571 ( A r t i c l e  
c o n t a i n s ” b i o g r a p h i c a l  n o t e s  f u r n i s h e d  by l a t e  P r e s i d e n t  
G a r f i o l d  to  Edmond Kirk© as m a t e r i a l  f o r  a b o o k ) .
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a p p e a r  b e f o r e  a U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c o u r t  and t a k e  th e  f o l l o w i n g  
o a t h  b e f o r e  b e i n g  g r a n t e d  c o m p le te  a m n e s ty :
” 1* A. B . ,  do s o l e m n ly  s w e a r ,  o r  a f f i r m ,  t h a t  X w i l l  
s u p p o r t  and  d e f e n d  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
a g a i n s t  a l l  e n e m ie s ,  f o r e i g n  and d o m e s t i c ;  t h a t  I  w i l l  b e a r  
t r u e  f a i t h  and a l l e g i a n c e  to t h e  same; t h a t  I  t a k e  t h i s  o b l i ­
g a t i o n  f r e e l y ,  w i t h o u t  any m e n t a l  r e s e r v a t i o n  o r  p u r p o s e  o f  
e v a s i o n ;  and t h a t ,  to  the  b e s t  o f  my knowledge  and a b i l i t y ,
I  w i l l  w e l l  and f a i t h f u l l y  d i s c h a r g e  t h e  d u t i e s  o f  a c i t i z e n  
o f  th© U n i t e d  S t a t e s . rt12
R e g a r d in g  th© f o r m e r  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o n f e d e r a c y ,  
G a r f i e l d  d e c l a r e d :  " T h is  i s  t h e  q u e s t i o n :  In  t h e  h i g h  c o u r t
o f  w a r  d i d  he  p r a c t i s e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  i t s  w e l l -k n o w n  l a w s ,  — t h e  
la w s  o f  n a t i o n s ?  Did h e ,  i n  a p p e a l i n g  t o  w a r ,  obey  t h e  law s 
o f  war?  o r  d i d  he  so v i o l a t e  t h o s e  laws t h a t  j u s t i c e  to  t h o s e  
who s u f f e r e d  a t  h i s  han ds  demands t h a t  he b e  n o t  p e r m i t t e d  to  
come b a c k  to  h i s  o l d  p r i v i l e g e s  I n  t h e  U n i o n * G a r f i e l d  
t o o k  t h e  v iew  t h a t  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  r i g h t f u l l y  answ ered  p r o ­
h i b i t e d  t h e  g r a n t i n g  o f  am nes ty  t o  J e f f e r s o n  D a v i s .  He 
a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  C o n fe d e rac y  was d i r e c t l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  a l l e g e d  a t r o c i t i e s  a t  A n d e r s o n v i l l e  p r i s o n  
when M a jo r - G e n e r a l  H in d e r  was i n  c h a rg e  o f  i t .  G a r f i e l d  
r e m a r k e d :
There i s  a g ro u p  o f  f a c t s  i n  m i l i t a r y  h i s t o r y  w e l l  w o r th  
know ing ,  w h ich  w i l l  i l l u s t r a t e  th© p o i n t  I am d i s c u s s i n g .  The 
g r e a t  H ap o leon  d id  some f i g h t i n g  In  h i s  t i m e ,  a s  d i d  h i s  g r e a t  
a n t a g o n i s t ,  t h e  I r o n  Duke. I n  l 8 0 9  was f o u g h t  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  
T a l a v e r a ;  I n  1011 ,  t h e  b a t t l e  o f  A l b u e r a ;  i n  1(3.12, t h e  b a t t l e  
o f  Sa lam an c a ;  i n  1813, V i t t o r i a ; i n  1815, th© b a t t l e s  o f  L Ign y ,  
l u s t r e  B r a s ,  W a te r lo o ,  Wavre, and Hew O r l e a n s ;  and i n  I 85&I- 
and 1655,  th© b a t t l e s  o f  th© Crimean w a r .  The number o f  men
12
iT/orks. I I ,  2 1 9 .
^3Works. I I ,  223 (Speech d e l iv e r e d  In the House o f
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  January 12, 1 8 7 6 ) .
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i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  army who were  k i l l e d  i n  t h e s e  b a t t l e s ,  o r  
d i e d  o f  wounds r e c e i v e d  i n  them , amounted,  i n  the  a g g r e g a t e ,  
t o  1 2 ,9 2 8 •  But  t h i s  M a jo r - G e n e r a l  b i n d e r ,  from A p r i l  1864,  
t o  A p r i l ,  I 8 6 5 , tu m b le d  i n t o  t h e  t r e n c h e s  o f  A n d e r s o n v i l l e  
t h e  d e a d  b o d i e s  o f  1 2 ,6 4 4  p r i s o n e r s ,  — o n l y  284  l®as th an  
a l l  t h e  iinglishm©n who f e l l ,  o r  d i e d  o f  wounds r e c e i v e d ,  i n  
t h e  g r e a t  b a t t l e s  t h a t  I  have  n a m e d . l 4
G a r f i e l d  s a i d  t o  t h e  D em ocra ts  i n  t h e  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s :
I  j o i n  you a l l  i n  ©very a s p i r a t i o n  t h a t  you may e x p r e s s  
to  s t a y  i n  t h i s  U n io n ,  to h e a l  i t s  wounds, t o  i n c r e a s e  i t s  
g l o r y ,  and t o  f o r g e t  th e  e v i l s  and b i t t e r n e s s e s  o f  t h e  p a s t ;  
b u t  do n o t ,  f o r  the  sako o f  th e  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  th o u s a n d  h e r o i c  
men who, maimed and b r u i s e d ,  d rag  o u t  t h e i r  weary  l i v e s ,  
many o f  them  c a r r y i n g  i n  t h e i r  h e a r t s  h o r r i b l e  memories  o f  
what t h e y  s u f f e r e d  i n  t h e  p r  i s  on - p e n ,  - - d o  n o t  a s k  u s  t o  
r e s t o r e  t h e  r i g h t  to  h o l d  power  t o  t h a t  man who was t h e  c a u s e  
o f  c fce i r  s u f f e r i n g ,  — t h a t  man s t i l l  u n s h r i v e n ,  u n f o r g i v e n ,  
unde  fen  de d .1 5
The man ”who was t h e  c a u s e  o f  t h e i r  s u f f e r i n g ,  — t h a t  man 
s t i l l  u n s h r i v e n ,  u n f o r g i v e n ,  u n d e f e n d e d ” was,  o f  c o u r s e  In  
t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  G a r f i e l d ,  J e f f e r s o n  D a v i s .
The E l e c t o r a l  Com m iss ion» In  1877 G a r f i e l d  o pp o se d  
t h e  s e t t i n g  up o f  t h e  E l e c t o r a l  Commission to s e t t l e  t h e  
d i s p u t e d  Kay© s - T i l  den E l e c t i o n .  He r e c o g n i s e d  t h a t  the  
p l a n  had  some m e r i t ,  f o r  he  s a i d ;
I t  h a s  some r e a t  m e r i t s ,  w h ic h  I  c h e e r f u l l y  r e c o g n i s e .
I t  i s  i n t e n d e d  to a v o id  s t r i f e  i n  a g r e a t  end t r y i n g  c r i s i s  
o f  t h e  n a t i o n .  I t  i s  i n t e n d e d  to  a i d  I n  t i d i n g  o v e r  a g r e a t  
p r e s e n t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  p o s s i b l y  a g r o a t  p u b l i c  d a n g e r .  I t  w i l l  
d o u b t l e s s  b r i n g  3 r e s u l t .  And when i t  h a s  b r o u g h t  a r e s u l t ,  
i t  w i l l  l e a v e  t h e  p e r s o n  who i s  d e c l a r e d  to  be t h e  e l e c t  o f  
th e  n a t i o n  w i t h  a c l e a r e r  t i t l e ,  o r  r a t h e r  w i t h  a more n e a r l y  
u n d i s p u t e d  t i t l e ,  t h an  any o t h e r  new method t h a t  ha s  y e t  b e e n
s u r g e s t e d . l 6
^4iyprkg. I I ,  231 (S p e ec h  d e l i v e r e d  i n  t h e  House o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  J a n u a r y  12, I 8 7 6 ) .
15 / f o rk s . I I ,  245 (S peech  d e l i v e r e d  In t h e  House o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  J a n u a r y  12,  I 8 7 6 ) .
^ Works. I I ,  I4.O8 (Speech d e l iv e r e d  in  th e  House of
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  January 23, 1877).
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However,  G a r f i e l d  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  p l a n  was a d a n g e ro u s  one*
He d e c l a r e d !  " I t  would  be unbecom ing i n  me, o r  In  any 
member o f  t h i s  C o n g r e s s ,  t o  oppose  t h i s  h i l l  on mere 
t e c h n i c a l  o r  t r i f l i n g  g ro u n d s * "  And he c o n te n d e d  t h e  
Commission s h o u l d  be o b j e c t e d  to  " f o r  r e a s o n s  s o  b r o a d ,  
so  w e i g h t y , 1* as  to  overcome a l l  t h e  a d v a n t a g e s  w h ich  he had  
a d m i t t e d  i t  p o s s e s s e d .  The r e a l  q u e s t i o n  i n v o l v e d  I n  t h e  
i s s u e ,  i n  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  G a r f i e l d ,  w as :  "What w i l l  b© t h e
e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  m easu re  upon  o u r  I n s t i t u t i o n s ? n^7
G a r f i e l d  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  C ongress  had  no r i g h t  u n d e r  
t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  to  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  E l e c t o r a l  Commission and 
t h a t  t h e r e f o r e  i t s  c r e a t i o n  would  be  a d a n g e r o u s  p r e c e d e n t *
He a r g u e d  t h a t  s u c h  an a c t  would  mean t h a t  Congress  had  
become " t h e  c h i e f  a c t o r  and u m p i re "  i n  t h e  c o u n t i n g  o f  t h e  
e l e c t o r a l  v o t e  when, he c o n te n d e d ,  i t  was m ere ly  to  b e  a 
s i l e n t  w i t n e s s *  G a r ' f i e l d  w arned  t h a t  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  
m i ^ i t  c e n s u r e  t h e  C o n gress  f o r  e s t a b l i s h i n g  such  a commission* 
He s a i d :  "L e t  us  h o p e ,  Mr* S p e a k e r ,  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  not be 
c o m p e l l e d  t o  add ,  t h a t ,  th o u g h  t h i s  a c t  e n a b l e d  t h e  men o f  
167? t o  e s c a p e  from t e m p o r a r y  t r o u b l e s ,  y e t  I t  e n t a i l e d  
upon t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  e v i l s  f a r  more s e r i o u s  and f a r  more 
f o r m i d a b l e ;  t h a t  i t  t r a n s m i t t e d  to  them s h a t t e r e d  i n s t i t u ­
t i o n s ,  and  s e t  t h e  good s h i p  o f  t h e  Union a d r i f t  upon an 
unknown and h a r b o r l e a s  s e a * "  He s a i d  t h a t  t h e  f u t u r e
3-7Works. I I ,  IgLO (Speech  d e l i v e r e d  in  t h e  House o f 
He p r e s e n t a t  i v e s , J a n u a r y  25 , 1 8 7 7 }.
*1 A
Works, I I ,  1}J2 (Speech d e l i v e r e d  in  th e  House of
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , January 25$ 1 8 7 7 ) .
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g e n e r a t i o n s  m ig h t  s a y ;
The men o f  1 876 , who c l o s e d  th e  c y c l e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  
c e n t u r y  o f  t h e  r e p u b l i c ,  were men who, when t h e y  e n c o u n t e r e d  
d a n g e r ,  met i t  w i t h  c l e a r - e y e d  wisdom and calm co u rag e*  As 
t h e  nen  o f  1776  met t h e  p e r i l s  o f  t h e i r  t im e  w i t h o u t  f l i n c h ­
i n g ,  and  t> rough  y e a r s  o f  s a c r i f i c e ,  s u f f e r i n g ,  and b lo o d  
c o n q u e r e d  t h e i r  i n d e p e n d e n c e  and c r e a t e d  a n a t i o n ,  so  th e  
men o f  1 8 7 6 , a f t e r  h a v i n g  d e fe n d e d  t h e  g r e a t  i n h e r i t a n c e  
f ro m  s t i l l  g r e a t e r  p e r i l s ,  b r a v e l y  f a c e d  and c o n q u e r e d  a l l  
t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  t h e i r  own e p o c h ,  and d id  n o t  e n t a i l  them 
upon t h e i r  c h i l d r e n *  No t h r e a t s  o f  c i v i l  w ar ,  how ever  
f o r m i d a b l e ,  c o u ld  compel them to  th ro w  away any s a f e g u a r d  
o f  l i b e r t y ;  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e i r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  was to 
them an  o b j e c t  o f  g r e a t e r  c o n c e rn  t h a n  p r e s e n t  e a s e  o r  
t e m p o r a r y  p r o s p e r i t y ;  i n s t e a d  o f  f r a m i n g  new d e v i c e s  which  
m ig h t  e n d a n g e r  t h e  o l d  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t h e y  r e j e c t e d  a l l  
d o u b t f u l  e x p e d i e n t s ,  and,  p l a n t i n g  t h e i r  f e e t  upon t h e  
s o l i d  r o c k  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  s t o o d  a t  t h e i r  p o s t s  o f  
d u ty  u n t i l  t h e  t e m p e s t  was o v e r p a s s e d ,  and p e ace  w alked  
h and  i n  hand w i t h  l i b e r t y ,  r u l e d  by l a w , 19
I n  s p i t e  o f  G a r f l e l d fs o p p o s i t i o n  to  i t s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  
he was i n v i t e d  to s e r v e  on t h e  E l e c t o r a l  Commission,
J e r e m i a h  B la c k  a d v i s e d  him n o t  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  a p p o in tm e n t  
b e c a u s e  B l a c k  b e l i e v e d  I t  was I n c o n s i s t e n t  to a c c e p t  a 
p o s i t i o n  whose c r e a t i o n  he had opposed**^  However,  i n f l u e n t i a l  
R e p u b l i c a n s  u r g e d  G a r f i e l d  to  a c c e p t  a p o s i t i o n  on t h e  
E l e c t o r a l  Commission,  I n  t h i s  p o s t ,  as in  o t h e r s ,  G a r f i e l d  
p ro v ed  h i m s e l f  a aood  p a r t y  man.
S t a t e  S o v e r e i g n t y . I n  t h e  v iew  o f  G a r f i e l d ,  t h e  C ongress  
o f  1679  h a d  "won t h e  u n e n v i a b l e  d i s t i n c t i o n  o f  making t h e  f i r s t  
a t t e m p t ,  s i n c e  t h e  d e a t h  o f  C a lhoun ,  to  r e v i v e  and p u t  i n
^ Works, I I ,  I4.3 2 -I4.33 (Speech  d e l i v e r e d  i n  t h e  house  
o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  J a n u a r y  2 5 ,  1877)*
20G a r f i e l d  J o u r n a l  ( f'eb r u  a ry  -  ■ ta rc  h 1877)* Found 
a mo nc, t h e  G a r f i e l d  P a p e r s  d e p o s i t e d  i n  t h e  t t e n u s c r i p t  D i v i s i o n  
o f  t h e  L i b r a r y  of  C ongress  In  W ash ing to n ,  D.C, R e f e r r e d  to  
h e r e a f t e r  as J o u r n a l .
71
p r a c t i c e  h i s  d i a o r g s n i z i n g  and d e s t r u c t i v e  t h e o r y  o f  
gove r nme nt ” G a r f i e l d  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  v iew s 
on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  s t a t e s  r i g h t s :
I  a f f i r m ,  f i r s t ,  t h a t  t h e  Const i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  was n o t  c r e a t e d  by  t h e  g o v e rn m e n t  o f  t h e  S t a t e s ,  
b u t  was o r d a i n e d  and e s t a b l i s h e d  by t h e  o n l y  s o v e r e i g n  i n  
t h i s  c o u n t r y ,  — the common s u p e r i o r  o f  b o th  t h e  S t a t e s  and 
t h e  n a t i o n ,  — the p e o p l e  t h e m s e l v e s ;  s e c o n d l y ,  t h a t  th e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i s  a n a t i o n ,  h a v in g  a g o ve rn m en t  t ihose  po w ers ,  
a s  d e f i n e d  and l i m i t e d  by  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  o p e r a t e  upon 
a l l  t h e  S t a t e s  in  t h e i r  c o r p o r a t e  c a p a c i t y ,  and u p on  a l l  
t h e  p e o p l e ;  t h i r d l y ,  t h a t  by i t s  l e g i s l a t i v e ,  e x e c u t i v e ,  
and j u d i c i a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  t h e  n a t i o n  i s  armed w i th  a d e q u a te  
power to  e n f o r c e  a l l  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  a g a i n s t  
a l l  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  o r  o f  S t a t e s ,  a t  a l l  t im e s  
and a l l  p l a c e s  w i t h i n  th e  U n i o n *  ^
G a r f i e l d  r i d i c u l e d  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  th e  S t a t e  i s  flendowed 
w i t h  suprem e i n h e r e n t  so v e re ig n ty * *  b e c a u s e  t h e  S t a t e  c o u ld  
no t  make war o r  c o n c lu d e  a p e a c e ,  c o u l d  no t  make a t r e a t y  
w i t h  a f o r e i g n  pow er ,  c o u ld  n o t  l e v y  im p o s t s  o r  d u t i e s  on 
e x p o r t s  and  i m p o r t s ,  c o u ld  n o t  c o i n  money, c o u ld  n o t  r e g u l a t e  
commerce,  c o u ld  no t  comm ission  a s i n g l e  s h i p ,  c o u ld  not  e m i t  
b i l l s  o f  c r e d i t ,  ecu I d  n o t  p a s s  any  law which would make 
a n y t h i n g  b u t  s i l v e r  and g o l d  l e g a l  t e n d e r ,  and had  n o t  a f l a g  
o f  i t s  own. he i n s i s t e d  t h e  r i g h t s  and a u t h o r i t y  o f  b o t h  
s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l  governm en t  ”were r e c e i v e d  from t h e  p e o p l e ,  
- - t h e  o n ly  s o u r c e  o f  i n h e r e n t  p o w e r , a n d  t h u s  he d e n ie d  w i t h
21 Tories. I I ,  713 (Speech  d e l i v e r e d  i n  t h e  ho u se  o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  June 27 ,  1879)*
22
fr'orka, I I ,  713 (Speech  d e l i v e r e d  i n  the  house o f  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  June 2 7 , 1 8 79 )•
2^ Uork9 , I I ,  7 1 9 ,
7 2
vi'^or* t h a t  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  i n h e r e n t  power r e s i d i n g  i n  th e  
gov e rnm en t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  was d e r i v e d  from t h e  S t a t e s .
A p p ly in g  h i s  v iew s  on " S t a t e  S o v e r e i g n t y ” to n a t i o n a l  
e l e c t i o n s ,  he  s a i d :
. . .  X rem ind  g e n t l e m e n  t h a t  t h i s  i s  a n a t i o n a l  House 
o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  The p e o p le  o f  my C o n g r e s s i o n a l  d i s t r i c t  
h ave  a r i g h t  t o  know t h a t  a man e l e c t e d  i n  New York C i ty  
i s  e l e c t e d  h o n e s t l y  and l a w f u l l y ;  f o r  he j o i n s  i n  making 
law s  f o r  f o r t y - f i v e  m i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p l e .  E very  c i t i z e n  o f  
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  an i n t e r e s t  and a r i g h t  in  e v e r y  
e l e c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  r e p u b l i c  where  n a t i o n a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
a re  c h o s e n . 2̂ 1
D i s t r u s t  o f  t h e  D e m o c ra t i c  P a r t y . G a r f i e l d ' s  fu n d a m e n ta l  
d i s t r u s t  o f  t h e  D e m o c ra t i c  P a r t y  i s  c l e a r l y  shown in  h i s  
J o u r n a l  and s p e e c h e s .  He c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  D em o cra t ic  P a r t y  
a p a r t y  o f  "d ea d  i s s u e s ' * .
I  walk a c r o s s  t h a t  D e m o c ra t i c  cam p in g -g ro u n d  as  i n  a 
g r a v e y a r d .  Under my f e e t  r e s o u n d  t h e  h o l lo w  ech o es  o f  t h e  
d e ad .  There  l i e s  s l a v e r y ,  a b l a c k  m arb le  column a t  t h e  
head  o f  i t s  g r a v e ,  on which  I  r e a d :  "Died i n  t h e  f lam es  o f
t h e  c i v i l  w a r ;  l o v e d  i n  i t s  l i f e ;  l a m e n te d  in  i t s  d e a t h ;  
f o l l o w e d  t o  i t s  b i e r  by i t s  o n l y  m ourner ,  t h e  D em ocra t ic  
p a r t y . "  But d o a d i  And h e r e  i s  a d o u b le  g r a v e :  " S a c r e d
t o  t h e  memory o f  S q u a t t e r  S o v e r e i g n t y .  D ied  i n  t h e  cam paign  
o f  i 8 6 0 . "  On t h e  r e v e r s e  s i d e :  S a c r e d  to  t h e  memory o f
Dred S c o t t  and th e  B r e c k i n r i d g e  d o c t r i n e . "  B o th  dead  a t  
t h e  hands  o f  Abraham L i n c o l n !  And h e re  i s  a monument o f  
b r i m s t o n e :  " S a c r e d  t o  t h e  memory o f  t h e  d o c t r i n e  t h a t  t h e
w ar  a^f t . in s t  t h e  R e b e l l i o n  i s  a f a i l u r e :  T i l  den e t  V a i l  and igham
f e c e r u n t ,  A. D. l 86Lj.." Dead on t h e  f i e l d  o f  b a t t l e ;  sh o t  to  
d e a t h  by  t h e  m i l l i o n  guns o f  t h e  r e p u b l i c .  The d o c t r i n e s  o f  
S e c e s s i o n  and o f  S t a t e  S o v e r e i g n t y .  Dead. E x p i r e d  i n  t h e  
f l a m e s  o f  c i v i l  w a r ,  amid t h e  b l a z i n g  r a f t e r s  o f  t h e  Confed­
e r a c y ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  modem A eneas ,  i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  t h e  
h o n o r a b l e  g e n t l e m a n  from th e  Appomattox d i s t r i c t  o f  V i r g i n i a  
£«t . T u c k e r / ,  f l e e i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  f l am es  o f  t h a t  r u i n ,  b e a r s
^ W o r k s . I I ,  720 (Speech  d e l i v e r e d  in  th e  House of  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  June 27 ,  1079)*
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on h i s  b a d e  t h e  A n e h i se s  o f  S t a t e  s o v e r e i g n t y ,  and b r i n g s  
i t  h e r e • A l l  e l s e  i s  d e a d *25
G a r f i e l d  f r e q u e n t l y  a s s e r t e d  t h a t  t h e  D e m o cra t ic
P a r t y  was t h e  p a r t y  o f  r e c a l l  io n  and c h a t  i t  was u t t e r l y
u n f i t  t o  " t a k e  c o n t r o l  o f  o u r  g r e a t  n a t i o n  and i t s  v a s t
and i m p o r t a n t  i n t e r e s t s " * ^  His  s u s p i c i o n  o f  the p a r t y
was d e e p e n e d  b e c a u s e  when i t  g a in e d  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  House,
a c c o r d i n g  t o  G a r f i e l d ,  one o f  i t s  f i r s t  a t t e m p t s  was t o
ncrown J e f f e r s o n  D av is  w i t h  f u l l  and f r e e  a m n e s t y , "  i n
s p i t e  o f  and “ i n  d i s r e g a r d  o f  t h e  deep  f e e  l i n e s  o f  th e
n o r t h e r n  peop l e . ”27 And a t  t h e  same t i m e ,  G a r f i e l d  f u r t h e r
a f f i r m e d  t h a t  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c  P a r t y  o pp o sed  "a  law to p r o t e c t
t h e  s a n c t i t y  and  s a f e t y  o f  t h e  b a l l o t  i n  n a t i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s , ”
w h ich  law s i n  t h e  v iew  o f  G a r f i e l d  were  made Bso  t h a t  t h e
h o r r o r s  o f  t h e  Ku Klux and t h e  White  L ine  sh o u ld  n o t  run
r i o t  a t  t h e  p o l l s . ”28
G a r f i e l d  c o n te n d e d  t h a t  i n  l 6?6  t h e  D e m o c ra t ic  P a r t y
was unw or thy  to  be  e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  t h e  f u t u r e  I n t e r e s t s  o f
t h e  c o u n t r y .  " I t  i s , ” G a r f i e l d  d e c l a r e d ,  " u n s a f e  to  t r u s t
i n t e r e s t s  o f  su c h  m e a s u r e l e s s  v a l u e  i n  the  hands o f  an
o r g a n i z a t i o n  whose members have  n e v e r  comprehended t h e i r
p r'
^ D o r k s ,  I I ,  370  (Speech  d e l i v e r e d  In  t h e  House o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  A u g u s t  1 8 ? 6 ) .
Works. I I ,  377  (S p eech  d e l i v e r e d  i n  t  e House of  
, e p r e s e n t - a t i v e s , August  I}., 1 8 7 6 )*
^ Works, IX, 383 (S peech  d e l i v e r e d  in  the  House o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , August ix, 1876 ) .
2 QWorks, I I ,  383  (Speech d e l iv e r e d  in  the  House of
Represen t a t  I v e s , Aug us t  '+,' 1 8 7 6 ) .
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e p o c h ,  h a v e  n e v e r  been  i n  sym pa thy  w i t h  i t s  r r e  a t  movements,  
who h ave  r e s i s t e d  e v e r y  s t e p  o f  i t s  p r o g r e s s ,  and whose 
p r i n c i p a l  f u n c t i o n  h a s  b e e n  ' t o  l i e  i n  c o l d  o b s t r u c t i o n 1 
a c r o s s  t h e  pathway o f  t h e  n a t i o n . ”29 h i s  d i s t r u s t  o f  the  
o p p o s i t i o n  p a r t y  was i n t e n s i f i e d  b e c a u s e  i t  p u t  f o r t h  f o r  
th e  P r e s i d e n t  and V i c e - P r e s i d e n t  i n  1676  men who, in  h i s  
v iew ,  had " i n  o u r  d a y s  of  i r e a t e s t  d a n g e r ,  e s t e e m e d  p a r t y  
above c o u n t r y ,  and f e l t  n o t  one t h r o b  o f  p a t r i o t i c  a r d o r  
f o r  t h e  t r i u m p h  o f  t h e  i m p e r i l l e d  U n ion ,  b u t  from t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  t o  t h e  end  h a t e d  t h e  w a r ,  and h a t e d  t h o s e  who 
c a r r i e d  o u r  e a g l e s  to  v i c t o r y *"30 111 have  n e v e r  f o r g o t t e n
and h a v e  m t  y e t  f o r g i v e n , tt G a r f i e l d  s a i d ,  " t h o s e  Democrats 
o f  t h e  R c r th  whose h e a r t s  were  n o t  warmed by th e  g ra n d  
i n s p i r a t i o n s  o f  th e  Union,  b u t  who s t o o d  b a ck  f i n d i n g  f a u l t ,  
a lw ays  c r y i n g  d i s a s t e r ,  r e j o i c i n g  a t  o u r  d e f e a t ,  n e v e r  
g l o r y i n g  i n  o u r  v i c t o r y *”31
G a r f i e l d ' s  d i s t r u s t  o f  th e  D e m o c ra t i c  P a r t y  was deep 
and s t r o n g .  T h is  f e e l  inc. i s  o f t e n  and c l ? a r l y  r e f l e c t e d  
i n  h i s  s p e e c h e s .
R i g h t e o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  C a u s e . G a r f i e l d ,  l i k e  
A e b s t e r  and  L i n c o l n ,  b e l i e v e d  i n  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  and p e r p e t u i t y
29D o r k s » I I ,  367  ( S p e e c h  d e l i v e r e d  i n  t h e  House o f  
x i e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  August Ig, 1 3 7 6 ) .
30 ■works , I I ,  317 (Speech  d e l i v e r e d  i n  th e  nouse  of  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  August Ig, I 0 J6 ,
11 -D o r k s , I I ,  2I4.5 (Speech  d e l i v e r e d  in  th e  House o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  J a n u a r y  12, 1 676 ) .
o f  t h e  U n io n .  He came t o  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  th e  Union w i t h  h i s  
s p e a k i n g  a b i l i t y  arid h i s  s e r v i c e s  a s  a s o l d i e r  i n  th e  e a r l y  
p e r i o d  o f  t h e  C i v i l  War* a f t o r  t h e  w ar  G a r f i e l d  e x p r e s s e d  
h i s  b e l i e f  ohot  t h e  c a u s e  f o r  w hich  he  f o u g h t  was nf o r e v e r  
r i g h t ,* *  and th e  c a u se  o f  th e  enemy was 11 f o r e v e r  w r o n g . ’*
I n  b o t h  cam paign  s p e e c h e s  and m a jo r  a d d r e s s e s  ha e x p r e s s e d  
h i s  b e l i e f  i n  th e  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  o f  th e  n o r t h e r n  c a u s e .  F o r  
e x a m p le ,  i n  an a d d r e s s  i n  B o s to n  he s a i d :
The R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  h a s  s a i d ,  and 3ays t o - d a y ,  t h a t ,  
f o r g e t t i n g  a l l  t h e  a n i m o s i t i e s  o f  t h e  w a r ,  f o r g e t t i n g  a l l  i t s  
f i e r c e n e s s ,  i t  r e a c h e s  o u t  b o th  h a n d s  to  t h e  g a l l a n t  men who 
f o u g h t  u s ,  and  p l e d g e s  a l l  f e l l o w s h i p  and b r o t h e r h o o d  on t h i s  
s o l e  c o n d i t i o n ,  — and t h a t  c o n d i t i o n  i t  w i l l  i n s i s t  upon  
f o r e v e r ,  - -  t h a t  i n  t h e  war f o r  th e  Union we were  r i g h t ,  
f o r e v e r  r i g h t ,  and t h a t  i n  t h e  w a r  a g a i n s t  t h e  Union t h e y  
were w rong ,  f o r e v e r  w rong .  He n e v e r  made t e r m s ,  we w i l l  
n e v e r  make t e r m s ,  w i t h  t h e  man who d e n i e s  th e  e v e r l a s t i n g  
r i g h t f u l n e s s  o f  o u r  c a u s e .  To do t h a t  would be  t r e a s o n  t o  
t h e  dead and d i s h o n o r  t o  t h e  l i v i n g . 32
His s p e e c h ,  ’’The R evived  D o c t r i n e  o f  S t a t e  S o v e r e i g n t y , 1f 
o f f e r s  a n o t h e r  example  o f  G a r f i e l d ’ s e m p h a s i z in g  h i s  b e l i e f  
i n  th e  c o m p le te  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  c a u s e .  He 
s a i d :
. • . t h e  t r u t h  r e q u i r e s  me t o  s a y ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  one i n d i s ­
p e n s a b l e  g ro u n d  o f  ag reem ent  on w h ich  alon© we can s t a n d  
t o g e t h e r ,  and I t  i s  t h i s :  th e  war  f o r  t h e  Union was r i g h t ,  
e v e r l a s t i n g l y ;  th e  war a g a i n s t  t h e  Union was f o r e v e r  wrong* 
However h o n e s t  and s i n c e r e  I n d i v i d u a l s  may have  b e e n ,  S e c e s s i o n  
was none  t h e  l e s s  r e b e l l i o n  and . r e a s o n . 33
The P a r t i s a n  P r e s s . G a r f ie ld ,  had a g e n u i n e  r e s p e c t  f o r  
a f r e e  p r e s s .  "The p r i n t i n g - p r e s s  i s ,  w i t h o u t  d o u b t , ” he
3 2 works* I I ,  5 b 7ypS8 (Speech  d e l i v e r e d  in  F a n e u i l  H a l l ,  
B o s to n ,  S ep tem b er  10, 1878 ) .
33 Works, IX, 719 (Speech d e l i v e r e d  in  the Ko us e of
R e p re s e n t s ! Iv e s ,  June 27, l879)»
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s t a t e d ,  " t h e  m os t  p o w e r f u l  weapon w i t h  w h ich  man h a s  e v e r  armed 
h i m s e l f  f o r  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  i g n o r a n c e  and o p p r e s s i o n * " ^ - 
G a r f i e l d  p r a i s e d  t h e  f r e e  p r e s s ,  d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  " f o r  th e  sake  
o f  s o c i e t y  and good g o v e rn m e n t ,  t h e  p r e s s  s h o u l d  he f r e e , "  b u t  
he a l s o  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  f r e e d o m  b r o u g h t  i n c r e a s e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
o f  t h e  p r e s s  t o  o b t a i n  and  p r i n t  t h e  news,  and s e c o n d  to  g i v e  
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  i t s  own o p i n i o n s *  He s a i d t
I  may n o t  e x p r e s s  t h e  o p i n i o n  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y ,  b u t  c e r -  
t a i n l y  i t  i s  my own, t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  and g r e a t e s t  demand w h i c h  
th e  p u b l i c  makes o f  i t s  e d i t o r s  i s  t h a t  t h e y  s h a l l  o b t a i n  and  
p u b l i s h  t h e  news,  - - t h a t  t h e y  s h a l l  p r i n t  a v e r i t a b l e  a n d  i n ­
t e l l i g i b l e  r e c o r d  o f  i m p o r t a n t  c u r r e n t  e v e n t s *  R a t h e r  t h a n  to  
w eaken ,  n e g l e c t ,  o r  f a l s i f y  t h i s ,  i t  were  b e t t e r  t h a t  e v e r y  
o t h e r  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  n e w s p a p e r  s h o u l d  be  abandoned#3$
G a r f i e l d  b e l i e v e d  i n  a p a r t i s a n  p r e s s  an d  e x p r e s s e d  c o n te m p t
f o r  w h a t  he c a l l e d  t h e  " U t o p i a n  i d e a  o f  * i n d e p e n d e n t  j o u r n a l i s m * 111
H ext  t o  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  as a v e h i c l e  o f  an d  com m enta to r  
u pon  news,  t h e  j o u r n a l  s h o u l d  have  o p i n i o n s  o f  i t s  own, and 
s h o u l d  a d v o c a t e  them* I  have no sym pathy  w i t h  t h e  U t o p i a n  i d e a  
o f  " i n d e p e n d e n t  j o u r n a l i s m . "  I t  smacks to o  much o f  t h e  m i l l e n ­
n ium ,  and a m i l l e n n i u m  t h a t  comes b e f o r e  i t s  t im e  would  be a 
v e r y  p r o f i t l e s s  and s t u p i d  a f f a i r *  A l l  f r e e  g o v e rn m e n ts  a r e  
p a r t y  g o v e rn m e n t s ;  and u n t i l  t h e  r e a l  m i l l e n n i u m  comes t h e r e  
w i l l  be p a r t i e s  i n  r e l i g i o n ,  i n  p o l i t i c s ,  and  i n  e v e r y  r e a l m  
o f  t h o u g h t *36
S c i e n c e  and E d u c a t i o n * G a r f i e l d  was a f r i e n d  t o  s c i e n c e  
and e d u c a t i o n  d u r i n g  h i s  c a r e e r  i n  p u b l i c  l i f e *  His  m aiden
3k  /Works* I I ,  57$ (A d dress  d e l i v e r e d  b e f o r e  th e  Ohio 
E d i t o r i a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  C l e v e l a n d ,  Ohio ,  J u l y  11 ,  1 8 7 8 ) .
3$W orks* I I ,  5 7 9 -5 8 0  (A d d ress  d e l i v e r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  Ohio 
E d i t o r i a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  C l e v e l a n d ,  Ghio ,  J u l y  11 ,  I 87Q)*
^ W orks . I I ,  >81-582 (A ddress  d e l i v e r e d  b e f o r e  t h e  Ohio 
E d i t o r i a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  C l e v e l a n d ,  O hio ,  J u l y  11 ,  1878)*
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s p e e c h  i n  t h e  Ohio S e n a te  was a p l e a  f o r  s c h o o l  l i b r a r i e s .
He t h o u g h t  t h a t  l i b e r t y  c o u ld  o n ly  b e  s a f e  "when th e  s u f ­
f r a g e  i s  i l l u m i n a t e d  by e d u c a t i o n , ” and he d e c l a r e d  t h a t  
” t h e  l i f e  and l i $ i t  o f  a n a t i o n  a r e  i n s e p a r a b l e  * "37 11 There
h a s  b e e n , "  S e n a t o r  Hoar r e p o r t e d  i n  h i s  A u to b io g r a p h y  o f  
S e v e n ty  Y e a r s , "no man i n  p u b l i c  l i f e  i n  my t i m e ,  e x c e p t  
C h a r l e s  Sumner,  who was a lw ays  so g l a d  to  r e n d e r  any s e r v i c e
3 r̂
 . . . . . . .  0
G a r f i e l d ! s i n t e n s e  b e l i e f  in  t h e  v a l u e  o f ,  and h i s  
e n t h u s i a s m  f o r ,  e d u c a t i o n  and s c i e n c e  i s  somewhat d e p i c t e d  
i n  h i s  s t  a teme n t ;
The s c i e n t i f i c  s p i r i t  h a s  c a s t  o u t  t h e  demons an d  p r e ­
s e n t e d  u s  w i t h  .N a tu re ,  c l o t h e d  i n  h e r  r i g h t  mind and l i v i n g  
u n d e r  t h e  r e i g n  o f  l a w .  I t  h a s  g iv e n  u s  f o r  t h e  s o r c e r i e s  
o f  t h e  a l c h e m i s t  t h e  b e a u t i f u l  laws o f  c h e m i s t r y ;  f o r  th e  
dreams o f  t h e  a s t r o l o g e r ,  t h e  s u b l im e  t r u t h s  of  a s t r o n o m y ;  
f o r  t h e  w i l d  v i s i o n s  o f  cosmogony, t h e  monumental  r e c o r d s  o f  
c e o l o g v ;  f o r  t h e  a n a r c h y  o f  d i a b o l i s m ,  t h e  law s o f  God.39
G a r f i e l d 1s views and f r i e n d l i n e s s  to w a rd  t h e  f i e l d s  o f  
e d u c a t i o n  and s c i e n c e  g a i n e d  f o r  him t h e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  and 
r e s p e c t  o f  many. In  a s p e e c h  d e l i v e r e d  b y  C o l .  G a r r i c k  
H a l l e r y  b e f o r e  t h e  L i t e r a r y  S o c i e t y  o f  W ashing ton ,  c .  C. th e  
f o l l o w i n g  t r i b u t e  was g iv e n  G a r f i e l d :
He s u p p o r t e d  w i t h  h i s  e l o q u e n c e  and e n e r g y  t h e  L i g h t -
3 7 j s mea  A. G a r f i e l d ,  C o l le g e  w d u ca t ion  ( C l e v e l a n d :
H a i r b a n k s , B e n e d i c t  h C o . ,  lbG 7J ,  Speech d e l i v e r e d  a t  H iram, 
Chio  i n  1 8 6 ? .
3 0 g 3o rg e  . H oar ,  A u t o b i o g r a p b y  of  S e v e n ty  Y e a rs  (Hew 
Y o rk :  C h a r l e s  S c r i b n e r 1 s S o n s , I.903 ) ,  I ,  1^03*
T r i b u t e  o f  R e s p e c t  from t h e  L i t e r a r y  3 o c i o t y  o f  
W ash ing ton  t o  I t s  L a te  P r e s i d e n t  -Jar.es Abram G a r f i e l d . 
Pro c e e d i n g s  o f  a Mee t in g ,  o f  t h e  S o c i e t y  Hold Hov. 1 9 * I 08I  
( iVas r I n g t o n : 18H2T , p . I jb.
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House B o a rd ;  t h e  C o a s t  and  G e o l o g ic  S u rv e y ;  t h e  s e v e r a l  geo­
l o g i c  and g e o g r a p h i c a l  s u r v e y s  and t h e i r  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n t o  
t h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m a t i z e d  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y ;  th e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ;  t h e  P i s h  and E n t o m o l o g i c a l  Commis­
s i o n s ;  t h e  B u r e a u  o f  E th n o l o g y ;  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Museum, and t h e  
S m i t h s o n i a n  I n s t i t u t i o n ,  o f  w h ic h  he was an  e l e c t e d  R egen t#
H© was t h e  f a t h e r  o f  t h e  B u re a u  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  a c t i v e  a d ­
v o c a t e  f o r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Deaf-M ute  C o l l e g e ,  
and  t o  my know ledge  t h e  m o s t  e f f i c i e n t  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  m e t e o r o ­
l o g i c a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  S i g n s !  S e r v i c e  f ro m  I t s  meagre  and  
t e n t a t i v e  commencement* As c h a i rm a n  o f  t h e  Committee  on th e  
C ensus  o f  I 87O he  s p e c i a l l y  showed a f u l l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  
s c i e n t i f i c  m e t h o d s ,  and  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  s h o u l d  b e  
a p p l i e d  i n  t h e  t h o r o u g h  and a c c u r a t e  c o l l e c t i o n ,  n o t  m e r e ly  
o f  t h e  num ber  o f  I n h a b i t a n t s , b u t  o f  a l l  s o c i a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  
and  p h y s i c a l  f a c t s  a t t a i n a b l e *  He saw t h e  a g g r e g a t i o n  and  
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e s e  f a c t s  w ou ld  b r i n g  f o r t h  t h e  law s con ­
s t i t u t i n g  s c i e n c e ,  and  t h e r e f o r e  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t r u e  p r i n c i p l e s  
o f  n a t i o n a l  l e g i s l a t i o n # ^
SUMMARY
I t  ha s  b e e n  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  to  p r e s e n t  Gar­
f i e l d ^  v iew s  on t h e  most  i m p o r t a n t  I s s u e s  o f  h i s  day* He 
t r i e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a more o r  l e s s  m id d le  o f  t h e  r o a d  p o s i t i o n  
on t h e  t a r i f f ,  b u t  i n  r e a l i t y  he  became more f a v o r a b l e  t o  a 
h i g h  p r o t e c t i v e  t a r i f f  d u r i n g  h i s  s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  H o u se .  I t  
i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  he  e x e r c i s e d  l i t t l e  I n f l u e n c e  i n  m o ld in g  th e  
p o l i c y  o f  h i a  p a r t y  on t h i s  i s s u e .
E a r l y  I n  h i s  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  c a r e e r  G a r f i e l d  t o o k  a f i r m  
s t a n d  on th e  c u r r e n c y  q u e s t i o n ,  c o n t e n d i n g  t h a t  " t h e  o n l y  
h o n e s t  b a s i s  o f  v a l u e  I s  a c u r r e n c y  r e d e e m a b le  I n  s p e c i e  a t  
t h e  w i l l  o f  t h e  h o l d e r . "  He a d v o c a t e d  a c o n t r a c t i o n  o f  
p a p e r  c u r r e n c y  and u p h e l d  w i t h  v i g o r  t h e  r e s u m p t i o n  o f  
s p e c i e  p a y m e n ts .  The c u r r e n c y  q u e s t i o n  was one o f  r i g h t  
and wrong w i t h  G a r f i e l d ,  and he  b e l i e v e d  t h e  f a i t h  and
Ibid . .  p. 35
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h o n o r  o f  t h e  n a t i o n  was a t  s t a k e .  On t h i s  i s s u e  G a r f i e l d  
was c o n s i s t e n t  and p r o b a b l y  e x e r c i s e d  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n f l u e n c e  
on th e  R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  p o s i t i o n *
A p r o p o s a l  t o  g r a n t  a m n e s ty  to  J e f f e r s o n  D av is  met w i t h  
G a r f i e l d ' s  prompt  d i s a p p r o v a l ,  and he b e l i e v e d  o t h e r  C on fed -  
e r a t e  o f f i c e r s  who were  s t i l l  r e s t r i c t e d  f rom  h o l d i n g  f e d e r a l  
o f f i c e s  s h o u l d  be r e q u i r e d  t o  t a k e  an o a t h  b e f o r e  a U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  c o u r t .  A l th o u g h  G a r f i e l d  o pp o se d  th e  s e t t i n g  up o f  
t h e  E l e c t o r a l  Commission i n  1876 ,  h e  a g r e e d  to  s e r v e  on i t  
a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  h i s  p a r t y .  H© d e n i e d  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  
S p a t e s  g o v e rn m e n t  r e c e i v e d  i t s  s o v e r e i g n t y  from t h e  S t a t e ,  
d e c l a r e d  t h a t  b o t h  t h e  s t a t e  and n a t i o n a l  g overnm en t  d e r i v e d  
t h e i r  s o v e r e i g n t y  from th e  p e o p l e ,  and u p h e ld  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
e l e c t i o n  l a w s .
G a r f i e l d  p o s s e s s e d  a f u n d a m e n ta l  d i s t r u s t  o f  th e  Demo­
c r a t i c  P a r t y ,  c o n s i d e r e d  i t  t h e  p a r t y  o f  r e b e l l i o n ,  and 
t h o u g h t  i t  u n f i t  to r u l e  and u n s a f e  t o  be t r u s t e d .  In  th e  
v iew o f  G a r f i e l d  t h e  N o r t h e r n  c a u s e  i n  t h e  C i v i l  War was 
e v e r l a s t i n g l y  r i g h t  and t h e  war a r a i n s t  t h e  Onion f o r e v e r  
w ro n p .
While  b e l i e v i n g  i n  a f r e e  p r e s s  whose f o r e m o s t  d u t y  
was to  p r e s e n t  t h e  news, G a r f i e l d  a l s o  b e l i e v e d  a new spaper  
s h o u ld  have  o p i n i o n s  o f  i t s  own and " t a k e  s i d e s ” p o l i t i c a l l y .  
He e x p r e s s e d  contempt  f o r  w ha t  he c a l l e d  the  ’’U to p ia n  I d e a  
o f  ' i n d e p e n d e n t  j o u r n a l i s m . ' ,f G a r f i e l d  was a f r i e n d  to  
s c i e n c e  and e d u c a t i o n ,  had / r e s t  f a i t h  i n  t h e i r  v a l u e  t o  
th e  c o u n t r y ,  and r i g h t f u l l y  r e c e i v e d  th e  p r a i s e  f o r  b i s  
s u p p o r t  o f  b o t h  i n  h i s  Io n  s e r v i c e  In  t h e  House.
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R e a d in g ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  a d  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e  
w ere  f a c t o r s  i n  G a r f i e l d ^  g e n e r a l  b a c k g ro u n d  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  
f o r  h i s  sp e ec h es*  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  G a r f i e l d ,  l i k e  L in c o ln ,  
p o s s e s s e d  a "w ide-awake  c u r i o s i t y  w h ich  seemed n e v e r  t o  b e  
s a t i a t e d . "  "A new t i l i n g , "  a c c o r d i n g  t o  H i n s d a l e ,  “however  
u n i m p o r t a n t ,  a lw ays  a t t r a c t e d  h i s  a t t e n t i o n .  . . .  He had  
a ; r e a t  d e s i r e  . . .  t o  m a s t e r  t h e  l e s s o n ,  to  p ro v e  s u p e r i o r  
t o  e v e r y  d i f f i c u l t y  . . . t o  c o n q u e r  and s u r p a s s  h i m s e l f .
G a r f i e l d  was n o t  o n ly  w id e ly  r o a d ,  b u t  p o s s e s s e d  t h e  
a b i l i t y  to  g r a s p  q u i c k l y  t ' - e  p e r t i n e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  a p a r ­
t i c u l a r  volume had t o  o f f e r .  “lie p o s s e s s e d , "  B l a i n e  
r e m a r k e d ,  “ i n  s h i - h  d e c r e e  th e  power o f  r e a d i l y  a b s o r b i n g  
i d e a s  and f a c t s ,  and l i k e  Dr.  Jo h n s o n ,  had t h e  a r t  o f  
: e t t i n _ .  from a bock a l l  t h a t  was o f  v a l u e  i n  i t  by  r e a d i n g  
a p p a r e n t l y  so  q u i c k  / n c 7  and c u r s o r y  t h a t  i t  seemed l i k e  
a mere g l a n c e  a t  ohe t a b l e  o f  c o n t e n t s . ”
A. H i n s d a l e ,  P r e s i d e n t  G a r f i e l d  and E d u c a t io n  
( B o s to n :  James K. Osgood and , p • •
2
James G. a i a i n e ,  P o l i t i c a l  D isc u s  gloria , Leg 5a1‘TrA 
Diplomat 1 c . and P o p u la r  1856-1 866  (Norwich ,  C on n . ;  ' 
a i l l  P u b l i s h i n g  Company, l o 6 7 ) »  P* 513 •
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The L ib r a r ia n  o f  C on gress ,  &r» Ainsworth R* S p o ffo r d ,
s a i d :
Not t h a t  he ^G*arfielc£7 a b s o l u t e l y  t r a v e l  l e d  t h r o u g h  
more books  t h a n  some o t h e r s ,  b u t  he u s e d  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  
a u t h o r s  b y  way o f  h i n t s ,  s u g g e s t i o n s ,  o r  a u t h o r i t i e s *
I t  was th e  h a b i t  o f  h i s  mind, a p p a r e n t l y  v e r y  e a r l y  
f o r m e d ,  t o  g e n e r a l i z e ,  t o  s e e k  f o r  g r e a t  l e a d i n g  p r i n ­
c i p l e s ,  and t o  push h i s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  o f  a s u b j e c t  u n t i l  
he 1 ad c o v e r e d  a l l  t h e  a ro u n d  t h a t  t i n e  p e r m i t t e d ,  b e f o r e  
p u t t i n g  h i s  own i d ^ a s  i n t o  form* 'Io t h i s  en d  h e  r e a d  
r a p i d l y ,  s e i s i n g  w i t h  q u i c k  i n t u i t i o n  t h e  p o r t i o n s  o f  a 
book  which had  a n y t h i n g  t o  h i s  p u r p o s e ,  and th r o w in g  
a s i d e  a s  q u i c k l y  t h o s e  which y i e l d e d  n o t h i n g * 3
C o n v e r s a t i o n s  w i t h  l e a r n e d  men a f f o r d e d  G a r f i e l d  no 
d o u b t  an o p p o r t u n i t y  to  b r o a d e n  h i s  g e n e r a l  knowledge from 
which  he  c o u ld  draw i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  h i s  sp e ec h es*  B is  
J o u r n a l  r e v e a l s  t h a t  he s p e n t  t im e  c o n v e r s i n g  w i t h  o u t ­
s t a n d i n g  men on v a r i o u s  s u b j e c t s *  For  e x a m p le ,  Sunday 
a f t e r n o o n  o f  A p r i l  7,  1672 ho s p e n t  t h e  a f t e r n o o n  w i t h  
p r o f e s s o r  J o s e p h  l ionry  and l e a r n e d  o f  the  famous p r o f e s s o r ' s  
" d i s c o v e r i e s  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  h o r s e ' s  T e l e g r a p h A g a i n ,  
he r e p o r t e d  h a v i n g  " Ju d g e  B lack  and P ro f*  Newcomb a t  d i n n e r  
and d i s c u s s e d ,  u n t i l  a l a t ©  h o u r ,  t h e  ' t r a n s i t  o f  Venus,*  
and i t  v a l u e  t o  s c i e n c e . 115
3a  T r i b u t e  o f  R e s p e c t  from th e  L i t e r a r y  S o c i e t y  o f  
W ashing ton  to  i t s  1 a t e  P r o s i d e n t  James Abram G a r f i e l d . P r o ­
c e e d i n g s  o f  a m e e t in g  o f  th e  S o c i e t y  h e l d  November 1 9 * lBB'l* 
(Wash In s ’to n  : P u b l i s h e d ~ T n  W ash ing ton  171 OV,' 138277 p* l5*  
( R e f e r r e d  to  h e r e a f t e r  a s : A_ T r i b u t e  o f  R e s p e c t ) .
^ G a r f i e l d  J o u r n a l  ( A p r i l  7 , 1672). 'the G a r f i e l d  J o u r n a l  
i s  d e p o s i t e d  w i t h  t h e  G a r f i e l d  tap e r s  in  t h e  a u u s c r l .p t  
D i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  Wash Trr t -  n, D* C, I t  
I s  r e f e r r e d  t o  h e r e a f t e r  as J o u r n a l .
^ J o u r n a l  ( A p r i l  3 ,  IB7 2 ) .
B a r f i e l d  knew t h e  v a l u e  o f  c o n v e r s i n g  w i t h  men o f  a b i l i t y .  
Chauncey Depew s a i d ;
I t  was my p r i v i l e g e  t o  t a l k  f o r  h o u r s  w i th  G e n e r a l  
G a r f i e I d  d u r i n g  h i a  famous t r i p  t o  t h e  Xew York C o n fe re n ce  
i n  th e  l a t e  c a n v a s s ,  and y e t  i t  was n o t  c o n v e r s a t i o n  o f  
d i s c u s s i o n .  He f a s t e n e d  upon  me a l l  t h e  powers o f  i n q u i ­
s i t i v e n e s s  and a c q u i s i t i v e n e s s ,  and a b s o r b e d  a l l  I  h a d .  
l e a r n e d  i n  tw e n ty  y e a r s  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e . ^
I t  i s  p r o b a b l e  t h a t  G a r f i e l d ’ s y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e  on v a r i ­
ous c o n g r e s s i o n a l  com m it tee s  added  to  h i s  g e n e r a l  k n ow led ge ,  
‘t h e r e  a re  i n s t a n c e s  r e c o r d e d  i n  h i s  J o u r n a l  t o  s u g g e s t  t h i s .
For e x am p le :  ” I n  Committee  h e a r d  S a u n d e rs  o f  t h e  A g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  D epar tm ent  and D r .  Thompson o f  t h e  Columbus H o s p i t a l  
and s e t t l e d  t h o s e  two s u b j e c t s  i n  t h e  Sundry  C i v i l  B i l l s .  . • .
I n  Summary G a r f i e l d  b r o a d e n e d  and i n c r e a s e d  h i s  g e n e r a l  
knowledge  by r e a d i n g  w i s e l y  and by c o n v e r s i n g  w i t h  l e a r n e d  
men, b o t h  i n  p r i v a t e  and i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  h i s  p u b l i c  d u t i e s .
G a t h e r i n g  and A n a ly z in g  M a t e r i a l . G a r f i e l d  p u t  i n t o  
p r a c t i c e  h i s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h o r o u g h n e s s  o f  p r e p a r a t i o n  wag 
e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  o r a t o r ’ s s u c c e s s ,  f o r  he o f t e n  i n v e s t i ­
g a t e d  e x t e n s i v e l y  t h e  s u b j e c t s  on w hich  ho s p o k e .  F o r  
e x a m p le ,  he s p e n t  much t im e  In  s e c u r i n g  a b r o a d  and t h o r o u g h  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  c u r r e n c y  q u e s t i o n ,  w h ich  was one o f  h i s
^rion. Chauncey • Depew, A ddress  a t  t h e  memoria l  
S e r v i c e  o f  James A_. G a r f i e  1 d t by t h e  Grand Army o f  th e  
B e p u b l i c  a t  C h i c k e r i n r  H a l 1 , Hew f o r k , S ep tem ber  2b , l o d l  
( A lb a n y : The """Press Co, i r i n t e r ,  I b b l ) ,  p. 71* T ' i h i s  b o o k l e t  
i s  i n  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s ) .
7 J o u r n a l  ( A p r i l  10 ,  1 6 7 2 ) .
°3 e e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  f o r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  
B a r f i e l d ’ s v iew s  on p r e p a r a t i o n .
f a v o r i t e  s u b j e c t s  f o r  s p e e c h e s .  Bundy s a i d :
H© b e ~ an  to  p r e p a r e  h i m s e l f  f o r  i t s  i n t e l l i g e n t  compre­
h e n s i o n  and d i s c u s s i o n ,  by a c o u r s e  o f  s t u d y  and i n v e s t i g a ­
t i o n  w hich  v e r y  few o f  o u r  s t a t e s m e n  have  g i v e n  to  i t .  He 
e x h a u s t e d  a l l  t h e  h i s t o r i e s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  e x p e r i m e n t s  o f  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  p u b l i c  d e b t s  and o f  f u r n i s h i n g  p a p e r  c u r r e n c y  
t h a t  h a d  b e e n  mad© i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y ;  he f o l l o w e d  th© i n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n  b ack  i n t o  E n g l i s h  h i s t o r y ,  s t u d y i n g  a l l  t h e  t e x t - b o o k s  
he  m a s t e r e d  t h e  ; r e n c h  l a n g u a g e ,  so as to be a b le  to  r e a d  
t h e  u n t r a n s l a t e d  F re n c h  t r e a t i s e s  on p o l i t i c a l  economy end 
t h e  c u r r e n c y ,  and  s o u g h t  i n  a l l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  from th e  e x p e r i ­
e n c e  o f  a l l  c o u n t r i e s ,  w h a t e v e r  l i g h t  o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o u ld  
a i d  him in  d e a l i n g  w i t h  th e  f i n a n c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  i n  which  w© 
'mere l e f t  a t  the  c l o s e  o f  th e  w a r , 9
A nothe r  exam ple  o f  C a r f i e l d t s p o l i c y  o f  f i r s t  s t r i v i n g  
t c  g e t  a b a s i c  u n d o r a t  a n d in g  o f  t h e  s u b j e c t  i s  d e p i c t e d  i n  
h i s  J o u r n a l  when he was c a l l e d  on to  d e fe n d  t h e  v e to  m essage  
o f  P r e s i d e n t  Hayes* He r e c o r d e d :
C a l l e d  on t h e  P r e s i d e n t  and  had a f u l l  c o n f e r e n c e  on th©
s u b j e c t .  He gave as© an a d v an ce  copy o f  h i s  Veto Message
to  e n a b l e  me to p r e p a r e  f o r  i t s  d e f e n s e ,  as I  have  been
a p p o i n t e d  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  by t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  Caucus Committee  
o f  t h e  H ouse .  Spen t  th e  e v e n i n g  in  reading;  up v e t o  l i t e r a ­
t u r e  .
The n e x t  day he  r e c o r d e d :
A f t e r  c h u rc h  r e a d  B e l f o r d fs s p e e c h  on t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  
v e t o e s  from iioraan d a y s  u n t i l  now. . . . S p en t  th® e v e n i n g  
i n  r e a d i n c  f u r t h e r  on t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  v e t o e s  and r e a d  c a r e ­
f u l l y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t ’ s p a p e r  w hich  he gave me y e s t e r d a y *10
I n  a l e t t e r  to  H i n s d a l e ,  G a r f i e l d  g i v e s  f u r t h e r  i n s i g h t  
i n t o  th e  ’t h o r o u g h n e s s  o f  h i s  p r e p a r a t i o n .
I  am c o ra p e l led  t o  l o o k  ahead  a t  q u e s t i o n s  l i k e l y  to
be  3p r i in r  upon  us  f o r  a c t i o n  and t h e  f a c t  I s  I  p r e p a r e  f o r
d e b a t e  on t e n  s u b j e c t s  where  I  a c t u a l l y  t a k e  p a r t  in  b u t  o n e .
F o r  e x a m p le ,  i t  seemed c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e  F i t z - J o h n  F o r t e r  
c a s e  would be d i s c u s s e d  In  t h e  House and I  d e v o te d  t h e  b e s t  
p a r t  o f  two weeks to  a c a r e f u l  r e - e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  th© o l d
9 j .  >1. Bundy, The L i f e  o f  Gen* J  a me a A. G a r f i e l d  (Hew 
Y ork :  A. 3 .  B arnes  & Co . ~ i 13gQ7 ,  p .  7&~79*
3-0J o u r n a l  ( A p r i l  26 -?7  <* 1(379).
m a t e r i a l  and a s t u d y  o f  t h e  new* There  i s  now l y i n g  on 
t h e  t o p  o f  my book c a s e  a p i l e  o f  b o o k s ,  r e p o r t s  and 
m a n u s c r i p t s  3 f e e t  l o n g  by a f o o t  and a h a l f  h ig h  which  
I  a c c u m u l a t e d  and exam ined  f o r  a d e b a t e  w h ich  c e r t a i n l y  
w i l l  n o t  com© o f f  t h i s  s e s s i o n  and p e rh a p s  n o t  a t  a l l *
I  must s t a n d  i n  t h e  b r e a c h  to  meet w h a t e v e r  q u e s t i o n  comes.
I  at,: j u s t  now i n  a n ta g o n i s m  w i t h  ray own p a r t y  on t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  in  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  e l e c t i o n  law, and h e r e  a l s o  
I  h a v e  p r e p a r e d  f o r  two d i s c u s s i o n s  and as  y e t  have  n o t  
s p o k e n  on e i t h e r . H
I n  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a  s p e e c h  G a r f i e l d  t o o k  n o t e s  on much 
t h a t  he r e a d .  I n  th e  G a r f i e l d  T a p e r s  t h e r e  i s  a l i s t i n g  o f  
t h e  b ooks  he r e a d  on "Hard h o n e y . "  F o l lo w in g  t h i s  l i s t  a r e  
some f o r t y  pages  o f  n o t e s  t a k e n  i n  lo n g  h a n d .  There i s  
e v i d e n c e  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  i n  g a t h e r i n g  m a t e r i a l  f o r  a g iv e n  
s u b j e c t ,  G a r f i e l d  was c a r e f u l  t o  s y s t e m a t i z e  and m e t h o d i c a l l y  
p r e s e r v e  what he  g a t h e r e d ,  Sundy c la im e d  t h a t  G a r f i e l d f s 
p e r s o n a l  l i b r a r y  *?as c a l l e d  th e  " l a r g e s t  and most s c i e n t i f i ­
c a l l y  a r r a n g e d "  o f  any member of  C o n g r e s s .  His  l i b r a r y  
was r e p u t e d  t o  h ave  l a r g e  numbers o f  s c r a p - b o o k s  g a t h e r e d  
o v e r  many y e a r s .  These s c r a p  books  were  s a i d  to  be so 
" p e r f e c t l y  a r r a n g e d  and In d exed  .h a t  t h e i r  o w n e r , "  c o u ld  
r e a d i l y  a v a i l  h i m s e l f  o f  t h e  s o u r c e  m a t e r i a j • In  a d d i t i o n ,  
h i s  l i b r a r y  p o s s e s s e d  "a l a r g e  oox conta ining. ,  s i x t y - t h r e e  
d i f f e r e n t  d r a w e r s ,  e a c h  p r o p e r l y  l a b e l l e d , "  i n  which he 
p l a c e d  " n ew sp a p e r  c u t t i n g s ,  d o c u m e n ts ,  and s l i p s  o f  p a p e r , "  
and from which  he  was a b l e  to  p u l l  o u t  what  he w an ted  as 
e a s i l y  as an o r g a n i s t  co ALd " p l a y  on t h e  s t o p s  o f  h i s  In s  t r u ­
l l Gary b .  H i n s d a l e ,  e d . ,  0 a r f i e I d - H in s d a Ie  Let  t e r s  
(Ann A rbor :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  filch i., an P r e s s ,  1 ) 7 P *
1 2 Bundy, pp . lb-79.
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The G a r f i e l d  P a p e rs  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he  was no t  o n ly
t h o r o u g h  i n  g a t h e r i n g  m a t e r i a l ,  b u t  t h a t  he was m e t h o d i c a l
i n  p r e s e r v i n g  i t  f o r  r e a d y  r e f e r e n c e .  Four  l a r g e  vo lumes
N otes  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  d e a l  e n t i r e l y  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n
o f  f i n a n c e :  one volume c o n t a i n s  new sp ap er  c l i p p i n g s  o f  t h e
d a y ;  a n o t h e r  i s  f i l l e d  w i t h  n o t e s  and b r i e f s  o f  s p e e c h e s ;
a t h i r d  i s  composed o f  p a m p h le t s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  s u b j e c t ;
and  a f o u r t h  i s  made up o f  n o t e s  G a r f i e l d  had  t a k e n  in
l o n e  h a n d .  A n o th e r  volume among h i s  P a p e r s ,  l a b e l e d  ,fH©ply
t o  K e l l e y , "  c o n t a i n s  G a r f i e l d * s  n o t e s  on h i s  o p p o n e n t 1s
s p e e c h e s ,  a c o l l e c t i o n  o f  n e w sp a p e r  c l i p p i n g s ,  p a m p h l e t s ,
c l i p p i n g s  from t h e  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  r e c o r d ,  l e t t e r s ,  c i r c u l a r s ,
13
t a b l e s ,  b u l l e t i n s ,  f i n a n c i a l  s t a t e m e n t s ,  and  s t a t i s t i c s .
I t  i s  q u i t e  e v i d e n t  t h a t  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  many o f  h i s  
s p e e c h e s  G a r f i e l d  a c c u m u l a t e d  a l a r g e  amount o f  s e l e c t i v e  
m a t e r i a l ,  s y s t e m a t i z e d  i t ,  and m e t h o d i c a l l y  p r e s e r v e d  i t  
f o r  f u t u r e  u s e  i n  sp e e c h  m ak in g .
The c o l l e c t i o n  o f  s t a t i s t i c s  i s  a ph ase  o f  G a r f i e l d * s  
s p e e c h  p r e p a r a t i o n  w o r th y  o f  m en t ion  h e r e .  His s p e c i a l  
i n t e r e s t  in  s t a t i s t i c s  was shown e a r l y  i n  h i s  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  
c a r e e r  i n  c o m m it tee  work on t h e  c e n s u s .  V. S m a l le y
r e p o r t e d :
tVhen he was a t  t h e  h e ad  o f  a com m it tee  to  p r e p a r e  a 
b i l l  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  n i n t h  c e n s u s ,  he  s t u d i e d  t h e  h i s t o r y
13•'G a r f i e l d  P a p e rs  (These  volumes a re  bound and l a b e l l e d  
" b o t e s  on F i n a n c e ,  Reply  to  K e l l e y , ,f e t c .  and a r e  found  
in  t h e  M a n u s c r ip t  D i v i s i o n  o f  Hie L i b r a r y  of  C ongress  w i t h  
t h e  G a r f i e l d  P a p e r s ) •
o f  e v e r y  c e n s u s  t a k e n  In  t h i s  o r  any o t h e r  c o u n t r y  abou t  
w h ic h  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  C on g re ss  a f f o r d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  and 
t h e n ,  g e t t i n g  h i s  com m it tee  t o g e t h e r  one h o t  v a c a t i o n  
s e a s o n ,  s e l e c t e d  a c o o l  room i n  t h e  b a se m e n t  o f  th e  C a p i t o l ,  
a n d ,  much to t h e i r  a n n o y a n c e ,  opened  what might  have  been 
c a l l e d  a s c h o o l  f o r  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  s t a t i s t i c s .  
$ h a t  h i s  f e l l o w  members had  d r e a d e d  as a d ry  and p e r f u n c t o r y  
a f f a i r ,  he  c o n v e r t e d  i n t o  a symposium o f  i n s t r u c t i v e  r e s e a r c h  
and d i s c u s s i o n . l q -
G a r f i e l d ’ s J o u r n a l  r e v e a l s  t h a t  he a l s o  s p e n t  a con­
s i d e r a b l e  amount o f  t im e  i n  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  
m a t e r i a l  f o r  h i s  s p e e c h e s .  On two o c c a s i o n s ,  he r e c o r d e d  
i n  h i s  J o u r n a l ,
At h a l f  p a s t  two o * c l o c k  I  went  to  t h e  T r e a s u r y  
D e p a r tm en t  and s p e n t  an h o u r  o r  two g a t h e r i n g  s t a t i s t i c s  
f o r  a s p e e c h .  . . .  have  b een  a t  work t h i s  e v e n i n g  w i th  
an  O f f i c e r  o f  t h e  T r e a s u r y  on t h e  same s u b j e c t .
Soon a f t e r  r e a d i n g  my m a i l  I  s e n t  to  t h e  T r e a s u r y  
D ep a r tm en t  to p r o c u r e  s t a t i s t i c s  from t h e  S e c ’y o f  t h e  
T r e a s u r y  and from th e  .D i r e c to r  o f  t h e  M in t ,  on th e  q u e s t i o n  
o f  s i l v e r  r e s u m p t i o n  b i l l  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  to  answer 
Mr. H e w i t t ’ s s p e e c h .  . . . 1 ?
In  G a r f i e l d ’ s "Campaign N o t e s ” t h e r e  a r e  many l e t t e r s  
f rom v a r i o u s  g o v e r n m e n ta l  d e p a r t m e n t s  g i v i n g  s t a t i s t i c a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n .  Among t h e s e  n o t e s  a r e :  l e t t e r s  from th e  Bureau 
o f  S t a t i s t i c s  and t h e  T re a s u ry  D e p a r tm e n t ,  r e p o r t s  o f  t h e  
a n n u a l  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  i n t e r n a l  r e v e n u e  i n  th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  
r e p o r t s  f rom  t h e  c o l l e c t o r ’ s o f f i c e  i n  the  I p t h  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  
D i s t r i c t  o f  O hio ,  and v a r i o u s  t a b l e s  o f  v o t e s  from h i s  home
l 4 B # V, S m a l l e y ,  " C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  P r e s i d e n t  
G a r f i e l d , ” In  The C en tu ry  M a g a z in e , XXIII  (December,  1 0 8 1 ) ,  
p .  1g9*
15Journal (January 19 , 1072; March 20 , 1 0 7 6 ) .
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d i s t r i c t
I t  is  p o s s i b l e  t o  f o l l o w  i n  t h e  s p e a k e r 1 s J o u r n a l  t h e  
p r o g r e s s  on t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  some o f  h i s  m a j o r  a d d r e s s e s *
T h is  e n a b l e s  t h e  c r i t i c  t o  draw f u r t h e r  c o n c l u s i o n s  on s p e e c h  
p r e p a r a t i o n *  B e f o r e  d e l i v e r y  o f  h i s  s p e e c h  on "The Revived  
D o c t r i n e  o f  S t a t e  S o v e r e i g n t y 1* on June 2 7 t h ,  I S 79 , t h e  f o l lo w *
Ing r e f e r e n c e s  were w r i t t e n  i n  h i s  J o u r n a l :
Ju ne  3 , 1379 :
A f t e r  h e a r i n g  t h e  boys / s i c /  r e c i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,  I  
commenced t o  s t u d y  f o r  a s p e e c h  on t h e  D em o cra t ic  d o c t r i n e  
o f  S t a t e  r i g h t s .  I  r e a d  w i t h  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  t h e  o p i n i o n s  
o f  th e  J u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  In  th e  c a s e  o f  * • • 
v e r s u s  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Ga. i n  Second D a l l a s .  I t  i s  a r e m a r k ­
a b l e  e x h i b i t i o n  o f  t h e  n a t i o n a l i t y  o f  t h e  G e n e r a l  Government 
as  o p p o s e d  t o  S t a t e  S o v e r e i g n t y .
June i | ,  1379:
S p e n t  most  o f  t h e  f o r e n o o n  i n  e x a m in in g  t h e  s p e e c h e s  t h a t  
have  b e e n  made i n  f a v o r  o f  S t a t e s  r i g h t s ,  a t  th© p r e s e n t
s e s s i o n ................... i t  home a t  f i v e  o* c l o c k  and h e a r d  t h e  b oys
^ i i c 7  r e c i t a t i o n  in  t h e  Greek Grammar and  A n a l y s i s ,  b u t  d i d  
n o t  c o n c lu d e  u n t i l  a f t e r  d i n n e r .  Some c a l l e r s  cam© i n  t h e  
e v e n i n g .  I  d i d  n o t  make much p r o g r e s s  in  my S t a t e s  r i g h t s  s p e e c h .
^ G a r f i e l d  P a p e r s  (These  n o t e s  a re  bound and e n t i t l e d
11 Campaign N o t e s H — found  In  t h e  M a n u s c r ip t  D i v i s i o n  o f  th e  
L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s } .  L i s t e d  b e lo w  a re  t h e  b e g i n n i n g s  o f  two 
l e t t e r s  w h ich  are  t y p i c a l  o f  th e  many among t h e s e  n o t e s :
Tre a s u r y  Dep a r  t m e n t ,
O f f i c e  o f  C o m p t r o l l e r  o f  t h e  C u r ren c y ,
W ash ing ton  August  8 , I 87 I
S i r :
I n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  y o u r  r e q u e s t ,  I  e n c l o s e  you h e r e w i t h  
t h e  r e p o r t  o f  c u r r e n c y  I s s u e d  t o  R a t i o n a l  B anks .  . . .
T r e a s u r y  Depar tm ent
O f f i c e  o f  C o n p t r o l l e r  o f  th e  C u r r e n c y ,
W ashing ton  A p r i l  7* I S 7U-
S i r :  In  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  y o u r  v e r b a l  r e q u e s t  I  e n c l o s e  h e r e ­
w i t h  a t a b l e .  • . .
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June 27, 18?9:
S p e n t  t h e  m o rn in g  a t  my d e sk  i n  c o n d e n s in g  my n o t e s  ao 
a s  t o  make an h o u r s  s p e e c h  i n  h a l f  an h o u r .  • . * At h a l f  
p a s t  tw e lv e  I  g o t  t h e  f l o o r  and spoke  f o r  h a l f  an h o u r  on  
t h e  d o c t r i n e  o f  S t a t e s  R i g h t s  a s  e x h i b i t e d  by  t h e  Democracy 
i n  t h e  d e b a t e s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s e s s i o n .  While  I  was t o o  much 
c rowded f o r  t i m e ,  t o  do f u l l  j u s t i c e  t o  t h 8 s u b j e c t ,  X t h i n k  
my s p e e c h  i s  i n  a more c o n d en se d  and e f f e c t i v e  s h a p e  as  a 
cam paign  docu m en t ,  t h a n  i t  would h av e  been  bad  i t  b e en  l o n g e r .  
Hurd o f  Ohio f o l l o w e d  me, b u t  made v e ry  few p o i n t s  i n  d i r e c t  
r e p l y  t o  a n y t h i n g  1 s t a t e d .  The two p r i n c i p a l  p o i n t s  which  
he m e n t i o n e d ,  I  r e p l i e d  t o  i n  a f i v e  m in u te  s p e e c h ,  q u o t i n g  
an i m p o r t a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  r e c o r d  o f  th© f i r s t  C on g re ss  on t h e  
s u b j e c t  o f  an  amendment to c u r t a i l  t h e  powers o f  C ongress  
o v e r  t h e  © l e c t i o n  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  Home i n  t h e  e v en in g *
Ur,  Brown came i n  the  e v e n in g  and we s a t  u n t i l  an h o u r  a f t e r  
m i d n i g h t  r e v i s i n g  t h e  n o t e s  o f  my two s p e e c h e s *  R e t i r e d  a t  
one o * c l o c k  e x c e e d i n g l y  w e a r y .
G a r f i e l d  b e g a n  h i s  s p e c i f i c  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  s p e e c h  
a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  weeks b e f o r e  he d e l i v e r e d  i t .  He s t u d i e d  th e  
o p i n i o n s  o f  Ju dges  o f  t h e  Supreme C o u r t  and a l l  r e c e n t  s p e e c h e s  
on  th e  s u b j e c t .
I n  th e  w i n t e r  o f  1876  G a r f i e l d  was i n v i t e d  to  d e l i v e r  an 
a d d r e s s  on ”A n c i e n t  Ephesus  and R e c e n t  D i s c o v e r i e s  • 11 The 
s p e e c h  was d e l i v e r e d  a t  t h e  D i s c i p l e s '  Church and ‘G a r f i e l d  
r e c o r d e d  i n  h i s  J o u r n a l  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  h i s  p r e p a r a t i o n *  The 
e n t r i e s  t h a t  r e l a t e  t h i s  p r o g r e s s  a re  g i v e n  b e lo w .
J a n u a r y  15, 1676 :
Rent t o  t h e  L i b r a r y  and g o t  some books f o r  my l e c t u r e  on 
Ephesus  w h ic h  I  have  been  d rag o o n e d  i n t o  p r o m is in g  t o  make 
i n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  l a d l e s  o f  t h e  D i s c i p l e  C hurch .
J a n u a r y  16,  1 6 7 6 :
iVhen t h e  house  became q u i e t e r  a t  h a l f  p a s t  twn I  worked on 
my l e c t u r e  on Ephesus u n t i l  a f t e r  m i d n i g h t .
January 17 , 1878;
Worked on l e c t u r e  on Ephesus u n t i l  noon .  . . .  In  
t h e  e v e n i n g  w orked  on th e  Ephesus l e c t u r e  end made some 
p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  speak  In.; on t h e  l i f e  and c h a r a c t e r  o f  
S e n a t o r  S o r t  on b u t  f e e l  q u i t e  u n p r e p a r e d  to do t h e  s u b j e c t  
j u s t i c e .  R e t i r e d  a t  m i d n i g h t .
J a n u a r y  2C , 1 8 7 8 :
A t t e n d e d  ch u rc h  c a l l e d  on G e n e r a l  Schenck  on my way home 
and t h e n  s p e n t  t h e  rema I n d e r  o f  th e  day in  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  
tnj l e c t u r e  on E p h e s u s .  I f  I  Vi ad t i n e  to work the  s u b j e c t  
o u t  t o  my l i k i n g ,  1 b e l i e v e  I  c o u ld  make i t  an I n t e r e s t i n g  
o n e ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  s u f f i c i e n t  work I  f e a r  i t  w i l l  be  dry •
J a n u a r y  21 ,  1 8 7 0 :
f o r k e d  u n t i l  noon p r e p a r i n g  f o r  my l e c t u r e  on Hphesus . • • • 
Home e a r l y  and  s p e n t  t h e  e v e n in g  r e a d i n g  on E p h e s u s .
Janus  iy 22,  18 7 8 :
Came hone e a r l y  to work  on  my l e c t u r e  u n t i l  e v e n in g ,  when 
C r e t e ,  ^ a r t h a  and I  a t t e n d e d  t h e  l e c t u r e  o f  h r .  w a d d e l l  
a t  t h e  D i s c i p l e  C hurch .  . . .  Came home and worked u n t i l  1 2 .
J a n u a r y  23 ,  1878:
Worked on l e c t u r e  u n t i l  h a l f  p a s t  two o 1 c l o c k ,  when I  went  t o
the House .  R e tu r n e d  a t  f o u r  and s p e n t  t h e  e v e n in g  in  r e a d i n g
on E p h e s u s .  I  have  a c c u m u la t e d  f i v e  t im e s  as much m a t e r i a l  
as  1 can u s e  a t  t h e  l e c t u r e .
J a n u a r y  2I4., 1 8 7 8 :
f o r k e d  a t  my d e s k  u n t  i l  10 o ’ c lo c k  £ T io 7 . . . • Thence to  t h e  
D e p a r tm en t  and saw G e n e r a l  Sherman.  , • . Th© G e n e r a l  showed 
me h i s  p r i v a t e  j o u r n a l  r e l a t i n g  t o  h i s  j o u r n e y  to  Ephesus *
C o l .  Sherman showed me h i s  m a n u s c r i p t  on t h e  same t r i p .  * • . 
sp e n t  an h o u r  i n  the  L i b r a r y  c o n s u l t i n g  some a u t h o r i t i e s *
Home a t  f i v e  c 1 c l o c k ,  . . . d i c t a t e d  a la rn .e  number o f  l e t t e r s ,  
t h e n  worked on u p h s 3us L e e t u r e .
J a n u a ry  2>, 18781
Worked on Ephesus u n t i l  l a  I f  p a 3t  t e n ,  when 1 went  t o  the
C a p i t o l .  . . .  Lome a t  f i v e ,  and worked on l e c t u r e  t i l l
7 :3 0  p .m .  when I was d r i v e n  to  t h e  D i s c i p l e  ch u rch  on Vt. 
Avenue,  and spoke  an h o u r  and t e n  m in u te s  - -  F a i r  a u d i e n c e  
f o r  a s t o r m y  n i g h t .  . . .  I  s h o u l d  have  m en t io n ed  t h a t  H a r ry  
made me a f i n e  map of  E p h e s u s .
The s p e a k e r * a  r e c o r d  o f  h i s  day t o  d ay  p r e p a r a t i o n  
o f  t h i s  s p e e c h  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  r e s e a r c h  i n  h i s  
method •
G a r f i e l d ' s  J o u r n a l  o f f e r s  t h e  c r i t i c  an e x c e l l e n t  
i n s i g h t  i n t o  h i s  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  the  memoria l  a d d r e s s  o f  
Almeda B o o th .  Below a r e  e x c e r p t s  d e a l  in;; w i t h  the  
a d d r e s s :
5 # 1676:
I o u g h t  t o  p r e p a r e  my a d d r e s s  on th© l i f e  o f  Aim©da b u t  
f e e l  t h e  g r e a t e s t  d i s i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  b e g i n .
May 15, 1676:
Began my p r e p a r a t i o n s  f o r  an a d d r e s s  on th e  l i f e  and 
c h a r a c t e r  o f  Aim©da B o o th .  I  h a r d l y  know how to do i t .
Head. o v e r  t h e  volumes o f  my J o u r n a l  coverinr-: an e a r l y  
p e r i o d  o f  my a c q u a i n t a n c e  w i th  h e r .
- a y  1 7 , 1 3 ? 6 :
Head i n  t h e  e v e n i n g  and exam ined  the  m a t e r i a l s  f o r  th e  l i f e  
o f  h i s s  B o o th .  I t  i s  am azing  how l i t t l e  I  have  b ean  a b l e  
t o  l e a r n  o f  h e r  e a r l y  l i f e  b e f o r e  she came to Hiram*
hay I d ,  1 6 7 6 :
D i c t a t e d  a few p a g es  f o r  th e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s  on 
Mias B o o th .  f o r  some r e a s o n  I  f i n d  i t  e x t r e m e l y  d i f f i c u l t  
zo do t h i s  w ork .  P e rh ap s  t h e  v e ry  s t r e n g t h  o f  my i n t e r e s t  
makes I t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me t o  p u t  h e r  f a r  enough o f f  t o  g e t  
a p r o p e r  p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  h e r  l i f e  and c h a r a c t e r .  I  have 
n e v e r  u n d e r t a k e n  a c o m p o s i t i o n  which a p p e a re d  so d i f f i c u l t .
may 19 , 1676:
hade a l i t t l e  p r o g r e s s  on th e  b o o th  a d d r e s s .  During  bheday 
s p e n t  some t im e  In  th e  L i b r a r y  r e a d i n g  up t h e  l i f e  o f  M a r g a r e t  
F u l l e r  and making n o t e s .
Hay 20 , 1076:
D i c t a t e d  an h o u r  on the  l i f e  o f  bliss B o o th .  . . .  In  t h e  
e v e n i n g  worked  on the  Booth a d d r e s s .  He t i r e d  a I; 11 b u t  c o u ld
91
n o t  s l e e p  and a f t e r  a h a l f  an h o u r ' s  t o s s i n g  w e n t  t o  
my l i b r a r y  and worked  u n t i l  p o ' c l o c k  and  s t i l l  was n o t  
s l e e p y ,
May 22 , 1670:
Worked on Hiram a d d r e s s  u n t i l  11 o ' c l o c k *  . « • R e c e iv e d  
from K l i n e  a p a ck a g e  o f  Miss B o o t h ' s  m a n u s c r i p t s .  Read 
them u n t i l  m id n ig h t*
May 23 ,  1676:
«oi-ke d on t h e  -0 0  th  a d d r e s s  u n t i l  12 o ' c l o c k  / a . ni*7 • • • • 
Worked on t h e  Aim©da a d d r e s s  u n t i l  h a l f  p a s t  11 and am. a t  
l a s t  r e t t i n g  s m a r t e d .  I  have  found  i t  more d i f f i c u l t  t h a n  
a n y t h i n g  I  have  u n d e r t a k e n  f o r  a lo n g  t im e*
May 2I4., 1676 :
Worked on t h e  Booth a d d r e s s  u n t i l  h a l f  p a s t  ^ en • • • . At 
t h r e e  i  came home and worked on t h e  B o o th  a d d r e s s  b u t  w i t h o u t  
much s p i r i t .
May 2 5 , I 0 7 6 :
Worked on t h e  ^ o o t h  a d d r e s s  u n t i l  h a l f  p a s t  t en*
May 26 , 1676:
worked on c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  and  the  B o o th  a d d r e s s  u n t i l  h a l f  
p a s t  s e n .  • • . Worked on t h e  Booth a d d r e s s  i n  th e  e v en ing *
May 27 ,  1376:
Worked on the  Booth  a d d r e s s  u n t i l  n e a r  noon and made good 
p r o g r e s s .  I  have  a t  l a s t  b r o k e n  t h r o u g h  t h e  c r u s t  o f  my 
work £nd moving more e a s i l y  and s t e a d i l y .
M a y  2 6 ,  167 6 2
A t te n d e d  c h u rc h  and in  th e  a f t e r n o o n  ms .ie f u r t h e r  p r o ­
g r e s s  on t h e  Booth a d d r e s s .  B ro u g h t  h e r  h i s t o r y  down to h e r  
g r a d u a t i o n  a t  O b e r l i n  in  1855* * f e a r  I  have  d e s t r o y e d  i t s
p e r s p e c t i v e  a l i t t l e  by making t h a t  p o r t i o n  which r e l a t e s  t o  
h e r  s t u d i e s  too  m in u te  and I  see.'; a l s o ,  to have  r e a c h e d  a 
c l im a x  w i t h  h e r  g r a d u a t i o n .
May 2 y ,  16761
Worked on  t h e  Booth a d d r e s s  u n t i l  11 o ' c l o c k  • • •
Xn t h e  e v e n in g  worked u n t i l  a l a t e  h o u r  on t h e  Booth  a d d r e s s
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May 3 0 , 1876:
I  d i d  n o t  go o u t  o f  th© hou se  u n t i l  e v e n i n g  b u t  s p e n t  
t h e  day  on  t h e  B ooth  a d d r e s s .  Very n e a r l y  c o m p le t e d  th e  
s t o r y  o f  h e r  l i f e .  I  have  c o n c lu d e d  to  l e a v e  to  t h e  l a s t  
a summary o f  h e r  c h a r a c t e r .
May 31, 1876:
Worked on th e  Booth a d d r e s s  a l i t t l e  w h i l e  i n  t h e  m o rn in g .
. . . I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  worked on t h e  Booth  a d d r e s s .
June  1, 1 8 7 6 :
Worked on t h e  Booth  a d d r e s s  u n t i l  h a l f  p a s t  t e n .  . • . On 
t h e  e v e n in g  worked  on t h e  B ooth  a d d r e s s .  * * •
June 2 , 1876:
C o n t in u e d  work on a d d r e s s .  . . i n  the  m o rn in g .  . . .  I  came 
home e a r l y  and w orked  on t h e  B oo th  a d d r e s s .  I t  d r a g s  i t s  
s low  l e n g t h  a lo n g  b u t  i s  n e a r l y  f i n i s h e d .  . . .
June 3 , 1876:
Booth  a d d r e s s  and  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  i n  th e  m o rn in g .
June if., 1876:
I  d i d  n o t  a t t e n d  c h u r c h  b u t  s p e n t  n e a r l y  t h e  whole day i n  
r e v i s i n g  t h e  Booth a d d r e s s  t h r o u g h o u t .  I  have  f i n i s h e d  i t  
a l l  b u t  a b o u t  two p a g e s  o f  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n .  I  am t h o r o u g h l y  
d i s p l e a s e d  w i t h  i t  b u t  presum e i t  i s  b e c a u s e  I  have  worked 
o v e r  i t  s o  l o n g .
June 5# 1876:
Vorked on c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  on t h e  B oo th  a d d r e s s  u n t i l  n e a r  1 2 .  
June  20 ,  1 6 7 6 :
I  h a d  r e v i s e d  f i v e  h o u r s  o f  my a d d r e s s  on Miss Booth  . . . 
we w a i t e d  n i n e  h o u r s  d u r i n g  which  t im e  I  c o m p le t e d  th© r e v i ­
s i o n  o f  t h e  a d d r e s s ,  an d  w r o t e  a p a r t  o f  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n .
Ju ne  21 ,  1 8 7 6 :
S a t  up a t  F a t h e r  H u d o lp h fs u n t i l  a l a t e  h o u r  on th e  B oo th  
a d d r e s s  and f i n i s h e d  i t .  I t  i 3 t o o  l o n g ;  b u t  L c o u ld  n o t  w e l l  
-aake i t  s h o r t e r .
June 2 2, 1 8 7 6 s
A t t e n d e d  Commencement F x e r c i s e s  In f o r e n o o n .  . . and a t  
two commenced r e a d i n g  my a d d r e s s  which  o c c u p i e d  one h o u r  and a 
h a l f .
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h a d  good a t t e n t i o n  and I  t h i n k  t h e  a d d r e s s  was w e l l  r e c e i v e d .  
R e s o l u t i o n  o f  t h a n k s  and to  p r i n t  was a d o p ted*
These  Jo u rn  a 1 a c c o u n t s  r e v e a l  how c a r e  C ul ly  G a r f i e l d  
g a t h e r e d  h i s  m a t e r i a l ,  c o n s u l t i n g  a v a i l a b l e  p r im a r y  s o u r c e s  
such  as  h i s  own d i a r y  and the  b o o th  m a n u s c r i p t s ;  t h e y  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  he gave  d i l i g e n t  t h o u g h t  to  a n a l y s i n g  a i d  
o r g a n i s i n g  h i s  m a t e r i a l ,  and worked w i t h  p e r s i s t e n c e  for* 
weeks •
f o r k i n g  t h e  S p e e c h . F o r  t h e  m a j o r i t y  oC G a r f i e l d fs 
s p e e c h e s  o n ly  an  o u t l i n e  was p r e p a r e O n  o c c a s i o n  he 
p r e p a r e d  m a n u s c r i p t  i n  which  most  o f  the  s p e e c h  was w r i t t e n  
o u t ,  b u t  w i t h  some p a r t s  g i v e n  o n l y  in  o u t l i n e  fo rm .  The 
s p e e c h ,  "Ancient ,  S p h esu s  and d e c e n t  D i s c o v e r i e s , "  a p p e a r s  
i n  t h i s  fo rm ,  b u t  more o f t e n ,  fce o n l y  made a b r i e f  o u t l i n e  
and l e f t  t h e  e x a c t  w o rd in g  o f  t h e  s p e e c h e s  to  the  i n s p i r a t i o n  
o f  t h e  o c c a s i o n *  Dr* A in sw or th  R* S p o f f o r d ,  a c o n te m p o ra ry  
and f e l l o w  member o f  t h e  L i t e r a r y  S o c i e t y  o f  W ash in g to n ,  
c o r r o b o r a t e s  t h i s  s t a t e m e n t .
»«hen he ^ a r f i e l d /  had exam ined  th e  f i e l d  a s  t h o r o u g h l y  
as  he was a b l e ,  he o r g a n i z e d  h i s  s u b j e c t  i n  h i s  own mind, 
a n d ,  i f  che s p e e c h  was to  be i n  C o n g re s s ,  he se ldom w r o te
or  j t h a n  3 few o f  i t s  l e a d i n ' ;  o u t l i n e s ,  l e a v i n g  the  s u b ­
s t a n c e s ,  a s  w e l l  as  t h e  d i c t i o n ,  t o  t h e  o c c a s i o n
G a r f i e l d  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  w r i t i n g  s p e e c h e s  had d e f i n i t e  
v a l u e ,  a s  w i l l  be n o t e d  i n  th e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  h i s  r h e t o r i c a l
•^An e x a m in a t io n  o f  th e  s p e e c h  m a t e r i a l  i n  tho  
G a r f i e l d  f a p e r s  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  th a t  t h i s  was .rue o f  
e a r l i e r  p e r i o d s  o f  h i s  l i f e  as w e l l  as the  one under  con­
s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  s t u d y .
T**i b u t e  o f  R e s p e c t .. pp .  16-17*
9k
p h i l o s o p h y ,  an d  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t h i s  i d e a  he  w r o t e  some o f
h i s  m a jo r  a d d r e s s e s .  H is  o c c a s i o n a l  s p e e c h e s  su c h  a s  t h e
m e m o r ia l  a d d r e s s e s  o f  J o s h u a  R. B i d d i n g s ,  G e n e r a l  George
Thomas, an d  K iss  Almeda Ann Booth  were  w r i t t e n  o u t .  Some
o f  t h e s e  s p e e c h e s  were  d i c t a t e d  i n  p a r t  a t  l e a s t  t o  h i s
s e c r e t a r y ,  and h i s  J o u r n a l  r e v e a l s  t h a t  he s p e n t  a f a i r
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amount  o f  t im e  r e v i s i n g  t h e s e  m a n u s c r i p t s .
He rem a rk ed  i n  l 3 ? o :  " S t a y e d  a t  horn© a l l  day r e v i s i n g
20
and c o m p l e t i n g  t h e  s p e e c h  as f a r  as I  had  :;on@ w i t h  i t .
The work o f  r e v i s i o n  c o n s t i t u t e d  a l a b o r i o u s  t a s k  f o r
a r f i e l d . He w r o t e  h i s  w i f e :
You know how slow and p a i n f u l  a p r o c e s s  my work o f  r e v i s i n g  
a s p e e c h  a lw ay s  i s .  T h is  t im e  i t  has  b e e n  an u n u s u a l l y  s e v e r e  
t u g .  I  s p e n t  p a r t  o f  Sunday,  a l a r g e  s h a r e  o f  y e s t e r d a y  and 
u n t i l  two h o u r s  p a s t  m id n ig h t  i n  v e r i f y i n g  my f a c t s ,  r e v i s i n g  
my n o t e s  and r e a d i n g  t h e  p r o o f s *  * • . For a t im e  I  f e l t  
p l e a s e d  w i t h  my s p e e c h ,  and some o f  i t s  p a s s a g e s  s u r p r i s e d  
me. They seemed n o t  my own b u t  t h e  words o f  some one who 
had  s e e n  my t h o u g h t s  more c l e a r l y  t h a n  I had  m y s e l f .  1
Summary. G a r f i e l d  r e a d  w i s e l y  and s e l e c t i v e l y  and
p o s s e s s e d  a b i l i t y  to  q u i c k l y  g r a s p  t h e  p e r t i n e n t  m a t t e r  o f
a b o o k .  He c o n v e r s e d  o f t e n  w i t h  o u t s t a n d i n g  sen b o t h  i n
p r i v a t e  l i f e  and i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  h i s  p u b l i c  d u t i e s  in
C o n g r e s s ,  These  were f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  a c c u m u l a t i o n  o f  a
g e n e r a l  fund o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  from w hich  G a r f i e l d  drew f r e e l y
l^ S e e  t h e  J o u r n a l  a c c o u n t s  o f  day to  day p r e p a r a t i o n  
p r e s e n t e d  e a r l i e r  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r *
20
J o u m a l  (December 29, 1373)*
21 Theodore  C la rke  S m i th ,  The L i f e  and f e t t e r s  o f  
James Abram G a r f i e l d  (New Haven: Y a le  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,
T 9 ^ , “i r r w :
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i n  h i s  s p e e c h  p r e p a r a t i o n *
I n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  s p e a k i n g  on a g i v e n  s u b j e c t ,  G a r f i e l d  
made i t  a p o l i c y  t o  s e c u r e  a b r o a d  b a s i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h i s  
t o p i c *  The immense amount o f  work don© i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  h i s  
s p e e c h e s  on  f i n a n c e  i s  t h e  o u t s t a n d i n g  example  o f  t h i s  t e c h ­
n iq u e *  I n  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  o f  m a t e r i a l  f o r  a s p e c i f i c  s p e e c h  he 
showed commendable judgem ent  and i n d e f a t i g a b l e  i n d u s t r y *  This  
c h a p t e r  has r e v e a l e d  t h a t  G a r f i e l d  f o l l o w e d  th e  fo l low ing ,  p r o ­
c e d u r e  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  h i s  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  
and cam paign  s p e e c h e s :  ( 1 ) g a t h e r  m a t e r i a l  from a v a i l a b l e
s o u r c e s ;  (2 ) c l a s s i f y  t h e  m a t e r i a l  and f i l e  i t  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  
and m e t h o d i c a l l y  f o r  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  and p o s s i b l e  f u t u r e  use  
in  o r e p a r a t i o n ;  ( 3 ) d i g e s t  t h e  m a t e r i a l  mid o r g a n i z e  i t  i n  
h i s  own mind;  (Ip) o u t l i n e  t h e  s p e e c h  l i s t i n g  a t  l e a s t  t h e  
m a j o r  p o i n t s ;  (5 ) depend on  t h e  i n s p i r a t i o n  o f  t h e  a u d i e n c e  
and o c c a s i o n  f o r  t h e  e x a c t  word ing*
This  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a p t e r  has  a l s o  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  
G a r f i e l d  d i d  p r e p a r e  a c o m p le te  m a n u s c r i p t  f o r  a few o f  h i s  
s p e e c h e s ,  and p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  a d d r e s s e s .  In  s u c h  
c a s e s  the  w r i t t e n  s p e e c h  was som etim es  d i c t a t e d  i n  p a r t  to  
h i s  s e c r e t a r y *  The work o f  r e v i s i o n  p roved  a l a b o r i o u s  t a s k  
f o r  G a r f i e l d ,  and o f t e n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t  o f  h i s  s p e e c h  
o r e p a r a t i o n  c o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  a few m in u te s  b e f o r e  t h e  s p e e c h  
was a c t u a l l y  d e l i v e r e d *
RHETORICAL PHILOSOPHY
James A. G a r f i e l d ,  l i k e  Woodrow W ilson  a n d  John Quincy
Adams,  made a s e r i o u s  s t u d y  o f  r h e t o r i c  and knew s o m e th i n g
o f  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  p u b l i c  a d d r e s s .  I t  i s  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c h a p t e r  t o  e x p l o r e  G a r f i e l d ’ s i d e a s  on t h e
s u b j e c t ,  g i v i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  b i s  v iew s  on p r e p a r a t i o n ,
a u d i e n c e  a d a p t a t i o n ,  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  s t y l e ,  and d e l i v e r y *
G a r f i e l d ,  as  was p o i n t e d  o u t  i n  c h a p t e r  I ,  p r o b a b l y
s t u d i e d  Whafcely 's e l e m e n t s  o f  L og ic  and J a m ie s o n ’ s
R h e t o r i c a l  Grammar. a t  t h e  W este rn  R e se rv e  B c l e c t l c
I n s t i t u t e .  A t  W i l l i a m s  C o l l e g e ,  b a r f i e Id s t u d i e d  r h e t o r i c
22u n d e r  John  Bascom. I t  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e  to  say  how much 
Bascom I n f l u e n c e d  t h e  young s t u d e n t  from t h e  'Western 
R e s e r v e ,  b u t  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  r h e t o r i c  i n  G a r f i e l d ’ s 
l e c t u r e s  and s p e e c h e s  s u g g e s t  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  Bascom1s
^ S e e  C a t a l o g u e  o f  t h e  O f f i c e r s  and S t u d e n t s  i n  
A i l i i a m s  C o l l e g e  l 8 5 k “5 3  (Hew lro r k :  B a k e r ,  Godwin & C o . ,  
1 5 5 k ) .  The f o l l o w i n g  i s  a b r i e f  b i o g r a p h i c  s k e t c h  o f  
John  Bascom.
" J o h n  Bascom was b o rn  a t  Genoa,  New Y ork ,  t h e  son  and 
g ra n d s o n  o f  c l e r g y m e n .  . . .  He g r a d u a t e d  i n  l8 k 9  from h i s  
f a t h e r ’ s c o l l e g e  — W i l l i a m s .  The f o l l o w i n g  s i x  y e a r s  were 
g i v e n  t o  complet in<:  h i s  e d u c a t i o n :  he t a u g h t ,  s t u d i e d  law 
f o r  a y e a r ,  a t t e n d e d  Auburn T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m in a ry ,  was t u t o r  
a t  W i l l i a m s ,  and w en t  to  Andover  T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m in a ry ,  
where  he  g r a d u a t e d  In  1853* He t h e n  came b a c k  to W i l l i a m s  
C o l l e g e  a s  F r o f e s s o r  o f  r h e t o r i c  and E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e  and 
h e l d  t h a t  p o s i t i o n  f o r  n i n e t e e n  y e a r s .  From 187k  t o  I 867  
he  was p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  W is c o n s in .  . . . D r .  
Bascom was t h e  a u t h o r  o r  t w e n ty  b o o k s ,  I s s u e d  b e tw ee n  1839 
and 1901* T h i r t e e n  o f  t h e s e  were  to s u b j e c t s  from f i e l d s  
I n  which  he t a u g h t - -  econom ics  and s o c i o l o r y ,  l i t e r a t u r e ,  
and p h i l o s o p h y .  The r e m a i n i n g  s e v e n  d e a l  w i t h  r e l i g i o n  o r  
w i t h  s u b j e c t s  from th e  f i e l d  t h a t  c o n n e c t s  p h i l o s o p h y  and 
t h e o l o g y . "  This  q u o t a t i o n  i s  t a k e n  from t h e  b o o k l e t :  
Memoria l  S e r v i c e  I n  h o n o r  o f  John  Bascom a t  the  U n i v e r s i  t y  
o f  A ig c o n s in  (Wednesday a f t e r n o o n  December the  t h i r t e e n t h  
N i n e t e e n  Hundred and B leven  - -  Music H a l l )  This  b o o k l e t  
may be found i n  t h e  L i b r a r y  o f  C o n g r e s s ,  No p r i n t e r  o r  
p u b l i s h e r  i s  g i v e n .  The c a l l  number i s :  LD6119 B3A$.
23v iew s  as  g i v e n  i n  h i a  b o o k ,  The P h i l o s o p h y  o f  R h e t o r i c .
Bascom, f o l l o w i n g  t h e  f a c u l t y  p s y c h o lo g y  o f  h i s  day ,
c o n s i d e r e d  th e  m ind  i n  t h e  t e rm s  o f  uhe i n t e l l e c t ,  t h e
2 k
w i l l ,  and t h e  e m o t i o n s ,  B a r f i e l d  l i k e w i s e  f o l l o w e d  t h i s
same d e p a r t m e n t a l i z i n g  o f  t h e  mind a s  i s  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e d
i n  s e v e r a l  o f  h i s  o u t l i n e s  p r e s e r v e d  i n  t h e  B a r f i e l d  P a p e r s .
At W i l l i a m s  C o l l e g e ,  G a r f i e l d  had r e a d  s e v e r a l  w r i t e r s
who a re  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  t h e  f i e l d  o f  p u b l i c  a d d r e s s ;  nam ely ,
D e m os th en es ,  Q u i n t i l i a n ,  O h a t e l y ,  and Campbell* W h a te ly
and Q u i n t i l i a n  a r e  l a t e r  m en t io n ed  by name i n  some o f
B a r f i e l d * s  l e c t u r e s ;  h ow ever ,  i t  i s  h i g h l y  p r o b a b l e  t h a t
t h e  o t h e r  w r i t e r s  a l s o  i n f l u e n c e d  th© r h e t o r i c a l  v iews o f
James A* B a r f i e l d .
G a r f i e l d  gave  s u f f i c i e n t  t h o u g h t  t o  s p e e c h  making to
o r g a n i s e  h i a  i d e a s  on r h e t o r i c a l  t h e o r y .  He r e f e r r e d  t o
t h e  f i e l d  o f  s p e e c h  as ' ' r h e t o r i c , ” and u s e d  t h e  te rm  i n
i z s  c l a s s i c a l  s e n s e ;  h e  d e c l a r e d  t h a t  r h e t o r i c  c o n c e rn e d
Hp ro v in ~  t o  a n o t h e r , ” and had to  do w i t h  m a r s h a l l i n g  
26a r g u m e n t s .  A f t e r  h i s  g r a d u a t i o n  from. W il l iam s  C o l l e g e
23 Jo hn  Bascom, The P h i l o s o p h y  o f  R h e t o r i c  (B o s to n ;  
P o t t e r  ?>:. A in s w o r th ,  18655"* T h is  b o o k  was p u b l i s h e d  a few 
y e a r s  a f t e r  B a r f i e l d  s t u d i e d  u n d e r  Bascom. However i t  is. 
r e a s o n a b l e  t o  assume t h a t  Bascom*a i d e a s  on r h e t o r i c  were 
c r y s t a l i z e d  i n  th e  b o o k .
2 k ■See John  Bascom, The P r i n c i p l e s  of  Psych o lo gy  
(Hew Y ork :  G. P.  Putman and Sons'1, 1872) *
^ S e e  o u t l i n e s  i n  P u b l i c  U t t e r a n c e s  o f  1856-60 •
2^See r e p r o d u c t i o n s  o f  o u t l i n e s  o f  r h e t o r i c a l  
l e c t u r e s  i n  t h i s  c h a p t e r .
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C o l l e g e  and h i s  s e l e c t i o n  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  W este rn  
R e s e rv e  E c l e c t i c  I n s t i t u t e ,  he c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  
s u f f i c i e n t  I m p o r ta n c e  to  t a k e  t h e  t ime to  p r e p a r e  and 
d e l i v e r  f o u r  l e c t u r e s  on r h e t o r i c  to  t h e  e n t i r e  s t u d e n t  
body* A l th o u g h  t h e  o u t l i n e s  o f  t h e s e  l e c t u r e s ,  p r e s e r v e d  
among t h e  G a r f i e l d  P a p e r s ,  a re  b r i e f  and somewhat  incom­
p l e t e ,  t h e y  g i v e  some i n s i g h t  I n t o  h i s  v iew s  on s p e e c h  
m ak in g .  I t  c an  be o b s e r v e d  f rom t h e s e  o u t l i n e s  t h a t  i n  
t h e  f i r s t  one  G a r f i e l d  I n t r o d u c e d  t h e  s t u d e n t  t o  t h e  
f i e l d  and c av e  a h i s t o r y  o f  i t ;  t h e  s e c o n d  l e c t u r e  d i s c u s s e d  
t h e  t y p e s  o f  o r  a t  o r y ; and t h e  t h i r d  and f o u r t h  d e a l t  p r i n c i ­
p a l l y  w i t h  s t y l e *  He a p p a r e n t l y  n e g l e c t e d  th e  can o n s  o f  
d i s p o s i t i o n  and d e l i v e r y  i n  t h e s e  l e c t u r e s *  R e p r o d u c t io n s  
o f  t h e s e  o u t l i n e s  f o l l o w :
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Yiewa on T r a in in g  th e  Speaker * What w ere G a r fie ld *  a
v ie w s  on th e  g e n e r a l p r e p a r a tio n  o f  an o r a to r ?  And what
w ere some o f  h i s  v iew s on s p e c i f i c  p r e p a r a tio n  fo r  sp ea k in g ?
I t  i s  th e  p u rp o se  © f t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  th e  c h a p te r  to  answ er
th e s e  q u e s t io n s *
E a r ly  T ra in in g *  L ike Q u in t ilX ia n  G a r f ie ld  b e l ie v e d  th a t
th e  sp e e c h  t r a in in g  sh o u ld  b e g in  e a r ly  in  l i f e *  H© h e ld  h ig h
I
reg a rd  f o r  h i s  own e a r ly  t r a in in g  and was a n x io u s th a t  h i s
so n s  have th e  same ty p e  o f  ed u ca tio n *  In  h is  Jou rnal he
r e c o r d e d : "In th e  e v e n in g  h e lp e d  th e  b oys on t h e ir  le s s o n s
and d e c la m a t io n s * " ^  Two y e a r s  l a t e r  w ith  h i s  encouragem ent
G a r f ie ld * s  so n s  o r g a n iz e d  a d e b a tin g  c lu b  in  t h e i r  home c a l l e d
„28The U n ite d  S t a t e s  D eb a tin g  Club* In an o u t l in e  o f  a l e c ­
tu r e  d e l iv e r e d  to  d i s t r i c t  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s ,  G a r f ie ld  made
t h i s  s ta te m e n t , "I* R h e to r ic a l  E x e r c is e s *  Have them by a l l
*»29means* Make them e a r ly  f o r  some by l e t t i n g  them read* The 
r e l a t i v e l y  b r i e f  o u t l i n e  fu r th e r  in d ic a t e s  G a r fie ld * a  b e l i e f  
th a t  sp ee ch  t r a in in g  sh o u ld  b e g in  e a r ly *
G a r f ie ld  a l s o  s t r e s s e d  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  sp eak er  p o s ­
s e s s in g  a b road  e d u c a tio n *  He w ro te  H in sd a le :  "The w orld
t a lk s  about se lf -m a d e  men* Every man th a t  i s  made
27
Jou rn al (O ctob er  1 7 , 1 8 7 6 ) .
2 % heodore C larke S m ith , The L ife  and L e t te r s  o f  
James Abram G a r f ie ld  (Hew Haven: Y ale  U n lv e r s ltv  P ress*
7 7 ^ 92577“* * , n i n
^ G a r f ie ld  P apers (S p eech  d e l iv e r e d  O ctober 7* X8$8 
a t  Hiram, th e  o u t l in e  found among h is  P u b lic  U tte r a n c e s  o f  
t h i s  p e r io d *
ic4
i s  self«*aiad©* Some men can do i t  w ith o u t th© a id  o f  a 
C o lle g e  end some c a n 11 w ith  i t .  However, m ost a l l  o f  us 
n eed  what h e lp  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  le a r n in g  can a f f o r d * * ^
G a r f ie ld  f u l l y  a p p r e c ia te d  th e  v a lu e  o f  L a tin  and 
G reek in  a l i b e r a l  a r t s  e d u c a t io n , ttB© who w ould stu d y  
our own la n g u a g e  p ro fo u n d ly ,* 1 he p o in te d  o u t ,  'W a t  n o t  
f o r g e t  t h a t  n e a r ly  t h i r t y  p e r c e n t  o f  i t s  words are  o f  L a tin  
o r ig in  —  th a t  th e  stu d y  o f  L a tin  i s  th e  stu d y  o f  U n iv e r sa l  
Grammar, and r e n d e r s  th e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  any modern langu age  
an e a s y  t a s k ,  and i s  in d is p e n s a b le  to  th e  te a c h e r  o f  
Language and L i t e r a t u r e ,  and to  o th er  p r o f e s s io n a l  m en ,8*
He c o n s id e r e d  Greek th e  "most p e r f e c t  in stru m en t o f  th ou gh t  
e v e r  in v e n te d  by man" and i t s  l i t e r a t u r e  as u n e q u a lle d  " in  
p u r it y  o f  s t y l e  and b o ld n e ss  o f  e x p r e s s io n * *  The v a lu e  
o f  G reek as a means o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d i s c i p l i n e ,  G a r f ie ld  
c o n s id e r e d  im portant*  "Tb ta k e ,"  he s t a t e d ,  u© lo n g  and 
c o m p lic a te d  s e n te n c e  in  G reek— to  s tu d y  each  word In i t s  
m ean in gs, i n f l e c t i o n s  and r e l a t i o n s ,  and to  b u ild  up in  
th e  mind o u t o f  th e s e  p o l is h e d  m a te r ia ls ,  a s e n te n c e ,  
p e r f e c t  a s a te m p le , and f i l l e d  w ith  Greek th ou gh t w hich  
has d w e lt  th e r e  two thou san d  y e a r s ,  i s  a lm ost an a c t  o f  
c r e a t io n ;  i t  c a l l s  in to  a c t i v i t y  a l l  th© f a c u l t i e s  o f  m ind*"3i
3GL*t t e r  to  Burke A. H in sd a le , d a ted  August 7# 1657*
G a rfi e ld -H jn s d a le  P a p e rs . (T hese Papers are p r eserv ed  in  th® 
M anuscript D iv is io n  o f  th© L ibrary o f  C on gress# )
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G a r f ie ld  Papers ( t h e s e  q u o ta t io n s  r eg a r d in g  G a r f ie ld 1® 
v iew s on a l i b e r a l  e d u c a tio n  are ta k en  from h i s  sp e e c h ,
* C o lle g e  Education,** d e l iv e r e d  at Hiram, Ohio, June llj., 1867 ,
and are  found among h i s  P u b lic  U tte r a n c e s  o f  186 7 *)
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A lthough G a r f i e ld  b e l ie v e d  th a t  a l i b e r a l  a r t s  
e d u c a t io n  should  in c lu d e  a thorough  knowledge o f  th e  
c l a s s i c s ,  he o b je c te d  to  th e  c l a s s i c a l  c u rr icu lu m  o f  h is  
day , because  in  h i s  Judgement i t  was to o  narrow* He 
o b je c te d  to  th e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  time g iven  to  L a t in  and 
Greek in  th e  c o l le g e s*  He s a id :
I  h a s te n  to  say th a t  X make no a t t a c k  upon th e  s tudy  
o f  th e s e  nob le  languages as an im portan t and necessa ry  
p a r t  o f  a l i b e r a l  educa tion*  X have no sympathy w ith  
t h a t  s e n tim e n t which would d r iv e  them from Academy and 
C o llege  as a p a r t  o f  th e  dead p a s t  t h a t  should  bury i t s  
dead* I t  i s  th e  p r o p o r t io n  of work g iven  to them of which 
I  complain*
He contended  t h a t  i t  was im p e ra tiv e  th a t  the c o l le g e s  
sh o u ld  b eg in  “ to  te a c h  our young men and women the  h i s t o r y  
and s p i r i t  o f  ou r  government, and t h e i r  r igh t®  and d u t ie s  
as  c i t i z e n s . ” He d ep lo re d  the  f a c t  th a t  a t  Harvard th e  
s tu d e n t  must app ly  “y e a rs  b f  arduous la b o r  to  th e  h i s t o r y ,  
o r a to r y  and p o e t ry  o f  Greece and 80®©,“ bu t was “not 
r e q u i r e d  to  c u l l  a s in g le  f low er from th e  r i c h  f i e l d s  
o f  our own L i t e r a t u r e •*
G a r f i e ld  summer!zed h i s  concep tion  o f  a l i b e r a l  a r t s  
e d u c a t io n  in  th© fo llo w in g  words:
In  b r i e f ,  th e  s tu d e n t  should s tudy  h im s e lf ,  h i s  r e l a ­
t i o n s  to  s o c i e t y , to  n a t u r e , and to  a r t  — and above a i l , 
in  a l l  and th ro u g h  a l l  t h e s e , he should  s tudy  th e  r e l a t i o n s  
o f  h im s e l f * so c ie ty *  n a tu re  and a r t ,  to God, th e  Author
o f  them a l l *52
A s tudy  o f  G a r f ie ld * s  own l i f e  in d ic a t e s  t h a t  he
I b id
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b e l ie v e d  t h a t  th® orator* should  read  w idely  and co n t in u e
to  do so a f t e r  h i s  fo rm al educa tion#  His emphasis on wide
re a d in g  may be seen  in  hi& o u t l i n e d  l e c t u r e s  on “Reading"
to  th e  s tu d e n ts  a t  th® Western Reserve E c le c t i c  I n s t i t u t e
a t  Hiram, Ohio*
The in t r o d u c t io n  to one o f  th e s e  l e c t u r e s  c o n ta in e d
the fo l lo w in g  fo u r  l i n e s :
Books a re  f r i e n d s  t h a t  nev e r  g o s s ip .
Books a re  o u r  m easuring  p o s ts#
Books keep us from being  proud of our own age.
We shou ld  g e t  some knowledge o f  th e  au thor*
He a d v ise d  th e  s tu d e n ts  to  "u n d e rs tan d  w ords ,"  " n o t ic e  
f i g u r e s , "  and "memorise what you l i k e  very  much#" In  th ese  
l e c t u r e s  he recommended the re a d in g  o f  h i s t o r y ,  b iog raphy , 
f i c t i o n ,  and p o e t ry ,  p o in t in g  out th a t  such re a d in g  p ro ­
v id e s  a " s to re h o u se  o f  I l l u s t r a t i o n s "  and c u l t i v a t e s  the  
h a b i t  o f  o b s e r v a t io n #33
G a r f i e ld  read  w ide ly  h im se lf*  " I  knew G a r f ie ld  very  
i n t i m a t e ly , "  s t a t e d  S enato r  George F, Hoar, and he "was a 
man of in d e f a t ig a b l e  in d u s t ry  and v a s t  in fo rm ation*  He 
seemed c o n s ta n t ly  p o ssessed  by a i n t e l l i g e n t  c u r io s i t y  in  
re g a rd s  to  a l l  s u b je c t s  #"314- When G a r f ie ld  was a sophomore 
In  c o l l e g e ,  he had th o ro u g h ly  read  the  P a s to r a l s  of V i r g i l ,  
the  Germania and A g ric o la  o f  T a c i tu s ,  Demosthenes* On the  
Crown, s i x  books o f  Homer*a I l i a d , Livy, H erodotus, and a
33 G a r f ie ld  Papers {For th e  o u t l i n e  o f  th e  l e c tu r e s  
r e f e r r e d  to  see  P u b lic  U tte ra n c e s  o f  1856-60.)
3 k George F* Hoar, Autobiography o f  Seventy Years 
(New York: C harles  S c r ib n e r '•s Sons, 1930) '9 I,” '5.03.
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p a r t  o f  H e s io d * ^
Along w ith  e a r l y  sp eech  t r a i n i n g ,  a l i b e r a l  a r t s
e d u c a t io n ,  and wide re a d in g ,  G a r f ie ld  advocated  t h a t  th e
sp e ak e r  shou ld  s e r i o u s l y  s tu d y  the  s u c c e s s fu l  o ra to r s *
In  h i s  l e c t u r e s  on r h e t o r i c ,  G a r f ie ld  s t r e s s e d  th© v a lu e
o f  a n a ly z in g  th e  good speaker  and s t r i v i n g  t o  de term ine
o b j e c t i v e l y  th e  causes  o f  h i s  success*  This same ph ilosophy
Is  a g a in  c l e a r l y  s t a t e d  in  a speech  d e l iv e r e d  b e fo re  the
H esperian  S o c ie ty  on Dai i e l  t i fe b s te r* ^
G a r f i e ld  h im s e lf  s tu d ie d  th e  o r a t o r s  o f  the p a s t ,
and on one o ccas io n  he w rote  h in s d a le :
I  have l a t e l y  re a d  W ebste r 's  r e p ly  to Calhoun1® speech 
which we re a d  to g e th e r*  As a l o g i c a l  & e x h a u s t iv e  argum entive 
e f f o r t  i t  s u rp a s s e s  an y th ing  I  have ev e r  read* I t  i s  f a r  
beyond h i s  r e p ly  to  Hayne. I  th in k  he com ple te ly  a n n ih i l a t e s  
C a lhoun 's  C a ro l in a  d o c t r i n e .  In  th e  Hayne d eb a te ,  you remem­
b e r  he does b u t  l i t t l e  more than to answer B ayne 's  c i t a t i o n  
o f  th e  V. Sc K j • R e so lu t io n s  and M adison 's  R eport . Here he 
goes in to  th e  whole th in ;*  You must g e t  i t  and r e a d  i t  
twice*37
And G a r f ie ld  s tu d ie d  contemporary o r a to r s  such  as* E v a r ts ,
B eecher, I n g e r s o l l ,  B la in e ,  D i s r a e l i ,  G lads tone , and B r ig h t .
For example, in  a l e t t e r  to  h is  w ife  in  1876 b® w ro te :
I n g e r s o l l  has a w onderfu l power o f  c r e a t in g  en thusiasm  
in  h i s  a u d ie n c e .  I  l i s t e n e d  to  h i s  speech  w ith  g re a t  i n t e r e s t
^ This In fo rm atio n  i s  le a rn e d  from h i s  add ress  in  
memory o f  Almeda A. Booth. Burke A. H in sd a le ,  ©d*, The 
Works o f  Jsmea Abram G a r f ie ld  (Boston: James R. Osgood'and 
Company, 1882) ,  I I ,  2^6-319*
^^ G a r fie ld  Papers (M anuscript o u t l in e  o f  a speech 
d e l iv e r e d  l)ec exab©r  2o, 1859 b e fo r e  th© H esperian  S o c ie ty  
o f  H iram )•
37Let  t e r  to  Burke A. H in sd a le , d a ted  January 15 , 1861*
G a r  f ie Id -H in s d a  le  Papers .
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and d e l ig h t*  In  many r e s p e c t s  he la c k s  calmness and 
d ig n i ty *  F re q u e n tly  he la  lacking; in  f a i r n e s s ,  b u t  he 
p o s se s se s  th a t  in d e f in a b le  q u a l i t y  which i s  the so u l  o f  
o r a to r y  and which c a r r i e s  a l i s t e n e r  c a p t iv e  in  spit© 
o f  h im se lf*  I  have sometimes caught th© same s p i r i t ,  b u t  
he l i v e s  in  i t .  I t  b r e a th e s  through h i s  comraonplac© 
th o u g h ts  and f in d s  i t s  way to  h i s  h e a re r s  by i t s  own 
m y s te r io u s  f o r c e .  I  imagine th a t  much o f  h is  power i s  
p r e s e n t  In  speech  which i s  l o s t  by p r i n t .  I so much want ^  
you to  h e a r  him and h e lp  me so lv e  th e  m ystery o f  h i s  power.v
He c a r e f u l l y  observed  th e  speak ing  o f  D i s r a e l i ,  
G lad s to n e , and B r ig h t  when he v i s i t e d  th e  House o f  Commons 
in  1867, and w ro te :
D i s r a e l i  i n  a very calm, sane what h a l t i n g  way goes 
over  th e  c h i e f  p o in t s  o f  th e  L ords1 amendments* Puts them 
very  a d r o i t l y  and In a very c o n c i l i a to r y  tone speaks about 
20 m in u te s .  Meanwhile B r ig h t  has been s i t t i n g  on the  second 
row and n e x t  to  th e  gangway, ta k in g  a n o te  now and th e n ,  
m a n ife s t in g  a l i t t l e  nervousness  in  the  hands and f in g e r s ,  
and o c c a s io n a l ly  p a s s in g  h i s  hand ov er  h i s  ample fo rehead .
* . .  G lads tone  r i s e s  and opens th e  deba te  on th e  o p p o s i t io n  
s id e  In  an a d r o i t  speech o f  e i g h t  m inu tes , e v id e n t ly  
r e s e r v in g  h im s e l f  fo r  a f u l l e r  a s s a u l t  l a t e r  in  the  
ev e n in g .  G lads tone  i s  th e  most u n -E n g lish  sp eak er  I 
have y e t  h e a rd  and th e  b es t*
Of John B r ig h t  he s a id :
With a form l i k e  S en a to r  W ilson of M assach u se tts ,  he 
has a l a rg e  round f a c e ,  f in e  m assive head, and s t r a i g h t ,  
alm ost d e l i c a t e  n o se .  He has a f u l l  round v o ic e ,  l i k e  
G ladstone  i s  q u i t e  u n -E n g l ish  in  h i s  s t y l e ;  th a t  i s ,  he 
speaks r i g h t  on w ith  b u t  l i t t l e  o f  th a t  d i s t r e s s f u l  hobb ling  
which marks the  mass o f  p a r l ia m e n ta ry  s p e a k e r s .  I  am 
In c l in e d  to th in k  i t  a p ie c e  o f  snobbery , which they  th in k  
g r a c e fu l  and d e l i c a t e .  I t  p u ts  me in  m isery  and alraost 
r u i n s  a good th o u g h t .
He commented f h r t h e r  on G lad s to n e : "He spoke n e a r ly  an
h o u r ,  going in to  th e  whole q u e s t io n  w ith  g re a t  c le a rn e s s  




any o th e r  e x c e p t B r ig h t  end a s  much as he*
Thus from  G a r f i e l d ^  speeches and h is  l e t t e r s  i t  i s  
e v id e n t  t h a t  he b e l ie v e d  in  th e  v a lu e  o f  s tu d y in g  su c c e ss ­
f u l  o r a to r s  o f  th e  p a s t  and p re se n t*
S p e c i f ic  P re p a ra t io n .  G a r f ie ld 1® views on s p e c i f ic  
p r e p a r a t io n  f o r  a g iv e n  speech  are  now to  be considered*
G a r f ie ld  th o u g h t th a t  c a re  sh o u ld  be e x e rc is e d  in  th e  
c h o ice  o f  a sp eech  s u b je c t*  In  th e  th i r d  le c tu r e  o f  h i s  
s e r i e s  on r h e to r i c  he w arned the  s tu d e n ts  a g a in s t  th e  danger 
o f  s e l e c t in g  to p ic s  th a t  were " to o  g e n e r a l ,” and he gave th e  
t i t l e  "S d u ea tio n "  f o r  an example* S u b je c ts  he m a in ta in ed  
she?*!* n t  be  to o  a b s t r a c t  and in ta n g ib le ,  and th© r h e to r i c a l  
s tu d e n t  sh o u ld  s e l e c t  them  from th e  fo llo w in g  so u rces  s 
"Drawn from  own re a d in g ,*1 " C o n v e rs a tio n s ," and "Amusements -  
custom s -  o b je c ts * R
I t  was n e c e s s a ry , a c co rd in g  to  G a r f ie ld ,  f o r  th e  sp eak er 
to  have h is  speech  purpose w e ll in  mind* In  o th e r  w ords, 
th e  sp e ak e r  was to  make su re  th a t  he c l e a r ly  u n d ers to o d  
th e  p o in t  he was t r y in g  to  g e t  a c ro s s  to  h is  a u d ie n c e * ^  
A lthough t h i s  seems alm ost to o  obvious to  be  m entioned in  a 
le c tu r e  on r h e t o r i c ,  m ost speech  te a c h e rs  would p robab ly  
t e s t i f y  to  the  n e c e s s i ty  o f rem ind ing  s tu d e n ts  o f i t s  im port­
an c e . G a r f ie ld  knew t h a t  the  sp eak er cou ld  no t succeed  in
39S m ith , I I ,  756-757*
^S e©  th e  l e c tu r e  Mo* 2 in  th e  s e r ie s  a t  th e  b e g in ­
n in g  o f  th e  s e c tio n *
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g e t t in g  h is  aud ience  to  see  h is  p o in t o f  view u n le s s  i t  
was f i r s t  c l e a r  to  th© o r a to r  h im se lf*
G a rf ie ld  s t r e s s e d  th a t  ca re  should  be ta k en  in  th e  
s e l e c t io n  o f  a speech  s u b je c t ,  th e  p o in t o f  view c l e a r ly  
e s ta b l i s h e d  in  th e  s p e a k e r f s mind, and th en  th e  s u b je c t  
m a tte r  o f  speech  th o ro u g h ly  m a s te re d , A m an u scrip t o u t­
l in e  o f  a speech  d e l iv e re d  January  3 , IS78, shows th a t  
G a r f ie ld  s t r e s s e d  th e  im portance o f  "m astery  o f s u b j e c t . * ^  
In  h i s  Jo u rn a l th e re  i s  a ls o  in d ic a t io n  o f  h is  view s on th e  
im portance o f  be ing  th o ro u g h ly  ac q u a in te d  w ith  th e  to p ic  
to  be d isc u sse d *  For exam ple, he reco rd ed  in  h is  Jo u rn a l 
a f t e r  a m eeting o f  the  is le c to ra l  Commission th a t  the  
members o f  Congress spoke more e f f e c t iv e ly  th a n  the  
" law yers in  g e n e ra l  p r a c t i c e ,*1 He a t t r i b u t e d  th i s  e f f e c ­
t iv e n e s s  to  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  members o f Congress were more 
f a m i l ia r  w ith  th e  q u e s tio n s  in v o lv e d , and had  m astered  th© 
s u b je c t  a t  hand to  a g r e a te r  d e g r e e ,^
G a r f ie ld  b e l ie v e d  th a t  th e  o r a to r ,  t e a c h e r ,  lawyer, o r  
s ta tesm an  would f in d  no s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  d i l ig e n c e *  "Work, 
w ork ,"  i s  th e  c lo s in g  adm onition o f  h i s  speech on Daniel 
W e b s t e r ,^  "Give c ru tc h e s  to c r i p p l e s - - , "  he s a id  to  a 
group o f  c o l le g e  s tu d e n t s ,  "bu t go you f o r t h  with b rav e ,
^ • G a r f ie ld  P apers (found in  th© P u b lic  U tte ra n ces  
o f  1878 — speech  d e l iv e re d  January 3# 1878 ko s tu d e n ts  
a t  H iram ).
^ Jo u rn a l (February  8 , 1877)»
^ G a rf ie ld  Papera (See m an u scrip t o u t l in e  o f  speech 
d e l iv e re d  D ecem ber28, 18^9 b e fo re  th e  H esperian  S o c ie ty  
a t  Hiram* Found among P u b lic  U tte ran ces  o f  1859*)
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t r u e  h e a r t s ,  knowing t h a t  fo r tu n e  dw ells  in  your b r a in  and 
muscle — and t h a t  l a b o r  i s  the  on ly  human symbol o f  
O m nipotence ."^*  At an o th e r  time he s a i d ,  "Young man, 
t a l k  of t r u s t i n g  to th e  s p u r  o f  th e  o c c a s io n .  That t r u s t  
i s  v a i n .  Occasions cannot make s p u r s ,  young gentlem en.
I f  you e x p e c t  to wear sp u rs ,  you must win them. "^-5 He 
added: "P o e ts  may be b o m , b u t  success  i s  made."M>
G a r f ie ld  had no p a t ie n c e  w ith  th e  id e as  th a t  " luck"  was 
r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  fame o r  f o r t u n e .  He contended t h a t  
" th in g s  don’ t  tu r n  up In t h i s  world u n le s s  somebody tu rn s  
them u p ,"  and f u r t h e r  d e c la r e d :
I n e r t i a  i s  one o f  th e  in d isp en sa b le  laws of m a tte r ,  
and th in g s  l i e  f l a t  where they  a re  u n t i l  by some I n t e l l i g e n t  
s p i r i t  ( f o r  n o th in g  b u t  s p i r i t  makes motion in  t h i s  w orld) 
th e y  are  endowed w idi a c t i v i t y  and l i f e .  Do not dream 
t h a t  some good luck  i s  going t o  happen to you and g iv e  you 
f o r t u n e .  Luck i s  an ijg i is  f a t u u a . You may fo llow  I t  to 
r u i n ,  b u t  not to s u c c e s s .  . . .  A pound o f  p lu ck  is  worth 
a to n  o f  l u c k .4-7
These adm onitions to  young men were n o t i d l e  t a l k  on th e  
p a r t  o f  G a r f i e ld ;  th e y  came from h i s  h e a r t .  They were a
G a r f ie ld  P apers ( G a r f i e ld ’ s ad d ress  on "G ollege 
S d u c a t io n , "  p re v io u s ly  r e f e r r e d  to  In  t h i s  c h a p te r ) .
^ G a r f i e l d  Papers ("E lem ents o f  S u cce ss ,"  an address  
d e l iv e r e d  b e fo re  th e  C o n so lid a ted  Business C o lleg e , Washing­
to n ,  D.
^ Ib id .
^ 7 i b i d
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p a r t  o r  h i s  b a s ic  p h ilo s o p h y * ^
In  summary G a r f i e ld  b e l ie v e d  th© o r a to r  should begin  
sp eech  t r a i n i n g  e a r l y ,  and he recommended to th e  d i s t r i c t  
sch o o l te a c h e r s  o f  th e  Western Reserve to  have by a l l  means 
" R h e to r ic a l  E x e rc is e s . 11 He f u r t h e r  th o u g h t th e  sp eak er  needed 
a good l i b e r a l  a r t s  e d u c a tio n  in c lu d in g  a s u f f i c i e n t  know­
ledge o f  L a t in  and Greek to  read  the c l a s s i c s  in  th e  o r i g i n a l .  
Th© d i l i g e n t  s tu d y  o f  the  s u c c e s s fu l  o r a to r s  in  the p a s t  and 
p r e s e n t  and th e  f a c u l t y  of b e in g  w e l l  read  were a lso  co n s id ered  
im p o r ta n t in  th e  g e n e ra l  p r e p a ra t io n  of a s p e a k e r .
Regarding more s p e c i f i c  p r e p a r a t io n  G a r f i e ld  ex p ressed  
th e se  v iew s: (1) The s u b je c t  shou ld  be chosen w ith  g r e a t
car©; (2) The p o in t  o f  view the sp eak er  w ishes to  g e t  ac ross  
to  h i s  aud ience  must be p e r f e c t l y  c l e a r  in  h is  own mind; (3 )
The s u b je c t  m a t te r  w ith  which th e  speech d ea ls  should  be tho ­
rough ly  m astered  by th e  o r a t o r ;  and (I}.) Occasion, lu c k ,  and 
o th e r  such f a c t o r s  must n o t  be depended on to  take  the  p la c e  
o f  r e a l  in d u s t r io u s  work in  p r e p a r a t io n .
Views on A d a p ta t io n . The problem o f  ad a p tin g  a speech  
to  a p a r t i c u l a r  aud ience  i s  n o t  d is c u s s e d  in  G a r f i e l d 1® 
s e r i e s  o f  l e c tu r e s  on r h e t o r i c .  However, in  h i s  Jo u rn a l 
he im p lie s  in  many p la c e s  th e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  such a d a p ta t io n .
M̂ He had no t on ly  t a u g h t ,  bu t p r a c t ic e d  those admoni­
t io n s  d i l i g e n t l y  h im s e l f .  In a l e t t e r  to  W illiam Henry Smith, 
R u th e rfo rd  B. Hayes s a id :  n . . • G a r f ie ld  Is the  id e a l  s e l f -  
made man. . . . Clay and L incoln  >;ot t h e i r  p lace  by g i f t s  
d i r e c t  from Heaven. But th© f u l l  man, the t r a in e d  man, the  
man equipped fo r  ach ievem ent, in  s h o r t ,  the man l i k e  G a r f ie ld ,  
i s  made by h i s  own p e rse v e ran ce  and in d u s t ry ."  Charles R ichard 
W illiam s, The L ife  o f  R u th e rfo rd  B irchard  H ayes. (Columbus, Ohio 
F. J .  Heer £ r  I n t in g “ 5o . ,  1 928), I I ,  2)4.0 .
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Pop example, h© re c o rd e d  t h a t  a c e r t a i n  speech  made in  
Congress would "no t b e  so p o p u la r  as many o th e r s , 11 b u t  
would " re a c h  a h ig h e r  c l a s s  o f  m i n d s . A g a i n ,  he 
c r i t i c i s e d  a speech  made by S v a r ts  fo r  i t s  f a i l u r e  to  
f i n d  s a l i e n t  p o in ts  w i th in  th© g ra sp  of th e  p o p u la r  mind*
He s a i d :
At E r ie  got th e  H. Y* Tribune and r e a d  th e  speech o f  
Wm. M. E v a r ts  to  the b u s in e s s  men at Cooper’s I n s t i t u t e *
I t  i s  a b le ;  b u t  has t h e  o ld  f a u l t  o f  S v a r ts  — I t  i s  too  
u n ifo rm , £as to o  few s a l i e n t  p o in ts  f o r  he p o p u la r  mind, 
to  g ra s p
He condemned a p re a c h e r  he h e a rd  f o r  f a i l u r e  to  adapt h is  
m a te r ia l s  to  h is  h e a r e r s :  "Heard a sermon addressed  to
c h i ld r e n .  A d ry  h i s t o r y  o f  J o s i s h ’s g o d l in e ss  u t t e r l y  
u n f i t t e d  to  c h i ld re n * s  m i n d s I n  an en try  da ted  
March 9 , 1876, he cen su red  a fe llo w  Republican who p r e ­
ceded him in  speak ing  on t h a t  o ccas io n  because the  speaker  
sp en t to o  much tim e on sm all p o in ts  and f a i l e d  c o r r e c t ly  to  
Judge th e  temperament of th e  audience *5^
G a r f ie ld  h im s e lf  po ssessed  an unusual a b i l i t y  to  
an a ly ze  q u ic k ly  an audience s i t u a t i o n  and im m ediately take 
advantage o f  I t .  One o f  G a r f i e l d ’s most famous s ta te m e n ts ,  
and one which shows h is  acu te  sense  of the  d ram a tic ,  was 
made In Hew York j u s t  a f t e r  L in c o ln ’s a s s a s s in a t i o n .  A v iv id
•̂9 Jo u rn a l ( January  25, 1877).
Jo u rn a l (November 3 , I 6 7 6 ) .
^ Jou rna l ( June 2 , 18? 2 ) .
Jo u rn a l (June 2, IG7 2 ) ,
I l k
d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  th e  in c id e n t  i s  found in  th e  Boston Glob® t
J u s t  a f t e r  L in c o ln * s  a s s a s s i n a t i o n ,  G a r f ie ld  who 
happened to  b e  in  New York, a t t e n d e d ,  as one o f  the  
s p e a k e r s ,  a mass m eeting  h e ld  in  Wall s t r e e t ,  to c o n s id e r  
t h e  f e a r f u l  s i t u a t i o n *  Every one was w i ld  w ith  e x c ite m e n t  
and g r i e f ,  and th e  p e o p le ,  alm ost d r iv e n  to madness, were  
d eterm in ed  to  wreck vengeance* What fo l lo w e d  i s  b e s t  
d e s c r ib e d  in  the la n gu age  o f  an e y e - w i t n e s s :
n8y  th e  tim e the  wave o f  popular  in d ig n a t io n  had 
s w e l l e d  to i t s  c re s*  '̂•c men b le e d in g  on one
o f  th e  s i d e  s t r e e t s — one dead, th e  o th e r  d y in g ;  one on the  
pavem ent, th e  o t h e r  in  th e  g u t te r *  They had s a i d  a moment 
b e f o r e  t h a t  L in c o ln  * ought t o  have been  s h o t  long a g o * 1 
They were n o t  a l lo w e d  to  say  i t  a g a in .  Soon two long  
p i e c e s  o f  s c a n t l i n g  s to o d  ou t  above th e  heads o f  the  crowd, 
c r o s s e d  a t  th© to p  l i k e  th© l e t t e r  X and a lo o p ed  h a l t e r  
pendant from th© j u n c t io n .  A dozen men f o l lo w e d  i t s  s low  
m otion  through t h e  m a sses ,  w h ile  'vengeance* was th e  c r y .
On th e  r i g h t ,  su d d en ly  th e  sh out a r o se  'The f o r l d ,  * 'The 
W orld ,' 'The o f f i c e  o f  th e  World, World,* and a movement 
o f ,  p e r h a p s ,  8000 or 1 0 ,0 0 0  tu r n in g  t h e i r  f a c e s  in  the  
d i r e c t i o n  o f  th a t  b u i ld in g  began to  be execu ted *  I t  was 
a c r i t i c a l  moment* What m ight come no one cou ld  t e l l  d id  
th a t  crowd g e t  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  o f f i c e .  The p o l i c e  and 
m i l i t a r y  would have a v a i l e d  l i t t l e  or been too  l a t e *  A 
te le g r a m  had j u s t  been  read  from W ashington, 'Seward i s  
d y i n g . '  J u s t  th e n  a man s te p p e d  forward w ith  a s m a l l  f l a g  
in  h i s  hand and beckoned to  th e  crowd: 'Another te le g ra m
from W ashington,*  and th e n ,  in  th© awful s t i l l n e s s  o f  the  
c r i s i s ,  ta k in g  advantage o f  th© h e s i t a t i o n  o f  th e  crowd, 
whose s t e p s  had been  a r r e s t e d  f o r  a moment, a r i g h t  arm was 
l i f t e d  skyward, and a v o i e e  c l e a r  and s t e a d y ,  loud and 
d i s t i n c t ,  spoke o u t :  ' F e l l c w - c i t i z e n s — Clouds and darkness
are round about h im . H is p a v i l i o n  i s  dark w aters  and t h i c k  
c lo u d s  o f  th e  s k i e s .  J u s t i c e  and judgement are  the  e s t a b l i s h ­
ment o f  h i s  throne*  Mercy and t r u t h  s h a l l  go b e f o r e  h i s  face*  
F e l l o w - c i t i z e n s ,  God r e i g n s  and th e  government at Washington 
s t i l l  l i v e s . ** The e f f e c t  was trem endous. The crowd s to o d  
r i v e t e d  t o  th e  s p o t  in  awe, g a z in g  at th e  m o t io n le s s  o r a to r ,  
t h in k in g  o f  God and th e  s e c u r i t y  o f  th e  government in  t h a t  
hour* As th e  b o i l i n g  wav© s u b s id e s  and s e t t l e s  to  th® se a  
when some s tr o n g  wind b e a t s  i t  down, so  the  tum ult o f  the  
p e o p le  sank and became s t i l l .  A l l  took  i t  as a d iv in e  omen.
I t  was a triumph o f  e lo q u e n c e ,  in s p ir e d  by th e  moment, such  
as f a l l s  t o  b u t  one man's l o t ,  and th a t  but once In a c e n tu r y .  
The g e n iu s  o f  W ebster, Choate, B v e r e t t  or Seward never  
r ea c h e d  i t *  Demosthenes n ever  e q u a l le d  i t .  What m ight  
have happened had the  su r g in g  and maddened mob been l e t  
l o o s e  none can t e l l *  The man fo r  th© c r i s i s  was on the  
s p o t ,  more p ocen t than N a p o leon 's  guns in  P a r i s ,  I in q u ire d
115
what was h i s  name* Th© answer earn©, in  a low w hisper,
* I t  is  G enera l G a r f i e ld  o f  O h io .'* ,53
G a r f i e ld  knew th© im portance o f  c o r r e c t ly  an a ly z in g  
a s p e c i f i c  audience and ad a p tin g  th e  speech  to  i t*  Proba­
b ly  no s in g l e  o ccas io n  in  Garfield*® l i f e  shows more c l e a r ­
ly  h i s  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  th e  im portance o f  a d a p ta t io n ,  as doe® 
th e  R epub lican  R a t io n a l  Convention o f  i8 6 0 . S enato r George 
F. Hoar, an ©ye w i tn e s s ,  g iv es  as fo llow s a v iv id  a n a ly s i s  
o f  th e  o c c a s io n  o f  G a r f ie ld * s  speech nom inating John Sherman:
There had been a s torm  o f  ap p lau se , l a s t i n g ,  I  th in k ,  
tw e n ty - f iv e  m in u te s ,  a t  t h e  c lo se  o f  Conkling*s nom inating 
sp eech . I t  was s a i d  th e r e  were f i f t e e n  thousand persons 
in  th e  g a l l e r i e s ,  which cam© down very  n ea r  the  l e v e l  o f  
th e  f lo o r*  The scene was o f  in d e s c r ib a b le  s u b l im i ty .  . • •
I  speak  o f  i t  in  t h i s  way. I  can only  compare i t  in  i t s  
g randeur and im p ress iv en e ss  to the mighty t o r r e n t  o f  N iagara . 
. . .  A v a s t  p o r t io n  o f  th© persona p re s e n t  in  th e  H all sym­
p a th iz e d  deep ly  w ith  th e  su p p o r te r s  of G ran t.  G onkling*s 
speech , as he s to o d  alm ost in  the  c e n te r  of the  g r e a t  assembly 
on a p la t fo rm  j u s t  above th e  heads o f  th© conven tion , was a 
m a s te rp ie c e  o f  sp le n d id  o r a to r y .  He began:
And when asked what S ta te  he h a i l s  from,
Our s o le  r e p ly  s h a l l  b e ,
Ee comes from Appomattox,
And i t s  famous a p p l e - t r e e .
I t  was p r e t t y  d i f f i c u l t  fo r  G a r f ie ld  to  fo llo w  th i s  speech 
In th e  tem pest o f  app lause  which came a f t e r  I t*  There was 
n o th in g  s t im u la n t  o r  rom an tic  in  th e  p l a i n  wisdom of John 
Sherman* I t  was l i k e  re a d in g  a passage  from "Poor Richard*a 
Almanac* a f t e r  one of the  l o f t y  c h a p te rs  o f  th© Psalms o f  
David. G a r f i e ld  began , q u i e t l y :
" I  have w itn e ssed  the e x t r a o rd in a r y  scene o f  t h i s  con­
v e n t io n  w ith  deep s o l i c i t u d e *  Nothing touches my h e a r t  more 
q u ic k ly  than a t r i b u t e  o f  honor to  a g re a t  and noble c h a r­
a c t e r .  But as I  s a t  in  my s e a t  and w itn e sse d  t h i s  demon­
s t r a t i o n ,  t h i s  assemblage seemed to  me a human ocean in  
a te m p es t .  I  have seen  the  sea la shed  in to  fury and
The Bos ton  Globe. September 2?, i860 .
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and to s s e d  in to  sp ra y ,  sand i t s  g randeu r moves th© soiil 
o f  th© d u l l e s t  man; b u t  I remember th a t  i t  i s  not th e  
b i l l o w s ,  b u t  th e  calm l e v e l  o f  th© sea  from which a l l  
h e ig h t s  and d ep th s  a re  m easured. When th e  storm  has 
p a sse d  and th© hour o f  calm s e t t l e s  on th© ocean, when 
the  s u n l i g h t  b a th e s  i t s  p e a c e fu l  s u r f a c e ,  th e n  th© 
as tronom er and su rv ey o r  tak e  th e  l e v e l  from which they 
measure a l l  t e r r e s t r i a l  h e ig h ts  and d e p th s .
**Gentl©m©n o f  th© Convention , your p re s e n t  temper 
may n o t  mark th© h e a l t h f u l  puls© o f  our p eo p le .  . . .  Hot 
in  Chicago, in  th© h e a t  o f  June, b u t  a t  the b a l lo t -b o x e s  
o f  th e  R e p u b lic ,  in  th e  q u ie t  o f  November, a f t e r  th© 
s i l e n c e  o f  d e l i b e r a t e  judgement, w i l l  t h i s  q u e s t io n  be 
s e t t l e d . n 5k
In  t h e  conven tion  of i8 6 0 , a t  Chicago, General Grant 
had th e  b ack in g  o f  S enato r Conkling of lew York and o th e r  
pow erfu l p o l i t i c a l  m achines. Re had more d e le g a te s  th an  
any o th e r  c a n d id a te  p ledged  to  him , b u t no t enough to  
r e c e iv e  the  nom ination* I f  th e  u n i t  r u l e  could be enfo rced  
i t  would a s su re  G rant the  n o m ina tion . G a r f ie ld  worked 
d i l i g e n t l y  to p re v e n t  t h i s ,  f o r  S enato r G* F. Hoar, f r i e n d ly  
to  th e  a n t i -G r a n t  fo rc e s  was, at G a r f i e ld ’s su g g e s t io n ,  
s e l e c t e d  as chairman o f  th e  com m ittee. Also the  a n t i -G ra n t  
f o rc e s  had c o n t r o l  o f  th e  committees on c r e d e n t i a l s  and 
r u l e s .  A f te r  G a r f ie ld  nom inated Sherman, Conkling, d i s ­
ap p o in ted  th a t  th e  u n i t  ru le  was no t t o  be  e n fo rced , i n t r o ­
duced the  motion th a t  every d e le g a te  be o b l ig a te d  on h is  
honor to  su p p o r t  th© nominee. Only th r e e  d e le g a te s ,  a l l  
from West V i r g in ia ,  opposed t h i s  m otion . T heir  o p p o s i t io n  
k in d le d  th© an g e r  o f  the S e n a to r ,  and he c a l l e d  fo r  a 
m otion to expe l them from th e  co n v e n tio n . G a r f ie ld  sensed
b^George F. Hoar, Autobiography of Seventy Years 
(Hew York: C harles  S c r ib n e r ’s Sons, I 903T, I ,  393-39’?'*
th e  d ram atic  s i t u a t i o n ,  and c o r r e c t ly  judged th© puls© o f  
the  d e l e g a t e s .  He “h e s i t a t e d ,  then  cam© slow ly to  h is  
f e e t ” and answered th© S ena to r  from New York p lead in g  
th e  r i g h t  o f  every  man to vo te  h i s  c o n v ic t io n s  f r e e ly *  
C onkling  had ov e r - s te p p e d ,  and G a r f i e l d ’ s appeal to  “f a i r  
p lay  and to th© d e e p -s e a te d  in d iv id u a l ism  o f  h i s  au d ien ce” 
was g r e e te d  w ith  a “w ild  s torm  o f  applause t h a t  now broke 
o u t .  • • f o r  the  f i r s t  tim e genuine and spontaneous . . . ” 
Sren Conkling re c o g n iz e d  th© su ccess  G a r f i e ld  had won and 
w ro te  a note w h ile  G a r f ie ld  was y e t  speak ing  and s a id :
" I  c o n g r a tu la te  you on be in g  th© d ark  h o r s e .  ”55
S enato r  Hoar s a id  o f  G a r f i e l d ’s speech  in th e  convention 
“One o f  th e  g r e a t e s t  o r a to r io  triumphs I  have ev e r  w itnessed  
* . ." 5 6  'rj1i s v i c t o r y ,  which no doubt was a major f a c to r  
in  h i s  u l t im a te  nom ina tion , must be a t t r i b u t e d  in  p a r t  to  
G a r f i e l d ’ s b e l i e f  i n ,  and h is  unique c ap ac ity  f o r ,  audience 
a n a ly s i s  and a d a p ta t io n *
Views on Arrangem ent. G a r f i e l d ’ s views on th© a rran g e ­
ment o f  a speech  were somewhat f l e x i b l e .  There is  no in d ic a ­
t io n  t h a t  he e v e r  advocated  a s e t  number o f  p a r ts  fo r  the  
sp eech , e .  g* in t r o d u c t io n ,  p r o p o s i t io n ,  body, and conclusion  
In s te a d  he l a i d  th e  emphasis on a l o g i c a l l y  o rd ered  and 
p ro p e r ly  p ro p o r t io n e d  d is c o u r s e .  The numerous o u t l in e s  In 
th e  G a r f i e ld  Papers a l s o  bea r  te s tim ony  to the accuracy  o f
55 i b i d . p . 393 .
56 ib id .
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t h i s  a n a l y s i s ,  fo r  no p a r t i c u l a r  p a t t e r n  o f  arrangem ent 
can be fbund* However, th e  p o in ts  in  th e  o u t l i n e s  were 
o r d e r ly  and g e n e r a l ly  w e l l  p ropo rtioned#  G a r f ie ld  made 
the  fo llo w in g  comment on a l e c tu r e  of Burke H in sd a le .
'’ In th e  evening read  Burke *s l e c tu r e  on the E a s te rn  
Question# I t  was very  ab le  b u t  d isp ro p o r t io n e d #  The 
T urk ish  d i s c u s s io n  i s  too  minut® in  p ro p o r t io n  to  h is  
t r e a tm e n t  of th e  Russian 4iuesbion• **5?
G a r f ie ld  c lo sed  th e  s e r i e s  o f  l e c tu r e s  on r h e to r i c  
to  h i s  s tu d e n ts  by em phasizing "How to T reat a S u b je c t , 9 
and u sed  an I l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  a '’b a l l  of y a r n *'1 The o u t l in e  
i n d ic a t e s  t h a t  he probably  drew the analogy t h a t  i f  a 
s u b je c t  was t r e a t e d  p ro p e r ly  i t  would u n rav e l b e fo re  i t s  
h e a re r s  as sm oothly and l o g i c a l l y  as th e  b a l l  o f  tw ine 
u n r a v e l s .  This view was a s s e r t e d  In  h is  Jou rna l when he 
r e c o rd e d :  "D. D. F ie ld  spoke one hour and a q u a r te r#  . * *
His speech  was Sophomore and f a r  below th e  l e v e l  o f  the 
o c c a s io n .  He consnenced a t  th e  wrong end o f  the  case by 
n a r r a t i n g  th e  a c t io n  of th e  Judges o f  E lec t io n  in Baker Co* 
in  throw ing o u t th e  D arb y v il le  and Jo h n so n v i l le  p o l l s . "58
Views on S t y l e . In  th e  l e c t u r e s  on r h e t o r i c  to h is  
s tu d e n ts  G a r f ie ld  g iv es  c o n s id e ra b le  time to  th e  d isc u ss io n  
o f  s t y l e .  In  the t h i r d  l e c tu r e  he c o n s id e red  Hie fo llow ing  
t o p i c s :  "Commonplaces,** " O r i g i n a l i t y , "  and "P lag ia r ism #"
The re a d in g  o f  good a u th o rs  was recommended to th e  s tu d e n ts
Jou rna l (January  2 , I 8 7 8 ) .  
5^Jo u rn a l  (February 2 , 1 8 7 7 )#
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as a means of improving s t y l e ,  and G a r f ie ld  urged  the 
young speaker to " t a l k  out" what he wrote*
The fo u r th  l e c tu r e  in  the  s e r i e s ,  (g iven  in  the 
b eg in n in g  o f  t h i s  se c tio n )  d e a ls  alm ost e n t i r e l y  w ith  
s ty l e *  The s tu d e n t  was urged  to make a d i l i g e n t  s tu d y  
o f  th e  E n g lish  language as i t  r e p r e s e n te d  the "machinery 
o f  th o u g h t . ” Also th e  young speakers  ware asked to  study 
th e  com para tive  s t r e n g th  o f  words and to  remember t h a t  
" r ic h n e s s  of language depends upon i t s  a s s o c ia t io n * ” 
G a r f i e ld  gave prominence to  p e r s p i c u i ty  and s a id  th a t  
w r i t i n g  down th e  though t a id ed  c l a r i t y *  The q u a l i ty  of 
energy  was a l s o  s t r e s s e d  in  the  fo u r th  l e c tu r e  and the 
s tu d e n ts  were reminded to  use words th a t  are " s p e c i f i c  
r a t h e r  th a n  g e n e r a l . 11
F u r th e r  in s i g h t  in to  G a r f ie ld  f$ views on s ty l e  may 
be g a in ed  from h i s  J o u rn a l ,  sp eech es , l e t t e r s ,  and comments 
on contem porary o r a t o r s .  G a r f ie ld  b e l ie v e d  th a t  c l a r i t y  and 
fo rc e  were e s s e n t i a l  t o  good s t y l e ,  and he p laced  l i t t l e  
emphasis on e le g a n c e .  He thought i t  b e t t e r  fo r  the o r a to r  
to  s t r i v e  fo r  t e r s e n e s s ,  c o n c is e n e s s ,  and c l a r i t y  than fo r  
b e a u ty .  He w rote  H in sd a le :
X am glad  t h a t  you a re  on th e  t r a c k  o f  condensed, 
t e r s e  e x p re s s io n .  I  have been seek ing  fo r  t h a t  more than 
f o r  e legance*  The power of making a c l e a r ,  compendious 
s ta te m e n t  o f  a case i s  th e  most v a lu a b le  one* L incoln  
was sometimes a model in  th a t  d i r e c t i o n .  See p a r t i c u l a r l y  
h i s  l e t t e r  to  G reeley  on the s la v e ry  p o l ic y .  But 1 th in k  
th e re  i s  a g re a t  q u es t io n  ly in g  beh ind  s ty l e  and which 
c o n t ro ls  i t .  I t  i s  the  power to th in k  d e f i n i t e l y  and 
q e t  a s t ro n g  v iv id  p ic tu r e  b e fo re  the  mind of what one 
th in k s ,  to an a ly se  I t  so f a r  as to remove a l l  ex traneous 
and unnecessary  m a te r ia l s  and then p l a i n l y  express  the
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v ery  e ssen c e  o f  the th o u g h t .  ‘This w i l l  o f  i t s e l f  g iv e
th e  b a s i s  o f  a good s t y l e *59
There a r e ,  however, o th e r  s ta te m en ts  which c o r ro b o ra te
h is  p re fe re n c e  fo r  a c l e a r ,  t e r s e ,  end concise s t y l e ,  w ith
l i t t l e  emphasis on e legance* For example, in  ano ther
l e t t e r  to  H insda le  he had complimented L inco ln ’ s sim ple
and condensed s t y l e A n d  in  * Element 3 o f  Success in
P u b lic  L i f e , ” a speech  d e l iv e r e d  a t  Hiram, G a r f i e ld  had
t h i s  p o in t  in  th e  o u t l i n e s  ”2. S paring  of speech & then
t e r s e  and to th e  p o in t*
In  h i s  Jou rnal G a r f ie ld  commented on many of the
speeches d e l iv e r e d  b e fo re  the  e l e c t o r a l  Commission in
1077* These comments re v e a le d  th a t  he complimented th e
speeches he heard  whose s t y l e  was, in  h i s  judgement,
c h a r a c te r i z e d  by good t a s t e .  He spoke of the  c l a r i t y  of
s t y l e  in  th e  speeches d e l iv e re d  by T u c k e r ,^  B v a r t s , ^
S trong , 61*. and O’ Conner•
In  a memorial ad d ress  honoring an e ld e r ly  p reach er
- ^ L e t t e r  to Burke A* H in sd a le ,  d a ted  .July 12, 1865* 
G a r f i e l d  - Binsda ie Papers .
^O jb id . ( L e t t e r  from Columbus, dated  Februaiy 17, 1861).
6 lG a r f ie ld  Papers (M anuscript o u t l in e  of speech 
d e l iv e r e d  a t 'Siram C ollege in  I 878 — found aion^ Public 
U tte ra n c e s  of 1 8 7 8 ) .
^ Jo u rn a l (February 2, 1877)*
63 Jo u rn a l (F ebruary  22, 1377).
^ •Journal (February 2 3 , 1877) .
65Journal (February 5 , 1877).
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G a r f i e ld  an a ly zed  b r i e f l y  th e  p u b lic  speak ing  of the 
deceased  clergym an. He spoke of the fo llo w in g  q u a l i t i e s  
o f  s t y l e  which he had admired in  t h i s  p r e a c h e r ’s sp eak ing :
(1) The good judgement used  " in  th e  s e l e c t io n  of choice 
and a p p ro p r ia te  w o rd s ;” (2) His c o n s tru c te d  and persp icuous 
s e n te n c e s ;  and (3 } th e  r e f r e s h in g  c o n t r a s t  o f f e re d  to  Mth© 
obscure  s t y l e  . . .  o f  many p u b lic  s p e a k e r s .11̂
On o cc as io n  G a r f ie ld  c r i t i c i z e d  th ese  s t y l i s t i c
q u a l i t i e s :  bad t a s t e ,  v e r b o s i t y ,  and ex travagance  of
e x p re s s io n .  In  h i s  Jou rna l he spoke of the  la ck  of good
t a s t e  in  a speech  he had heard  b e fo re  th e  E le c to ra l  
67Commission. He c r i t i c i z e d  S enato r Conkling’s speeches 
in  th e  Senate  because he thought they were v erb o se . ”l e n t  
to  th e  S e n a te ,” he w ro te  in  h i s  J o u rn a l . nand h ea rd  the 
second in s ta l lm e n t  o f  C onkling’ s speech* Many words and 
sonorous in  which h i s  ideas  were badly  s t i f l e d . 1* ^  And 
the  day b e fo re  he re c o rd e d :
tfent to th e  Senate and l i s t e n e d  to  Gherman’s speech 
a g a in s t  th e  b i l l  and then f o r  about two hours to Conkling’ s 
in  i t s  favor* . . .  I  was s u r p r i s e d  a t  th e  ;mass of words 
in  p ro p o r t io n  to the  ideas  they contained*.®^
In a l e t t e r  to  H in s d a le ,G a r f ie ld  c r i t i c i z e d  the  s t y l e  
o f  Judge Jerem iah B lack , when th e  no ted  j u r i s t ’ s fe e l in g s
66J .  A .  G a r f i e ld ,  A D iscourse  D elivered  a t  H iram, Ohio. 
h a rc h  ^  1861. Occasioned by the Death o f  Did* John Smith 
( C le v e la n d : F a irb an k s , B ened ic t & Co., P r i n t e r s ,  Herald 
O f f ic e ,  1B61), p* 11. (A b o o k le t  in  th e  Gar f i e l d  P ap ers )
^ J o u r n a l  (February  7 , I 677) .
^ Jo u rn a l (January  2I4., 1877) .
^ Jo u rn a l (Jan u ary  23, 1877)
were h ig h ly  aroused* He com plained th a t  a t such tim es 
th e re  vas a to n e  o f  ex trav ag an ce  in  B lack ’ s speeches and 
th e  r h e t o r i c  " to o  lu s c io u s * 11 ̂
Views on D elivery  * In h is  le c tu r e s  on r h e to r ic  G a rf ie ld  
gave l i t t l e  o r no a t t e n t io n  to  d@ livery.7^ However, t h i s  
to p ic  m ight w e ll have been  d isc u sse d  In  the le c tu r e s  s in c e  
th e  o u t l in e s  a re  too b r i e f  and incom plete  to  in d ic a te  what 
he d id  no t do* t^fhile i t  is  q u i te  e v id e n t t h a t  G a rf ie ld  gave 
much le s s  s t r e s s  to  th e  canon of d e liv e ry  than  to o th e r s ,  
some o f h is  views may be surm ised*
G a r f ie ld  b e l ie v e d  th a t  th e  speaker must no t be c a r r ie d  
beyond reaso n  by h is  em o tio n s. In  h is  Jo u rn a l G a r f ie ld  com­
p lim en ted  the  speech  o f Mr. E v arts  d e l iv e re d  befo re  the  
E le c to r a l  Commission, because th e  o ra to r  was " a l l  th e  w hile  
in  p o sse ss io n  o f h im se lf  On the  same day th a t  B varts
spoke, G a r f ie ld  found f a u l t  w ith  Judge Campbell, because 
th e  sp e ak e r l o s t  c o n tro l  o f  h is  em otions to such an ex ten t 
as to  mar th e  e f f e c t Iv e n e s s  o f  h is  s p e e c h . 73
G a rf ie ld  h im se lf was p ro b ab ly  never "b esid e  h im se lf"  
w h ile  making a sp e ech . "The d i f f e r e n c e ," commented C h ief- 
J u s t ie e  Drake, "between him and many o th e r  o ra to r s  was th a t  
he was always a th in k in g  man#" The C h le f - J u s t lc e  f u r th e r  s ta te d
7 0 L e tte r  to  Burke A. H i n s d a l e ,  d a t e d  January  26, l6 ? l*  
G a r f i e l d - H i n s d a l e  P a p e r s .
7^30© o u t l in e s  in  the  beg in n in g  o f th is  sec tio n #
72 Jo u rn a l (F eb ruary  15, 1877).
73Jo u rn a l (February  15, 1877).
123
H is l o f t i e s t  e f f o r t s  n ev e r took him where he was no t su s ­
ta in e d  by ”th© power o f  th o u g h t- - th e  magic o f th e  mind * "
He th e re fo r e  v en tu red  to  no h e ig h t where he would lo se  h is  
head . Thought was, in d eed , a d is tA n g u ish in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  
o f  h is  o ra to ry  on a l l  o c c a s io n s , g rea t o r s m a l l .74-
G s r f ie ld  knew th e  im portance o f com plete s in c e r i ty  in  
d e l iv e r y .  He b e lie v e d  th e  o r a to r  shou ld  p re se n t on ly  those 
argum ents in  keeping w ith  h is  genuine co n v ic tio n s*  G a r f ie ld  
c r i t i c i z e d  a law yer who spoke b e fo re  th e  E le c to ra l  Commission 
because h is  speech  d id  no t seem s in c e re  to  him. ” 1 was im­
p re sse d  w ith  the  b e l i e f , ” h© re c o rd e d , " th a t  C arpen ter was a 
man who had been so accustom ed to  sp©ak on any s id e  to which 
h is  i n t e r e s t  in c l in e d  him th a t  h© has l o s t  h is  co n v ic tio n s  
and th e re fo r e  he u se s  w hatever argum ents w i l l  s u i t  h is  caae 
f o r  th e  moment.” G a r f ie ld  added: rtThis i s  a g re a t  ca lam ity
to  happen to  any man. • . . ”75
A ffe c ta t io n  and a r t i f i c i a l i t y  in  d e l iv e ry  were ap p a ren tly  
qu ick  to meet w ith  h is  c e n su re . He found f a u l t  w ith th e  
speech o f  D. D. F ie ld  b e fo re  the  E le c to ra l  Commission, be­
cause th e re  was ”a c e r t a in  a i r  o f a f f e c ta t io n  in  h is  manner” 
which d e t r a c te d  ”from th e  im p ress iv en ess  of h is  speech , an 
e f f o r t  to  be e x q u i s i t e .  He recommended t h a t  ”th© more a 
man lo s e s  h im s e lf  in  h is  work the  b e t t e r  fo r  th e  w ork.' Even 
though G a rf ie ld  d is l ik e d  the manner o f d e l iv e ry , he was s t i l l  
ab le  to see  th e  s t r e n g th  o f  what was s a id .  I t  is  e v id e n t even
T rib u te  o f  R e sp ec t, pp. i l l -l\.2.
7$Jo u rn a l (February  1877) .
? Jo u rn a l (February  2 , 1877).
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in  h is  Jo u rn a l accoun ts which are c r i t i c a l  o f d e l iv e ry  
t h a t  th e  "what was s a id 11 was g iven  more em phasis th a n  the 
"how i t  was s a i d . ”
At one o 'c lo c k  went to  th e  Senate and l i s te n e d  to  
S en a to r C onk ling ’s speech  which took th re e  hours fo r  
d e l iv e r y .  I t  was a very  s tro n g  and com plete p re s e n ta t io n  
o f  ou r views and e n t i t le ly  in  accord  w ith  th e  p o s i t io n  I took 
in  my f i r s t  sp eech . The S e n a to r’ s s e lf -c o n s c io u s n e s s  Is  
always ap p a ren t and I  th in k  i t  m arred th e  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f  
h is  sp eech . He spoke from n o te s  w ith o u t re a d in g  and when 
he com pleted the  sh e e t o f n o tes  he to re  i t  up in to  sm all 
b i t s  ana threw  them on th e  f lo o r - ta k in g  some tim e to do i t .  
He a ls o  h e ld  c o n s id e ra b le  so to  voce conference  w ith those  
around him . These l i t t l e  touches o f s e lf -c o n s c io u sn e s s  
d e t r a c t  from th e  e f f e c t iv e n e s s  o f h is  sp eak in g . The more 
a man lo s e s  h im s e lf  In h is  work th e  b e t t e r  fo r th e  work.
But n o tw ith s ta n d in g  th e s e  m inor d e fe c ts  h is  speech  was very 
pow erfu l and v a lu a b le .  There were some e x t r a o r d in a r i ly  
s tro n g  p a s s a g e s .77
G a rf ie ld  co n s id e red  c o r r e c t  p ro n u n c ia tio n  o f some 
im portance in  d e l iv e r y ,  fo r  in  b r i e f l y  an a ly z in g  the 
adm irab le  q u a l i t i e s  in  th e  p u b lic  speak ing  o f an e ld e r ly  
p re a c h e r , he com plim ented h is  "rem arkably  d i s t i n c t  and 
c o r r e c t"  p r o n u n c i a t i o n . 7 $  A contem porary r e l a t e s  th is  
in c id e n t ,  w hich su g g e s ts  G a r f ie ld ’s I n te r e s t  in  c o r r e c t  
pronunc i a t i o n :
He had a g r e a t  love  fo r  l i n g u i s t i c  knowledge, and would 
o f te n  make a ha lf-gam e and h a l f - s tu d y  w ith  h is  c h ild re n  o f 
t e l l i n g  th e  meanings o f  words, o r d e te c t in g  e r r o r s  in  p ro ­
n u n c ia t io n . Dropping in  a t h is  house, one .jorning in  the 
campaign summer o f i8 6 0 , ju s t  as b r e a k fa s t  was o v er, I  found 
th e  fam ily  l in g e r in g  a t  th e  ta b le  w hile  the  G eneral re a d  
from a l i t t l e  d ic t io n a ry  o f  words f re q u e n tly  m ispronounced. 
He would s p e l l  th e  word, and then ask  each In. burn what the  
c o r r e c t  p ro n u n c ia tio n  should b e . The e ld e rs  were about as
77Jo u rn a l (A p ril 2k» 1879)•
7& G arfield , D iscourse  O ccasioned by Death of B id . 
John T . Sm ith, p . 11*
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a p t to  make th e  m istakes a3 the c h i ld re n , and a g re a t dea l 
o f  l iv e ly  ch a t and m errim ent, and n o t - a l i t t l e  in s t r u c t io n ,  
r e s u l t e d  from th e  e x e rc ise *  This he kep t up ©very morning 
a f t e r  b re a k fa s t  u n t i l  th e  book was ex h au sted . At a n o th e r  
tim e he read  the  d e f in i t io n s  of w ords, and the o th e rs  en ­
deavored  to  M t upon th e  ex ac t words d e fin ed -~ n o t so easy 
a ta s k  as one would im agine a t f i r s t  thought*  This was an 
e x e rc is e  in  which the  c h i ld re n  g r e a t ly  d e l ig h te d . $h©n th ey  
came n ea r th e  r i g h t  word, th e  f a th e r  would say , "Now you 
a re  g e t t in g  warm;" and when they  were wide o f th e  mark, 
he would say nC o ld ,M o r  “Very C o ld ,“TP
C o n c lu s io n s . I t  has been th e  purpose o f the l a s t  
s e c t io n  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  to  answer th e  q u e s tio n : $hafc were
th e  te n e ts  o f  G a rf ie ld * s  r h e to r i c a l  theo ry?
G a rf ie ld  co n s id e red  i t  im portan t fo r  an o ra to r  to  
s t a r t  h is  speech  t r a in in g  e a r ly  and secu re  a sound l i b e r a l  
a r t s  e d u c a tio n , wide read in g  e x p e rie n c e , and a f a m i l ia r i ty  
w ith  th e  s u c c e s s fu l  o r a to r s  o f  th e  p a s t and p r e s e n t .  In 
th e  p re p a ra t io n  o f  a s p e c i f ic  speech he recommended a c a re fu l  
s e le c t io n  o f  th e  s u b je c t ,  a c le a r  u n d ers tan d in g  of the  
speech  p u rp o se , and a thorough  m astery o f  s u b je c t  m a tte r .
In  h is  Jo u rn a l G a rf ie ld  im plies th a t  he co n s id e red  i t  
im p o rtan t to  adap t a speech to  the p a r t i c u l a r  aud ience  and 
o c c a s io n . He gave no s e t  number o f  d iv is io n s  f o r  a speech, 
bu t he d id  b e l ie v e  i t  should  begin  a t  th e  b e s t  p sy ch o lo g ica l 
p la c e .  The p o in ts  a lso  shou ld  be arranged  lo g ic a l  and p ro ­
p o r t io n a te .  G a r f ie ld  co n s id e red  c l a r i t y  and fore© o f more 
Im oortance than  b eau ty  in  s t y l e ,  and c r i t i c i s e d  language 
c h a ra c te r i s e d  by bad t a s t e ,  v e rb o s i ty ,  and ex travagance of 
e x p re s s io n . While G a r f ie ld  gave l i t t l e  emphasis to  d e l iv e ry
T ^ , v. Sm alley, “C h a ra c te r i s t ic s  of P re s id en t G a r f ie ld ,"  
in  The Century M agazine. XXIII (A p r il ,  1882), p. 172.
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In  h is  l e c tu r e s  or by d i r e c t  s ta te m e n t, h is  comments on 
contem porary  o rn to rs  Imply; (1) th a t  he was c r i t i c a l  o f  
a f f e c t a t i o n  and a r t i f i c i a l i t y ;  (2 ) th a t  he b e l ie v e d  the 
o r a to r  must be s in c e re  and “a l l  th e  w h ile  in  p o sse ss  ion 
o f  h im s e lf” ; and (3 ) th a t  the  o r a to r  should g ive  hoed to  
p ro n u n c ia tio n  th a t  i t  m ight be d i s t i n c t  and c o r r e c t .
Of th e  a n c ie n t canons o f  r h e to r i c ,  in v e n tio  was pro* 
b ab ly  th e  most im p o rtan t in  the  th in k in g  o f  G a r f ie ld .  In  
th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  w r i t e r ,  e lo c u tio  was second, and d is p o s l t io  
t h i r d ,  w ith  p ro n u n c ia tlo  f o u r th .  P robably  the  key word in  
th e  r h e t o r i c a l  p h ilo sophy  o f  James A. G a r f ie ld  was “w ork .”
His r h e to r i c a l  p h ilo sophy  was d e f in i t e ly  c l a s s i c a l  in  to n e .
Ee was p rob ab ly  g r e a t ly  in f lu en c ed  by th e  w ri t in g s  of Bagcom, 
Q u in t i l i a n ,  h a te ly ,  and Jarupbell. he know he came in  con­
t a c t  w ith  the views o f  th ese  men a t W illiam s C o lleg e .
In  the  r h e t o r i c a l  ph ilosophy  o f  G a r f ie ld ,  I t  is  ev id en t 
th a t  r h e to r ic  was not co n s id ered  a f in e ,  but a p r a c t i c a l  a r t*  
He d id  no t th in k  o f th e  f i e l d  I t s e l f  as having a body of 
knowledge a l l  i t s  own, b u t r a th e r  as a u s e fu l  a r t  to convey 
e f f e c t iv e ly  and p e rs u a s iv e ly  the  f a c ts  and argum ents drawn 
from many b ran ch es o f le a rn in g .  I t  i s  p robab le  th a t  he 
thought o f  i t  as an in d isp e n sa b le  a r t  in  a dem ocracy, s in c e  
he advocated  th a t  s tu d e n ts  in  p u b lic  sch o o ls  should “by a l l  
means” r e q u ir e  some t r a in in g  In the v a lu ab le  a r t  - -  and th a t  
such t r a in in g  shou ld  b eg in  e a r ly  in  th e  s tu d e n t 's  school 
c a r e e r .
F o r tu n a te ly  the  sp eak er d id  not f a l l  In to  th e  e r ro r  o f
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o v erem p h asis in g  “ te c h n iq u e s ,* a p r a c t ic e  which was p re v a le n t  
among th e  s o - c a l le d  e lo c u t io n i s t s  o f  h is  day . In  f a c t ,  one 
may c r i t i c i s e  him fo r  underem phasi& ing d e l iv e r y .  A lso , h is  
views on arrangem ent may be c r i t i c i s e d  because he d id  n o t 
u rge any c o n s is te n t  p la n  f o r  o u t l in in g  a speech  o r  recommend 
any s p e c i f i c  number o f  speech  d iv is io n s *  However, su ch  
sh o rt-eo m in g s viewed in  th e  l i g h t  o f  h i s  t o t a l  r h e to r i c a l  
co n cep ts  seem r e l a t i v e l y  minor* The ev idence  in  th i s  c h a p te r , 
c o n s id e red  in  the  l i g h t  o f  modern day te ac h in g  in  the f i e l d  
o f  speech  w a rra n ts  the  c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  th e  r h e to r i c a l  p h i lo ­
sophy o f «Tames A* G a r f ie ld  was b a s ic a l ly  sound*
CHAPITER I ?  
FORM S OF SU P P O R T
A r i s t o t l e  d e f in e d  r h e to r ic  flas th e  f a c u l ty  o f  d is c o v e r­
in g  in  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  c a se  what a re  th e  a v a i la b le  means o f  
P e rsu asio n # * ^  He l i s t e d  th e  sp e a k e r’ s e th o s  ( c h a r a c te r ) ,  h is  
a b i l i t y  to  a ro u se  s u c c e s s fu l ly  th e  em otions o f  th e  h e a r e r s ,  
and h is  use  o f  a rg u m en ta tio n , as th e  means o f p ersu asio n * ^
T his a n c ie n t  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n ,  g e n e ra l ly  r e f e r r e d  to  as e t h i c a l ,  
em o tio n a l, and lo g ic a l  p ro o f , Is  th e  b a s ic  p a t t e r n  f o r  th e  
developm ent o f  t h i s  c h a p te r*
ETHICAL PROOF
A r i s to t l e  s e t s  f o r th  in te l l ig e n c e ,  c h a r a c te r ,  and good 
w i l l  as  th e  im p o rtan t e lem en ts o f  e t h i c a l  p ro o f#3 C onfidence 
in  th e  e th o s  o f  th e  sp e a k e r , acco rd in g  to  him wshou ld  be c r e ­
a te d  by h ie  sp eech  i t s e l f ,  and n o t l e f t  to  depend upon an a n te ­
ceden t im p ress io n  th a t  th e  sp eak er i s  th i s  o r th a t  k ind  o f man# 
While r h e to r ic i a n s  to d ay  ag ree  th a t  th e  speech  i t s e l f  shou ld  
c r e a te  co n fid en ce  in  th e  s p e a k e r ’s c h a ra c te r ,  th ey  reco g n ize  
th a t  p rev io u s  r e p u ta t io n  i s  a ls o  Im portant#  Thonssen and B aird  
f o r  exam ple, p o in t  ou t t h a t  th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  aud ience toward
^ A r i s to t l e ,  R h e to r ic , t r a n s .  Lane Cooper (New York: D. 
A pp le ton -C en tu ry  C o., 1932), p* 7*
2 I b id . .  p . 8 .
3 i b i d . .  p .  92 .
k j b l d . . p p . 8- 9 .
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th e  sp e a k e r  induced  by t h e i r  p re v io u s  knowledge ot  him  and o f 
h i s  a c t i v i t i e s ,  canno t be s e p a ra te d  e n t i r e l y  from  th e  sp eech  
i t s e l f * ^  A nother e lem en t in  e t h i c a l  p ro o f , n o t g iv e n  by 
A r i s t o t l e ,  b u t c o n s id e red  o f  some im portance in  modern tim es , 
i s  th e  m a tte r  o f  appearance* "P e rso n a l ap p e a ran c e ,"  Win an 3 
p o in ts  o u t , "  i s  no doub t an e lem ent in  im p re s s iv e n e ss , and 
R alph  Waldo Emerson rem arks in  h i s  e s sa y  on E loquence, "P e r­
haps i t  i s  th e  lo w es t o f  th e  q u l a i t i e s  o f  an o r a to r ,  b u t i t  
i s ,  on so many o c c a s io n s , o f  e h ie f  im portance — a c e r t a in  
r o b u s t  and r a d i a n t  p h y s ic a l  h e a lth * " ?  G a r f i e ld ’ s e t h i c a l  
p ro o f  i s  h e r e in  d is c u s s e d  un d er th e  fo llo w in g  h e a d in g s :
( 1 ) p e rs o n a l ap p ea ran ce , (2 ) r e p u ta t io n ,  (3 ) i n t e l l i g e n c e ,
(It) c h a r a c te r ,  and (fj>) good w ill*
P e rso n a l A ppearance* A man may become an e f f e c t i v e ,  o r  
even a g r e a t  s p e a k e r , w ith o u t p o sse ss in g  a t a l l ,  s t ro n g , and 
w e ll p ro p o rtio n e d  body; b u t ,  as  Winans p o in ts  o u t ,  i f  one does 
p o sse ss  e x c e l l e n t  p h y s ic a l  f e a tu r e s ,  i t  i s  d e f i n i t e l y  an ad­
van tage*^
G a r f ie ld  p o sse sse d  t h i s  advantage* He was s ix  f e e t  t a l l ,  
w eigh ted  220 pounds, had b ro ad  s h o u ld e rs , and "a  ro b u s t m uscu lar
t e s t e r  Thonssen and A* C raig  B a ird , Speech C r i t ic is m  
(Hew Y ork: Yhe Ronald P re ss  Company, c* iQ qBj, p .
^  James A* Winans- Speech- Making (New York: D* A pp le ton -
Centrury Company, c* 1 938), p .  391#
7Quoted in  W inans, p# 391*
8 I b i d . .  p .  3 9 1 .
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f r a m e *  * 9  E l i j a h  Cut t e r ,  contem porary  and sch o o lm ate , s a id :
"He had a r o b u s t  p h y siq u e  and an open countenance* There was
no s t i n t  in  h i s  m ake-up, and no s t y l e ,  no assumed g e n t i l i t y  
mIG* • • * A nother contem porary  spoke o f " th e  m agnetism  o f
11h is  p e r s o n a l  p resen ce* "
The fo llo w in g  q u o ta t io n  from  a r e l ig io u s  p a p e r , p u b lis h e d  
in  Hew Y ork, gave an i n t e r e s t i n g  contem porary  view o f  G a r f ie ld ’ s 
p e rs o n a l appearance*
And now, i f  we were to  sum up in  one word th e  im p ressio n  w hich 
he makes upon u s ,  i t  would be t h a t  o f  h is  thorough  m anliness*
He i s  e v e ry  in c h  a man* There i s  som ething  manly in  h is  v e ry  
physique*  T a l l  in  p e rso n , b ro ad  ch e s te d  and s tro n g  lim bed he 
has th e  f ig u r e  o f  an a th le te *  H is head Is  l a r g e ,  and th e  ex­
p r e s s io n  o f  h i s  f a c e  one o f  m ingled in te l l ig e n c e  and k i n d l i ­
ness*  He has an open coun tenance -  one In  w hich we can  d e te c t  
no l in e s  o f  c r a f t  and cunn ing  b u t  which shows a fra n k  and open 
n a tu re  t h a t  s c o rn s  g u i l e ,  t r i c k e r y ,  and d e c e it*  I f  th e re  be 
an y th in g  In  physiognom y— i f  we can re a d  th e  mind in  the f a c e — 
we sh o u ld  s a y : T h is  i s  a t r u e ,  b ra v e , h o n es t man • • « ♦ 2
% * H* Mason, The L ife  and P u b lic  S e rv ice s  o f  James A* 
G a r f ie ld  (Ludgate H i l l :  T rubner & C o ., 1881), p . 125* ~
^ Q u o te d  in  J* M. Bundy, The L ife  o f  Gen* James A. 
G a r f ie ld  (Hew Y ork: A. S* B arnes & tic*, TBSd), pTHJoT ~
T rib u te  o f  R esp ec t from  th e  L i te ra ry  S o c ie ty  o f  
W ashington to  i t s  L a te  P re s id e n t  James Abram G a r f ie ld , P roceed­
in g s  o f  a  m eeting  o f  th e  a o c le ty  h e ld  Nov, Iff," if lfll'*'""" (Pam phlet 
in  th e  L ib ra ry  o f  C ongress, was p u b lish e d  In  W ashington, D. C*, 1682) .
B* A* H in sd a le , L ife  and C h a ra c te r  o f  James A. G a r f ie ld  
(Pam phlet p re p a re d  by B* A* H in sd a le , P re s id e n t o f  Hiram C o lleg e , 
p u b lis h e d  in  1880, no p u b l is h e r  g iv e n , copy in  th e  L ib ra ry  o f  
C o n g ress . H in sd a le  g iv e s  th e  above q u o ta tio n  from  th e  June 17, 
i8 6 0  Is s u e  o f  th e  E v a n g e l is t ,  a r e l ig i o u s  p ap er p u b lish e d  In  New 
York)* The r e p o r t s t h a t  G a rf ie ld  was u n u su a lly  s tro n g  and ro b u s t 
in  p h y s ic a l  h e a l th  i s  p a r t i a l l y  c o rro b o ra te d  by the h a rd sh ip s  he 
was ab le  to  endure in  many o f  h is  v igo rous campaigns* Sea Gar­
f i e l d  Jo u rn a l (Septem ber, O ctober, 1876)* The G a r f ie ld  Jo u rn a l 
i s  found in  th e  G a r f ie ld  P a p e rs . M anuscrip t D iv is io n  o f  th e  
L ib ra ry  o f  Congress in  W ashington, D* C. I t  i s  r e f e r r e d  to  
h e r e a f t e r  as J o u rn a l*
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$he ev id e n c e  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  p e rso n a l appearanee o f  G a r f ie ld  
enhanced h i s  e t h i c a l  p roo f*
R e p u ta t io n * In  18?6 when G a r f ie ld  a ro se  to  sp eak  on th e  
f l o o r  o f  th e  House o f  R e p re s e n ta tiv e s  o r  on th e  p o p u la r  p l a t — 
fo rm . I t  may be s a f e ly  assumed th a t  h is  au d ien ce  had p rev io u s  
knowledge o f  h i s  p e rso n  and h is  a c t i v i t i e s *  They p ro b ab ly  
knew t h a t  he had been  b o rn  in  p o v e r ty , had worked h is  way 
th ro u g h  c o l le g e ,  and w ith in  a few y e a rs  o f  g ra d u a tio n  had be­
come a  sc h o o l p r e s id e n t ,  s t a t e  s e n a to r ,  m a jo r-g e n e ra l in  th e  
U n ited  S ta te s  Army, and U n ited  S ta te s  Congressman* G a r f ie ld  
a l s o  en jo y ed  in  1876 th e  r e p u ta t io n  o f  b e in g  one o f  th e  o u t­
s ta n d in g  o r a to r s  in  th e  R epub lican  P arty*  He had se rv ed  on 
s e v e r a l  o f  th e  m ost Im portan t com m ittees o f  th e  House, and due 
t o  h i s  p r e s t i g e  was c o n s id e re d  th e  lo g ic a l  su c c e s so r  to  James 
G* B la in e  a s  th e  c h i e f  spokesman o f  th e  R epub lican  P a r ty  i n  
th e  House when th e  l a t t e r  moved to  th e  Senate*
G a r f ie ld  a lso  had a r e p u ta t io n  o f  b e in g  a w e ll  ed u ca ted  
and s c h o la r ly  man* " I t  was a eoramon rem a rk ,* Mark Hopkins 
d e c la re d ,
a t  th e  tim e  o f  h i s  in a u g u ra t io n , and has been  s in c e —I  h ea rd  
I t  from  a judge o f  th e  Supreme C ourt— th a t  no P re s id e n t  ex ­
c e p t John Quincy Adams had been  e q u a lly  equipped in  s c h o la r ­
sh ip  and s ta te sm an sh ip *  He was p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  L i te r a ry  
S o c ie ty  o f  W ashington* I f  a r a r e  book was ab sen t from  the  
c o n g re s s io n a l l i b r a r y  Mr* S p o ffo rd  /C o n g re ss io n a l L ib r a r ia n /  
was th e  one to  sa y  th a t  e i t h e r  Mr* Sumner o r  Mr* G a rf ie ld  
must have I t #13
In  a d d i t io n ,  G a r f ie ld  a p p a re n tly  had th e  r e p u ta t io n  o f be ing  a 
sp e ak e r  who had som ething to  say* ”He was n ever u n p rep ared , *
11Mark H opkins, TeachInga and Counsel (Hew Yorks 
C h a r le s  S c r ib n e r1 s Sons, ltJbh ), p*“ 3S0.
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commented Banka, "n e v e r  te d io u s ,  always began w ith  h is  s u b je c t  
and to o k  h is  s e a t  when he had f in is h e d * 1* ^  T h is phase o f  h is  
r e p u ta t io n  i s  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  comment from
B a tio n * o ccas io n ed  by G a rf ie ld * s  nom ination  to  th e  S e n a te . 
"G enera l G a r f ie ld  ia  one o f  th e  few R epub lican  s ta te sm en  o f  
th e  day who i s  a r e a l  o r a to r ,  and whose speeches one canno t 
e a s i l y  s k e tc h  b e fo re  he d e l iv e r s  th e m -- th a t  i s ,  he i s  n o t a  
p a r ty  h a c k , and has p e rs o n a l o p in io n s  and u t t e r s  them  . . .
A nother m a t te r  w hich i s  w orthy o f  m ention  i s  t h a t  G a r f ie ld  
en jo y ed  p r e s t i g e  among many p eo p le  as a v ery  r e l ig io u s  man.
The fo llo w in g  q u o ta t io n  from  The Am erican C h r is t ia n  Review o f 
June 22, i 860,  d e p ic ts  th e  h e ig h ts  o f  t h i s  phase o f  h i s  repu­
t a t i o n  in  some r e l ig io u s  c i r c l e s .
We a re  g la d  to  re c o rd  th e  f a c t  t h a t ,  b e s id e s  b e in g  a s ta te sm an  
o f  acknow ledged a b i l i t y ,  h is  p r iv a te  l i f e  has been p u re , and 
t h a t  h i s  C h r is t ia n  c h a r a c te r  i s  w ith o u t a s t a i n .  I f  th e  Demo­
c r a t i c  p a r ty  s h a l l  nom inate a man f o r  the  same e x a lte d  p o s i ­
t i o n ,  b e a r in g  a s  c le a n  a r e c o rd  in  m orals and s o b r ie ty  as th a t  
o f  G a r f ie ld ,  th e  R a tio n  may w e ll have cause to  r e j o i c e .  We 
have known . . .  him as an humble C h r is t ia n ,  u n p re te n tio u s  in  
h is  p ro fe s s io n ,  magnanimous and l i b e r a l  h e a r te d ,  h o n e s t, f a i t h ­
f u l ,  and p h i la n th r o p ic ,  w ith  a head and h e a r t  read y  to  s e rv e  
in  th e  hum blest cause  o f  hum an ity . The l a s t  tim e we were in  
W ashington C ity  we found him te a c h in g  a B ib le  c la s s  in  th e  
Sunday sch o o l o f  a v e ry  obscu re  ch u rch . We have spoken th e se  
few words in  p r a i s e  . . .  / o f  G a r f i e ld /  as a C h r is t ia n  c i t i z e n ,  
and n o t  as a p o l i t i c i a n .  . . .  I t  does n o t b e lo n g  to  th e  
c h a r a c te r  o f  th e  Review to  speak o f  h is  p o l i t i c s  o r  h is  p o l i ­
t i c a l  creed .3-6
^Theodore C la rk e  S m ith , The L ife  and L e t te r s  o f  James 
Abram G a r f ie ld  (New Havens Y ale ??niv©ra i t y  T r e s s ,  1925T, ~2T, 737•
^ T h e  R a tio n . January  3 , 1880.
^ Q u o te d  by 0 .  A. H in sd a le , L ife  and C h a ra c te r  o f  James 
A. G a rf ie ld *  (Pam phlet r e f e r r e d  to  in  footnofee l2  o f  t h i s  
c h a p te r ) *
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Such a r e p u ta t io n  In  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  America was a p r o f i t ­
a b le  a s s e t  f o r  an  o ra to r*
T here I s  one q u e s tio n  co n cern in g  G arfield*®  r e p u ta t io n  
t h a t  sh o u ld  b e  c o n s id e re d  by the  c r i t i c *  Xt I s  t h i s :  What
e f f e c t  d id  th e  s c a n d a ls  w ith  w hich G arfie ld *  s name was con— 
n e c te d  have on h is  r e p u ta t io n  o r  e th ic a l  p ro o f?  The fo llo w ­
in g  p a rag ra p h s  a re  n o t in te n d e d  to  e s t a b l i s h  G srfie ld * a  g u i l t  
o r  innocence  in  th e s e  s c a n d a ls ,  no r to  g iv e  an e la b o ra te  d i s ­
c u s s io n  o f  th e se  c h a rg e s , b u t o n ly  to  answ er th e  q u e s tio n  o f  
what e f f e c t  th e  sc a n d a ls  had on h is  e t h i c a l  appeal*
The c r i t i c i s m  a g a in s t  G a r f ie ld  In  th e  e ig h te e n -s e v e n tie s  
c e n te re d  around  th e s e  fo u r  f a c t o r s :  h is  p a r t  in  th e  ex  part®
M illig a n  c a se  o f  l 86i |,  th e  C re d i t  M o b llie r  a f f a i r ,  th e  " S a la ry  
G ra b ,“ and th e  De G o lly e r  pavement scandal**^  A f te r  t e s t i f y ­
in g  b e fo re  a  c o n g re s s io n a l com m ittee in v e s t ig a t in g  th e  C re d it 
M o b llie r  s c a n d a l ,  G a r f ie ld  c o n fid e d  in  h is  J o u rn a l:
I  am to o  p roud  to  co n fe ss  to  any b u t  my own in tim a te  f r ie n d s  
how d e e p ly  t h i s  whole m a tte r  has g r ie v e d  me* IShile X d id  
n o th in g  in  re g a rd  to  i t  th a t  can  be c o n s tru c te d  in to  any a c t  
o f  Im p ro p rie ty  (much l e s s  o f  c o r r u p t io n ) ,  I  have s t i l l  s a id  
from  th e  s t a r t  t h a t  th e  show o f  th e  cu rse d  th in g  would c l in g  
to  my name f o r  many y ea rs*  X b e l ie v e  t h a t  my s ta te m e n t was 
re g a rd e d  as c l e a r  and conclusive*^®
G a r f i e ld , s p rophecy  t h a t  th e  C re d it  M o b llie r a f f a i r  would c l in g  
to  h i s  name f o r  many y e a rs  was to  prove c o r r e c t ,  b u t h i s  b e l i e f  
th a t  th e  te s tim o n y  b e fo re  th e  com m ittee was co n c lu s iv e  proved
17rP or an e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  background to  
th e  sc a n d a ls  se e  S m ith , I I .
18 Journal (January 1I4., 1 0 7 3 ).
wrong* He was fo rc ed  to  c a rry  th e  f i g h t  to  th e  p eo p le  and 
answ er i s  d e t a i l  s o t  o n ly  th e  C re d i t  M o b llie r  charge , b u t th e  
e th e r  th r e e  a lso *  These scan d a ls  mad© I t  n e c e ssa ry  f o r  G&r- 
f i e l d  t o  f i g h t  on th e  p la tfo rm  f o r  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e *
I t  may n o t be p o s s ib le  to  sa y  to  what e x te n t  th e se  sc an d a ls  
damaged th e  e t h i c a l  ap p ea l o f  th e  Ohio congressm an, b u t some 
o b s e rv a tio n s  can be made and from  them a re a s o n a b le  co n c lu s io n  
drawn* In  1872, b e fo re  th e s e  sc a n d a ls  b ro k e , G a r f ie ld  was 
e le c te d  to  C ongress in  h is  d i s t r i c t  by a m a jo r ity  o f e lev en  
thousand* However, a t  th e  n e x t e l e c t io n ,  a f t e r  th e  scan d a ls  
w ere known, h i s  m a jo r ity  was reduced  to  le s s  th a n  th re e  th o u s­
and. Of c o u rse , X87I4. was a y e a r  o f  p an ic  and th e  R epublican  
P a r ty  l o s t  c o n t ro l  o f  th e  House* Hence G a r f ie ld 1® r e l a t i v e l y  
p o o r shew ing in  h is  d i s t r i c t  can n o t be blamed e n t i r e l y  on 
th e  sc an d a ls*  G a r f ie ld  d id  soon re g a in  h is  fo rm er s ta n d in g  
in  th e  Ohio 19 th  D i s t r i c t ,  and he a g a in  c a r r ie d  i t  by  v a s t 
m a jo r i t i e s  in  1876 and 1878*
The f a c t  t h a t  G a r f ie ld  was n ev er d e fe a te d  in  h is  home 
d i s t r i c t ,  was s e n t  to  th e  U nited  S ta te s  S en a te , and l a t e r  
e le c te d  to  th e  P re s id en c y  o f  the U nited  S ta te s  c o n s t i tu te s  
p ro o f  t h a t  he won th e  b a t t l e  to  m a in ta in  h is  e t h i c a l  s ta n d in g  
among th e  people*  And th e  f a c t s  a ls o  w arran t the  c o n c lu s io n  
t h a t  th e  s c a n d a ls ,  w h ile  d o u b tle s s  a f f e c t in g  a d v e rse ly  h is  
r e p u ta t io n  w ith  some p e o p le , d id  n o t s ig n i f i c a n t ly  im pair h is  
e t h i c a l  ap p ea l*  I t  m ight be added, in c id e n ta l ly ,  t h a t  th e  
f a c t  t h a t  he r e g a in e d , o r  m a in ta in ed  th e  con fid en ce  o f  th e  
p eo p le  in  view o f  th e se  sc an d a ls  Is  c o r ro b o ra tio n  o f  th e
135
con tem porary  te s tim o n y  t h a t  G a r f ie ld  was an o u ts te n d in g  speaker*
In te l l ig e n c e *  G a r f ie ld  mad© us© o f e t h i c a l  appeal in  p e r -  
s u a s io n  by h av in g  hi® speeches r e v e a l  him a s  a  man o f  i n t e l l i ­
gence* There a re  fo u r  ways in  w hich he accom plished  th e  ta s k  
o f  p r e s e n t in g  h im s e lf  th ro u g h  h is  speeches as a man o f  i n t e l l i ­
gence*
F i r s t ,  he e s ta b l i s h e d  th e  im p ressio n  o f h is  s a g a c i ty  by
th e  manner in  w hich he h an d led  sp eech  m a te r ia ls *  The Aimed*
A* B ooth  ad d re ss  i s  an  example* G a r f ie ld  had a  w ea lth  o f
m a te r ia l  f o r  t h i s  a d d re s s , as  i s  c l e a r ly  shown In  h is  d ia ry
19acco u n t ©f th e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  th e  speech* Be s i f t e d  t h i s  
m a te r ia l  and p re s e n te d  I t  in  c a r e fu l  arrangem ent, making s k i l l ­
f u l  u se  o f  th e  f i r s t  hand In fo rm a tio n  he had reco rd ed  y e a rs  
b e fo re  In  h la  J o u rn a l* He k ep t th e  speech  m arching tow ard th e  
g o a l ,  r e f r a in e d  from  u s in g  ex tran eo u s  m a tte r ,  and m a in ta in ed  
u n i ty  and coherence  In  developm ent* On© cannot s tu d y  the  
speech  w ith o u t n o tin g  t h a t  th e  s k i l l f u l  h an d lin g  o f  th e  speech  
m a te r ia l s  su g g e s ts  th e  i n t e l l e c t u a l  I n t e g r i t y  and s a g a c i ty  o f  
th e  speaker*
P ro b ab ly  no o th e r  speeches i l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  p o in t quit©  so 
w e ll  as th o se  d e a lin g  in  th e  co m p lica ted  q u e s tio n s  o f  fin an ce*  
For exam ple, G a r f ie ld  d e a l t  in  h i s  sp eech , ** Proposed Repeal o f  
o f  th e  Resum ption I*aw,B2^ w ith  an enormous amount o f  f a c ta  and
^ J o u r n a l  {See May 5 to  June 22 o f  1876)*
20Burke A* H in sd a le , ed# , The Works o f James Abram 
G a r f i e l d  (B oston : James R* Osgood and Company . " !  883 )7  I  * lj-90 •
( r e f e r r e d  to  h e r e a f t e r  a s  Works)
136
f ig u re s *  R e g a rd le ss  o f  how much one m ight d is a g re e  w ith  th e  
view s p r e s e n te d ,  one can n o t charge t h a t  G a r f ie ld fs id e a s  o r  
s t a t i s t i c s  were hand led  v ag u e ly  o r  u n s k i l l f u l ly #  He p o s­
s e s s e d  a  rem ark ab le  a b i l i t y  to  m a rs h a ll ,  o rd e r  and c l e a r ly  
p r e s e n t  s t a t i s t i c s ,  and th e re b y  proved  h im s e lf  a man o f  i n ­
te l l ig e n c e *
Second, h i s  speeches re v e a le d  tho roughness o f  p re p a ra t io n  
on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  sp e a k e r  and b road  f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  th e  
is s u e s  o f  th e  day* G a r f ie ld  on o ccas io n  d i r e c t l y  su g g ested  
th e  com pleteness o f  h i s  p re p a ra t io n *  For example ,  in  speak­
in g  on th e  ap p o in tm en t o f  an E le c te e !  Commission, he r e f e r r e d  
to  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n a l  C onvention  and s a id ;  nX have many tim e s ,
and r e c e n t ly  v ery  c a r e f u l ly ,  gone th ro u g h  a l l  th e  r e c o r d  th a t
21a re  l e f t  to  us o f  t h a t  g r e a t  t r a n s a c t i o n . ’1 Thus he i n t i ­
m ated to  h i s  au d ien ce  th a t  he was ab le  to  d is c u s s  i n t e l l i g e n t l y
th e  o p in io n  o f  th e  f a th e r s  o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  on how th e  exe-
22c u t iv e  sh o u ld  be  chosen* F o llow ing  a re  o th e r  examples s
I  have tak en  th e  p a in s  to  examine the  C o n s ti tu t io n s  o f  a l l  the  
S ta te s  o f  th e  H nion. * . • In  t h i r t y  o f  th e  th i r ty - s e v e n  
S t a t e s ,  th e  a c t  o f  opening  th e  v o te s  and co u n tin g  and d e c la r ­
in g  them Is  d e f i n i t e l y  and a b s o lu te ly  d e s c r ib e d  in  t h e i r  Con­
s t i t u t i o n s  as an e x e c u tiv e  a c t *23
I  sake t h i s  l a s t  s ta te m e n t w ith o u t f e a r  o f  c o n t r a d ic t io n ,  be­
cause I  have c a r e f u l ly  examined th e  l i s t  o f  i l l u s t r i o u s  names
22 I b id *
*^Ibid». I I ,  li2lj. (Speech delivered in the House of
R ep resen ta tiv es, January 2$, 1877)*
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and  th e  re c o rd s  th a t  th ey  have l e f t  b eh in d  thesa.^*
I  w i l l  say  to  th e  gen tlem en from  M issouri*  t h a t ,  n o t o n ly  y e a rs -  
ago , b u t  a g a in  re c e n tly *  I  have gone th ro u g h  th e  r e p o r t s ,  . *
I  have r e a d  th e  r e p o r t  in  f u l l  and th e re  i s  n o t a word in  i t  
t h a t  a t t r i b u t e s  any p a r t  o f  th e  d i s t r e s s  to  th e  resum ption  a c t  
o f  1619. .  .  .2 6
The I s s u e s  su g g e s ted  in  th e  t i t l e s  o f  th e  e ig h te e n  speeches 
b a s ic  to  t h i s  s tu d y  r e v e a l  t h a t  G a r f ie ld  spoke on a l l  o f  th e  
m ajor p o l i t i c a l  is s u e s  o f  h i s  d ay . His stump speeches re v e a le d  
g r e a t  f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  the  q u e s tio n s  o f  p o l i t i c a l  s ig n i f ic a n c e  
b e fo re  th e  A m erican p eo p le  in  th e  l a t e  e ig h te e n  s e v e n t ie s ,  
th e s e  q u e s tio n s  in c lu d es  amnesty* e l e c t io n  law s, re su m p tio n , 
t a r i f f ,  th e  E le c to r a l  Commission, n a t io n a l  b an k s , S ta te s  r i g h t s ,  
and Union tro o p s  a t  th e  p o l ls *  A cquain tance w ith  th e s e  c u r re n t  
is s u e s  and th o ro u g h n ess  o f  p r e p a ra t io n  prom oted in  h is  aud ience  
in c re a s e d  r e s p e c t  f o r  h i s  i n t e l l i g e n c e .
T h ird , G a r f ie ld  behaved w ith  t a c t  and m o d era tio n  when he 
spoke , and th u s  d em o n stra ted  h im se lf  to  be a man o f  I n t e l l i *  
gen ee . S e v e ra l o f  h i s  speeches as c i t e d  h e re  I l l u s t r a t e  t h i s  
p o in t*
The sp eech  on "Amnesty® i s  an example o f  h i s  use o f  t a c t .  
The F o u r te e n th  Amendment to  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  had imposed c i v i l  
d i s a b i l i t i e s  on some o f  th e  c i t i z e n s  who had p a r t i c ip a t e d  in  th e  
w ar, and n a tu r a l l y  any d is c u s s io n  in v o lv in g  th e  r e c e n t  c o n f l i c t
Works. I I ,  i4.9i~l4.92 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House o f  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e a ,  November 16,  I d ? ? ) •
2^W orks, I I ,  lj.9iw
2^Works, I I ,  501*
to* l i k e l y  t o  become a p a s s io n a te  and b i t t e r  one* In  t h i s  
sp e e c h  G a r f ie ld  s a id t
L e t me say  In  th e  o u t s e t  t h a t ,  so  f a r  as I  am p e r s o n a l ly  con­
c e rn e d , I  have n ev e r v o ted  a g a in s t  any p ro p o s i t io n  to  g ra n t 
am nesty to  any human b e in g  who has asked  fo r  I t  a t  th e  b a r  o f  
th e  House* F u rth e rm o re , I  ap p ea l to  gen tlem en on th e  o th e r  
s id e  who have b een  w ith  me in  t h i s  h a l l  many y e a r s ,  w hether 
a t  any tim e th ey  have found me tru c u le n t  In  s p i r i t ,  unkind  
in  to n e  o r  f e e l i n g ,  tow ard th o se  who fo u g h t a g a in s t  u s  in  th e  
l a t e  war*2 *
A gain the  c o n c lu s io n  o f  the speech  r e i t e r a t e s  th e  n o te  o f  
t a c t  and m o d era tio n  he had sounded in  the b e g in n in g .
And now, Hr* S p eak er, I  c lo s e  a s  I  began* Toward th o se  
men who g a l l a n t l y  fo u g h t us on th e  f i e l d ,  I  c h e r is h  th e  k in d ­
e s t  f e e l in g *  I  f e e l  a s in c e r e  re v e re n c e  f o r  th e  s o ld i e r ly  
q u a l i t i e s  th ey  d isp la y e d  on many a w e ll- fo u g h t b a t t l e - f i e l d *  »
X hope th e  day w i l l  come when t h e i r  swords and o u rs  w i l l  be 
c ro s se d  o v e r  many a  doorway o f  our c h i ld r e n ,  who w i l l  remember 
w ith  p r id e  th e  g lo ry  o f  t h e i r  a n c e s to rs*  The h ig h  q u a l i t i e s  
d is p la y e d  in  th a t  c o n f l i c t  now b e lo n g  to  th e  whole n a tio n * 2®
The sp eech  was d e f i n i t e l y  a  p o l i t i c a l  speech  in  which G a r f ie ld
waved " th e  b lo o d y  s h i r t , "  b u t  I t  was f r e e  from v i tu p e r a t io n  and
p e rs o n a l In v e c tiv e *  Thus, by d e p o r tin g  h im s e lf  w ith  t a c t  and
m odera tio n  o f  to n e ,  G a r f ie ld  su g g es ted  to  h is  a u d i to r s  t h a t  he
was a  man o f  in te l l ig e n c e *
F o u r th , G a r f ie ld  h e lp ed  to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  Im pression  o f  
s a g a c i ty  by  d is p la y in g  a sen se  o f  good ta s te *  Judging from  the 
ev id en ce  a v a ila b le ,  G a r f ie ld  was a t a l k a t i v e ,  g e n ia l ,  good- 
n a tu re d  e x tro v e r t*  Y e t, th e re  was a n a t iv e  d ig n i ty  and a keen 
sen se  o f  p r o p r ie ty  v ery  d e f i n i t e l y  r e f l e c t e d  in  h is  speeches*
27
Works.  I I ,  222 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  the  House o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , January  12 , 1876)*
2 8 VYork» . 353 (Speech delivered in  the House of
R ep resen ta tiv es , August 4 , 1 8 7 6 ) .
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One search®* i s  v a in  to  f in d  exam ples, s t o r ie s ,  or i l lu s t r a -  
t io n s  in  the G arfie ld  speeches that e x h ib it  a sen se  o f  poor 
ta s te *  On the o th er  hand, there are in c id en ts  wttieh denote  
h is  sen se  o f  p rop riety*
For exam ple, G a rfie ld  re fra in ed  from d isc u ss in g  contro­
v e r s ia l  m atters when he spoke on n o n -p o lit ic a l  occasions* On 
February 1 7 , 1879, he spoke b r ie f ly  in  the House on the reso ­
lu t io n  ex p ress in g  the Housevs sorrow for  the death o f Gustave
S ch le ich er*  G arfie ld  s ta te d :  WI would say nothing th a t has
> 29
even th e  appearance o f  con troversy  on th is  occasion *” This 
same sen se  o f  decorum i s  a ls o  observed in  h is  b r ie f  sp eech es, 
"henry H* S tarkw eather," "John Winthrop and Samuel Adams,® 
"Lincoln and E m ancipation,* and "Joseph Henry*1* ^
In summary, G arfie ld  helped to  create  the im pression that 
he was a man o f  in t e l l ig e n c e  in  h is  speeches by: (1 ) handling
h is  speech  m a ter ia ls  in  a s k i l l f u l  manner? (2 ) r ev ea lin g  a 
thoroughness o f  p rep aration  and broadness o f  fa m il ia r ity  w ith  
the is s u e s  o f  h is  day; (3 ) a c tin g  w ith  diplomacy and modera­
t io n ;  and (If.) d isp la y in g  a sen se  o f  decorum and propriety*
C haracter. The second component o f  e t h ic a l  proof l i s t e d  
by A r is to t le  i s  character* The q u estio n  that i s  o f in te r e s t  
here i s :  How did  the speeches o f  G arfie ld  focus a tte n t io n
29Works * I I ,  6 3 $ (D elivered  in  the House o f Repr©- 
s e n t a t iv e s ,  February 17, 18?9)*
•̂ Works * I I ,  266, 3 8 8 ,  535, 627* (Each one o f  th ese  
speeches d e liv e re d  in  the House o f  R ep resen tatives -  the  
dates in  th e order l i s t e d  are February 2^, l 8 ?6 , December 19# 
1 8 7 6 ,  February 12 , 1 8 7 8 ,  and January 16, 1879)*
lltf)
upon th e  u p r ig h tn e s s  o t  h is  c h a ra c te r?  The method o f  d i r e c t  
s ta te m e n t in  w hich he c la im ed  to  be a man o f  c h a ra c te r  was ex­
c e p t io n a l  in  h i s  speeches betw een 1876 and i 860* f o r  he g en er­
a l l y  fo cu se d  a t t e n t i o n  on th e  p r o b i ty  o f  h i s  c h a ra c te r  by more 
i n d i r e c t  means*
The d e v ic e  by w hich he d i r e c te d  a t t e n t io n  to  h o nesty  o f  
c h a r a c te r  was th e  a s s o c ia t io n  o f  h im s e lf  and h i s  cause w ith  
th e  n o b le , th e  e le v a te d ,  and th e  good* I t  I s  e v id e n t ,  f o r  
example* in  th e  F a n e u il H a ll  sp eech  t h a t  G a r f ie ld  a s s o c ia te d  
h im s e lf  and th o se  who ag reed  w ith  him on th e  m a tte r  o f  f in a n c e  
w ith  th e  lo y a l  and p a t r i o t i c  c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  country*
She p a t r i o t i c  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h i s  r e p u b l ic  e n l i s t e d  fo r  th e  whole 
w ar*—e n l i s t e d  to  se rv e  t i l l  a l l  i t s  a c ts  sh o u ld  end; th ey  
e n l i s t e d  f o r  th e  war o f  arm s, f o r  th e  w ar o f r e c o n s tru c t io n ,  
f o r  th e  war o f  d ip lom acy; and th e y  w i l l  n o t d e s e r t ,  o r  be 
m aste red  o u t ,  u n t i l  th e  w ar o f  f in a n c e  i s  f u l l y  s e t t l e d  In  
harmony w ith  th e  honor o f  th e  n a t io n  and th e  h ig h e s t  and b e s t
I n t e r e s t s  o f  th e  Am erican p e o p le*31
L a te r  i n  t h i s  sp eech  he s a ld s
71ms, f a r ,  f e l l o w - c i t i z e n s ,  we have gone on in  honor; b u t we 
remember one u n f u l f i l l e d  p ledge*  We remember th a t  ev e ry  n o te
o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  t h a t  c i r c u la t e s  as money i s  a prom ise to
pay in  th e  c o in  o f  th e  C o n s titu t io n *  We remember th a t  every  
n o te  c a r r i e s  on i t s  face  th e  p led g e  o f  th e  n a t io n 1 s honor*
We se ek  to  keep th e  p ledge and redeem  th e  prom ise* A ll the  
f in a n c e  o f  th e  p e r io d  Is  summed up in  th e  p re s e n t  o v erm aster­
ing  d u ty  to  resum e s p e c ie  payments and keep th e  prom ise *3^
G a r f ie ld  th u s  a s s o c ia te d  h im s e lf  and h is  cause w ith  th e  honor,
i n t e g r i t y ,  and f a i t h  o f  th e  n a tio n *  In  h is  "Proposed R epeal
d e l iv e re d  In  F an e u il H a l l ,
3 fforka. I I ,  593-594 .
o f  th e  Resum ption Law* *The Sew Scheme o f  American F in* 
an c e* a»d "S uspension  and Resum ption o f S p ecie  Paym ents, "35 
w hich a re  a l l  m ajo r speeches d e a lin g  w ith  th e  f in a n c ia l  ques­
t i o n s ,  he a l ig n e d  h is  p o s i t io n  w ith  the  honor and f a i t h  o f  th e  
U n ited  S ta te s *  When d is c u s s in g  th e  same q u e s tio n s  in  h is  cam­
p a ig n  speeches betw een 18?6 and l880  he used th e  same te c h ­
n ique*
In  th e  speech  opposing  th e  appointm ent o f  an E le c to r a l  
Commission in  1876* G a r f ie ld  answ ered th e  t h r e a t  o f  a c i v i l  
war and to o k  a s ta n d  w ith  what he p ic tu re d  th e  w orthy &&d 
courageous answ er to  th e  th re a t*
We have b een  to ld  to -d a y , in  t h i s  chamber, t h a t  th e re  
la  danger o f  c i v i l  w ar I f  th e  b i l l  does n o t pass*  X am 
amazed a t  th e  f o l l y  w hleh cou ld  u se  such a su g g e s tio n  as
an argum ent in  fa v o r  o f  t h i s  o r  any measure* The Senate
a t Rome n ev e r  d e l ib e r a te d  a moment a f t e r  th e  f la g  which 
f lo a te d  on th e  J a n ic u lu a  was h au led  down* That f la g  was 
th e  s ig n  th a t  no enemy o f  Rome, b re a th in g  h o t th r e a ts  o f  
w ar, had  e n te re d  th e  s a c re d  p r e c in c ts  o f  th e  c i t y ;  and 
when i t  was s t r u c k ,  th e  S enate  s a t  no lon g er*  The r e p ly  
to  w ar i s  n o t w ords, b u t swords* When you t e l l  me th a t  
c i v i l  war i s  th re a te n e d  by any p a r ty  o r  S ta te  in  t h i s  
r e p u b l ic ,  you have g iv en  me a supreme re a so n  why an 
American Congress sh o u ld  r e f u s e ,  w ith  u n u t te r a b le  sc o rn , 
to  l i s t e n  to  th o s e  who th r e a te n ,  o r  to  do any a c t  w hatever 
under th e  c o e rc io n  o f  t h r e a t s  by any power on the  ea rth *
With a l l  my s o u l X d e s p ise  your t h r e a t  o f c i v i l  w ar, come 
i t  from  w hat q u a r te r  o r  what p a r ty  i t  may* Brave men, 
c e r t a in ly  a b ra v e  n a t io n ,  w i l l  do n o th in g  under such  com­
p u ls io n *  We a re  in t r u s t e d  w ith  th e  work of obeying and
^ W o r k s ,  I I ,  lt .9 0 -5 0 9  (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House 
o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  November 16, 1877)*
^ S s s M t  XI, 510*528 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House 
o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  March 6 ,  1878)*
^Works, I I ,  6 0 9 * 6 2 6  (Speech delivered at Chicago,
January 2 , X8/9)*
d e fe n d in g  th e  C o n s ti tu t io n *  I  w i l l  n o t b® d e te r re d  from  obey­
in g  i t ,  b ecau se  somebody th r e a te n s  to  d e s tro y  i t*  I  d ism iss  
a l l  t h a t  c l a s s  o f  m otives as unw orthy o f  Americans* On t h i s  
o c c a s io n , a s  on a l l  o th e r s ,  l e t  us seek  on ly  th a t  which i s  
w orthy  o f  o u rs e lv e s  and o f  o u r g r e a t  c o u n try # ^
In  ”The Wood T a r i f f  B i l l ,®  G a r f ie ld  a lig n e d  h im s e lf  on 
th e  s id e  o f  u n s e lf i s h n e s s  and broadm indedness by d e c la r in g  
t h a t  he  had  no sympathy w ith  th o se  who approached th e  Q uestion  
o f  a t a r i f f  “from th e  s ta n d p o in t  o f  t h e i r  own l o c a l ,  s e l f i s h  
in te r e s t* *  Be d e c la re d !
When a man comes to  me and s a y s ,  “P ut a p ro h ib i to ry  du ty  on 
the f o re ig n  a r t i c l e  which com petes w ith  my p ro d u c t, th a t  I  
»ay g e t  r i c h  more ra p id ly ,®  he does n o t e x c i te  my sym pathy, 
b u t  r e p e ls  me; and when a n o th e r  s a y s , “Give no p r o te c t io n  
to  th e  m an u fac tu rin g  in d u s t r i e s ,  f o r  I  am no t a m an u fac tu re r 
and do n o t c a re  to  have them su s ta in e d ,®  X say  t h a t  h® too 
i s  e q u a lly  m ercenary and u n p a t r io t ic *  • • * I f  we were to  
a c t  in  t h i s  s p i r i t  o f  narrow  i s o l a t i o n  w© shou ld  be u n f i t  
f o r  th e  n a t io n a l  p o s i t io n s  we occupy*
Too much o f  o u r t a r i f f  d is c u s s io n  has been  warped by 
narrow  end s e c t io n a l  c o n s id e r a t io n s *37
Such s ta te m e n ts  In  h is  speeches as ttHo w orthy man f e a r s  th© 
t r u t h ,* 30 and “ I  have been  t r y in g  to  g e t  a t  th e  t r u t h  as w e ll 
as I  m ig h t,"  in d ic a te  t h a t  th e  sp e ak e r was anx ious fo r  h is  
aud ience  to  p la c e  him in  the  ran k s o f  t r u t h  and v ir tu e #
A second manner in  which G a r f ie ld  In  h is  speeches enhanced
^ W o rk a , I I ,  I4.O9 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House o f  
B e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  January  2 5 , 18?7)*
37Works, XI, 562-563 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House 
o f  B e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  June q., 1870)*
38
Works, I I ,  563 (Speech d e l iv e re d  b e fo re  th e  Ohio 
E d i to r i a l  A ss o c ia tio n , C le v e lan d , Ohio, Ju ly  11, 1878)#
^Worka. I I ,  605 (Speech delivered in Faneuil H all,
Boston, September 10, I8 7 8 )#
lk$
h la  e t h i c a l  ap p ea l was the  a s s o c ia t io n  o f  h is  opponent w ith
th e  d ish o n o ra b le  and the  u n v lr tu o u s . F or exam ple, in  th e
a d d re s s , “O bedience to  Law th e  F i r s t  Duty o f  C o n g ress ,"  h©
lin k e d  h i s  opponents w ith  th e  d ish o n o rab le*
* • • a R e p re s e n ta t iv e , sp eak in g  f o r  th e  D em ocratic p a r ty  in  
t h i s  House, * .  . r i s e s  in  h ia  p la c e  and d e c la re s  th a t  th e  
D em ocratic p a r ty  w i l l  n o t execu te  t h a t  law n o r p e rm it i t  be 
obeyed* £kn  e l e c t i o n  law s tro n g ly  opposed by D em ocrats/. We 
who a re  th e  sworn law -m akers o f  th e  n a t io n ,  and ought to  be 
exam ples o f  r e s p e c t  f o r  and obed iences to  the  law • * * we 
a re  now in v i t e d  to  become conspicuous le a d e rs  in  the v io la *  
t io n  o f  th e  law . My co lle a g u e  announces th i s  purpose to  
b re a k  th e  law , and in v i te s  Congress to  fo llo w  him in  h i s  
a s s a u l t  upon it» n £
h a te r  in  th e  speech  he s a id :
Where th e  law speaks in  m andatory term s to  everybody els© 
and th en  to  me, X sh o u ld  deem i t  cow ardly and d ish o n o rab le  
i f  I  sk u lk ed  b eh in d  my l e g i s l a t i v e  p r iv i l e g e  f o r  th e  p u r-  
* d iso b e y in g  and b re a k in g  th e  supreme law o f  the
He thus connected  h is  opponents w ith  th e  d ish o n o r a s s o c ia te d  
w ith  d i s r e p e c t  fo r  law and o rder*
The c o n c lu s io n  o f  G a r f i e ld ^  sp eech , "Honest Money," 
se rv e s  as a n o th e r  example o f  t h i s  te c h n iq u e . MW© b e l ie v e ,"  
he d e c la re d , " th e  h e a r t s  o f  t ru e  Americans everyw here w i l l  
respond  to  th e  r i g h t ,  when th e y  know th e  r i g h t . "  He then
But to  th e  d is tu r b e r s  o f  law , to  th o se  who would b re a k  th e  
peace o f  t h i s  r e p u b l ic ,  to  th o se  who would co n v ert i t  in to  
a huge an a rc h y , we say th e  t r u e  men o f  t h i s  Union, who pu t 
down r e b e l l i o n  in  one p la c e ,  w i l l  p u t r e b e l l io n  down in
added:
o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  March 1?, 1860).
Works. I I .  72^-726 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  the house
^ W orka. X I, 7 2 7 .
lW*.
every  p lac© *^
l a  t h i s  way* he a s s o c ia te d  th o se  who opposed "h o n est money" 
w ith  b re a k e rs  o f  th e  p eace , an a rch y , and r e b e l l i o n .
A t h i r d  f a c t o r  in  th e  G a r f ie ld  speeches w hich re v e a ls  
th e  sp e a k e r  as a man o f  c h a ra c te r  was h is  s in c e r i ty *  There 
a re  v a r io u s  s ta te m e n ts  in  h ia  a d d re sse s  w hich In d ic a te  com-* 
p le te  s in c e r i ty *  For exam ple, in  h is  sp e ech , "R evo lu tion  in  
Congress,®  h© d e c la re d :  *• « « no view I  have ev e r tak en  has
e n te re d  more d eep ly  and more s e r io u s ly  in to  my c o n v ic tio n  
than  t h i s  • * • G a rfie ld * s  c o n c lu s io n  to  a speech oc­
cas io n ed  by th e  p r e s e n ta t io n  to  Congress o f  th e  C arp en ter 
p a in t in g  on th e  E m ancipation  P ro c lam a tio n , is  an o th e r ex- 
maple o f  the  s i n c e r i t y  and e a rn e s tn e s s  w hich c h a ra c te r iz e d  
many, o f  h is  s ta tem en ts*
With re v e re n c e  and p a t r i o t i c  lo v e , th e  a r t i s t  accom­
p lis h e d  h is  work; w ith  p a t r i o t i c  love and r e v e re n t  f a i t h ,  
the  donor p re s e n ts  i t  to  th e  n a tio n *  In  the  s p i r i t  o f  b o th , 
l e t  th e  r e u n i te d  n a t io n  re c e iv e  i t  and c h e r is h  I t  fo rev er* W
In  th e  speech  opposing  th e  c r e a t io n  o f th e  E le c to r a l
Commission, G a r f ie ld  s k i l l f u l l y  in d ic a te d  h is  s in c e r i ty *
I t  would be unbecoming * • • to  oppose th i s  b i l l  on mere te c h ­
n ic a l  o r  t r i f l i n g  grounds • • • • I  do no t w ish  to  d im in ish  
th e  s t a t u r e  o f  my a n ta g o n is t ;  I  do no t w ish  to  u n dervalue  the  
p o in ts  p f  s t r e n g th  In  a m easure b e fo re  I  q u e s tio n  i t s  p ro ­
p r i e t y * ^
^ Works» I I ,  608 (A ddress d e l iv e re d  In  F a n e u il H a ll , 
B oston , Septem ber 10, I 876}.
^ Worka, I I ,  658 (Speech d e l iv e r e d  in  th e  House o f  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  March 29, 1 8 7 9 ).,
^ W o rk s . XI, £1*2 (A ddress d e l iv e re d  in  the  H all o f  the 
House o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s , F ebruary  12, 1878)*
^  Works * I I ,  lj.10 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House o f
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  Jan u ary  25 , 1 8 7 7 )*
The s ta te m e n t was w e ll chosen to  p u t the  sp eak er in  a fav o r*  
a b le  l i g h t  w ith  h is  aud ience  and to  r e p re s e n t  h im se lf  as a 
man s in c e r e ly  seek in g  th e  r i g h t ,  w ith  no d e s ire  to  q u ib b le  
o v e r t e c h n i c a l i t i e s  o r  to  g a in  a v ic to ry  over h is  opponent 
f o r  th e  sake o f  se e in g  him s u f f e r  d e fea t*  In  essence he s a id  
to  h i s  a u d ie n c e , **1 am s in c e re  in  opposing th i s  b i l l  and s h a l l  
be  h o n o rab le  and f a i r  in  ray o p p o sitio n * *
£* ? •  S m alley , a contem porary o f G a r f ie ld ,  s f tid r  "But 
w hether d is c o u rs in g  to  v a s t  ou tdoor au d ien c e s , * * * o r ©x~ 
p la in in g  to  th e  House d e t a i l s  o f  an a p p ro p r ia t io n  b i l l ,  th e  
r e a l  so u rc e  o f  h is  power as an o r a to r  was h is  s in c e re  * « * 
n a tu re ,  w hich fo rc e d  peop le  to  l ik e  him and r e s p e c t  him* He 
b e l ie v e d  what he s a i d ,  and th e re fo r e  he made o th e rs  b e l i e v e * " ^  
In  summary, G a rf ie ld * s  speeches focus a t t e n t io n  on th e  
u p r ig h tn e s s  o f  h is  c h a ra c te r  by ( l )  the  a s s o c ia t io n  o f h im se lf  
and h is  cau se  w ith  the  n o b le  and th e  good, (2 ) the  a s s o c ia t io n  
o f  h i s  opponent*s p o s i t io n  w ith  th e  d ish o n o rab le  and th e  un~ 
v i r tu o u s ,  and (3 ) th e  im p ressio n  o f  genuine s in c e r i ty *  The 
ev id en ce  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  te ch n iq u e  most U3@d is  the  one 
f i r s t  named above . This f a c to r  i s  no ted  in  alm ost ©very 
speech  c o n s id e re d  in  t h i s  study*
The l a s t  component o f  e t h i c a l  p ro o f enum erated by A r i s to t le  
i s  good w il l*  G a r f ie ld  re v e a le d  h is  good w i l l  tow ards l i s t e n e r s  
by r e s p e c t ,  c o u r te s y , and f a irn e s s *
E* V. Sm alley s a id  t h a t  G a r f ie ld  "approached h is  aud iences
^ B *  V* S m alley , " C h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  P re s id e n t G a r f i e ld ,* 
C entury Magazine* XXIII (December, l 88l ) ,  172.
neither*  in  a way o f  mock d e fe re n c e  no r o f  s u p e r io r i ty ,  b u t  as 
i f  he were one o f  them  come to  t a lk  w ith  them on term s o f
f u l  re a d in g  o f  th e  G a r f ie ld  speeches c o r ro b o ra te s  t h i s  con-* 
tem porary  s ta te m e n t,  f o r  G a rf ie ld  n ev er ta lk e d  down to  h is  
audience* T his i s  t r u e  r e g a r d le s s  o f  w hether he was speak ing  
on the  f lo o r  o f  th e  House o f  R e p re se n ta tiv e s  o r  in  some r u r a l  
community on th e  W estern R eserve* The a t t i t u d e  o f 11 My d ea r 
p e o p le , you a re  v e ry  f o r tu n a te  to  be ab le  to  have me e n l ig h te n  
your ignorance,®  was w h o lly  la c k in g  in  h is  speeches* A pparen tly  
G a r f ie ld  n ev e r  m istook  nslow ness fo r  s tu p i d i ty ,  o r sm all sch o o l­
ing  fo r  ig n o ran c e* ® ^  H is a u d i to r s  were t r e a te d  as eq u a ls  and 
ad d re ssed  a s  men and women o f  I n te l l ig e n c e  w orthy  o f  the  
sp e a k e r ’ s b e s t*  In  th e  opening  s ta tem en t o f  th e  sp eech , f,The 
appointm ent o f  S p e c ia l Deputy M arshals,®  G a r f ie ld  p u t t h i s  
a t t i t u d e  in to  words when he s a id s  "We a re  equals h e re ,  each  
having  r i g h t s  e q u a l to  ev e ry  o th e r ,  and nobody having  any 
a u th o r i ty  to  b in d  any b u t h im s e lf* ”
G a r f ie ld  a l s o  re v e a le d  h is  good w il l  by h is  c o u r te sy  to  
opponents and to  th e  aud ience  in  g en e ra l*  He was ab le  to  
s t r i k e  a ba lan ce  betw een f l a t t e r y  and too  l i t t l e  p r a is e  o f  
th o se  who d is a g re e d  w ith  him . F or exam ple, in  th e  speech In
i n t e l l e c t u a l  e q u a li ty *  "^-7 The im p ress io n  g a in ed  from  a c a re -
^ W inans, p . 397 ,
•OEM* z i » 733 (Speech
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  March 1 9 ,  i860)*
g iven  in  th e  House o f
IV?
w hich he opposed th e  appoin tm ent o f th e  E le c to r a l  Commission*
he rem arkeds "Now I  would t r e a t  t h i s  b i l l  w ith  a l l  r e s p e c t ,
f o r  I  do most s in c e r e ly  r e s p e c t  th e  men who mad® i t# ® ^  In  
G a r f i e l d ^  r e p ly  to  L* Q* C* Lamar, he spoke o f  " th e  p h i lo ­
so p h ic a l  and  p a t r i o t i c  mind and h e a r t  o f  th e  gentlem en from 
M is s is s ip p i*  3 He com plim ented h is  opponent In  h is  speech
on th e  "C ounting  th e  E le c to r a l  V o te ."
Mr. Speaker* I  h a re  t r e s p a s s e d  too lo n g  upon th e  indu lgence  
o f  th e  House; b u t  I  canno t w ith h o ld  from th e  gentlem an from 
M assach u se tts  th e  t r i b u t e  o f  my a& u lra tio n  f o r  th e  e a rn e s t ­
n ess  and e loquence w ith  which he c lo se d  h ia  defence o f  t h i s  
m easure#52
T h is  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  r e s p e c t  and co u rte sy  f o r  th o se  who 
d i f f e r e d  w i th  him caught th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  an o u ts ta n d in g  
e d u c a to r , who h ea rd  G a r f ie ld  speak  on v a rio u s  occasions#  
Andrew D* W hite in  h is  au to b io g rap h y  s a id :
One th in g  which s t ru c k  me was h is  j u d i c i a l l y  f a i r  and 
even k in d ly  e s t im a te s  o f  men who d i f f e r e d  from  him# Very 
r a r e ly  d id  he speak  h a r s h ly  o r sh a rp ly  o f  any one, d i f f e r in g  
in  t h i s  g r e a t l y  from  Mr* C onk ling , who in  a l l  h i s  con v ersa­
t i o n s ,  and e s p e c i a l ly  in  one a t th e  same house n o t long 
b e fo r e ,  seemed to  c o n s id e r  men who d i f f e r e d  from  him as 
enem ies o f  th e  human r a c e . 53
Coupled w ith  c o u rte sy  tow ard h is  aud ience  and to w a rd
g°Borka. I I ,  1*29.
Works.  I I ,  373 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House o f  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  August 1*., 1 8 7 6 ) .
52« o rk a .  I I ,  J|32 (Speech d e l iv e re d  In th e  House o f  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  January 25, l8 ?7 )»
^ A utoblograohv o f  Andrew D ickson White (New Yorks 
The C en tu ry  C o ., 15?0>Tf XT TBS#
th o se  who d i f f e r e d  w ith  him was th e  im pression  in  G a r f ie ld ’ s 
sp eech es t h a t  he d e s ire d  to  be f a i r *  For exam ple, he s a id  on 
one o c c a s io n , "That I  may n o t m is re p re se n t an a n ta g o n is t ,  I  
r e a d , from  a sp eech  made in  th e  House o f R e p re se n ta tiv e s  on 
th e  2 6 th  o f  F ebruary  l a s t ,  what i s  perhaps th e  c l e a r e s t  and 
m ost i n t e l l i g i b l e  s ta te m e n t th a t  has been made o f the new 
’American System  o f  F i n a n c e * ag a £n £n d e v o lu t io n  
in  C o n g ress ,"  he s a id :  * . .  • and in  o rd e r  th a t  I  may do
e x a c t j u s t i c e ,  I  re a d  from th e  speech o f th e  d is t in g u is h e d  
S en a to r from Kentucky*
In  h i s  speech  b e fo re  th e  House on March, 18? 6, he s a id ,
“ I  am em barrassed  now, as I  was a ls o  in  Hovember, by th e  f a c t  
t h a t  th e  gen tlem an  h im s e lf  i s  n o t h e re ; f o r  I  d i s l ik e  to  
r e f e r  to  a member in  h is  absence*"^*  Thus, th e  im pression  
f o s te r e d  th a t  th e  sp eak er d e s ire d  to  be f a i r  and ju s t  con­
s t i t u t e d  an im p o rtan t a s p e c t  o f  h is  e t h i c a l  p ro o f , fo r  i t  
a id ed  and prom oted u n d e rs ta n d in g  and good w i l l  on the  p a r t  
o f  h i s  aud ience*
EM O TIO H AL PROOF
A r i s to t l e  p o in ts  o u t th a t  "p e rsu a s io n  i s  e f f e c te d  through  
th e  au d ie n c e , when th e y  a re  b ro u g h t by th e  speech in to  a s t a t e  
o f  em otion ; f o r  we g iv e  v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  d e c is io n s  under th e
Hfforks* I I ,  595 (Speech d e liv e re d  in  F a n eu il H a ll ,  
B oston , Septem ber 10 , I 078) *
^ Works» I I ,  659 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  the House o f 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  March 2 9 , 1879)*
^ W o rk a* I I ,  53*1 (Speech d e l iv e re d  In  the House o f
R e p re s e n ta tIves,  March 6 ,  1 8 7 8 )*
i i #
away o f  p a in  o r  jo y , and l i k i n g  o r h a tre d * 1̂ ?  G a r f ie ld f s 
r e l i a n c e  upon em o tio n a l p ro o f  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e v id e n t in  fo u r  
o f  th e  e ig h te e n  speeches b a s ic  to  t h i s  s tu d y , and in  h is  
"stump* speeches from 1876 to  1680* In  th e se  speeches we 
f in d  th e  em o tio n a l ap p ea l o f  th e  o ra to ry  o f  " th e  e r a  o f  the  
b lo o d y  s h i r t* *
The v a r io u s  sc an d a ls  in  th e  G rant a d m in is t r a t io n ,  
c lim axed  in  th e  s p r in g  o f  1876 w ith  the d ism is sa l o f  W* W* 
B elknap , S e c re ta ry  o f  War, a f t e r  a charge o f  b r ib e r y ,  made 
th e  ehanees o f  a R epub lican  v ic to r y  in  th e  P r e s id e n t ia l  e le c ­
t io n  lo o k  bad* The R epublican  o r a to r s  found I t  ex p ed ien t to  
d iv e r t  a t t e n t i o n  from  the c u r r e n t  i l l s  by go ing  back  beyond 
th e  sc a n d a ls  o f  th e  A d m in is tra tio n  and a ro u sin g  th e  memories 
o f  th e  l a t e  war* Thus began " th e  e ra  o f  th e  bloody s h i r t , *
In  w hich o r a to r s  made a s tro n g  em otional ap p ea l to  th e  v o te rs  
by aw akening f e e l in g s  t h a t  many no doubt had hoped were gone 
and f o r g o t te n  fo re v e r*  Ho a ttem p t i s  h e re  made to d iv id e  th e  
"bloody s h i r t *  o ra to ry  in to  ap p ea ls  to  p a t r io t i s m , h a tre d , 
p r id e ,  and revenge*  I t  Is  b e l ie v e d  th a t  t h i s  would be d iv id ­
in g  th e  in d iv i s ib l e  and would p rove a r t i f i c i a l ,  s u p e r f i c i a l ,  
and a r b i t r a r y .  For a ro u s in g  th e  memories o f  the  G iv il  War 
in v o lv ed  a com plex ity  o f  em otions* S e c t io n a l b i t t e r n e s s ,  
h a t r e d ,  p r e ju d ic e ,  p r id e ,  p a t r io t i s m , vengeance, and doubt­
l e s s  o th e r  em otions were t i e d  up w ith  th e  s t i r r i n g  and t r a g ic  
ev en ts  o f  th e  C iv il  War, and th e  o ra to ry  o f  the  "bloody s h i r t "
£7^ A r i s t o t l e ,  p . 9 .
x?o
p ro b ab ly  a ro u sed  them  a l l*
The s tu d e n t  o f  r h e to r i c  can n o t b u t re a d  th e se  ap p ea ls
w ith  r e g r e t ,  f o r  he knows w e ll  t h a t  th e  deep em otions they
s t i r r e d  were to  o u t - l iv e  the cam paigns, and th e  o ld  wounds 
o f  s e c t io n a l  b i t t e r n e s s  were n o t to  h ea l in  th e  l i f e t im e  o f 
th e  o ra to r s *  I t  m ight be n o ted  th a t  th e  b loody s h i r t  s t r a te g y  
In  t h i s  p e r io d  was e f f e c t iv e  from  th e  p a r t i s a n  p o l i t i c a l  view ­
p o in t  as th e  e l e c t io n  r e s u l t s  o f  1881 e lo q u e n tly  t e s t i f y *  
G a r f i e ld 's  sp e ech , ”A m nesty,H d e l iv e re d  In  January o f  I 876, 
v e ry  d e f i n i t e l y  belongs to  th e  e ra  o f  th e  b loody s h i r t*  He 
d e s c r ib e d  in  d e t a i l  th e  s u f f e r in g  o f  th e  Union p r is o n e rs  a t  
A n d e rso n v ille  and c a r e f u l ly  p la ce d  th e  blame on J e f fe rs o n  
Davis* He concluded  th e  speech :
I  jo in  you a l l  in  every  a s p i r a t io n  th a t  you Democrats
may ex p ress  to  s ta y  in  t h i s  U nion, to  h e a l i t s  wounds, to
In c re a s e  i t s  g lo ry ,  and to  f o rg e t  the  e v i ls  and b i t t e r n e s s e s  
o f  the p a s t ;  b u t  do n o t  f o r  th e  sake o f  th e  th re e  hundred 
thousand h e ro ic  men who, maimed and b ru is e d , d rag  ou t t h e i r  
weary l i v e s ,  many o f them  c a rry in g  in  t h e i r  h e a r ts  h o r r ib le  
memories o f  what th e y  s u f fe re d  in  th e  p r is o n -p e n ,— do no t 
ask  us to  r e s to r e  the r i g h t  to  h o ld  power to  th a t  man who 
was th e  cause o f  t h e i r  s u f f e r i n g ,—th a t man s t i l l  u n sh riv en , 
u n fo rg iv e n , undefended*5»
Thus G a r f ie ld  ap p ea le d  to  em otions d ee p -sea ted  in  the  N orthern  
h e a r t  by s t i r r i n g  memories t h a t  many had hoped were long  s in c e  
fo rg o tte n *  A ccording to  a h i s t o r i a n  o f  th e  p e rio d  th i s  speech  
was w idely  p u b lic iz e d  and proved to  be an e f f e c t iv e  campaign 
docum ent*5^
ffiorkaM I I ,  2I4.5 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House of 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  January  12, IQ76) . 
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R obert G ra n v ille  C a ld w ell, James A* G a r f ie ld . P a r ty  
C h ie f ta in  (Hew Torks Dodd, Mead, & Corapany7 1931 )# p« 2I4.7*
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In  A ugust o f  1876, L . Q* Gm Lamar made a speech  in  Congress 
in  w hich  he v e ry  ab ly  p lead ed  f o r  h o n es t government* He d i s ­
cu ssed  b r i e f l y  th e  sc a n d a ls  o f  th e  G rant A d m in is tra tio n , bu t 
e s p e c i a l ly  co n s id e re d  th e  s t a t e  governm ents of th e  R eco n stru c t 
t io n  fe r io d *  G a r f ie ld  answered t h i s  ad d re ss  w ith  a speech  
e n t i t l e d  **The D em ocratic F a r ty  and th e  Government*11 He went 
back  beyond th e  l a s t  decade o f scan d a l d is c u s se d  by th e  e lo ­
q u en t congressm an from  M is s is s ip p i  and r e c a l le d  f o r  h i s  a u d i­
ence th e  p e r io d  o f  th e  C iv i l  War, an e ra  no doubt n e a re r  th e  
h e a r t  o f  th e  H orthern  v o te rs  and one on which th ey  had deeper 
f e e l in g s *  F o r example he s a id :
You / t h e  S ou tb^  th o u g h t us c o ld , slow , l e th a r g ic ;  and in  some
re s p e c ts  we are*  There a re  some d if fe re n c e s  betw een us th a t
s p r in g  from  o r ig in  and in f lu e n c e s  o f  c l im a te ,—d if fe re n c e s  
n o t u n l ik e  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  th e  p o e t ,—
“B r ig h t  and f i e r c e  and f i c k le  i s  th e  S outh ,
And d a rk  and t r u e  and te n d e r  ia  th e  N orth ,
d if f e r e n c e s  t h a t  k ep t us from  a good u n d erstan d in g *
You th o u g h t t h a t  our c o ld n e s s , ou r s lo w n ess , in d ic a te d  
a la c k  o f  s p i r i t  and o f  p a t r io t i s m ,  and you were encouraged 
in  t h a t  b e l i e f  by most o f  the H orthern  Democracy; * * • •
Why, in  l36 ti, when we were a lm ost a t th e  cu lm in a tin g  p o in t 
o f  th e  w ar, t h e i r  V allandigham s and T il  dens (and b o th  o f  
th e se  men were on th e  com m ittee o f  r e s o lu t io n s )  u t te r e d  th e  
d e c la r a t io n ,  as th e  v o ice  o f  th e  Democracy, th a t  the  war to  
p re se rv e  th e  Union was a f a i l u r e ,  and th a t  h o s t i l i t i e s  shou ld  
cease* They asked us to  sound th e  r e c a l l  on our b u g le s , to  
c a l l  o u r conquering  arm ies back  from  th e  c o n te s t ,  and t r u s t  
to  t h e i r  m ach in a tio n s to  save t h e i r  p a r ty  a t  th e  expense o f 
a b ro k e n  and ru in e d  coun try*  Brave s o ld ie r s  o f  th e  l o s t  
c a u se , d id  you n o t ,  even in  t h a t  hour o f  p e r i l ,  in  your 
h e a r t s  lo a th e  them  w ith  sup rem est sco rn?  But f o r  t h e i r  
t r e a c h e ry  a t  Chicago in  I 86I1 th e  war m ight have ended, and 
a hundred  thousand  p re c io u s  l iv e s  been s a v e d *
o f  R epre  , ...... 18?6)*
(Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House
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G a r f ie ld  u sed  com parison and analogy  in  h is  r e p ly  to  
I«amar to  h e ig h te n  th e  e f f e c t  o f  h is  em otional appeal*  The 
fo llo w in g  p assag e  i s  an example* I t  sh o u ld  be k ep t in  mind 
t h a t  th e  sp e a k e r  was s t r iv in g  to  persuade h i s  aud ience  
( in  r e a l i t y  th e  v o te r s )  th a t  th e  D em ocratic P arty  must no t 
be r e tu r n e d  to  power in  th e  coming e le c t io n *
I  w alk a c ro s s  t h a t  D em ocratic campingaground as in  a 
g raveyard*  Under ray f e e t  resound  th e  hollow  echoes o f  th e  
dead* There l i e s  s la v e ry *  a b la c k  m arble column a t  th e  
head o f  i t s  grave* on w hich I  re a d s  “Died In  th e  flam es 
o f  th e  c i v i l  w a r; loved  in  i t s  l i f e ;  lam ented In  i t s  d e a th ; 
fo llo w ed  to  i t s  b i e r  by i t s  o n ly  m ourner, th e  D em ocratic 
p a r t y .* But d ead l And here  i s  a  doub le g ra v e : "Sacred  to
th e  memory o f  S q u a t te r  S o v e re ig n ty . Died in  th e  campaign 
o f  i860*** On th e  r e v e r s e  s id e :  "S acred  to  th e  memory o f
Dred S c o t t  and th e  B re c k in rid g e  d o c t r in e .” Both dead a t 
th e  hands o f  Abraham L in c o ln t And h ere  i s  a monument o f  
b r im s to n e : "S acred  to  th e  memory o f  th e  d o c tr in e  th a t  war
a g a in s t  th e  R e b e ll io n  is  a f a i l u r e :  T lld en  e t  V ail and igham
f e c e r u n t* A* D. Dead on the  f i e l d  o f b a t t l e ;  sh o t to
d ea th  by th e  m i l l io n  guns o f  th e  re p u b lic *  The d o c tr in e s  
o f  S e ce ss io n  and o f  S ta te  S overe ign ty*  Dead* E xp ired  In  
the  flam es o f  c i v i l  w ar, amid the  b ia s in g  r a f t e r s  o f  th e  
C onfederacy , e x c e p t th a t  th e  modern Aeneas* in  the  perso n  
o f  th e  h o n o rab le  gentlem an from  th e  Appomattox d i s t r i c t  o f  
V irg in ia ,  f l e e in g  o u t o f  th e  flam es o f  t h a t  r u in ,  b e a rs  on 
h is  back* A ll els©  i s  dead .^1
Anyone ac q u a in te d  w ith  th e  h i s to r y  o f  th e  p e r io d  knows th a t  
such words as " s l a v e r y ,” " s q u a t te r  s o v e re ig n ty ,"  "V a llan d ig - 
ham ,” and "A ppom attox,” were h ig h ly  charged w ith  em otion .
G a r f ie ld  c lo se d  h is  r e p ly  to Damar w ith  a r in g in g  appeal 
f o r  th e  r e j e c t i o n  o f  th e  D em ocratic P a r ty .
I t  i s  most u n sa fe  o f  a l l  to  t r u s t  th a t  o rg a n iz a t io n , 
^/Democratic P a r t ^ /  when, f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e s in c e  the  w ar, 
i t  p u ts  forw ard  f o r  th e  f i r s t  and second p la c e  o f  honor and 
command men who, in  our days o f  g r e a te s t  d an g e r, esteem ed 
p a r ty  above country*  and f e l t  n o t one th ro b  o f p a t r i o t i c  
a rd o r  f o r  th e  trium ph o f  th e  Im p e r ille d  Union, b u t from
6 l ilirorka, I I ,  3 7 8 .
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th e  b eg in n in g  to  th e  end h a te d  th e  w ar, and h a te d  th o se  who 
c a r r i e d  o u r e a g le s  to  v ic to ry *  Bo, no gentlem en; o u r en­
l ig h te n e d  and p a t r i o t i c  people w i l l  no t fo llo w  such  le a d e rs  
in  t h e i r  rea rw ard  march* T h e ir  m yriad fa c e s  a re  tu rn e d  the 
o th e r  way; and a long  t h e i r  s e r r i e d  l in e s  s t i l l  r in g s  the  
e h e e r in g  c r y ,  “Forw ard , t i l l  o u r g re a t  work i s  f u l l y  and 
w o r th i ly  d o n e i"62
G a r f ie ld  th u s  went back beyond th e  c u r r e n t  decade* He 
ad m itte d  t h a t  th e  R epub lican  p a r ty  had “made many m is ta k e s ,1* 
“stum bled  and blundered,** " s u f fe re d  from  th e  c o rru p tio n s  
in c id e n t  to  th e  p e r io d  fo llo w in g  a g r e a t  w a r ,ft^3 b u t he 
p a in te d  h i s  p a r ty  as  t h a t  o f  th e  Union, l i b e r t y ,  and freedom , 
and th e  D em ocratic P a rty  as t h a t  o f  r e b e l l io n *  And f o r  th e  
accom plishm ent o f  t h i s  t a s k  he depended la rg e ly  on ©motional 
p roof*
G a rf ie ld  a g a in  "waved th e  bloody s h i r t "  in  h i s  speech 
on "R ev o lu tio n  in  C ongress*" The D em ocratic m a jo rity  in  the  
House o f  R e p re s e n ta tiv e s  had a t ta c h e d  a r i d e r  to  a m ajor 
a p p ro p r ia t io n s  b i l l  which would r e p e a l  c e r t a in  p a r ts  o f  th e  
"R evised  S ta tu te s "  th a t  th ey  found p a r t i c u l a r l y  obnoxious* 
P re s id e n t  Hayes v e to ed  th e  b i l l  because o f th e  r i d e r ,  and 
th e  House r e fu s e d  to  p ass  th e  a p p ro p r ia tio n s  b i l l  w ith o u t i t .  
Xt was n e c e ssa ry  fo r  th e  P re s id e n t  to  c a l l  a s p e c ia l  s e s s io n  
o f Congress in  1879* G a r f ie ld  took  f u l l  advan tage o f  th e  
s i t u a t i o n  to  advance th e  cau se  o f  th e  R epublican  P arty*  He 
accused  th e  Democrats o f  a t te m p tin g  to  d e s tro y  th e  government
fforka. I I ,  387 .
^W orks. I I ,  381»
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by w ith h o ld in g  fu n d s , and t h i s  he c a l le d  ”R© volution in  
C o n g re s s .” In  t h i s  speech  he drew a com parison, (packed w ith  
em otion) betw een th e  D em ocratic F a r ty  in  1861 and 18?9» ®f 
th e  D em ocratic  P a r ty  in  1061 he s a id :
Then th e  D em ocratic p a r ty  s a id  to  th e  H epub lleans, “I f  you 
e l e c t  th e  man o f  your ch o ice  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  
we w i l l  sh o o t you r governm ent to  d e a th ;” b u t th e  people o f  
t h i s  c o u n try , r e fu s in g  to  be co erced  by th r e a ts  o r  v io le n c e , 
v o te d  a s  th e y  p le a s e d , and la w fu lly  e le c te d  Abraham L inco ln  
P re s id e n t*  Then your l e a d e r s ,  though h o ld in g  a m a jo r i ty  in  
th e  o th e r  b ran ch  o f  C ongress, were h e ro ic  enough to  w ithdraw  
from  t h e i r  s e a t s  and f l i n g  down th e  gag© o f m o rta l b a t t l e *
We c a l l e d  i t  r e b e l l i o n ;  b u t we reco g n ized  I t  as courageous
and manly to  avow your p u rp o se , ta k e  a l l  th e  r i s k s ,  and
f i g h t  In  o u t in  th e  open f ie ld #  n o tw ith s ta n d in g  your u tm ost 
e f f o r t s  to  d e s tro y  i t ,  th e  governm ent was saved*
He th en  tu rn e d  to  th e  D em ocratic P a r ty  o f  1879:
T o-day, a f t e r  e ig h te e n  y e a rs  o f  d e f e a t ,  th e  book of your 
dom ination  i s  a g a in  open, and your f i r s t  a c t  awakes every  
unhappy memory, and th r e a te n s  to  d e s tro y  th e  con fidence  
which y o u r p ro fe s s io n s  o f p a t r io t i s m  in sp ire d *  You tu rn e d  
down a l e a f  o f  th e  h i s to r y  t h a t  re c o rd e d  your l a s t  a c t  o f  
power in  1861, and you have now s ig n a le d  your r e tu r n  to  
power by b eg in n in g  a second c h a p te r  a t  th e  same page; no t 
t h i s  tim e by  an h e r o ic  a c t  t h a t  d e c la re s  war on th e  b a t t l e *  
f i e l d ;  b u t you s a y , i f  a l l  th e  l e g i s l a t i v e  powers o f  th e  
government do u o t  consen t to  l e t  you t e a r  c e r t a in  laws out 
o f  the  s ta tu te -b o o k ,  p u t th e re  by th e  w i l l  o f  th e  p eo p le , 
i f  you ca n n o t co e rce  ca  independen t b ran ch  o f t h i s  govern­
m ent, n o t  th a t  you w i l l  shoo t our governm ent to  d e a th , as
you t r i e d  to  do b e fo re ,  b u t t h a t  you w i l l  s ta rv e  th e  govern­
ment to  death#
G a rf ie ld  concluded  th e  c o n t r a s t  by a f f irm in g ; ”Between d ea th  
on th e  f i e l d  and d e a th  by s t a r v a t io n ,  I  do n o t know th a t  the 
American peop le  w i l l  see  any g r e a t  d i f f e re n c e * ”^  L a te r  in  
th e  speech  he co n tin u ed  th e  c o n t r a s t  o f  th e  D em ocratic P a r ty  
o f l 86l  and th a t  o f  1879* &e d e c la re d  th a t  perhaps th e  p a r ty
6£lWorks. I I ,  6 6 8 -6 6 9  (S p eech  d e l iv e r e d  in  th e  House
o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s ,  March 29 , 1879)*
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In  1861 co u ld  have k i l l e d  th e  government by r e fu s in g  i t
s u p p lie s  u n le s s  an a p p ro p r ia tio n s  b i l l  was approved w ith  a
r i d e r  a f f irm in g  th e  r i g h t  o f  se cess io n #  However, he a s s e r te d :
• * • even in  th e  madness o f  t h a t  hour th e  le a d e rs  o f  r e b e l l io n  
d id  n o t th in k  i t  w orthy t h e i r  manhood to  p u t t h e i r  f ig h t  on 
th a t  d ish o n o ra b le  ground# They p la n te d  them selves on th e  
h ig h e r  p la n e  o f  b a t t l e ,  and fo u g h t i t  o u t to  d e fe a t*  How, by 
a method w hich the w ild e s t  S e c e s s io n is t  sco rned  to  a d o p t, i t  
l a  p ro p o sed  to  make t h i s  new a s s a u l t  upon th e  l i f e  o f  th e  
r e p u b lic  *^5
Thus th e  R epublican  le a d e r  in  th e  House, as  in  h is  r e p ly  t© 
Lamar, depended on th e  s t r a t e g y  o f  a ro u s in g  th e  em otions o f 
th e  v o te rs*
"The D em ocratic P a r ty  and P u b lic  Opinion,** th e  fo u r th  
ad d ress  o f  th e  e ig h te e n  b a s ic  to  t h i s  s tu d y  in  which em otional 
p ro o f  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  p ro m in en t, was d e l iv e re d  In  C leve land , 
O ctober 11,  1379* in  t h i s  m ajor p o l i t i c a l  ad d ress  G a rf ie ld  
e lo q u e n tly  p re s e n te d  th e  D em ocratic P a r ty  as th e  champion o f  
dead is s u e s  such  as s la v e ry  and secess io n #  H© a ls o  contended 
th a t  th e  p a r ty  had changed i t s  p o s i t io n  on n e a r ly  a l l  o f  th e  
m ajor i s s u e s ,  and th a t  th e  Democrats to ld  th e  people to  vote 
f i r s t  a g a in s t  and th e n  f o r  many o f the q u e s tio n s  o f  im portance* 
G a rf ie ld  ag a in  reach ed  th e  em otions o f h is  h e a re rs  by th e  
ro u te  o f  th e  bloody s h i r t*
J u s t  b e fo re  an e l e c t io n  in  Ohio, any tim e d u rin g  th e  
w ar, a g r e a t  v ic to iy  over th e  R e b e llio n  h u r t  the  D em ocratic 
p a r ty  in  t h i s  S ta te ;  and Democrats walked abou t our s t r e e t  
lo o k in g  down t h e i r  noses in  sad n ess  and gloom, rec o g n is in g  
t h a t  t h e i r  b a l l o t s  would be few er on e l e c t io n  day , because of 
the  su c c e s s  o f  o u r arms; and i f  our s o ld ie r s  were overwhelmed 
in  b a t t l e , —i f  f iv e  thousand  o f  your c h i ld re n  were s la u g h te re d
Workm. I I , 671
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on th e  f i e l d  by th e  enem ies o f  th e  r e p u b l i c ,— the  Democrats 
in  Ohio w alked more c o n f id e n tly  to  th e  p o l l s  on e le c t io n  day, 
and s a id ,  ■Didn’ t  I  t e l l  you s o ?11 There i s  som eth ing  wrong 
w ith  a p a r ty  ab o u t w hich th e s e  th in g s  can be t r u t h f u l l y  s a id ;  
and you know t h a t  they  a re  th e  t r u t h .6 6
G a r f ie ld  e x p la in e d  why th e  R epublican  v o te  had f a l l e n  o f f  in  
the  South#
The Rebel army, w ith o u t u n ifo rm s, o rg an ized  i t s e l f  as Demo­
c r a t i c  c lu b s  in  M is s is s ip p i ,  and, armed w ith  th e  shotguns 
and r i f l e s ,  su rrounded  th e  houses o f  R epublican  v o te r s ,  w ith  
th e  m uzzles o f  t h e i r  guns a t  t h e i r  h ead s , in  th e  n ig h t ,  and 
s a id ,  ®Tou come o u t and v o te ,  i f  you d a re ; we w i l l  k i l l  you 
when you come**67
He d e c la re d  t h a t  many o f  th e  D em ocratic members o f  th e  House 
■were n o t  c r e a te d  Congressmen by v i r tu e  o f law , b u t  by v i r tu e  
o f  m urder, a s s a s s in a t io n ,  r i o t ,  in t im id a t io n ,*1 and he added, 
“on th e  dead body o f  American D ib e rty  th e y  s ta n d  and make
/LCl
laws f o r  you and me* °  He a s s u re d  h is  aud ience  t h a t  Ohio
6owould n o t be c a p tu re d  f o r  r e b e l  b r ig a d ie rs *  *
These exam ples from  nThe D em ocratic P a r ty  and P u b lic  
Opinion,® c l e a r l y  show th a t  he depended on th e  same type  o f  
em o tiona l ap p e a l as in  th e  th r e e  p rev io u s  speeches described*  
The re c o rd s  in  th e  G a r f ie ld  P apers in d ic a te  a l s o  t h a t  most o f  
h is  campaign sp eech es d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d  ( e s p e c ia l ly  in  1876) 
were p red o m in an tly  e m o tio n a l, and fo llo w ed  th e  s t r a t e g y  o f  
re v iv in g  th e  memories o f  th e  l a t e  war*
66Works, I I ,  759 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  C lev e lan d , Ohio, 
O ctober 11 , 1^79)•
67Works, I I ,  763.
^ Worka. I I ,
60Works. I I ,  7 6 7 .
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Analogy as a d ev ice  to  h e ig h te n  em otiona l e f f e c t  a ls o  
ap p eared  in  th e s e  campaign speeches*  One can  w e ll im agine 
th e  em o tio n a l im pact t h a t  th e  fo llo w in g  analogy  had on a 
ty p ic a l  aud ience  on th e  W estern Reserve in  1876* G a r f ie ld  
s a id :
G entlem en, th e  d if fe re n c e  between a war and a p r iz e  
f i g h t  i s  J u s t  t h i s :  '.two p r i s e  f ig h te r s  w alk in to  th e  r in g
and pummel each  o th e r ,  u n t i l  th e  one o r  th e  o th e r  b reak s  
down, b ru is e d  and hammered, and when t h a t  i s  over th e y  g e t 
up and shake hands* th e y  nev er had an y th in g  a g a in s t  each 
o th e r ,  th e re  was no p r in c ip le  in v o lv ed ; i t  was m ere ly  a 
m a tte r  o f  b r u te  f o r c e ,  to  see which one could pound th e  
h a rd e s t*  They m ight w e ll  shake hands th e n , f o r  th ey  have 
g o t te n  th rough#  Do you mean to  say  t h a t  our war was m erely 
a b r u t a l  p r iz e  f i g h t ;  th a t  we went in to  i t  to  see  who could  
pound th e  h a r d e s t ,  and t h a t  a l l  we had to  do when th e  war 
was o v e r  was t o  shake hands? Oh, no I I f  s o ,  1 sh o u ld  be 
ashamed o f th e  war and ashamed o f  ev ery  man th a t  to o k  p a r t  
In  i t ,  a s  I  would o f  a p r iz e  f i g h t .  B u t, gen tlem en , th e  
war was a  war o f  id e a s ,  and th e  b a t t l e  w© fough t was th© 
b a t t l e  o f  f o r c e ,  m erely  to  c l e a r  away th e  o b s ta c le s ,  t h a t  
we m ight reac h  the  g rand  id e a s  o f  l i b e r t y  and g a th e r  in  th e  
h a rv e s t  and f r u i t s  o f  ou r aowing*70
As a n o th e r  exam ple, in  th e  l d ?6 cam paign, G a r f ie ld  compared 
th e  governm ent to  a sh ip  and th e  D em ocratic P a rty  to  p i r a t e s  
who t r i e d  to  s c u t t l e  th e  b o a t by way o f s e c e s s io n  and war* 
"The p i r a t e s , "  he s a i d , "  .  . . were p u t down in  th e  ship*© 
p r is o n  by th e  v a l i a n t  c rew ."  However, G a r f ie ld  contended 
a f t e r  th e  p i r a t e s  were f r e e  th ey  s to o d  on th e  deck and begged 
to  tak e  over th© helm o f th e  sh ip*  He concluded th e  an a lo g y  
by a s s u r in g  h is  au d ien c e  th a t  th e  same o f f i c e r  would " s t i l l  
t r e a d  h e r  q u a r te r  deck and g u id e  h e r  y e t ,  th a t  c a r r i e r  h e r 
s a f e ly  th rough  d anger«w71 Th© o f f i c e r  who saved th® sh ip  o f
7° G a r f ie ld  Papers (P u b lic  U tte ra n c e s  o f  1875-77). 
■ ^ Ib id .
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s t a t e ,  ac co rd in g  to  G arfie ld *  was th e  R epublican  P arty*  Such 
a n a lo g ie s  were o b v io u s ly  in c lu d ed  to  re v iv e  th© memories o f  
th e  p a s t  and pu t th e  R epub lican  P a r ty  in  a fa v o ra b le  l i g h t  
b e fo re  th e  v o te rs *
Burke H in sd a le  criticised  G a rf ie ld  f o r  h is  u se  o f  em otional 
appeal*  b u t  th© congressm an t r i e d  to  j u s t i f y  h im s e lf .  He 
w ro te :
How s in c e  we a re  making m utual c o n fe ss io n s  and c r i t i ­
c ism s, l e t  me say  in  re g a rd  to  your own mind t h a t  I  th in k  
y o u r q u ie t  l i f e  in  a p e a c e fu l and la w -ab id in g  community, 
and your j u s t  d i s l i k e  o f  th e  men who a re  w i l l in g  to  keep 
up s e c t io n a l  s t r i f e ,  have le d  you to  un d er e s t im a te  th e  
p rev a len c e  o f  th e  w icked s p i r i t  o f th e  D em ocratic p a r ty ,  
e s p e c ia l ly  th e  S o u th ern  wing o f  i t .  T h eir p e r f id io u s  
tre a tm e n t o f  th e  P re s id e n t ,  t h e i r  s t i l l  worse tre a tm e n t 
o f  th e  n e g ro e s , t h e i r  p e r s i s t e n t  e f f o r t s  to  p r a is e  th e  
" l o s t  cau se"— and prophesy  i t s  u l t im a te  s u e c e s s , t h e i r  
ev e ry  day t a l k  s in c e  th e y  o b ta in e d  c o n tro l  o f  b o th  Houses, 
a re  fo rced  upon o u r a t t e n t io n  h e re  c o n s ta n tly ;  and you 
m istake  ou r r e s i s t a n c e  to  them f o r  an a tte m p t on o u r p a r t  
to  re-aw aken  dead is s u e s *  X th in k  you a re  u n co n sc io u s ly  
b e in g  too  in f lu e n c e d  by th e  R a tio n * You a re  a much s tro n g e r  
man th an  G odkin, and v ery  much b e t t e r  a b le  to  judge o f  
American q u e s tio n s  th a n  he i s *72
G a r f ie ld  n o t on ly  t r i e d  to  j u s t i f y  h is  use o f  th© ©mo­
t io n a l  appeal to  H in sd a le , b u t  a ls o  to  some o f  th e  aud iences 
to  w hich he spoke* The speech  d e l iv e re d  on O ctober 31 , 187&, 
i s  a ca se  in  p o in t*
They t e l l  me I  am waving th e  bloody s h i r t ,  b u t 1 am n o t 
to  be in t im id a te d  by mere w ords. They m ust n o t make i t  b loody  
i f  I  a s  n o t to  wave i t .  Every Union s o ld i e r  t h a t  was k i l l e d  
in  b a t t l e ,  wore a b loody  s h i r t ,  and i t  became h is  w inding sh e e t 
and we w i l l  n o t now p e rm it th e  peop le  th a t  caused a l l  t h i s ,  
th a t  p u t b lo o d  on th e  s h i r t ,  to  s in k  i t  in to  d e r i s io n .  So 
long  a s  th e y  co n tin u e  to  k i l l  f r e e  men in  th e  South because 
th e y  vo te  th e  R epub lican  t i c k e t ,  so long  w i l l  X cry  "murder" 
to  th e  g u ilty * 7 3
^ M ary  L. H in sd a le , © d., G a rfie ld -H ln a d a le  b e t te r s  
(Ann A rbor: U n iv e rs ity  o f  M ichigan K e s s , *
^ G a rf ie ld  Papers (Speech O ct. 31 , I 876 found in  P u b lic  
U tte ra n c e s  o f
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I t  I s  tru e  t h a t  G a rf ie ld * s  m ajor use o f em o tio n a l p ro o f 
In  th e  p e r io d  under c o n s id e ra t io n  c o n s is te d  o f  re v iv in g  th© 
memories and th e  em otions o f  th e  C iv il  War, b u t o th e r  appeals 
l e s s  v ig o ro u s  and obvious were used* For exam ple, G a rf ie ld  
ap p ea led  to  th© s tro n g  In d iv id u a lism  w ith in  th© people o f th e  
W estern R eserve* In  a F ourth  o f  Ju ly  o r a t io n  In  107? h© spoke 
o f  th e  freedom  o f  th e  p r e s s ,  e d u c a tio n , and r e l ig io n ,  and h is  
o u t l in e  c o n ta in e d  t h i s  p o in t :  “I4.* W@ may be r e l i g i o u s ,  b u t
we a re  n o t r e l i g io u s  o f  c o m p u ls io n * "^  Such an ap p ea l doub t­
le s s  was welcomed by h is  aud iences in  th© West*
G a r f ie ld  a ls o  app ea led  to  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  co n se rv a tism  
o f  th© American people*  As w i l l  be p o in te d  o u t under th e  
d is c u s s io n  o f  lo g ic a l  p ro o f ,  he f r e q u e n t ly  quoted  from " th e  
f a th e r s "  o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  and o f te n  contended t h a t  a c e r t a in  
p o s i t io n  sh o u ld  be su p p o rted  because i t  agreed  w ith  the  wisdom 
and a c t io n  o f  " th e  f a t h e r s . * Such ev id en ce , w h ile  p r im a r ily  
l o g i c a l ,  d id  have an em otional co n n o ta tio n *  The American 
p eop le  lo v ed  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  and re v e re d  th e  f a th e r s  o f  i t ,  
and th e  v e ry  m en tion  o f  t h e i r  names was l i k e ly  to  have caused  
a fa v o ra b le  em o tio n a l re a c tio n *  G a rf ie ld  argued  f re q u e n tly  
th a t  th e  " s ta tu s  quo” must be m a in ta in ed  because  th e  f a th e r s  
contended  f o r  i t ,  and such an ap p ea l was a t  l e a s t  to  a degree 
em otional*
^ G a r f i e l d  Papers (P u b lic  U tte ran ces  1876- 77) .
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A lthough G a r f ie ld  r e l i e d  h e a v ily  on ©m otional p ro o f  a t  
tim e s , l o g i c a l  p ro o f  p lay ed  a more im p o rta n t r o le  in  th e  
m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  e ig h te e n  speeches b a s ic  to  t h i s  study*  3?hia 
l a  n o t s u r p r i s in g  when on© c o n s id e rs  th© f a c t  t h a t  s e v e ra l  
o f  th e  e ig h te e n  sp eech es were d e l iv e re d  du ring  d eb a te  in  th e  
House o f  R e p re se n ta tiv e s*  G a r f ie ld 1s lo g ic a l  p ro o f , t h a t  I s ,  
h is  ev id en ce  and argum ent o r  re a s o n in g , I s  now to  be c o n s id e re d .
E v id en ce . In  th e  speeches c o n s id e re d  b a s ic  to  t h i s  s tu d y  
G a rf ie ld  made e x te n s iv e  use  o f  te s tim o n y  o r  a u th o r ity *  His 
sp eech , "A m nesty," i s  an example o f an ad d re ss  In  w hich t e s t i ­
mony was r e l i e d  on as ev idence*  H is purpose in  t h i s  speech 
was to  p rove th a t  J e f f e r s o n  Davis was re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  
a l le g e d  a t r o c i t i e s  a t  A n d e rso n v ille  p r is o n ;  and th e r e fo r e ,
D avis sh o u ld  n o t be g ra n te d  th© p r iv i le g e  o f h o ld in g  o f f ic e  
in  th e  H n lted  S ta te s  government* This speech  was In  r e a l i t y  
a r e p ly  to  S e n a to r  h i l l  o f  G eorg ia , who had d e l iv e re d  a w ell 
p rep a re d  speech  co n ten d in g  t h a t  p r is o n e rs  were n o t d e l ib e r ­
a t e ly  m is tre a te d  by th e  C o n fed era te  governm ent and had p leaded  
t h a t  s e c t io n a l  s t r i f e  n o t foe s t i r r e d  by re v iv in g  the  o ld  Issu e  
©f a l le g e d  p r is o n  a t r o c i t i e s *  G a r f ie ld  made a conscious e f f o r t  
to  quo te  "such  a u t h o r i t i e s  as th e  gentlem an from  G eorgia" reco g ­
n i z e d # ^  He quo ted  te s tim o n y  from  P . T, C hand ler, a l ie u te n a n t -  
c o lo n e l o f  th© C onfedera te  army, J e f fe r s o n  D avis, and A lexander 
S tephens* G a r f ie ld ’ s aud ience  cou ld  e a s i ly  v e r i f y  th e  t e s t i ­
mony he gave because  he was c a r e f u l  to make th e  sou rce  c lea r*
7% orka, I I ,  226.
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For exam ple ,  o r  th e  ( p o ta t io n  from  D* T* C handler he a a Id :
"T h is  r e p o r t  was o f fe re d  In  ev idence  In  th e  Wirz t r i a l ,  and
C o lonel C handler was h im s e lf  a w itn e s s  a t  th a t  t r i a l ,  and
76sw ears t h a t  th e  r e p o r t  i s  g en u in e*11 Such s ta te m e n ts  l e f t  
th e  im p ress io n  w ith  th e  au d ien ce  t h a t  the sp eak er was p re s e n t­
in g  genu ine  and tru s tw o r th y  ev idence*
A gain  in  "C ongress and P r e s id e n t ia l  E le c t io n s ,"  G a r f ie ld  
d e c la re d  t h a t  " th e  a b le s t  and e a r l i e s t  expounders o f  th e  Con­
s t i t u t i o n "  confirm ed  h i s  p o s i t io n ,  and th e n  he quoted  th e  
te s tim o n y  o f  "C h arles  P inckney , one o f  th e  forem ost members 
o f  th e  C onvention t h a t  fram ed th e  Cons t i tu t lo n * " ? ?  *Phis 
s e le c t io n  o f  a u th o r i t y  was ty p ic a l  o f  G a r f ie ld ’s wisdom in  
h is  r e l i a n c e  on testim ony*  The p h ra se , "one o f  th e  fo rem ost 
members o f  th e  Convention t h a t  fram ed th e  C o n s t i tu t io n ,” 
i l l u s t r a t e s  a te ch n iq u e  o c c a s io n a lly  found In  G a r f ie ld , s men­
t io n  o f  an a u th o r i t y ,  t h a t  i s ,  a comment a s s e r t in g  th e  t r u s t ­
w o rth in ess  o r  su g g e s tin g  the  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  use o f  the  
e x p e rt *7®
In  "P roposed R epeal o f  th e  Resumption law" G a rf ie ld  
quo ted  from V ic to r  BonnSt, M artin eau ’ s "H is to ry  o f  th e  Peace, ** 
Tooke’ s "H is to ry  o f  P r i c e s ,"  and D an ie l W ebster; In  "The Hew 
Scheme o f Am erican F inance" he appealed  to  such  a u th o r i t i e s
76Worka. I I ,  226.
77Works. I I ,  397.
7®Works, I I ,  1+18, 1+98.
162
as J e f f e r s o n ,  Adams, H am ilton , S e c re ta ry  o f  th© T reasu ry  Chase, 
and th e  C h ie f J u s t ic e  o f  th e  Supreme C ourt; in  ”The Wood T a r i f f  
B i l l , ” he r e f e r r e d  to  Madison and Calhoun; in  ”Th© Army and 
th© P u b lic  P eace” he used  G en era l Sherman as an a u th o r i ty ;  in  
”S u sp en sio n  and Resumption o f  S p ec ie  Payment” he used  t e s t i ­
mony o f  em inent f o r e ig n e r s ;  in  wTh© Sugar T a r i f f ” h® gave th© 
te s tim o n y  o f  n o ted  men o f  s c ie n c e  on how to  determ ine  th e  
g rade o f  e x p o r t su g a r-  A mere l i s t i n g  o f  th e se  te s tim o n ie s  
s u g g e s ts ,  and an ex am in a tio n  co n firm s , t h a t  G a r f ie ld 's  cho ice  
o f  a u t h o r i t i e s  was a p p ro p r ia te  and in d ic a te d  common se n se , 
wisdom, and d i s c r e t i o n  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  o r a to r .  These 
a u t h o r i t i e s  w ere re c o g n ise d  as e x p e r ts  in  t h e i r  v a r io u s  f i e l d s , 
and G a r f ie ld  knew th e y  were a c c e p ta b le  to  h is  au d ie n ce .
S t a t i s t i c a l  ev id en ce  i s  prom inent a lso  in  th e  G a rf ie ld  
sp e ech e s , a s  even a c a s u a l ex am in a tio n  o f h is  m ajor ad d resses  
would show . G a r f ie ld  con ten d ed :
S t a t i s t i c a l  s c ie n c e  i s  in d is p e n sa b le  to  modern s t a t e s ­
m anship . In  l e g i s l a t i o n  as in  p h y s ic a l s c ie n c e , i t  I s  b eg in ­
n in g  to  be u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  we can c o n tro l  t e r r e s t r i a l  fo rces  
o n ly  by obeying t h e i r  la w s• The l e g i s l a t o r  must fo rm u la te  
in  h i s  s t a t u t e s  n o t o n ly  th e  N a tio n a l w i l l ,  b u t a lso  th o se  
g r e a t  laws o f  s o c ia l  l i f e  re v e a le d  by s t a t i s t i c s *
A c a re fu l  s tu d y  o f  th e  m ajor speeches c o n s id e re d  in  t h i s  s tu d y
re v e a le d  t h a t  G a r f ie ld  u sed  t h i s  type o f ev idence p redom inan tly
In  h i s  speeches r e l a t i n g  to  f in a n c e  and th e  t a r i f f *
G a r f ie ld  reduced  s t a t i s t i c s ,  as a g e n e ra l r u l e ,  to  round 
numbers a s  th© fo llo w in g  q u o ta t io n  from  th e  sp eech  11 Proposed 
R epeal o f  th e  Resumption Law” shows:
79G a r f ie ld  P apers (Found In  a pam phlet e n t i t l e d  The 
Maxims o f  James Abram fear f i e l d  among P u b lic  U tte ra n c e s , l'bBO) •
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l e t  u s  now c o n s id e r  th© conduct o f Franco d u rin g  and 
s in c e  th e  German war* In  J u ly ,  1870, th e  month b e fo re  th e  
war b eg an , th e  Bank o f  F rance had o u ts ta n d in g  #251,000,000 
©f p ap e r c i r c u l a t i o n ,  and h e ld  in  I t s  v a u l ts  #229,000,000 
o f  co in* th e n  th e  war b roke o u t,  they  were com pelled Imme­
d i a t e l y  to  is s u e  more p a p e r, and to  make I t  a le g a l  tender*
In  t h e i r  n e c e s s i ty  th ey  to o k  p a t te r n  o f  u s ,  and is s u e d  p ap er 
u n t i l ,  on th e  19th  o f  November, 1873, th e re  was o u ts ta n d in g  
#602 ,000 ,000  o f p ap e r is s u e d  by th e  Bank o f  F ran ce , w h ile  th e  
c o in  in  th e  bank was reduced  to  #146,000,000* But th© moment 
t h e i r  g r e a t  w ar was over and t h e i r  t e r r i t o r y  f r e e d  from  the  
enemy, th e  F rench  d id  w hat I  commend to th© gentlem an from  
P e n n s y lv a n ia ,—-th ey  red u ced  i t  alm ost #100, 000, 000, and in ­
c re a se d  th e  c o in  re s e rv e  #120,000,000* By the  y e a r  1876 
th ey  had  pushed in to  c i r c u l a t i o n  #200, 000,000 o f  c o in , and 
r e t i r e d  n e a r ly  a l l  t h e i r  sm all no tes*  They a re  a t  t h i s  
moment w ith in  f i f t y  days o f  resum ption  of sp e c ie  payments* 
Under t h e i r  law , f i f t y  days from  to -d a y  F rance w i l l  a g a in  
come in to  th e  i l l u s t r i o u s  l i n e  o f  n a t io n s  th a t  m a in ta in  a 
sound c u rre n c y . I  commend to  th e  e lo q u e n t gentlem an from  
P en n sy lv an ia  th e  exam ple o f  France
I t  Is  w orthy  o f  not© th a t  on some o ccasio n s  G a rf ie ld
d e c la re d  in  so many words th a t  h i s  p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  numbers
was in  round numbers* For exam ple, nTh© ag g reg a te  volume o f
r e a l  and p e rs o n a l p ro p e r ty  in  th e  U nited  S ta te s  in  XSJO,** he
s a id  in  an a d d re ss  on f in a n c e , ”w as, in  round numbers,
81#7 , 135,000 ,0 0 0 *n And in  h is  speech  on th© t a r i f f  he men­
t io n e d :  ”F i r s t ,  as a so u rce  o f revenue f o r  th e  su p p o rt o f
th e  governm ent, we a re  re c e iv in g  about #37, 000,000 in  co in  
p e r  annum. . . .
The p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  s t a t i s t i c s  in  a form f a m i l ia r  to  h is
Work*. I I ,  1*97-498. 
8l g o rk s . I I ,  $14. 
82B orka. I I ,  638.
l i s t e n e r s  was a n o th e r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  G a r f ie ld f s h an d lin g  o f
t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  ty p e  o f ev idence* In  o th e r  w ords, he spoke in
term s o f  pounds, d o l l a r s ,  p e rc e n ta g e , and o th e r  term s f a m i l ia r
to  h i s  aud ience*  Gray and Braden p o in t  ou t th a t  th© p o lic y  o f
em ploying te rm in o lo g y  f a m i l i a r  to  the aud ience  in  th e  use o f
81s t a t i s t i c s  i s  a d v isa b le *  The same a u th o rs  a ls o  c a l l  a t ­
t e n t io n  to  th e  f a c t  th a t  " s t a t i s t i c s  a re  f re q u e n tly  more e f ­
f e c t iv e  and more m ean ingfu l I f  examples &r© in te r s p e r s e d  
among the s t a t i s t i c a l  d a ta* "  G a rf ie ld  reco g n ised  th e  m e rit 
o f  su ch  a p r a c t i c e ,  f o r  he fo llo w ed  t h i s  po licy*  th e  speech  
on " th e  Sugar T a r i f f "  was r e p l e t e  w ith  s t a t i s t i c s  from  b e g in ­
n in g  to  end , and y e t  th e  monotony was broken by o c c a s io n a l 
i l l u s t r a t i o n s  w hich d em o n stra ted  th© s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  f ig u re s
 ̂ 85given*
G a r f ie ld  was ab le  to  make h is  au d ien ce  u n d erstan d  what 
was beh in d  th e  s t a t i s t i c s *  In  o th e r  w ords, he more o r le s s  
d ram atized  h is  f ig u re s *  An example o f  t h i s  a b i l i t y  i s  i l l u s ­
t r a t e d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  q u o ta t io n  taken  from h is  speech  on 
"P roposed R epeal o f  th e  Resum ption Law*"
There were in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s ,  on th© 1 s t  o f November, 
I 876, 5*575 sav in g s  b an k s and p r iv a te  banks o f  d ep o s it*  and 
t h e i r  d e p o s its  amounted to  $1,377*00®,000* * * * The g re a t
^ G l l e s  W likenson G ray, and Waldo W« B raden, P u b lic  
S n eak in g : P r in c ip le s  and P ra c t ic e  (New York: H arper &
B ro th e rs  P u b l is h e r s ,  c* 1951)* P* 288*
I b i d . . p .  289.
8^Worka. I I ,  637- 6^ 4..
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mass o f  th© d e p o s i to r s  a re  men and women o f  sm all means. . . .
Gentlem en a s s a i l  th e  bondho lders  o f  th© cou n try  as the  
r i c h  men who o p p ress  th e  p o o r . Do th e y  know how v a s t  an amount 
o f  th e  p u b lic  s e c u r i t i e s  a re  h e ld  by poor people? I  took  oc­
c a s io n  a few y e a rs  s in c e  to  a sk  th e  o f f i c e r s  o f  a bank in  one 
o f  th e  c o u n tie s  o f  my d i s t r i c t , —a r u r a l  d i s t r i c t , —to  show me 
th e  number o f  h o ld e r s ,  and th© amounts h e ld ,  o f  U nited  S ta te s  
b o n d s , on *$iich h i s  bank  c o l le c te d  the  i n t e r e s t .  The t o t a l  
amount was #lp.6 , 000* And how many people h e ld  those  bonds?
One hundred  an d  n i n e ty - s ix .  Of th e se  ju s t  e ig h t  men h e ld  
from  $15 ,000  to  $20,000 each ; th e  o th e r  one hundred and 
e ig h ty - e ig h t  ranged  from  $50 up to  #2 , 500. 1 found in  th a t  
l i s t  f i f t e e n  o rphan  c h i ld re n  and s ix ty  widows, who had a 
l i t t l e  money l e f t  them from  t h e i r  f a th e rs *  o r  husbands* 
e s t a t e s ,  and who had mad© th e  n a t io n  t h e i r  guard ian*  And 
1 found one hundred and tw en ty-one la b o r e r s ,  m echanics, 
m in i s te r s ,  who had p u t t h e i r  sm a ll means in  th© hands o f  
th e  U n ited  S ta te s  th a t  i t  m ight be sa fe*  And th ey  were the 
" b lo a te d  b o n d h o ld e rs*1 a g a in s t  whom so much eloquence i s  
fu lm in a ted  in  t h i s  House
The i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  th e  r u r a l  bank in  h is  horn© d i s t r i c t ,  w ith  
th e  g iv in g  o f  th© number o f  o rp h an s , m echanics, m in is te r s ,  
and la b o re r s  made h is  l i s t e n e r s  u n d e rs ta n d  more c l e a r ly  what 
was b ack  o f  th e  f i g u r e s ,  because i t  p o in te d  o u t th a t  th o se  
who su p p o rte d  th e  sa v in g s  banks were th e  “average fo lk s "  l ik e  
them selves*
I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  G a r f ie ld  d id  over-w ork t h i s  type o f 
ev id en ce  in  h is  speeches reg a rd in g  f in a n c e  and t a r i f f *  At 
l e a s t  th© re a d e r  o f  th e  sp eech  becomes a l i t t l e  weary o f  so 
many f ig u r e s  in  one a d d re s s . However, i t  Is  a ls o  reco g n ized  
th a t  th e  re a d e r  o f  today Is  n o t as I n te r e s te d  In  the  f ig u re s  
as w ere th e  a u d i to r s  who l i s t e n e d  to them a t  th© tim e the  
is s u e s  w ith  w hich th ey  d e a l t  were param ount in  th© minds o f  
the  people*
86Worka, I I ,  503
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Sow to  b© c o n s id e re d  i s  G a r f ie ld 1® ch o ice  o f  exam ples, 
w hich se rv e d  as f u r th e r  b a s is  f o r  h is  argum ents. His examples 
w ere g e n e ra l ly  p e r t in e n t  and se rv e d  h is  purpose w e l l .  S ev e ra l 
re f e re n c e s  a re  g iv en  h e re  to  s u b s ta n t ia te  th i s  s ta te m e n t and 
to  i l l u s t r a t e  h i s  r e l i a n c e  on example a s  e v id e n c e .
In  sp eak in g  b e fo re  th© Ohio E d i to r ia l  A sso c ia tio n  In  
C le v e lan d , G a r f ie ld  contended  th a t  "Ho w orthy man f e a r s  th© 
t r u t h . "  However, he rem inded h is  au d ien ce  th a t  "wrongs a re  
som etim es com m itted in  a month th a t  y e a rs  cannot w holly  s e t  
r i g h t . n As ev id en ce  to  su p p o rt th i s  c o n te n tio n  he s e t  f o r t h  
th e  fo llo w in g  exam ple:
D uring o u r l a t e  w ar, G eneral McDowell, one o f th e  n o b le s t  
and most accom plished  s o ld i e r s  o f  th© Union, was m ost u n ju s t ly  
a s s a u l te d  by a group o f  war c o rre sp o n d e n ts , who re p re s e n te d  
him to  th e  co u n try  as in co m p eten t, d runken, and perhaps d i s ­
lo y a l .  I t  was c i r c u m s ta n t ia l ly  s t a t e d  th a t  on one o cc as io n  
he was so  drunk t h a t  he n e a r ly  f e l l  from h is  h o rs e .  As a 
consequence, he r e s te d  f o r  a long  tim e tinder t h i s  c loud  o f  
c r u e l  and u n ju s t  s u s p ic io n .  He i s  a lm ost th e  on ly  a d u l t  
man I  ev e r  knew, o f  whom i t  can be s a id  w ith  t r u t h  th a t  he 
n ev er t a s t e d  s p i r i tu o u s  l iq u o r s ,  t e a ,  c o f fe e ,  o r  tobacco  
and y e t  s e v e r a l  m il l io n s  o f  h is  countrymen were made to  
b e l ie v e ,  and p e rh ap s  many o f  them s t i l l  b e l ie v e ,  t h a t  he 
l o s t  th e  b a t t l e  o f  B u ll Run in  consequence o f  I n to x ic a t io n .
The fame o f  a w o rth y  p u b lic  man ought to  b© ch e rish e d  as a 
p a r t  o f  th e  n a tio n * s  p o s s e s s io n s ;  y e t th e  n o b le s t  and b e s t  
c i t i z e n s  who have se rv ed  th© co u n try  in  the h ig h e s t  capa­
c i t i e s  have won t h e i r  honors and perform ed t h e i r  d u tie s  
am idst showers o f  o b lo q u y .“ 7
In  opposing  th e  appo in tm ent o f  th e  E le c to r a l  Commission 
o f  1876, G a r f ie ld  contended  t h a t  frau d s  in  © lec tio n s  had been 
p r e v a le n t  b e fo r e ,  b u t  Congress d id  no t go "behind  th© d e c la re d  
m a jo r i ty  o f  th e  v o te s  o f  a S ta te  f o r  E le c to r s "  and in q u ire  how
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th e  m a jo r i ty  was o b ta in ed *  He used  as a b a s i s  f o r  th e  a rg u ­
ment th e  fo llo w in g  exam plei
Sueh an in q u iry  as t h a t  n ev er has been  a t t e m p t e d ,  b u t 
n o t b ecau se  th e re  were no f ra u d s .  What c a r e f u l  s tu d e n t o f  
Am erican h i s t o r y  does n o t know t h a t ,  in  th e  y e a r  1844, Henry 
Clay was ro b b ed  o f  th e  e l e c t o r a l  v o te  o f  t h i s  same S ta te  o f 
L o u is ia n a , and t h a t ,  by th e  raosx; sham eless and o u tragedus 
f r a u d  and v io le n c e ,  i t  was d e l iv e re d  over to  &* fo lk ?
I  r e f e r ,  o f  c o u rse , to  the  P laquem ines frau d s*  ^
H y p o th e tic a l exam ples a re  a ls o  found in  th e  G a r f ie ld  
speeches*  In  "P roposed Repeal o f  th e  Resumption Law,” we have 
a case  i n  p o in t*
Suppose th a t  a fa rm er in  one o f your E a s te rn  S ta te s  s e l l s  
h is  farm  f o r  #10 ,000 . He w ants to  remove to  th e  G reat W est.
He g e ts  te n  g reenbacks o f  th e  denom ination  o f  #1,000 each .
T his i s  e a sy  to  c a r ry ;  he can pu t i t  in  h is  v e s t pocket* 0© 
you th in k ,  as a m a tte r  o f  conven ience , he w i l l  go to  the 
A s s is ta n t  T re a su re r  in  Hew York and g e t  f o r  th o se  greenbacks 
f o r ty  pounds' w eigh t o f  go ld  c o in  to  c a r ry  in  h is  p o ck e ts , 
o r ,  i f  th e  s i l v e r  d o l l a r  sh o u ld  be r e s to r e d ,  s i x  hundred and 
f o r ty  pounds o f  s i l v e r ?  Ho, gentlem en; th e  moment your g reen ­
back I s  eq u a l to  g o ld , I t  i s  b e t t e r  th an  g o ld , f o r  i t  i s  more 
co n v e n ie n t; and i t  w i l l  rem ain  in  c i r c u la t i o n  u n t i l  th e  b u s i ­
n ess  o f  th e  co u n try  demands i t s  w ith d raw a l*^9
These exam ples and o th e rs  in  th e  G a rf ie ld  speeches se rv e  
to  d em o n stra te  s e v e ra l  Im p o rtan t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  th a t  a re  
ty p ic a l  o f  t h i s  ty p e  o f  ev id en ce  in  h is  ad d re sses*  F i r s t ,  
G a r f ie ld  used examples t h a t  r e a l l y  I l l u s t r a t e d  th e  p o in t he 
was t r y in g  to  make* Thonssen and B aird  su g g e s t t h a t  examples 
most do th i s  and " f a i l i n g  t h a t ,  th ey  lo se  t h e i r  lo g ic a l  r ig h t  
to  a p la c e  in  d i s c o u r s e * " ^  A second c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  i s  th a t  
h is  exam ples f i t t e d  sm oothly and lo g ic a l ly  in to  th© co n tex t
68Workg. I I ,  399 ,
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©f th e  speech* T h ird , th e y  were s u f f i c i e n t l y  long  to  he c l e a r ly  
u n d e rs to o d  and y e t  n o t f i l l e d  w ith  so much d e t a i l  as to be bar** 
ing* F o u r th , he d id  n o t wo v e r-u s e w t h i s  type o f ev id en ce • In  
o th e r  w ords, he d id  n o t overwhelm h is  aud ience w ith  exam ples, 
as he sometim es was in c l in e d  to  do w ith  s t a t i s t i c s *  F i f t h ,  
g e n e ra l ly ,  when exam ples appeared  th e re  were o th e r  types o f  
ev id en ce  in  th e  sp eech , w hich th e  examples o f te n  se rv ed  to  
i l l u s t r a t e  and am plify*
Argument* What o f  G arfie ld *  s us© o f argument? T his 
phase o f  h is  lo g ic a l  p ro o f  is  now to  be co n s id e red  in  th e
l i g h t  o f  th e  speeches he made d u rin g  th e  p e r io d  (1876- 1880)*
G a r f ie ld  r e l i e d  h e a v ily  on argument from s p e c i f ic  in s ta n c e  
in  h is  p o l i t i c a l  ad d resses*  "The D em ocratic P a r ty  and th e  
Government, K w hich was a r e p ly  to  L* Q. C* Lamar, i s  an ex­
ample* As has been  a lre a d y  p o in te d  o u t ,  Lamar d e l iv e re d  a 
speech  in  which he a t ta c k e d  c o r ru p tio n  in  governm ent, e lo ­
q u e n tly  p lead ed  f o r  honesty  In  governm ent a d m in is t r a t io n ,  
and f o r  a r e tu rn  o f  th e  D em ocratic P a rty  to  power* G a rf ie ld  
contended  t h a t  th e  D em ocratic P a r ty  must n o t be e n tru s te d  w ith  
th e  n a t io n a l  a d m in is t r a t io n ,  because i t  was the  p a r ty  o f  r e b e l ­
l io n  and had n o t a ccep ted  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  the  war* To e s ta b ­
l i s h  h i s  c o n te n tio n  G a rf ie ld  reaso n ed  from  s p e c i f ic  in s tan ce*  
G a r f ie ld  p re s e n te d  e x p re s s io n s  from a S outhern  new spaper, an 
ex-G overnor o f  M is s is s ip p i ,  a S ou thern  clergym an, a form er 
C o n fed era te  c a b in e t o f f i c e r ,  and a D em ocratic S en a to r from 
Sew Y ork, he concluded from  t h i s  c o l le c t io n  o f  in s ta n c e s  
th a t  th e  D em ocratic F a r ty , In g e n e ra l ,  and th e  S outhern  wing
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in  p a r t i c u la r *  had n o t ac cep ted  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  war* and 
th e re fo r e  th e  Democrats ought n o t be e le c te d  by th e  v o te rs  to  
ta k e  o v er th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  the  f e d e r a l  government*
The sp eech  in c re a s e d  th e  s p e a k e r ’s in f lu e n c e  and p re s ­
t ig e  in  h i s  own p a rty *  However, viewed from  th e  s ta n d p o in t 
o f  c l e a r  th in k in g , th e  argum ent was weak* In  the f i r s t  p la c e , 
th e  number o f in s ta n c e s  was too few to  j u s t i f y  G arfie ld * s  
g e n e ra l  co n c lu s io n *  In  th e  second p la c e ,  i t  i s  d o u b tfu l 
w hether in s ta n c e s  c i t e d  were r e p r e s e n ta t i v e .  To i l l u s t r a t e :  
G a r f ie ld  gave a q u o ta tio n  from a Rev* T aylor M artin , o f  Char­
l o t t e ,  Worth C a ro lin a , In  w hich th e  p re a c h e r  was re p o r te d  as 
c la im in g  th a t  th e  " l o s t  ca u se” was to  trium ph e v e n tu a l ly  and 
th a t  a t  a "n o t f a r  d i s t a n t  day" th e re  would be " ’store and bars* 
f l o a t i n g  p ro u d ly  o ver o u r sunny S ou th*11 At th e  co n c lu s io n  o f 
th e  q u o ta t io n ,  a Mr* Y eatea in te r r u p te d  from the f lo o r  o f  th e  
House:
W ith th e  co n sen t o f  th e  gentlem an from Ohio, I  want to  
s t a t e  t h a t  I  have seen  u n d er the  s ig n a tu re  o f  th e  gentlem an 
from  whom he has j u s t  quoted a s ta tem e n t denying JLn to to  
every  word o f  w hat has j u s t  been  re a d ; and a number o f  
gentlem en who h ea rd  th e  speeeh  c e r t i f y  th a t  the  q u o ta tio n  
i s  f a l s e  in  ev e ry  p a r t ic u la r *  * * * There i s  no doubt o f  
th e  c o r re c tn e s s  o f  my s ta te m e n t*91
G a rf ie ld  ac c e p ted  th e  c o r r e c t io n  and s a id :  "L et th e  e x t r a c t
a n d 'th e  d e n ia l  s ta n d  to g e th e r * " ^  This in c id e n t  su g g ests  th a t  
th e  s e l e c t io n  o f  in s ta n c e s  in  the  speech  may have w ell been 
chosen on p a r t i s a n  b ia s ,  b u t  n o t o b je c tiv e ly *  However,
9 Works. I I ,  372 
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G a rf ie ld * s  co n c lu s io n s  were p ro b ab ly  made to  s t i c k  in  the 
mind o f  many v o te r s  ,  even i f  th ey  were drawn from i n s u f f i ­
c i e n t  ev id en ce  to  s a t i s f y  th e  lo g ic ia n *
G a r f ie ld  a l s o  r e l i e d  on th e  same ty p e  o f  re a so n in g  in  
h is  p o l i t i c a l  a d d re s se s  to  prove t h a t  th e  R epub lican  P a rty  
was n o t g u i l t y  o f  th e  ch a rg e  o f co rru p tio n *  For example* 
he c i t e d  t h i s  in s ta n c e :
In  an o f f i c i a l  l e t t e r  to  th e  S e n a te , under d a te  o f  June l p ,  
1876, th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  th e  T reasury  cop ies from  h ia  re c o rd s  
the  a g g reg a te  lo s s e s  by d e f a lc a t io n s  and th e  lo s s  p e r  thou ­
sand d o l l a r s ,  in  each  p e r io d  o f fo u r  y ea rs  s in c e  I 83I4., in  
a l l  th e  d ep artm en ts  and b u reau s  o f  th e  government*
From January  1 , lS 3lp, to  Ju ly  1 , l3 6 l ,  th e  t o t a l  d i s ­
bursem ents o f  th e  governm ent were $1 , 3^9 *977*5^2 *52 ; th e  
t o t a l  d e f a lc a t io n s  were $12 , $61 , 722. 91 ; o r a lo s s  o f  $9*02 
to  #1,000* From J u ly  1 , I 80I ,  to  Ju ly  1* 1875* th e  t o t a l  
d isb u rsem en ts  were $12*566,392,569*53* th e  t o t a l  d e f a lc a ­
t io n s  were #9*905*20$*3 7 ; o r  a lo s s  o f  tw e n ty -s ix  c e n ts  to  
th e  #1 , 000* In  th e  l a t t e r  p e r io d  th e  d isbu rsem en ts were 
'  ' a t  as in  fo rm er, and th e  d e f a le a -
G a r f ie ld  answered h is  o p p o n e n ts  p le a  f o r  c i v i l  s e rv ic e  
refo rm  by  co n ten d in g  t h a t  th e  D em ocratic P a rty  was in s in c e re  
in  a s k in g  f o r  I t*  He su p p o rted  h is  c o n te n tio n  by argument 
from  s p e c i f i c  in s tan c e *
They came In  w ith  th e  c ry  o f  C iv il  S e rv ice  Reform on 
t h e i r  l ip s *  There were 150 o f f i c e r s  o r employes around th e  
House o f R e p re se n ta tiv e s*  They s t r u c k  as w ith  a broom to  
sweep everybody o u t;  and a t  l a s t  when th ey  were sweeping 
o u t th e  c r ip p le d  and wounded s o l d i e r s ,  and th e re  s tan d s  
one o f  them, and j u s t  b e fo re  th e  blow s tru c k  him p u b lic  
a t t e n t io n  was c a l le d  to  i t  and th ey  were ashamed to  sweep 
a l l  o f  them o u t ,  and th ey  l e f t  a h a l f  a dozen as a mere 
specim en so a s  t o  say  th a t  th e y  d id  n o t c lean  ou t th e  very  
l a s t  Union s o ld ie r*  F if ty - s e v e n  Union s o ld ie r s  employed 
around th e  House o f  R e p re se n ta tiv e s  were tu rn ed  o u t,  neck 
and h e e ls ,  n o t because th ey  were n o t f a i t h f u l  o f f i c e r s ,  b u t  
because  th ey  were R ep u b lican s , and in  t h e i r  p la c e s  over 
f o r ty  r e b e l  o f f i c e r s  and s o ld i e r s  were p u t In  to  do t h e i r
93Works. I I ,  385 .
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w ork, and th e  k in d  o f  men th ey  pu t in  yon know too  w e l l*  The
C le rk  o f  th e  Committee on Ways and Means , who Is  e n t r u s te d
w ith  th e  v a s t  s e c r e t s  o f  t a x a t io n ,  was a member o f  th e  lo b b y ,  
a c o t to n  c la im  agent*  Such a man was e n t ru s te d  w ith  th e  
s e c r e t s  and con fidence  o f  t h a t  com m ittee—a man who b u t  a 
s h o r t  tim e b e fo re  had named h is  c h i ld  a f t e r  th e  a s s a s s in  o f  
Abraham h in c o ln l  They took  a c le rk  who had been  t h e r e  fo r  
tw e n ty -f iv e  y e a r s ,  who had been  th e re  under a D em ocratic 
a d m in is t r a t io n ,  and tu rn e d  him o u t to  p u t in  a new man th a t
was h im s e lf  tu rn e d  ou t because he was found to  be a s p e c u la t­
ing  c la im  a g e n t
G a r f ie ld  was fond o f  analogy and o f te n  a p p ro p r ia te d  th i s  
tjp® ° f  argum ent in  h i s  m em orial and p o l i t i c a l  ad d resses*  
S tro n g , and seme o b v io u s ly  weak, com parisons appear in  h is  
sp e ech e s , as fo llo w in g  examples show* In  "The D em ocratic 
P a r ty  and th e  G overnm ent," G a r f ie ld  d e c la re d :
Suppose, gentlem en o f th e  South , you had won the  v ic to ry  
in  the w ar; th a t  you had c a p tu re d  W ashington and G e tty sb u rg , 
P h ila d e lp h ia  and New ^ o rk ; and we o f the  N orth , d e f e a t e d  and 
conquered , had l a i n  p r o s t r a t e  a t  your f e e t?  Do you b e l ie v e  
th a t  by t h i s  tim e you would be ready  and w i l l i n g  to  i n t r u s t  
to  u s —o u r G a r r is o n s , o u r P h i l l i p s e s ,  o u r Wades, and th e  
g r e a t  a r r a y  o f  th o se  who were th e  le a d e rs  o f  our th o u g h t— 
to  i n t r u s t  to  us th e  f r u i t s  o f  your v ic to r y ,  the enforcem ent 
o f  y o u r d o c tr in e s  o f S ta te  so v e re ig n ty  and th e  work o f  ex ten d ­
ing the domain o f  s la v e ry ?  Do you th in k  so? And I f  n o t ,  w i l l  
you no t pardon  ua when we t e l l  you th a t  we a re  n o t q u i t e  ready 
to  t r u s t  th e  p re c io u s  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  n a tio n * s  v ic to ry  in  your 
hands ?95
I t  i s  q u i te  p ro b ab le  th a t  t h i s  supposed o r h y p o th e tic a l  
com parison met w ith  much fa v o r  In R epublican  P a r ty  c i r c l e s ,  
b u t i t s  w eaknesses a re  g la r in g  to  th e  u n b ia sed  exam iner* In  
th e  f i r s t  p la c e ,  I t  was p re d ic a te d  on a g e n e ra l iz a t io n  th a t ,  
to  say  th e  l e a s t ,  was q u e s tio n a b le *  T his g e n e ra l iz a t io n  was
^ G a r f i e l d  Papers (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  the  campaign o f  
1876, found In  P u b lic  U tte ra n c e s  o f  1875-77)*
^ Worka * I I , 375*
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th a t  th e  R epub lican  P a r ty  was synonymous w ith  th e  N orth , and 
th a t  th e r e f o r e ,  i f  th e  D em ocratic P a rty  won th e  e le c t io n  o f  
1876, i t  m eant tu rn in g  th e  n a t io n a l  a d m in is t ra t io n  o ver to  the  
South* A nother weakness was th e  assum ption  th a t  th e  Democrats 
ru n n in g  f o r  o f f ic e  in  1876 were th e  e x tre m is ts  f o r  s e c e s s io n , 
s la v e r y ,  and s t a t e  s o v e re ig n ty  t h a t  G a rriso n , P h i l l i p s ,  and 
Wade were f o r  a b o l i t io n *
In  h i s  f u r th e r  e f f o r t s  to  prove th a t  the  D em ocratic P a r ty  
shou ld  n o t  be re tu rn e d  to  pow er, G a r f ie ld  compared i t  to  the 
T o rie s  in  th e  days o f  th e  R evolu tion*
And how was i t  in  our own c o u n try , when our f a th e r s  had 
trium phed in  th e  w ar o f  th e  R evo lu tion?  When the v ic to ry  was 
won, d id  th e y  open t h e i r  arms to  the  l o y a l i s t s ,  &s they  c a l le d  
th e m se lv es , o r  T o r ie s , as ou r f a th e r s  c a l le d  them? Did they  
in v i t e  them back? Hot one* They c o n f is c a te d  t h e i r  lands*
The S ta te s  p a sse d  d ec rees  t h a t  no Tory sh o u ld  l iv e  on ou r 
s o i l*  • • • Now I  do no t r e f e r  to  th i s  as an example which 
we ought to  fo llow * 0 , no* We l i v e  in  a m ild e r  e r a ,  in  an 
age so f te n e d  by th e  more g e n ia l  In f lu e n c e  o f  C h r is t ia n  c i v i ­
l i z a t io n *  W itness th e  s ix ty -o n e  men who fo u g h t a g a in s t  us 
in  th e  l a t e  w ar, and who a re  now s i t t i n g  in  t h i s  and th e  
oth er chamber o f  Congress* • • • Only p le a s e  do no t say  
that you a re  j u a t  now e s p e c ia l ly  f i t t e d  to  r u le  th e  r e p u b lic ,  
and to  be the a p o s t le s  o f  l i b e r t y  and o f  b le s s in g  to  the  
co lo re d  r a c e *9®
G a r f ie ld  made i t  c le a r  th a t  he d id  n o t advocate  th e  ex­
p u ls io n  o f Democrats from  the  s o i l  o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s ,  b u t 
he d e f i n i t e l y  su g g e s ted  th a t  I t  would be out o f o rd e r  to  r e tu r n  
them to  power, j u s t  as i t  would have been  unwise fo r  the f a th e r s  
to  b r in g  back  th e  T o rie s  to  power* He s a id :  "Now, Mr* C h a ir­
man, n o tw ith s ta n d in g  a l l  th e  f e a r f u l  c o r ru p tio n  o f  h is  tim e 
d e s c r ib e d  by *Iohn Adams, our f a th e r s  n ev e r th o u g h t I t  n eces­
s a ry  to  c a l l  th e  T o rie s  back  to  take charge o f t h e i r  newly
Works, I I ,  38 0 ,
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g a in e d  l i b e r t i e s  P robab ly  mo3t  s tu d e n ts  would agree today
th a t  th e re  were s ig n i f i c a n t  d if fe re n c e s  betw een th e  T ories o f 
1776 and th e  Democrats o f  1876, and t h a t  th e r e in  l i e s  th e  weak 
n ess  o f  t h i s  analogy#
G a r f ie ld  was s k i l l f u l  in  u s in g  an a lo g ie s  which p la c e d  th e  
R epub lican  c a n d id a te  in  a good l i g h t ,  and th e  D em ocratic ean d i 
d a te  in  th e  o p p o s ite  p o s it io n *  A p o r tio n  of h is  campaign 
speech  d e l iv e r e d  Septem ber 23 ,  18?6 , i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  p o in t#
I t  was g iv e n , o f  c o u rse , in  the  b i t t e r  campaign p ro ceed in g  
th e  e le c t io n  o f  R u th e rfo rd  B. Hayes#
Why, a lm ost th e  v e ry  day th a t  T ild e n  was w r i t in g  a t  
C hicago, w ith  V allandigham  a t  h is  elbow , in  a com m ittee room, 
th a t  your war was s f a i l u r e ,  what was R u th e rfo rd  B* Hayes 
doing? L et me t e l l  you* Why, up in  W inchester town, in  
th e  Shenango v a l le y ,  th e re  was a b a t t l e  rag ing*  I t  had 
raged  a lo n g  tim e , u n t i l  th e  n ig h t was coming on, and 
f i n a l l y ,  i t  was t o ld  t h a t  th e  Twenty-*third Ohio must s to rm  
a c e r t a in  p o in t ,  o r  e l s e  th e  day was lo s t*  H is men charged 
and ru sh ed  on u n t i l  a t  l a s t  th e  l in e  stopped# There was a 
b ro a d , d eep , s ta g n a n t  m arsh ly in g  in  f r o n t ;  beyond th a t  
marsh th e  r e b e l  b a t t e r y  was p la n te d , and R u th erfo rd  B#
Hayes, w ith o u t a moment’s h e s i t a t i o n ,  p lunged h is  h o rse  
in to  th e  h e a r t  o f  th e  m arsh, and when he was tw o -th ird a  
o f  th e  way th rough  th e  h o rse  m ired* G eneral Hayes leap ed  
from  the  sa d d le , l e f t  h is  h o rse  m ir in g , scram bled  and swam 
to  th e  o th e r  s h o re , a c ro s s  th e  m arsh, and tu rn in g  back to  
h is  b r ig a d e  he c a l le d  a lo u d . ’’W ill you l e a v e  your G e n era l  
h e re  a lo n e?  Come o n i” And a t  th e  sound o f  h ia  v o ice  th e  
men le ap ed  and bounded and f le w  u n t i l  th e y  g ained  th e  fu r*  
th e r  s id e ,  and w ith  him a t  t h e i r  head , under th e  f i r e  o f 
sh o t and s h e l l ,  w ith  h a i l  r a in in g  around him and h is  r e g i ­
m ent, they  clam bered  th e  h e ig h ts  and cap tu red  th e  guns, and 
took th e  c i t a d e l  and saved  th e  day# And now ou r l in e  o f  
b a t t l e  s t r e t c h e s  from  Maine to  C a l i f o rn ia  th is  f a l l#  They 
have gained  the  day in  Maine; * * * Ohio is c a l le d  to  make 
h e r  c h a rg e , and R u th e rfo rd  B# Hayes to  le ad  us y e t#  He 
w alks fo rw ard  as he d id  th a t  day in  the  V alley  o f Shenandoah, 
to  le a d  us o ver th e  m arshes and p i t s  t h a t  the D em ocratic 
p a r ty  have dug; and he w i l l  le a d  us up th e  h e ig h ts  and 
c a p tu re  t h e i r  c i t a d e l  and c a r ry  the  day as he c a r r ie d  i t
07
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when S h e rid a n  came, and the  b a t t l e  was won#98 
G a r f ie ld  argued  t h a t  s in c e  Hayes wa3 s u c c e s s fu l  in  the m i l i ­
ta ry  rea lm , he would a ls o  be su c c e s s fu l  in  th e  p o l i t i c a l*  
P robab ly  h is  au d ien ce  never asked them selves th e  q u e s tio n :
Are th e re  s ig n i f i c a n t  d if f e re n c e s  between p o l i t i c a l  and m i l i ­
ta ry  b a t t l e ?  Or, does su ccess in  a m i l i t a r y  enco u n ter In su re  
su c cess  in  a p o l i t i c a l  one? And i t  Is f u r th e r  p ro b ab le  t h a t  
th e  h ig h ly  d ram a tic  analogy g a in e d  v o tes  f o r  th e  sp e a k e r’ s 
p a rty *
There a re  a n a lo g ie s  in  th e  G a r f ie ld  speeches th a t  a re  
sound and m eet th e  t e s t s  o f  v a l id i ty #  For exam ple, G a rf ie ld  
drew a com parison betw een the l i f e  o f  M argaret F u l le r  and 
Miss Almeda A. Booth in  h is  m em orial ad d ress  on the  l a t t e r *  
A fte r  p re s e n tin g  the com parison, he concluded!
H ighly  as I  a p p re c ia te  the c h a ra c te r  o f M argaret F u l le r ,  
g r e a t ly  as I  adm ire h e r  rem arkab le  a b i l i t i e s ,  I  do n o t h e s i ­
t a t e  to  sa y , th a t  in  no fo u r y e a rs  o f h e r  l i f e  d id  h e r  a c h iev e ­
m ents, b r i l l i a n t  as they  w ere , eq u a l th e  work accom plished  by 
Miss Booth d u rin g  th e  fo u r y ea rs  th a t  fo llow ed  h e r  coming to  
Hiram* 99
The an a lo g y  was sound and f a i r ,  f o r  i t  was b u i l t  on f a c t s  th a t  
co u ld  be v e r i f i e d  and was core f u l l y  su p p o rted  by o th e r  ev idence  
the speech*
In  “Obedience to  Law th e  F i r s t  Duty o f C o n g ress ,” we have 
a n o th e r  example o f  G a r f ie ld ’s a b i l i t y  to  choose a p p ro p r ia te  
and v a l i d  a n a lo g ie s#  He argued th a t  congressm en must obey
980a r f l e l d  Papers (Pound in  P u b lic  U tte ra n ces  o f  1 8 7 5 -7 7 ) .  
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th e laws th ey  make whether the In d iv idual member o f  Congress 
l ik e d  or d is l ik e d  them#
Mr# Chairman, by fa r  the most form idable danger th at  
th rea ten s the rep u b lic  to -d ay  i s  the s p i r i t  o f  law-breaking  
which shows i t s e l f  in  many turbulent and alarm ing m anifesta­
t io n s#  The peop le o f  the P a c if ic  C oast, a f te r  two years o f  
w r e s t lin g  w ith  Communism in  the c i t y  o f  Can F ran cisco , have 
f i n a l l y  grappled w ith  th is  la w less  s p i r i t ,  and the lead er  
o f  i t  was y esterd a y  sentenced  to  penal serv itu d e  as a v io ­
la to r  o f  the law* But what can we say to  Bennis Kearney 
and h is  a s s o c ia te s ,  i f  to-day we announce o u rse lv es  the  
forem ost law -breakers o f  the country, and s e t  an example 
fo r  a l l  the tu rb u len t and v ic io u s  elem ents o f  d isord er to
f o l l o w t l O O
Car f i e l d ’ s aptness in  the s e le c t io n  o f  h is  an a lo g ies i s  
i l lu s t r a t e d  c le a r ly  In one o f  h is  campaign speeches in  which 
he attem pted to  exonerate h im se lf  from the r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  o f  
a law which r a ise d  the s a la r ie s  o f  congressmen# The in c i ­
dent was known as "The S alary  Crab, n and c r it ic is m  aga in st  
i t  was in ten se#  G a rfie ld  was chairman o f the Appropriations 
Committee a t  the time the unpopular measure was attached  as 
a r id er  to one o f  the b i l l s  from h is  committee* Because of  
the resentm ent aroused by the measure, i t  was im perative  
th a t G arfie ld  c le a r  h im se lf  in  the eyes o f  h is  co n stitu en ts#  
Be employed the fo llo w in g  analogy:
I  d id  a l l  in  my power to  prevent that p ro v is io n  being  
added to  th e b i l l *  I  voted  a g a in st i t  e ig h teen  times* I  
spoke a g a in st i t ,  but by a very large  vote in  the House, 
and s t i l l  la rg er  vote in  the Senate, the sa la ry  c lau se was 
put upon the b i l l #  I  was cap ta in  o f  the sh ip , and th is  
o b jec tio n a b le  fr e ig h t  had been put upon my deck# I had 
t r i e d  to keep i t  o ff#  What should I do? Burn the ship?
Sink her? Or, having washed my hands o f  the r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  
fo r  th a t part o f  her cargo I had tr ie d  to keep o f f ,  navigate
100Worka. I I ,  728-729 .
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h e r  in to  p o rt*  and l e t  th o se  who had p u t t h i s  f r e i g h t  on be 
re s p o n s ib le  f o r  i t ? i 01
There were many d if fe re n c e s  betw een a sh ip  and th e  Appro­
p r i a t i o n s  Committee in  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  House o f  R ep resen ta ­
t iv e s ?  and y e t  ta k in g  in to  c o n s id e ra t io n  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  back­
ground , th e  e x p la n a tio n  p reced in g  th e  an a lo g y , and a l l  th e  
argum ent th a t  fo llo w ed , th e  c r i t i c  i s  j u s t i f i e d  in  conclud­
in g  the  sp e a k e r  was w ise  in  u s in g  t h i s  com parison . I t  f i t t e d  
l o g i c a l l y  in to  th e  c o n te x t ,  sounded re a s o n a b le , and was r ig h t  
to  th e  p o in t .  G a r f ie ld  was r e - e le c te d  to  C ongress, and th e  
u n popu la r m easure was rep ea led *
G a r f ie ld  r e s o r te d  to  some a n a lo g ie s  w hich a re  more 
a k in  to  p o l i t i c a l  propaganda th a n  argum ent. For example, 
a c l ip p in g  i n  the  G a r f ie ld  P apers f o r  Septem ber 23, 18?6 , 
re v e a le d  t h a t  G a r f ie ld  made a speech  in  which he compared 
th e  D em ocratic  P a r ty  to  an ic e b e rg  w hich had had o r ig in a l ly  
much p u r i ty  and good w ith in  i t s  b u lk . However, acco rd in g  
to  G a r f ie ld ,  i t
• had un d er th e  warmth o f  th e  sun c o n s ta n t ly  been 
lo s in g  a l l  t h a t  make i t  f a i r  to  look  upon. The p u r i ty  
o f  th e  D em ocratic co n g lo m era tio n  had been  absorbed  by 
th e  R epub lican  p a r ty  and now very l i t t l e  rem ained in  
th e  g r e a t  c h a o tic  mass o f  ru b b ish  and n a s t in e s s  o f  
in c o n g ru i t ie s  and in c o n s is te n c ie s ,  and I t  was o n ly
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h eld  to g eth er  because frozen  together#*®^
In G arfie ld *s argum entative speeches h is  cau sal in fe r ­
ences were o f te n  ch a ra cter ized  by o v e r -s im p lif ic a t io n . For 
example ,  in  h is  speeches on fin a n ce , in  which he argued 
a g a in st the rep ea l o f  the resumption law , he denied that  
th e resum ption a c t in  England caused f in a n c ia l  d is t r e s s ,  ©r 
th a t  i t  would cause a d ep ression  in  America* He argued that 
d ep ression  in  America (EFFECT) sprang from O v ertra d in g , 
sp e c u la t io n , and undue expansion o f  instrum ents o f  credit;** 
(CAUSE) th e r e fo r e , he m aintained, i t  was a m istake to  say  
that th e  resum ption o f  sp ec ie  payments would bring d ep ression .
Again G a rfie ld  reasoned th a t the high p r ic e s  o f  1862- 
I 8 7 O (EFFECT) were a r e s u lt  o f  war (CAUSE) and th a t the
G a rfie ld  Papers (Found among the Public U tterances  
o f  IQ7 5 - 7 7 ) * F ollow ing Is another o f the same type o f  ana­
lo g y , and i t  i s  a ls o  found in  the P ub lic  U tterances o f  
1675-77:
I  remember a s to ry  in  Freneh h is to r y  that might be 
remembered w ith  p r o f it  for  a moment here* A fter  Napoleon had 
been f in a l ly  driven  in to  e x i le  and the great a l l i e d  sovereigns  
had gathered  t h e ir  a r a ie s  in  Paris to  bring back to the throne 
the o ld  Bourbon, that s p i r i t  o f  re a c tio n  and despotism  w ith  
rare f  1 ashing je w e ls , b la z in g  pomp and ceremony, they were 
e sc o r t in g  the weak, wicked Bourbon to put the bauble crown 
upon h is  head, and there stood  lean in g  aga in st a p i l la r  an o ld  
s o ld ie r  o f  the Court o f  Napoleon who wore above h is  heart the  
iron  c r o s s ,  th e  Cross o f  the Legion o f  Honor, and on© o f the  
co u r tie r s  stand in g  near him, not knowing who he was, exclaim ed, 
“Oh, Is not th is  a grand pageant? Can you Imagine a greater
pageant than this?** Said the o ld  s o ld ie r ,  w ith  a f la s h  o f  h is
e y e , “Tea, I f  the f iv e  hundred thousand dead comrades o f  mine 
who fought to  prevent th is  th in g  were here, I  could see  a 
grander pageant*" And fe llo w  c i t i z e n s ,  I f  the time should  
come when on the fou rth  o f  March n ex t, T llden  and Hendricks 
should be le d  up In triumphal p rocession  to C apitol H i l l  and 
stand where L incoln  stood  to  take the P r e s id e n tia l o f f ic e  and 
en ter  upon i t s  d u t ie s , the pageant o f  the Democratic p arty , 
w ith  i t s  Confederate fr ien d s  gathered th e re , X should f e e l  
th a t to  be a grander pageant that would b rin g  back our f iv e
hundred thousand dead heroes who fought to  prevent th is*  • » •
is s u in g  o f  greenback currency in c id en t to  the war was not the  
fa c to r  (CAUSE) th at brought about the h igh  p r ic e s  (EFFECT)* 
fie fu r th er  argued th a t s in c e  the war (CAUSE) was over and the  
country was back to  a more normal s t a t e ,  i t  was but in e v ita b le  
th a t p r ic e s  should  go down (EFFECT)# G arfie ld  explained*
To our fo r e ig n  and dom estic markets was added the war 
market* War cat l ik e  a grim m onster, sw allow ing up the 
accumulated w ea lth  o f  the country* More than a m ill io n  men 
were taken out o f  th e  ranks o f producers and* added to  the  
ranks o f  consumers, and p r ic e s  went up# * * # 1 0 3
The reason in g  had m erit and d o u b tless p ossessed  a r in g  o f  
reason ab leness and soundness to  many o f h is  au d itors*  Yet 
G arfie ld  had o v e r -s im p lif ie d  the ease; fo r  w hile the war had 
caused h ig h  p r ic e s ,  i t  did not n e c e s s a r ily  fo llo w  that a 
b u sin ess  r e c e s s io n  must come sh o r tly  a f te r  the war* There 
might have been o th er fa c to r s  such as an expanded economy* 
g rea ter  production  o f  c iv i l ia n  goods, or government su b s id ie s  
th a t could have operated  to  prevent unusual d ec lin e  o f  p rices*  
I t  w as, o f  cou rse , im possib le to  draw ab so lu te  con clusions  
about the causes o f  such complex problems as war and depres­
s io n , and o v e r -s im p lif ic a t io n  was probably to  be expected*
G arfie ld  lik e w is e  o v e r -s im p lif ie d  the case on the issu e  
o f  corruption  in  government* fie im plied  that the corruption  
in  government (EFFECT) was in  r e a l i t y  in cid en t to the war 
(CAUSE) Obviously there might w e ll have been causes other
than war, such as in e f f ic ie n c y ,  g r a f t ,  and b rib ery , to  ex p la in
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th e  s c a n d a ls  in  th e  n a t io n a l  and s t a t e  gov©rumen t •
In  the  b i t t e r  d eb a te  In  tb© House o v er an a p p ro p r ia tio n s  
b i l l ,  G a r f ie ld  used  c a u s a l In fe re n c e  w ith  unusual s k i l l *  The 
D em ocrats, th en  th e  m a jo r ity  p a r ty  in  th e  House, had a t ta c h e d  
a r i d e r  to  th e  b i l l  t h a t  would p re v en t money from b e in g  sp e n t 
to  e n fo rc e  e l e c t io n  laws obnoxious to  them* P re s id e n t  Hayes 
v e to ed  th e  b i l l  b ecau se  o f  th e  r i d e r ,  and th e  D em ocratic 
m a jo r i ty  in  th e  House re fu s e d  to  p ass  i t *  Therefor® , in  
1879 th e  P re s id e n t  c a l le d  a s p e c ia l  s e s s io n  o f  Congress* 
G a r f ie ld  argued  t h a t  th e  m a jo r i ty  p a r ty fs r e f u s a l  to  pass 
th e  a p p ro p r ia t io n  b i l l  (CAUSE) would end in  th e  u lt im a te  d es­
t r u c t io n  o f  th e  Government by s ta r v a t io n  (EFFECT)* He made 
th e  argum ent em phatic and d e c la re d  th e  Democrats had sought 
d e s t ru c t io n  o f  th e  governm ent a t  one tim e by r e b e l l io n ,  b u t 
c u r r e n t ly  so u g h t i t s  r u in  by s ta rv a t io n *  The R epublican  f lo o r  
le a d e r  won th e  f i g h t ,  f o r  th e  m a jo r i ty  p a r ty  f i n a l l y  v o ted  
th e  a p p ro p r ia t io n  b i l l  w ith o u t a r i d e r ,  and G a r f ie ld  re p e a te d  
h is  c a u sa l in fe re n c e s  in  th e  campaign o f  the  n ex t year*
G a r f ie ld  in  h i s  a rg u m en ta tiv e  speeches reasoned  d ed u c t­
iv e ly  from b ro ad  and commonly accep ted  g e n e ra l is a t io n s *  For 
exam ple, in  G a r f ie ld ’ s speeches on f in an c e  th e re  was a b a s ic  
p rem ise th a t  r a n  th ro u g h  th e  ad d resses*  T his prem ise was 
th a t  ev e ry  in d iv id u a l  sh o u ld  keep h is  p le d g e s , b u t i t  was 
even more Im p era tiv e  th a t  a n a t io n  sh o u ld  m a in ta in  i t s  f a i t h  
and honor by d i l i g e n t l y  keep ing  prom ises* His rea so n in g  might 
be s t a t e d  in  s y l l o g i s t i c  form  as fo llo w s :
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M ajor P rom ise; I t  Is  im p e ra tiv e  t h a t  men and
n a t io n s  keep t h e i r  p rom ises in  
o rd e r  to  m a in ta in  f a i t h  and honor*
Minor P rem ises The resu m p tio n  o f  s p e c ie  payments
was prom ised  by t h i s  coun try*
C onclusions th e r e fo r e  th e  resum ption  o f  s p e c ie
paym ents i s  n e c e ssa ry  to  th e  main­
tenance  o f  the f a i t h  and honor o f  
o u r  coun try*
The q u e s t io n  o f  th e  resum ption  o f  s p e c ie  payments was 
n o t one o f  exped iency  w ith  G a rfie ld *  He c o n s id e red  th e  is s u e  
a  m a t te r  o f  r i g h t  and w rong, and b ro u g h t to  th e  d is c u s s io n s  
th e  fo rc e  o f  h is  own e t h i c a l  id ea lism *  most c a ses  G a r f ie ld  
assumed th e  g e n e r a l iz a t io n  t h a t  a n a t io n  must keep i t s  p ro m ise s , 
and he gave h is  tim e to  th e  e f f o r t  o f  e s ta b l i s h in g  h is  con­
t e n t io n  t h a t  th e  resu m p tio n  o f  sp e c ie  paym ents was e s s e n t i a l  
to  th e  f u l f i l lm e n t  o f  a  d e f i n i t e  prom ise* The co n c lu s io n  o f  
h is  speeches was t h a t  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  must have resu m p tio n  
o f  s p e c ie  paym ents to  keep i t s  in te g r i ty *  G a r f ie ld  was J u s t i ­
f i e d  in  assum ing h is  m ajor p rem ise , f o r  i t  was a b road  p r in ­
c ip le  drawn from  a g e n e ra l ly  a c cep ted  s ta n d a rd  o f conduct*
He had l i t t l e  o c c a s io n  to  argue  th ro u g h  th e  form al s y l ­
lo g ism , and som etim es h is  m ajor p rem ises w ere on ly  g iv en  by 
Im p lic a tio n *  F o r exam ple, in  the  s p e c ia l  s e s s io n  o f  Congress 
In  1879, G a r f ie ld  a rgued  from  a prem ise which was im p lied  and 
assumed to  be tru e *  I t  was th a t  any e f f o r t  to  d e s tro y  th e  
governm ent o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  was an e v i l  and r e v o lu t io n a ry  
move* He t r i e d  to  prove th e  m inor p rem ise , nam ely, t h a t  th e  
D em ocratic  P a r ty  was t r y in g  to  d e s tro y  th e  government by
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s t a r v a t i o n  (w ith h o ld in g  a p p ro p r ia t io n s )*  Th© c o n c lu s io n  ob­
v io u s ly  in f e r r e d  was t h a t  th e  D em ocratic P a r ty  was a tte m p tin g  
an e v i l  and r e v o lu t io n a ry  movement*
In  some o f  G a r f i e ld 's  p o l i t i c a l  speeches o f  th e  p e r io d  
he rea so n ed  from  th© b ro ad  g e n e r a l iz a t io n  t h a t  any p o l i t i c a l  
p a r ty  w hich had  n o t ad o p ted  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  l a t e  war was 
u n f i t  t o  ta k e  o v er th e  r e in s  o f  th e  government* H is re a so n ­
in g , red u ced  to  a form al s y llo g ism , was t h i s :
M ajor P rem ises Any p a r ty  w hich has n o t accep ted  th e
r e s u l t s  o f  th e  l a t e  war i s  n o t to  be 
e n t ru s te d  w ith  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  
th e  U nited  S ta te s  Government*
Minor P rem ise : The D em ocratic P a r ty  has n o t accep ted
th e  r e s u l t s  o f th e  war*
C o n c lu s io n : Therefor©  th e  D em ocratic P a rty  sh o u ld
n o t be e n t ru s te d  w ith  th e  a d m in is tra ­
t io n  o f  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  Government*
I t  i s  p ro b a b le  th a t  th e  p o p u la r  and o f te n  p a r t i s a n  aud ience  
d id  n o t s c r u t i n i z e  h i s  argum ents c lo s e ly ,  and t h a t  th e  emo­
t io n a l  f a c to r  in v o lv ed  in  many o f  h i s  g e n e ra l iz a t io n s  made 
them more a c c e p ta b le  to  the  u su a l audience*
SUMMARY
The purpose o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  h as  been to  ana lyze  th e  sup­
p o r t in g  m a te r ia l  in  th e  G a r f ie ld  speeches o f  1876 to  1880*
The A r i s to t e l i a n  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  e t h i c a l ,  em o tio n a l, and 
l o g i c a l  p ro o f  has se rv e d  a s  th© b a s ic  p a t t e r n  fo r  th e  exami­
n a tio n *
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E th ic a l  P ro o f* G a r f ie ld 1a e t h i c a l  p ro o f  was c o n s id e re d  
in  th e  l i g h t  o f  f iv e  f a c t o r s :  (1 ) p e rso n a l ap p earan ce , (2 )
r e p u ta t io n ,  (3) i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  (li) c h a r a c te r ,  and (5 ) good 
w i l l*  The fo llo w in g  f in d in g s  a re  s e t  f o r t h  in  t h i s  ch a p te rs  
( l )  contem porary  ev id en ce  in d ic a te s  th a t  p e rso n a l appearance 
d id  In c re a s e  G a r f ie ld ’s  e t h i c a l  p ro o f ; (2) h is  r e p u ta t io n  as 
a sc h o o l p r e s id e n t ,  s t a t e  s e n a to r ,  m a jo r-g e n e ra l in  th® U nited  
S ta te s  Army, and U n ited  S ta te s  congressm an, and h is  p r e s t ig e  
in  r e l ig io u s  and e d u c a tio n a l  c i r c l e s  were s ig n i f i c a n t  in  h is  
e t h i c a l  p ro o f ;  (3 ) he re v e a le d  h im s e lf  as a man o f  i n t e l l i ­
gence in  h i s  speeches by h a n d lin g  h is  speech  m a te r ia ls  in  a 
sa g ac io u s  m anner, by showing a b road  f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  th e  
is s u e s  o f  th e  day , and by th o ro u g h ly  p re p a r in g  h is  speeches 
on them , by a c t in g  w ish  t a c t ,  and by d is p la y in g  a se n se  o f 
good t a s t e ;  ({4.} he focused  a t t e n t io n  on the  p ro b i ty  o f  h is  
c h a r a c te r ,  p r im a r i ly  by th e  a s s o c ia t io n  o f  h im s e lf  and h ia  
cause w ith  th e  nob le  and h o n o ra b le , b u t he a ls o  accom plished  
t h i s  ta s k  by p la c in g  h i s  opponents w ith  th® u n v ir tu o u s , and 
making a co n sc io u s e f f o r t  to  le a v e  th e  im p ressio n  o f  h is  own 
s i n c e r i t y .
E m otlonal P ro o f . E m otional p ro o f  was predom inant in  fo u r 
o f  th e  e ig h te e n  m ajor ad d re sse s  co n s id e re d  b a s ic  to  th i s  s tu d y , 
and in  many o f  th e  campaign sp e e c h e s . Where t h i s  type o f  p ro o f 
was u s e d , i t  g e n e ra lly  meant th e  v ig o ro u s "waving o f  th e  b loody 
s h i r t . "  in  o th e r  w ords, G a r f ie ld  went back  to  th e  p e r io d  o f  
th e  C iv i l  War and b ro u g h t up memories t h a t  aroused  deep em o tio n s.
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S e c t io n a l  b i t t e r n e s s ,  h a t r e d ,  p r id e ,  p a t r io t i s m , re v e n g e , and 
d o u b tle s s  o th e r  em otions were t i e d  up w ith  th e  t r a g io  ev e n ts  
o f  th e  w a r , and th e  o r a to ry  o f  th e  ne ra  o f th e  b loody  s h i r t 1* 
p ro b ab ly  a ro u se d  them a l l  t o  & degree*
O u ts id e  o f  th e  e n e rg e t ic  ap p ea ls  mad© in  "waving th© 
b loody  s h i r t , 11 em o tio n a l p ro o f  p lay ed  a m inor r o l e  i n  th e  
speeches exam ined in  t h i s  study*
L o g ic a l P ro o f* In  the G a r f ie ld  speeches a u th o r i ty  and 
s t a t i s t i c s  ap p ea red  as ev id en ce  f r e q u e n t ly ,  Example waa u sed  
somewhat le s s *  G a r f ie ld  showed wisdom and d is c r e t io n  in  th e  
s e l e c t io n  o f  te s tim o n y , in  th a t  he chose a u th o r i t i e s  who were 
e x p e r ts  and vho had a h ig h  degree o f  a c c e p ta b i l i ty  w ith  th© 
aud ience*  fie b e l ie v e d  t h a t  s t a t i s t i c a l  s c ie n c e  was In d ia*  
pens ab le  to  “modern s ta te s m a n s h ip *n The accu racy  o f  G a r f ie ld ’s 
s t a t i s t i c s ,  w hich w ere accum ulated  w ith  g r e a t  c a r e ,  was p ra c ­
t i c a l l y  n ev e r c h a lle n g e d  by h is  c o lle a g u e s  in  th e  House* He 
s e le c te d  exam ples f o r  ev idence  w hich  were c l e a r ,  to  th e  p o in t ,  
and r e a l l y  i l l u s t r a t i v e *
T his s tudy  r e v e a ls  t h a t  G a r f ie ld  r e l i e d  © sp e c ia lly  on 
argum ent from  “s p e c i f i c  instance** In  h is  campaign speeches o r  
o th e r  h ig h ly  p a r t i s a n  ad d resses*  Some o f  h is  examples were 
n o t r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  and in  some cases  n o t in  s u f f i c i e n t  number 
to  w a rra n t h is  co n c lu s io n s*  Th© em otional f a c to r  in  many o f  
th e s e  argum ents d o u b tle s s  made them more a c ce p tab le  to  th e  
average  l i s t e n e r *
T his c h a p te r  a ls o  re v e a ls  th a t  argument from analogy
1614.
ap p eared  e x te n s iv e ly  in  th© G a r f ie ld  o c c a s io n a l speeches*  
S k i l l ,  a d r o i tn e s s ,  and o r i g i n a l i t y  a re  shown in  some o f  th e  
f i g u r a t i v e  and l i t e r a l  a n a lo g ie s ;  o th e rs  ar© mere p o l i t i c a l  
propaganda* G a r f ie ld  was adep t in  s e le c t in g  a n a lo g ie s  to  
i l l u s t r a t e  and am p lify  th© p ro p o s i t io n  he was s t r iv in g  t© 
e s t a b l i s h *1 E ls  c a u sa l re a s o n in g  was o f te n  c h a ra c te r i s e d  by 
o v er-s im p 1i f i c a t i o n ,  f o r  G a r f ie ld  som etim es f a i l e d  to  r e a l i s e  
th a t  th e  s p e c i f i c  e f f e c t  m ight j u s t l y  be a t t r i b u t e d  to  causes 
o th e r  th a n  th e  ones he em phasized* His d ed u c tiv e  rea so n in g  
was u s u a l ly  from  b ro ad  m ajor p rem ises so g e n e ra l ly  a c ce p ted  
as to  sake  i t  u n n ec e ssa ry  to  p rove them* He th e re fo r©  con­
c e n t r a te d  on p ro v in g  h is  m inor p rem ise  in  o rd e r  to j u s t i f y  
th e  d e s i r e d  co n c lu sio n *  The fo rm al sy llo g ism  was no t found 
i n  th e  speeches c o n s id e re d  in  t h i s  study*
In  th o se  a d d re sse s  p red o m in an tly  p a r t i s a n  and c a lc u ­
l a t e d  e s p e c ia l ly  to  g e t  v o te s ,  G a r f ie ld  r e l i e d  h e a v i ly  on 
em o tio n a l p ro o f , b u t when t h i s  waa n o t th e  c a s e , lo g ic a l  
p ro o f  was more p re v a le n t*
CHAFER V
Modem w riters on rh e to r ic a l  theory  have almost u n lv er- 
s a lly  ascribed to  discos i t  io  or arrangement a p lace of p r i ­
mary importance In the a r t  o f ap each making* Ancient w rite rs  
esg& aslsed the IsporU nce o f  good o rg an isa tio n  in  e f fe s t iv e  
apeaking by g iv in g  i t  second place among the f iv e  canons o f  
rhetoric**
E n tr ie s  in  O a r f ie ld fs  Jo u rn a l in d ic a te  th a t  he sought 
c a r e f u l  arrangem ent o f  h ia  sp eech  m a te r ia l*  **3psnt th e  fo re -  ' 
n o o n ,” he re c o rd e d  on one o c c a s io n , " in  arranging  the o rder 
o f  p o in ts  i n  sy  speech* • • *”2 A gain he r e a a rk e d i "Worked 
on my sp eech  u n t i l  noon* Had n o t a l i t t l e  d i f f ic u l ty  in  
d e te rm in in g  th e  p ro p e r  p e r s p e c t iv e  of th e  p a r ts # ”-* The follow ­
in g  e n t ry  co n cern s h i s  arrangem ent o f th e  memorial address on 
H iss Almsda A# B ooth:
• • • i n  th e  a f te rn o o n  made fu r th e r  progress on th® B ooth 
ad d ress*  B rought h e r  h i s t o r y  down to  h er g ra d u a tio n  a t
* L e a te r  T honsaen, and A. C ra ig  B a ird . Speech C r i t i o i s i a 
{Hew Y ork: The Ronald F rees  Company, ©• IP uS ), p* 3S®*
^ G a r f ie ld  Jo u rn a l {November 16, 1877)* T his manu­
s c r i p t  Jo u rn a l I s  d e p o s ite d  w ith  the  G a r f ie ld  jgnfeggi. in  th e  
M a n u s c r i p t  D iv is io n  o f  th e  l i b r a r y  o f  Congress* I t  i s  r e ­
f e r r e d  to  h e r e a f t e r  a s  J o u rn a l*
^Journal (January 25, 1377)*
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O b e r lin  in  1355* I  f e a r  I  have d es tro y e d  i t s  p e r s p e c tiv e  a 
l i t t l e  by  making th a t  p o r t io n  w hich r e l a t e s  to  h e r  s tu d ie s  
Z3 l£ /  Eiinute and I  seem a l s o ,  to  have reach ed  a clim ax  
w ith  h e r  g radua t  ion,M-
Tfa© p rim ary  purpose  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  to  d is c u s s
C 5arfie ld , a m ethod o f  o rg a n is in g  h is  ad d resses*  Th© s u b je c t
w i l l  be d is c u s s e d  u n d er th e  head in g s o f  in tro d u c tio n *  dis«*
cu ss  io n , and co n c lu s io n * ^
INTRODUCTION
G a r f ie ld  to o k  p a r t i c u l a r  ca re  in  p re p a r in g  th© b eg in n in g
o f  h i s  speeches and o f te n  r e v is e d  h is  in tro d u c to ry  m a te r ia l .
At tim es  he had g r e a t  d i f f i c u l t y  in  se c u r in g  an in tro d u c t io n
th a t  he f e l t  was adequate  f o r  a p a r t i c u l a r  sp eech , and on
o ccas io n  he t r i e d  a s  many as s ix  d i f f e r e n t  in tro d u c tio n s
b e fo re  f i n a l l y  s e le c t in g  th e  on© to  be u se d , For exam ple,
in  p re p a r in g  a m ajo r speech  he reco rd ed  in  h is  J o u rn a l :
Wrote th e  in t r o d u c t io n  to  th e  Chicago speech* I  do not 
know how I t  I s ,  b u t  th e  few in tro d u c to ry  pages o f  an ad d ress  
always g ive me g re a t  t r o u b le ,  X know o f  no man who works as 
s lo w ly  as  I  do on some th in g s ,  w h ile  on o th e rs  I  work w ith  
g r e a t  r a p i d i t y , .  I  t r y  a h a l f  dozen in tro d u c t io n s  b e fo re  I  
s a t i s f y  m y se lf ,6
At a n o th e r  tim e he re c o rd e d t
,  ,  « l a t e  in  th e  P , M. commenced d i c t a t i n g  th© sp eech . I t  
I s  s u r p r i s in g  how d i f f i c u l t  f o r  me to  b eg in  a sp e ech . I f  I  
g e t  th e  f i r s t  p a rag ra p h  s t a r t e d  to  s u i t  me I  f e e l  t h a t  a
^ J o u rn a l (May 28 , 1876) .
ee W illiam  Norwood B rig a n ce , Speech C om position 
(Hew Y ork2 F , S . C ro fts  & C o ., 1937)* p* 66 .
^ Jo u rn a l (December 21*., 1 8 7 8 ) ,
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prim e d i f f i c u l t y  i s  g o t over* A fte r  much s tr u g g le  and h a l t ­
in g , made a f a i r  s t a r t * ?
I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  g e n e ra l iz e  re g a rd in g  th e  in tro d u c ­
t io n s  to  G a r f i e l d ^  sp e ech e s , b e c a u se  th e  beg inn ings vary  
w id e ly  from  one to  an o th e r  depending on th© p a r t i c u l a r  
a u d ie n c e , o c c a s io n , and ty p e  o f  speech* However, i t  i s  
p o s s ib le  to  p o in t  o u t t h a t  in  m ost o f th e  speeches o f  th e  
p e r io d  from  18?6 to  1880 th e  in tro d u c t io n s  a re  b r i e f ,  to  the 
p o in t ,  and w e ll  ad a p ted  to  th© o ccas io n  f o r  which the speech  
was p rep ared *  G a r f ie ld  e v id e n tly  b e l ie v e d  th© sp eak er shou ld  
lau n ch  in to  th e  m ain c u r re n t  o f  th e  is s u e s  to  be d isc u sse d  as 
soon a s  p o s s ib le *  H is In tro d u c tio n s  se rv e d  to  prom ote good 
w i l l  and to  p u t  th e  sp eak er in  a fa v o ra b le  l ig h t*
In  the  e ig h te e n  speeches b a s ic  to t h i s  s tu d y , th© ty p es 
o f  in tro d u c t io n s  w hich G a r f ie ld  u sed  may be c l a s s i f i e d  as 
fo llo w s : ( l )  r e fe re n c e  to  a p rev io u s  sp e a k e r , (2 ) an a lo g y ,
(3 ) p e rs o n a l r e f e r e n c e ,  (I4J  apo logy , (f>) an e cd o te , and (6 ) 
an a b ru p t exordium*
R eferen ce  to  a p rev io u s  sp e a k e r* Quit© f re q u e n t ly  
G a r f ie ld  in tro d u c e d  a  speech  w ith  a r e fe re n c e  to  a p rev io u s  
speaker*  In  f a c t  t h i s  te ch n iq u e  was u sed  in  f iv e  o f  th© m ajor 
a d d re sse s  o f th e  p e rio d *  There are  two c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  
such  r e f e r e n c e s :  ( l )  th ey  were g e n e ra l ly  com plim entary to
opponents o r  c o l le a g u e s , and (2 ) such re fe re n c e s  were a b id  
f o r  good w ill*
^Journal (August 22, I8 7 8 ) .
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In  August o f  I 876, L* U* C« Lamar o f M is s is s ip p i  made a 
sp eech  on th e  f lo o r  o f  th© House in  which he made an appeal 
to  b o th  N orth  and South f o r  su p p o rt o f  th© D em ocratic £ arty*  
G a r f ie ld  was chosen  by th e  R epub lican  le a d e rs  to  answer Lamar• 
He in tro d u c e d  h is  r e p ly  by sa y in g  t h a t  h© r e g r e t t e d  th a t  th e  
sp eech  o f  th© gentlem an from M is s is s ip p i  had n o t as y e t  ap~ 
p ea re d  in  th© R ecord , b u t he co n s id e red  Lamar *s p ro p o s it io n s  
so c l e a r l y  and so a b ly  s t a t e d  th a t  i t  would be h is  own f a u l t  
i f  he f a i l e d  to  “u n d e rs ta n d  the  g e n e ra l scope and purpose o f  
h is  sp eech * ” He added:
in  th e  o u t s e t ,  X d e s i r e  f o r  m y se lf , and f o r  a m a jo r ity  a t  
l e a s t  o f  th o se  f o r  whom I  sp eak , to  ex p ress  my g r a t i tu d e  to  
th e  gentlem an f o r  a l l  t h a t  p o r t io n  o f  h is  speech  which had fo r  
i t s  o b je c t  th e  rem oval o f  th© p re ju d ic e s  and u n k in d ly  f e e l in g s  
t h a t  have a r i s e n  among c i t i z e n s  o f  th e  r e p u b l ic  in  consequence 
o f  th e  l a t e  war* W hatever f a u l t s  th® speech  may hav e , i t s  
a u th o r  e x p re s se s  an e a rn e s t  d e s i r e  to  make p ro g re ss  in  th e  
d i r e c t io n  o f  a b e t t e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  betw een th e  N orth  and th e  
S ou th ; and in  th a t  i t  m eets ray most h e a r ty  concurrence and 
ap p ro v a l
The in t r o d u c t io n  o f  “ The Wood T a r i f f  B i l l ” made r e fe re n c e  
to  a p re v io u s  sp e ak e r  who had spoken in  fa v o r  o f  the t a r i f f  
b i l l  u n d er c o n s id e ra tio n *  "A few days a g o ,” G a r f ie ld  s a id ,  
" th e  d is t in g u is h e d  gentlem an from  V irg in ia  who now occup ies 
th e  c h a i r  /M r. J* R« Tucker/^ made a speech  o f r a r e  a b i l i t y  
and power* • • With t h i s  com plim entary r e fe re n c e  to  h is
Burke A* H in sd a le , ed*, The Works o f James Abram 
G a r f ie ld  (B ostons James R. Osgood and Company, 1802J , HE, 
3^3 * fsp eeeh  d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House o f  R e p re s e n ta tiv e s , 
A ugust i i ,  1876)* ( r e f e r r e d  to  h e r e a f t e r  as Works)
9Works* I I ,  (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th© House o f
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  June l|., 1 8 7 8 )#
opponent he lau n ch ed  in to  th e  speech  and to ld  why he opposed 
th e  p o s i t io n  o f  Mr* Tucker*
"The Army and th e  P u b lic  Peace” began a ls o  w ith  a b r i e f  
r e f e r e n c e  t o  p re v io u s  speeches on the  su b je c t#
to #  Chairm an, — I  have l i s t e n e d  w ith  g ro a t i n t e r e s t  to  th e  
d is c u s s io n  o f  t h i s  s u b je c t ,  and e s p e c ia l ly  to  th® speech  o f  
th e  gentlem an from  Mew York /Mr* H e w itt /  who opened th© d i s ­
cuss ion* In  many p o in ts  o f  h is  speech  I  concur; b u t  th e re  
i s  on© m ain p o in t  in  th e  b i l l  upon w hich I  d i f f e r  from him 
and from  th e  m a jo r i ty  o f th e  Committee on A p p ro p ria tio n s#
I t  i s  th e  q u e s tio n  o f  th e  s t r e n g th  o f th e  army which we 
ough t to  m a in ta in #10
T his te ch n iq u e  was a lso  used  in  a  m ajor p o l i t i c a l  ad d ress  a t
C leveland#  “The d is t in g u is h e d  gentlem en who have p receded
m e,” G a r f ie ld  b eg an , “have covered  th e  ground so com plete ly
11and ao ad m irab ly  th a t  I  have a very  easy  ta s k # ” In  th e  
in t r o d u c t io n  o f  h i s  eu logy  o f  Jo seph  H enry, G a rf ie ld  r e f e r r e d  
to  th© ® fa th e rs  o f  s c ie n c e "  who had ju s t  honored th e  o ccas io n  
w ith  t h e i r  e loquence#
So c o m p le te ly  have th ey  covered  th e  ground, so f u l ly  have th ey  
sk e tch ed  th e  g r e a t  l i f e  w hich we c e le b r a te ,  t h a t  n o th in g  i s  
l e f t  b u t  to  l i n g e r  a moment over th e  t r ib u te s  they  have o f fe re d , 
and s e l e c t  h e re  and th e r e  a  s p e c ia l  e x c e lle n c e  to  c a r ry  away 
as a l a s t i n g  memorial#****
By a “r e f e re n c e  to  th e  p re v io u s  sp e a k e r” he dem onstra ted
h is  good w i l l  to  op p o n en ts , h e lp ed  adap t h i s  rem arks to  th e
^ Works* I I ,  5$4j. (Speech d e l iv e re d  In th e  House o f  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  May 21 , 1878)*
n  it
Works* I I ,  753 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  C lev e lan d , Ohio, 
O ctober 11 , 1§79)#
12Works* I I ,  6 2 7  (Speech d e l iv e re d  a t  th e  m em orial
m eeting  h e ld  in  th e  H a ll o f th© House o f R e p re s e n ta tiv e s ,
January  12 , l8 ? 9 ).
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o c c a s io n , and gave th e  im p ressio n  th a t  he d e s ire d  to  be k ind  
and g ra c io u s  tow ard th o se  w ith  whom he d isag reed *
Analogy * G a r f ie ld  was fond o f  ana logy , and s k i l l e d  in  
i t s  use* fie in tro d u c e d  a lm ost one th i r d  o f  h is  m ajor ad d resse s  
o f  th e  p e r io d  w ith  an analogy* As a r u le  th e se  com parisons 
were w e ll  chosen  and c a lc u la te d  to  se cu re  a more fa v o ra b le  
h e a r in g  fo r  h is  p a r t i c u l a r  p o in t  o f  view* His sp eech , “P ro- 
posed R epeal o f  th e  Resumption haw, 11 d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House 
o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  i s  an example*
T hat man makes e v i t a l  m is tak e  who judges o f  t r u th  In  r e l a ­
t i o n  to  f i n a n c i a l  a f f a i r s  from th e  changing phases o f p u b lic  
op in ion*  He m ight as w e ll  s ta n d  on th e  sh o re  o f the  Bay o f 
Fundy, and from th e  ebb and flow  o f a s in g le  t id e  a ttem p t to  
d e to x n in e  th e  g e n e ra l  3e v e l o f  th e  se a , as to  s ta n d  on th i s  
f lo o r  and from  th e  c u r r e n t  o f  o p in io n  in  any one debate  judge 
o f  th e  g e n e ra l  le v e l  o f  the  p u b lic  mind. I t  i s  on ly  when long  
sp aces  a lo n g  th e  sh o re  o f  the sea  a re  tak en  in to  acco u n t, th a t  
th e  g rand  l e v e l  i s  found f*om whieh a l l  h e ig h ts  and dep ths a re  
measured* And i t  i s  on ly  when long  p e r io d s  o f tim e a re  con­
s id e re d ,  t h a t  we f in d  a t  l a s t  t h a t  le v e l  o f  p u b lic  o p in io n  
w hich we c a l l  th e  g e n e ra l  judgment o f  m ankind. From th© t u r ­
b u le n t  ebb and flow  o f  th e  p u b lic  o p in io n  o f  to -d ay  I  appeal 
to  th e  s e t t l e d  judgem ent o f  mankind on th e  s u b je c t-m a t te r  o f 
t h i s  d eb a te  *13
The In tro d u c t io n  o f  h is  speech on “S uspension  and Resump­
t io n  o f  S pecie  P aym en ts,” i s  an o th e r  example o f  h is  use o f  
analogy* He compared the y e a rs  o f  l 86l-a n d  l8 ? 9  to  o p p o s ite  
sh o res  *of t h a t  tu r b u le n t  s e a , whose storm s so s e r io u s ly  
th re a te n e d  w ith  sh ipw reck  th e  p r o s p e r i ty ,  th e  hono r, and th e  
l i f e  o f  th e  n a t io n * ” With resum ption  o f  sp e c ie  paym ents, he 
d e c la re d , th e  R epublic  lan d s s a f e ly  on th© “shore o f  t h i s  new 
y e a r ,  U & 12J b r in g in g  w ith  I t  un ion  and l i b e r t y ,  honor and
•̂3Works. I I ,  491 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th© House o f Rep­
re s e n  ta tivesT H fcvem ber 16 , 18?7*)
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p e a c e . i t  la  w orthy  o f  n o te  th a t  G a r f ie ld ’s o c c a s io n a l 
and p o l i t i c a l  speeches war© a l s o  som etim es in tro d u c e d  w ith  
an  a n a lo g y ,*5
In  h is  sp eech  a t  th e  i 860 N a tio n a l R epub lican  Conven­
t i o n ,  a t  w hich he nom inated John Sherman f o r  P re s id e n t ,  
G a r f ie ld  u sed  ana lo g y  in  th e  in tro d u c tio n *  The problem  fa c -  
Sag G a r f ie ld  was a fo rm id ab le  one, f o r  h is  speech fo llow ed an 
e lo q u e n t ad d re ss  by Roseoe C onkling  nom inating  G eneral G rant 
f o r  th e  P residency*  A p ro longed  e n th u s ia s t ic  dem o n stra tio n  
i n  fa v o r  o f  th e  C iv i l  War h ero  had J u s t  proceeded  G a r f ie ld ’ s 
speech* He needed an in t ro d u c t io n  t h a t  would p rep a re  h is  
au d ien ce  f o r  th e  more calm  and d e l ib e r a te  speech  he would
^ % o rk af II*  610 (A ddress d e l iv e re d  In  Chicago,
January  2 , 1079)•
15
E a r ly  in  G a r f ie ld ’ s p u b lic  l i f e ,  in  a fo u r th  o f  Ju ly  
o r a t io n ,  he drew th e  fo llo w in g  analogy to  in tro d u c e  h is  speech?
Fellow  C itiz e n s?  When th e  o ld  Roman p a t r i o t s  and s ta te sm en  had 
n e a r ly  f in i s h e d  t h e i r  e a r th ly  c o u rse , and i t  was seen  t h a t ,  
l i v i n g ,  th e y  cou ld  no lo n g e r  se rv e  t h e i r  c o u n try , t h e i r  c h i ld re n  
fa sh io n e d  t h e i r  images in  wax and l a i d  them away in  t h e i r  sp a ­
c io u s  h a l ls *  When th e se  f a th e r s  had long  been slum bering  In  
the  g ra v e —y e a r  by y e a r ,  on th e  sa c re d  and jo y fu l o ccasio n s o f 
n a t io n a l  and fam ily  a n n iv e r s a r ie s ,  t h e i r  c h i ld re n  b ro u g h t f o r t h  
th e s e  c h e r is h e d  images o f t h e i r  rev e re d  a n c e s to r s ,  gazed fo n d ly  
on th e  sem blance o f  t h e i r  f e a t u r e s ,  remembered t h e i r  h e ro ic  
d eed s , t h e i r  l o f t y  ga t r i o t i s m  and in c o r r u p t ib le  v i r t u e s ,  and 
were th u s  them selves in s p i r e d  w ith  n o b le r  hero ism  and a p u re r  
lo v e  f o r  t h e i r  coun try*  So we, on t h i s  b ir th d a y  a n n iv e rsa ry  
o f  ou r n a t io n ,  b r in g  f o r th —n o t th e  waxen Images o f  our f a th e r s ,  
b u t  h a llow ed  r e c o l le c t io n s  o f
“P a t r io t s  who made th e  p a g ea n try  o f  k in g s  
Like shadows seem, and th e  u n s u b s ta n t ia l  t h in g s ,
Whose g u i l t l e s s  g lo ry  mocks o b l iv io n ’ s r u s t ,
Im p e r ish a b le , f o r  t h e i r  cause was J u s t* ”
G a r f i e l d  Papers (P u b lic  U tte ra n ce s  o f  i860)*
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make l a  fa v o r  o f  John Sherman, who had none o f  th e  c o lo r  and 
p r e s t i g e  t h a t  n a t u r a l l y  accompanied th e  name o f  th e  v ic to r io u s  
w ar le a d e r*  G a r f ie ld  d e c la re d  th a t  th e  co n v en tio n  seemed to  be 
*a human ocean  in  te m p est, ” and rem inded h is  aud ience  th a t  
“when th e  s to rm  has p assed  and th e  hour o f  calm s e t t l e s  on 
th e  o ce a n , * * ♦ th e n  th e  astronom er and su rv ey o r ta k e  th e  
l e v e l  from  w hich th e y  m easure a l l  t e r r e s t r i a l  h e ig h ts  and 
dep ths •" Be co n tin u ed  th e  an a lo g y :
Gentlem en o f  th e  C onven tion , your p re s e n t  tem per may no t 
mark th e  h e a l th f u l  p u lse  o f  our people* When your en th u - 
siasm  has p a s se d , when th e  em otions o f t h i s  hour have sub­
s id e d , we s h a l l  f in d  below  th e  sto rm  and p a s s io n  th a t  calm  
l e v e l  o f  p u b lic  o p in io n  from  w hich th e  th o u g h ts  o f  a m ighty 
peop le  a re  to  be m easured and by which t h e i r  f i n a l  a c t io n  
w i l l  be d e te rm in e d .3*®
G a r f ie ld  p ro b ab ly  n ev er met a more c h a lle n g in g  speak ing  
s i t u a t i o n  th a n  th a t  w hich c o n fro n te d  him a t  th e  N a tio n a l 
R epub lican  G onvention in  1880* The f a c t  t h a t  he was l a t e r  
nom inated f o r  P re s id e n t  by  t h i s  co n v en tio n  i s  su g g e s tiv e  o f  
th e  su c cess  w ith  which he spoke* The chairm an o f  th© Conven­
t io n ,  S en a to r H oar, r e f e r r e d  to  th e  G a rf ie ld  speech  as one o f
17th e  g r e a t e s t  o r a to r i c a l  trium phs he had ev e r  w itnessed*  I t  
i s  obvious to  th© c r i t i c  th a t  c a r e f u l ly  read s  t h i s  speech  th a t  
th e  most o u ts ta n d in g  f e a tu r e  i s  th© s k i l l f u l  and e f f e c t iv e  way 
th e  speech  i s  in tro d u ced *  G a rf ie ld * s  y ea rs  o f  p r a c t ic e  in  
g iv in g  u n u su a l c a re  and concern  to  h is  in tro d u c t io n s  proved i t s  
m e r it  in  th a t  R epublican  Convention*
^^Worka* I I ,  777 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  R epublican  
N a tio n a l G onvention a t  C hicago, June £ , i860)*
17 George F* H oar, A utoblographv o f  Seventy Years (New 
Y ork: C h arles  S c r ib n e r  •s Sons, 1903)» I» 393*
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P e rso n a l R e fe re n c e * In  two o f  th e  m ajor speeches o f  t h i s  
p e r io d ,  and a l s o  in  some o f  h is  campaign o r a t io n s ,  G a rf ie ld  
employed p e rs o n a l r e f e re n c e  In  h i s  speech  in tro d u c tio n #  Gener­
a l l y  in  su ch  b eg in n in g s  h® e s ta b l i s h e d  common ground w ith  h is  
a u d ie n c e , and in  th e  ease  o f  h is  p o l i t i c a l  a d d re s s e s , he made 
a b id  f o r  good w i l l  and su p p o rt*  In  th e  m em orial ad d ress o f  
Almeda A* B ooth , d e l iv e re d  a t  Hiram C o lleg e , G a r f ie ld  id en ­
t i f i e d  h im s e lf  w ith  h i s  aud ience  by p e rso n a l re fe ren ce *
Mr* ^ r e s id e n t ,  — You have c a l l e d  me to  a du ty  a t  once most 
sad  and m ost sac red *  At ev e ry  s te p  o f  ray p re p a ra t io n  fo r  i t s  
p erfo rm an ce , I  have en co u n te red  tro u p s  o f  th ro n g in g  memories, 
t h a t  sw ept a c ro s s  th e  f i e l d  o f  th e  l a s t  tw e n ty -f iv e  y ea rs  o f  
my l i f e ,  and so  f i l l e d  my h e a r t  w ith  th e  l i g h t s  and shadows 
o f  t h e i r  jo y  and so rrow , t h a t  I  have h a rd ly  been ab le to  
m arsha l them  in to  o rd e r ,  o r  g iv e  them c o h e re n t voice* I  
have l iv e d  over ag a in  th e  l i f e  o f  t h i s  p lace*  I  have seen  
a g a in  th e  groups o f  young and joyous s tu d e n ts  ascend ing  th e se  
g reen  s lo p e s ,  d w e llin g  f o r  a tim e on t h i s  p e a c e fu l h e ig h t in  
happy and w ork fu l com panionship , and th e n , w ith  f irm e r  s te p  
and w ith  more s e r io u s  and th o u g h tfu l f a c e s ,  m arching away to  
t h e i r  p o s ts  In  th e  b a t t l e  o f  l i f e *  And s t i l l  n e a re r  and 
c l e a r e r  have come b ack  th e  memories o f  t h a t  s m a lle r  band 
o f  f r i e n d s ,  th e  le a d e r s  and g u id e s  o f  th o se  who encamped on 
th i s  tra in in g -g ro u n d *  On my jo u rn ey  to  t h i s  assem bly I t  has 
seemed t h a t  th e y ,  to o , were com ing, and th a t  her© I  shou ld  
once more meet and g r e e t  them* And I  have n o t y e t  been ab le  
to  r e a l i s e  th a t  Almeda B ooth w i l l  no t b© w ith  us,*l®
In  an a c c e p tan c e  sp eech , d e l iv e re d  on th e  o cc as io n  o f 
h is  e ig h th  c o n secu tiv e  c o n g re s s io n a l nom ination  from th e  19th  
D i s t r i c t  in  Ohio, G a r f ie ld  opened w ith  a p e rso n a l re fe ren ce*  
nI  sh o u ld  do g re a t  i n j u s t i c e  to  my own s e n s i b i l i t i e s  and to  
your f r ie n d s h ip , * he began , " i f  I  d id  n o t re c o g n iz e , w ith  a l l  
th e  s t r e n g th  o f  ray power to  re c o g n iz e , no t on ly  your k in d n ess 
b u t  th e  f a i th f u ln e s s  o f  your f r ie n d s h ip  In  nom inating  me,
id Works ,  IX, 290 (A ddress d e l iv e re d  a t  Hiram C o lleg e ,
Hiram , O hio, June 22 , 18?6)*
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t h i s  e ig h th  t im e , to  he your r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  in  Congress 
G a r f ie ld  r e f e r r e d  to  th e  h i s t o r i c a l  f a c t  th a t  th e  Ohio 19 th  
C o n g ress io n a l D i s t r i c t  had s e n t  o n ly  th re e  d i f f e r e n t  men to  
r e p r e s e n t  i t  in  Congress f o r  a p e r io d  o f  f i f t y - f o u r  y e a r s ,  
and he e x p re ssed  h is  g r a t i tu d e  fo r  th e  p r a is e  and h is  r e s ­
p e c t  f o r  th e  c r i t i c i s m  o f  the  c i t iz e n s  th a t  l iv e d  in  h is  
home D is t r i c t*  The e x p re s s io n  o f g r a t i tu d e  in  t h i s  in t r o ­
d u c tio n  made a s tro n g  b id  f o r  th e  con tin u ed  good w i l l  and 
support*
A pology* In  some in s ta n c e s ,  in  f a c t  in  two o f  th e  
e ig h te e n  sp eech es b a s ic  to  t h i s  s tu d y , G a r f ie ld  began h is  
speech  w ith  a s k i l l f u l  apo logy . The ad d ress "C ounting the 
K le c to ra l  T o te” i s  a case in  p o in t*
Mr. S p eak er, — N othing b u t  th e  g r a v i ty  o f t h i s  s u b je c t  
would induce me to  make a speech  in  my p re s e n t c o n d itio n  
o f  vo ice*  But I  must a ttem p t i t ,  and t r u s t  th a t  th e  k in d ­
n ess  o f  th e  House w i l l  en a b le  me to  be h e a rd * ^
Speaking l a t e r  In  th e  House on "The Sugar T a r i f f ” he i n t r o ­
duced h is  ad d ress  w ith  an apology concern ing  h is  p h y s ic a l
c o n d itio n  and asked Mthe  fo rb e a ra n ce  and a t t e n t io n  o f th e  
P lH ouse." The in tr o d u c t io n  to  G a r f ie ld ’ s b r i e f  eulogy on
22John Win th ro  p and Samuel Adams a ls o  co n ta in e d  an apology#
^ G a r f i e l d  P apers (P u b lic  U tte ra n ces  o f  1875*77)*
Works * I I ,  liOd (Speech d e l iv e re d  In the  House o f  
H e p re a e n ta tiv e s , January  25, 1877)#
21Works. I I ,  637 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  the  House o f  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  F eb ruary  26 , 1879)*
22Works* I I ,  3 8 8  (D e liv e red  in  House o f  R e p re s e n ta tiv e s ,
December 19, 1 6 7 6 )•
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While he used  apology in f r e q u e n t ly ,  i t  ap p ears  o f te n  
enough to  d ese rv e  m en tio n . The apology in  each case  seems 
to  be s in c e r e ,  b r i e f ,  and  undoub ted ly  th e  sp eak er f e l t ,  
e n t i r e l y  j u s t i f i a b l e .  I t  i s  p ro b ab le  t h a t  he co n s id e red  the 
a p o lo g ie s  a mark o f  c o u r te sy  and r e s p e c t  fo r  h is  au d ien ce , 
which would no t d e t r a c t  from the t o t a l  e f f e c t  o f  th e  speech .
Exordium ex a b ru p to .  In  two o f  th e  m ajor speeches o f  the 
p e r io d ,  b o th  d e l iv e r e d  in  th e  House o f  H e p re se n ta tlv e s , G ar­
f i e l d  w ent im m ediately  in to  th e  s u b je c t  m a tte r  o f  h is  ad d ress  
and o m itte d  any in tro d u c to ry  rem ark s . ^Congress and P re s i ­
d e n t ia l  E l e c t io n s ,1* d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House in  X877§ i s  an 
exam ple: Mif r . S p eak e r, — The s t r e n g th  of th e  case p re se n te d
by th e  com m ittee is  found  in  th e  words o f th e  r e p o r t  w hich  I  
am ab o u t to  re a d .* * ^  Thus, he launched  im m ediately  in to  th e  
m e rits  o f th e  q u e s t io n .  T his method, sometim es r e f e r r e d  to  
as exordium  ex a b ru p to . was a ls o  used  in  th e  speech  ”0bed ience  
to  Law th e  F i r s t  Duty o f  Congress
The p o lic y  o f  o m ittin g  p re lim in a ry  rem arks and going 
im m ediately  in to  th e  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  s u b je c t  a t  hand was 
a p p ro p r ia te  in  th e s e  c a s e s , f o r  th e  House was f a m il ia r  w ith  
the background o f  th e  i s s u e s ,  and p lu n g in g  im m ediately  in to  
th e  s u b je c t  m ight have been  more e f f e c t iv e  In  g a in in g  a t t e n t io n  
th an  a more o rthodox  in t r o d u c t io n .
23Worka, XI, 393. 
zj*Work9 . I I ,  724.
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Summary* I t  Is  e v id e n t  from th e  rem arks found In  G ar- 
f i e l d ’ s Jo u rn a l t h a t  he co n s id e red  th e  in t ro d u c t io n  of a 
sp eech  o f  prim e im portance* He o f te n  found i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  
p re p a re  an I n t ro d u c t io n ,  and sometimes t r i e d  h a l f  a dozen 
b e fo re  f in d in g  one t h a t  met h i s  a p p ro v a l.
R efe ren ce  to  a p rev io u s  sp e a k e r , an a lo g y , p e rso n a l r e f e r ­
en ce , ap o lo g y , a n e c d o te , and an ab ru p t exordium  were th e  ty p es 
o f  in tro d u c t io n s  used  in  th e  speeches b a s ic  to  t h i s  study* A 
d ec id ed  p re fe re n c e  was shown f o r  th e  f i r s t  two types m entioned. 
G a r f ie ld  p o sse sse d  commendable a b i l i t y  to  a d a p t h is  In tro d u ce  
t io n s  to  a p a r t i c u l a r  speech  s i t u a t i o n ,  and by e f f e c t iv e  
speech  b e g in n in g s , e s t a b l i s h  common ground w ith  h is  au d ien ce , 
p la c e  h im s e lf  In  a fa v o ra b le  l i g h t ,  and b id  fo r  good w i l l  and 
support*
SPEECH PROPOSIfION
G a r f ie ld  had a p a ss io n  f o r  in te r r o g a t io n  and sometimes 
s t a t e d  h is  p ro p o s i t io n s  in  th e  form  o f a q u estio n *  For ex­
am ple, he spoke in  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f  1877 l n o p p o s it io n  to  th e  
appo in tm ent o f  th e  ”E le c to r a l  Commission” and s ta te d  h is  p ropo­
s i t i o n  by q u e s t io n  form* He s a id t  ”In  my view , th en , th e  
fo rem ost q u e s tio n  is  t h i s :  What w i l l  be th e  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s
me asixre upon o u r in s t i t u t i o n s ?
”S uspension  and Resum ption o f S pecie  Paym ents” is  an 
example o f  th e  p ro p o s it io n  s ta te d  in  th e  form of a q u e s tio n
2% 2 £j£&* XI, lj.10 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  the  House o f
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  January 2 5 , 1 8 7 7 ) .
197
and an sw er. It; i s  on® o f  th e  most c o n c ise  and c le a r  c u t  s t a t e ­
m ents o f  p ro p o s i t io n  to  be found in  G a r f ie ld ’s speeches o f th i s  
p e r io d  ( l 8?6 -S0 ) . He s a id t
W ill re su m p tio n  be m ain ta in ed ?  B e lie v in g  t h a t ,  in  th e  long  
ru n , th e  m atured  and d e l ib e r a te d  judgement o f t h i s  n a tio n  i s  
h o n e s t and i n t e l l i g e n t ,  I  answ er, Yes, i t  w i l l  be m a in ta in ed ; 
and f o r  two r e a s o n s .  F i r s t ,  because n a t io n a l  h o n es ty , good 
governm ent, and th e  p r o s p e r i ty  o f  a l l  our people demand i t ;  
and seco n d , because we are  ab le  to  m a in ta in  i t .  The defence 
o f  th e se  p o s i t io n s  w i l l  be th e  theme o f t h i s  address
However, i t  was n o t G a r f ie ld ’s g en e ra l p r a c t ic e  to  s t a t e  in  
d i r e c t  words such  “w i l l  be th e  theme o f th i s  address.®
While G a r f ie ld  sometim es gave th e  s ta tem en t o f th e  speech 
p ro p o s i t io n  in  on® s e n te n c e , he more o f te n  s ta te d  i t  in  a 
more o r  l e s s  “ th e s i s  paragraph.** The speech “Congress and 
P r e s id e n t ia l  E le c t io n ” i s  an exam ple. Here G a rf ie ld  quoted 
two c la u s e s  o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n  and a ffirm ed  th a t  o n ly  w ith in  
th e  l im i t a t io n s  o f  th e s e  s ta te m e n ts  m ight th e  n a t io n a l  l e g i s ­
l a tu r e  go b eh in d  the e l e c t io n  o f  P r e s id e n t ia l  e le c to r s  by the  
s t a t e s .  I t  i s  n e c e ssa ry  to  read  th e  r a th e r  len g th y  p a ra -
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graph  in  o rd e r  to  g e t  th e  su b stan ce  o f th e  speech p ro p o s i t io n .
On s t i l l  o th e r  o ccas io n s  G a r f ie ld  d id  n o t s t a t e  h is  p u r­
pose in  d i r e c t  te rm s , b u t by in fe re n c e . “The D em ocratic P a rty  
and P u b lic  O p in io n ,” a p o l i t i c a l  ad d ress  d e l iv e re d  in  C leve­
la n d , O hio, i s  an, example* I t  Is  e v id e n t th a t  G arfield*®  
im p lied  p ro p o s i t io n  In  t h i s  speech  was th a t  the  v o te rs  o f
Works.  XI, 611 (Address d e l iv e re d  In  Chicago, 
January  2 , 18?9)«
2^Works., I I ,  39l|-95 (Speech d e l iv e re d  In  the  House o f
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  January  10, I 8 7 7 ) .
Ohio should* by a l l  moans* su p p o rt th e  R epublican  P a r ty  in
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th e  ap p ro ach in g  e le c t io n #  When the  p ro p o s it io n  i s  no t 
s t a t e d  d i r e c t l y  in  a G a r f ie ld  sp eech , i t  i s  im p lied  s u f f i ­
c i e n t l y  s t r o n g  to  be c le a r  to  th e  au d ito r#  G arfi@ ldfs au d i­
ences knew w hat he was d r iv in g  a t ,  and t h i s  i s  a s ig n i f i c a n t  
f a c to r  in  h is  speaking*
As a g e n e ra l r u l e ,  th e  s ta te m en t o f  th e  speech  p ro p o s i­
t io n  G a r f ie ld  gave n ea r  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  th e  speech* F or ex­
am ple, in  **The Revived D o ctrin e  o f  S ta te  S o v e re ig n ty ,tt th e  
p ro p o s it io n  im m ediately  fo llow ed  th e  b r i e f  in tro d u c tio n *  I t  
was, th a t  **the m a jo r ity  in  th i s  Congress have adopted  • • • 
extrem e and dangerous o p in io n s  on • « • th e  s u b je c t  o f  S ta te  
so v e re ig n ty  • * « / a n d /  have pushed th a t  d o c tr in e  much f u r th e r  
than  m ost o f  t h e i r  p re d e c e sso rs  ev e r went b e fo r e ,  ex cep t d u r­
ing  th e  p e r io d  im m ediately  p reced in g  th e  l a t e  war#*1*^ The 
p ro p o s it io n  o f  G a rf ie ld * s  sp eech , ^R evo lu tion  in  C o n g ress ,1* 
was a l s o  s t a t e d  a f t e r  th e  in tro d u c t io n  and g iven  in  a con­
c i s e  s ta tem en t#  He s a ld s  M* # • I  a f f irm  th a t  th e  conse­
quence o f  th e  programme ju s t  ad o p ted , i f  p e r s i s te d  in ,  w i l l  
be n o th in g  l e s s  th a n  the  t o t a l  su b v e rs io n  o f t h i s  governm ent#11
2®Works, I I ,  753-772 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  C lev e lan d , 
Ohio, O ctober 11, 1879)*
^ Works« I I ,  709 (Speech d e liv e re d  in  the  House o f  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s , June 27 , 1879)*
-*QWorka, I I , 658  (Speech made in the House of Repre­
sen ta tiv es, March 29, 1879)*
W hile G a r f ie ld  g e n e ra l ly  p la ced  h is  p ro p o s it io n  n ea r th e
■beginning o f  th e  speech* i t  d id  no t always im m ediately fo llo w
th e  in tro d u c t io n *  The sp eech , "The D em ocratic P a rty  and the
G overnm ent,* i s  an exam ple. This add ress was a re p ly  to  a
speech  d e l iv e re d  by L* Q* G. Damar* in  which th e  gentlem an
from M is s is s ip p i  con tended  t h a t  th e  D em ocratic P a r ty  ought
to  b© p la c e d  in  c o n tro l  o f th e  governm ent th rough  th e  e le c t io n
o f  a D em ocratic P re s id e n t  and V ice -P re s id e n t*  G a rf ie ld  gave
a review  o f  h is  o p p o n en t's  speech  and th en  p re se n te d  h is  own
p ro p o s i t io n  in  th e s e  w ords t WI  s h a l l  a ttem p t to  show th a t
th e  good he /Lamary7 seeks cannot a t  t h i s  tim e be secu red  by
31th e  ascendency  o f  th e  D em ocratic party**1
G a r f i e ld 's  speech  e n t i t l e d  "Amnesty11 i s  a ls o  a r e p re ­
s e n ta t iv e  example o f  p re s e n tin g  th e  p ro p o s it io n  a f t e r  a b r i e f  
n a r r a t io n  o f  c ircu m stan ces*  In  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  case  Mr* $* J* 
R andall had in tro d u c e d  a b i l l  to  remove a l l  th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
imposed on th e  C o n fed era te  le a d e rs  by th e  F o u rte e n th  Amend­
ment* G a rf ie ld  b r i e f l y  rev iew ed  th e  co u rse  o f  d eba te  on th e  
b i l l  and th e n  s ta te d  h i s  p ro p o s itio n *  The speech  was a  de­
fen ce  o f th e  c o n te n tio n  th a t  th e  c o n fe d e ra te s  who were g ran ted  
amnesty be re q u ir e d  to  tak e  an o a th  b e fo re  a U nited  S ta te s  
c o u r t ,  and th a t  J e f f e r s o n  Davis be excluded  a l to g e th e r * ^
On o ccas io n  G a r f ie ld  d id  d e la y  in  s t a t i n g  th e  speech
^ Worka. I I ,  356 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House o f  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  August Ij., 1876) .
^  Works * I I ,  221 {Speech d e l iv e re d  In  th e  House o f
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  January 12 , 1 8 ?6 ).
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p r o p o s i t io n  u n t i l  he had been sp eak in g  fo r  some tim e* In  h is  
F a n e u il  H a ll  a d d re s s , "H onest Money,” th e  speech  p ro p o s it io n  
was s t a t e d  n e a re r  th e  end th a n  th e  b eg in n in g  o f th e  address*
He gave an e x p o s it io n  o f  th e  f in a n c ia l  Issu e s  o f  th e  cam­
p a ig n  and exam ined th e  p o s i t io n s  o f th e  o p p o s it io n , and th e n , 
in  em phatic  to n e s ,  s t a t e d  h is  own p ro p o s itio n *  f,I  a f f irm  
a g a in s t  a l l  o p p o se rs , t h a t  th e  h ig h e s t  and forem ost p re s e n t 
du ty  o f  th e  American peop le  i s  to  com plete th e  resum ption  o f 
sp e c ie  payments* • •
There was good re a s o n  fo r  G a r f ie ld ’s d e lay  in  announcing 
h is  p ro p o s i t io n  to  th e  aud ience  in  F an eu il H all*  The I n t e r ­
ru p t io n  by h e c k le rs  in d ic a te s  t h a t  some o f th e  audience were 
h o s t i le *  I f  th e  sp eak er had announced h is  p ro p o s it io n  in  th e  
b eg in n in g , he m igh t w e ll have re a re d  a w all o f  p re ju d ic e  in  
the minds o f  some o f h is  a u d ito rs*
G a r f ie ld ’s sp eech  d e l iv e re d  b e fo re  th e  Ohio E d i to r i a l  
A sso c ia tio n  in  C leveland  Is  an o th e r example o f  d e lay in g  th e  
p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  th e  speech p ro p o s itio n *  F ollow ing a h i s t o r i ­
c a l  sk e tc h  o f  th e  s t r u g g le  o f  a f re e  p r e s s ,  G a r f ie ld  s ta te d  
th e  r e a l  purpose o f  h is  speech  when he sa id*  ft. * * th e  p re ss  
shou ld  b e  f r e e  • • • • But freedom  b r in g s  w ith  i t  In c reased  
r e s p o n s ib i l i ty *  •3 k  He th en  d is c u sse d  th a t  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty *  I t  
i s  h ig h ly  p ro b ab le  t h a t  among t h i s  audience th e re  were s e v e ra l
33Worte«. I I ,  599 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  F a n e u il H a ll ,  
B oston , Septem ber 10, 1878)*
^W orka* I I ,  5?9 (A ddress d e l iv e re d  b e fo re  th e  Ohio
E ditoria l A ss o c ia tio n , C lev e lan d , Ohio, J u ly  11, 1 8 7 8 )*
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who were h o s t i l e  to  G a r f ie ld  p o l i t i c a l l y ,  i f  no t p e rso n a lly *  
T h is  te c h n iq u e  o f d e la y in g  the g iv in g  o f  a p ro p o s it io n  in  
sp eak in g  to  a h o s t i l e  au d ien ce  is  re c o g n ise d  toy r h e to r ic ia n s  
a s  hav ing  m e r i t * ^
Summary* The fo llo w in g  co n c lu sio n s  may now to® drawn r e ­
g a rd in g  G a r f ie ld 1® s ta te m e n t o f  the  speech  p ro p o s itio n *
(1 ) He u s u a l ly  s t a te d  th e  p ro p o s it io n  in  a 11 th e s is  p arag rap h , * 
b u t sometimes i t  was g iv e n  in  a s in g le  se n te n c e , in  q u e s tio n  
form , o r  by im p lic a tio n *  (2) G a r f ie ld  g e n e ra lly  s t a t e d  the  
p ro p o s i t io n  n e a r  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  h is  speech , th e  n o ta b le  ex­
c e p tio n s  b e in g  h is  a d d re sse s  on "Honest Money" and "The P r e s s ,1* 
w hich were d e l iv e r e d  b e fo re  an aud ience th a t  was a t  l e a s t  p a r­
t i a l l y  h o s t i le *  (3) He f re q u e n tly  gave a b r i e f  n a r r a t io n  of 
c ircu m stan ces  b e fo re  s t a t i n g  h is  p ro p o s itio n *  {!$.) E egard less 
o f  where o r  how G a r f ie ld ’ s speech p ro p o s it io n  was g iv en , i t  
was alw ays made c l e a r  to  the  a u d ie n c e -- th e y  knew where th e  
sp eak er was going* And i t  m ight j u s t l y  toe added t h a t  when he 
was th ro u g h , w hether th e  l i s t e n e r s  agreed  w ith  th e  sp e ak e r o r  
n o t ,  th e y  knew where he had been*
DEVELOPMENT
G a r f ie ld  employed th e  to p ic a l  o r lo g ic a l  b a s is  o f  d iv is io n  
fo r  a l l  the  m ajor speeches in  t h i s  p e r io d  (1876-1880) excep t 
two. The ty p e  of sp eech  d eterm ined  th e  p a r t i c u la r  p a t te r n  o f 
d iv i s io n .  Of co u rse , in  h is  arg u m en ta tiv e  speeches d e liv e re d
^ G i l e s  W ilkerson Gray, and Waldo W* B raden, P u b lic  
S p eak in g i P r in c ip le s  and P ra c t ic e  (New Yorks H arper & 
B ro th e rs , c .  1951)# P* 359*
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©» th e  f l o o r  o f  th e  House in  which G a r f ie ld  spoke on e i th e r  
th e  a f f i rm a t iv e  o r  n e g a tiv e  s id e  o f  a p ro p o s i t io n , he o rgan ized  
h is  sp eech  by lo g ic a l  o rder*  In  h is  e u lo g is t i c  speeches de­
l iv e r e d  In  th e  House he fav o red  to p ic a l  r a th e r  than  chrono* 
lo g ic a l  developm ent, and on th e  stump he was a ls o  p a r t i a l  to  
the  to p ie a l  o rd er*  The to p ic a l  o rd e r  was used f o r  a lm ost a l l  
o f  h i s  o c c a s io n a l ad d resses*  However, G a rf ie ld  d id  use th e  
lo g ic a l  o rd e r  in  d ev e lo p in g  some o f  h is  m ajor campaign speeches* 
This I s  t r u e  in  re g a rd  to  h is  Im p o rtan t speeches on finance*  
C h ro n o lo g ic a l* G a r f ie ld  developed h is  memorial ad d ress  
on Almeda A* Booth in  c h ro n o lo g ic a l order* He tra c e d  h e r 
achievem ents from  h e r  y o u th  u n t i l  h e r  d e a th , and th e n  c lo sed  
w ith  an e la b o r a t io n  o f  w hat she had l e f t  p o s te r i ty  nas a 
leg acy  and a le s s o n * 0- ^  T h is ty p e  o f address n a tu r a l ly  len d s  
i t s e l f  to  c h ro n o lo g ic a l o rd e r ,  and su ch  development i s  common 
in  speeches o f  a e u l o g i s t i c  n a tu re*
A lso In  a speech  b e fo re  th e  H is to r ic a l  S o c ie ty  o f  Geauga 
County, G a r f ie ld  mad© e x te n s iv e  use o f  t h i s  p a t te r n  o f  p a r t i ­
t io n  in  b o th  th e  main heads and sub-heads*  The main heads o f  
the  speech w ere:
F i r s t  — The Romantic P e rio d  o f D iscovery on th i s  
C on tinen t*
Second - -  The S tru g g le  f o r  n a t io n a l  Dominion*
T h ird  — The War o f  th e  R ev o lu tio n , and i t s  R e la tio n  
to  th e  West*
F o u rth  — O rg a n isa tio n  and S e ttle m e n t o f th e  W estern 
R ese rv e*37
^W orka ,  I I ,  291 (A ddress d e l iv e re d  a t  Hiram C o lleg e , 
H iram , O hio, June 2 2 , 18?6 |*
^ G a r f i e l d  Papers (P u b lic  U tte ra n ces  1672- 7 *̂) *
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"A ncien t Ephesus and Recent D is c o v e r ie s ," o f f e r s  an o th e r ex-
anqple o f  t h i s  type  o f  a rran g em en t, f o r  h e re  G a rf ie ld  t r a c e d  the
h i s to r y  o f  th e  c i t y  o f  Ephesus th ro u g h  a n c ie n t tim es and th en
gave th e  r e c e n t  d is c o v e r ie s  y ea r by y e a r  from 1863 to  187^*3®
T his same o rd e r  ap p ea rs  in  G a r f ie ld ’s in a u g u ra l a d d re ss , the
39
developm ent b e in g  from p a s t  to  p re s e n t  to  fu tu re *  In  h is
sp e ech , "The P re s s ,"  he developed h is  theme from p as t to
p r e s e n t ,  t r a c in g  th e  h i s to r y  o f th e  s tru g g le  fo r  a f r e e  p re ss
kOand p re s e n t in g  w hat i s  r e q u ire d  o f  i t  in  modern times*
On o c c a s io n  G a r f ie ld  developed th e  sub-heads o f  a g iv en  
speeeh  in  c h ro n o lo g ic a l  o rd e r  even though th e  main heads were 
o rg an iz ed  on some o th e r  b a s is  o f  d iv is io n *  His r e p ly  to  Lamar 
as a ca se  in  p o in t  i l l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  p r a c t i c e .  A lthough th e  
d iv is io n s  o f  t h i s  speech  a re  n o t c le a r ly  marked by " s ig n  
p o s ts ,"  th e y  may be d isc e rn e d  by a c a r e fu l  read ing*  The 
p ro p o s it io n  G a r f ie ld  was la b o r in g  to  e s ta b l i s h  was th a t  the  
D em ocratic P a r ty  sh o u ld  n o t be e n tru s te d  w ith  th e  N a tio n a l 
a d m in is t r a t io n  in  1876, H is main head in g s in  th e  speech  were 
s t a t e d  in  th e  form  o f  q u e s t io n s ;  th e  f i r s t  was: "X ask  him
/Lam ar7 i f  th e  D em ocratic p a r ty  have adop ted  th e  r e s u l t s  o f 
the  w ar?" In  s t r i v i n g  to  prove t h a t  th e  o p p o s it io n  could no t
3® G arfie ld  P apers (Speech d e l iv e re d  In  W ashington, 
D. C ., May 2^ , 1 6 7  8 T * ^
^ G a r f le ld  Papers (D e liv e red  on the  E ast P o r tic o  o f 
th e  Cap 11o 1, Mar ch l 8 8 l ) ,
^ W o rk a , I I ,  $75 (Address d e l iv e re d  b e fo re  th e  Ohio
E d i to r i a l  A s s o c ia tio n , C lev e lan d , O hio, Ju ly  11, 1 8 ?8 ),
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r i g h t f u l l y  answ er in  th e  a f f irm a tiv e *  he t r a c e d  th e  h i s to r y  o f  
s la v e ry  c h ro n o lo g ic a l ly  and i t s  co n n ec tio n  w ith  the Dem ocratic 
P arty*  He b ro u g h t th e  is s u e  down to  th e  p re s e n t  and in  so 
do ing  c la im ed  to  have proven  th a t  th e  m a jo r ity  p a r ty  in  the  
House had n o t y e t  acc e p ted  th e  r e s u l t s  o f  th e  a b o l i t io n  o f  
s la v e ry *  th e  n ex t main head was* "What has th e  D em ocratic 
p a r ty  done to  m e r i t  t h a t  g r e a t  t r u s t ? ” ^ r e tu r n  to  power by 
e l e c t io n  o f T il  d en / The sub-heads o f t h i s  q u e s tio n  were 
deve loped  by s t a t i n g  th e  p o s i t io n  o f th e  o p p o s itio n  p a r ty  in  
i 860, 18614., 1668, 18? 2 , and 1876.
L o g ica l O rder* L o g ica l o rd e r  i s  more p re v a le n t th an  any 
o th e r  p a t t e r n  o f  p a r t i t i o n  in  th e  m ajor speeches o f t h i s  
p e r io d  (1876-1880)* S ince th e  m a jo r i ty  o f G a r f ie ld 1® im­
p o r ta n t  speeches in  th e  y e a rs  co n s id e red  in  t h i s  s tu d y  were 
a rg u m en ta tiv e  o ra t io n s  d e l iv e re d  on th e  f lo o r  o f  th e  House ©f 
R e p re s e n ta tiv e s , t h i s  f a c t  i s  no t su rp r is in g #
The developm ent o f  some o f  G a rfie ld * s  speeches from  th e  
s ta n d p o in t  o f  lo g ic a l  o rd e r  i s  complex w h ile  th a t  o f  o th e rs  
i s  ex c ee d in g ly  sim ple* His F an eu il H a ll speech* "Honest 
Honey," i s  an example o f  th e  fo rm er, and th e  b r i e f  s k e le to n  
o u t l in e  g iv en  h e re  in d ic a te s  i t s  g e n e ra l s t r u c tu re #
I* H is to ry  o f  th e  Q uestion
II*  The resum ption  o f  sp e c ie  payments i s  demanded by 
ev e ry  i n t e r e s t  o f b u s in e ss  in  th i s  co u n try , f o r
^ Works* II*  353-367 (Speech d e liv e re d  in  th e  House
o f  R e p re se n ta tiv e s*  August 4# 1 8 7 6 )*
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A« The a l l e g a t io n  th a t  resum ption  o f  sp ec ie  
payment w i l l  h e lp  th e  r i c h  and h u r t  th e  
p o o r i s  n o t t r u e  ,  f o r
1* In  tim es o f i n f l a t i o n  th e  wages o f  
th e  la b o re r  a re  th e  l a s t  th in g s  to  
go u p .
2 .  In  tim es o f  d e f la t io n  th e  la b o r e r ’s 
wages a re  th e  f i r s t  to  come down.
3 .  The poor man, hav ing  only h is  la b o r  
to  s e l l ,  canno t w a it fo r  th e  m arket 
to  g e t  b e t t e r ,  as can th e  r ic h #
B* In  th e  p re s e n t  s ta g e  o f  th e  c o n tro v e rsy , 
resu m p tio n  does n o t mean the d e s t ru c t io n ,  
b u t th e  b e t te rm e n t ,  o f  our greenback 
c u rre n c y , f o r
1* I t  means th a t  th e  la b o rin g  man’ s
d o l l a r  s h a l l  be made the  b e s t  d o l la r  
in  th e  world*
2 .  I t  means the d o l la r  w i l l  measure a l l  
f o re ig n  t r a d e ,  and w i l l  be as good as 
th e  d o l la r  a c ro s s  th e  w ater*
I I I *  I t  would be a m istake  to  a b o l is h  the n a t io n a l  banks 
and is s u e  g reenbacks to  ta k e  th e  p la c e  o f  t h e i r  
n o te s ,  f o r
A* To do so would be a v io la t io n  o f  th e  p led g e , 
p ro m ise , and f a i t h  of t h i s  n a t io n  th a t  I t  
would never in c re a s e  th e  greenbacks above 
$4.00,000,000*
B* Bow th e  n a t io n a l  bank n o te s ,  pay a good 
round sh a re  o f  th e  ta x e s  to  th e  s t a t e  and 
the  n a tio n *
C* The n a t io n a l  bank n o te s ,  as th e y  now s ta n d , 
a re  th e  o n ly  p a r t  o f  our f in a n c ia l  m achinery 
t h a t  g ea rs  th e  supp ly  o f cu rrency  to  th e  laws 
o f  supp ly  and demand*
0* I f  you a b o l is h  the  n a t io n a l bank ing  system , 
you le av e  us a mere group o f  brokers* sh ops, 
—n o th in g  more than  th a t*
IV. Re sump t  ion  has now so n e a r ly  com© th a t  i t  would be 
a crim e to  atop i t ,  f o r
A* W hatever e v i ls  anybody has p ro p h esied  as 
coming from  resu m p tio n , w hatever h a rd sh ip s  
resum ption  was ex p ec ted  to  b r in g ,  hav ing  
been  endured a lre a d y ;  th e  agony I s ,  In  f a c t ,  
over*
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B. The honor o f  th e  co u n try  demands i t s  
com pletion.**2
G a r f ie ld 1s speech* wThe Army and th e  P u b lic  P e a c e ,” i s  
an example o f  a much s im p le r  a rrangem en t, as th e  o u t l in e  
below  c l e a r ly  in d ic a t e s ,
I .  Background o f  th e  Q u es tio n .
I I .  We need a t  a l l  tim es a r e l a t i v e l y  la rg e  s ta n d in g  
army, f o r
A* We need i t  to  keep a l iv e  th e  knowledge and 
p r a c t ic e  o f  m i l i t a r y  sc ien ce*
B. We need an  army f o r  th e  p r o te c t io n  o f  our 
g re a t  b o rd e r ,  f o r
1 .  Our n o r th e rn  l in e  runs from  ocean to  
ocean .
2* Our so u th e rn  b o rd e r , though s h o r te r ,  
i s  In  g r e a te r  need o f  m i l i ta r y  p ro ­
t e c t i o n .
3* We have now a p o s s e s s io n  th a t  ex tends 
a lm ost to th e  sh o re s  o f  A sia p r e f e r r in g  
to  A laska^*
G. We need an army to  m a in ta in  peace w ith in  ou r 
own b o rd e rs  in  ca ses  o f  em ergency,**3
G a r f ie ld  a ls o  u sed  th e  lo g ic a l  method o f  arrangem ent In  
some o f  h i s  cam paign sp e ech e s . The m an u scrip t o u t l in e  in  th e  
G a r f ie ld  P apers o f  a speech  d e l iv e re d  a t  L a n c a s te r , Ohio, 11* 
l u s t r a t e s  t h i s  p o in t .  The o u t l in e  is  n o t a fo rm al b r i e f ,  b u t 
i t  i s  e v id e n t th a t  th e  o rd e r  i s  l o g i c a l .  In  t h i s  m anuscrip t 
G a r f ie ld  f i r s t  gave th e  p ro p o s i t io n  in  the  form o f  th e  q u es tio n *  
" I s  th e  D em ocratic P a r ty  f i t  to  b© tru s te d  w ith  power?” He
^ W o rk s , I I ,  566-608 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  F a n e u il H a l l ,  
B oston , Septem ber 10, 1878)*
Ji3Works. I I ,  (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House o f
B e p re s e n ta tIv e s , May 21 , 1 8 7 8 ) .
th e n  d eve loped  In  lo g ic a l  o rd e r  h is  n e g a tiv e  answer to  th e  
p r o p o s i t io n  as th e  fo llo w in g  v erb a tim  copy o f  h is  o u t l in e  
i l l u s t r a t e s *
I* I t  has ceased  to  be a p a r ty  o f  Ideas — f o r  20 
y e a rs  -* I t  o n ly  opposes*
1* I t  opposed e v e r  g r e a t  and b e n e f ie ie n t
m easure f o r  th e  defence o f  th e  Union ' 
many fav o red  s e c e s s io n  P end le ton  1861*
(a) E . (J , Hat* Supremacy over S ecession*
(b) A b o litio n  o f  s la v e ry  1 3 th  Arndt*
(e) C iv i l  R ig h ts  I q th  Amdt.
{e} S u ffra g e  15 **
2* I t  i s  re a c tio n a ry *
In  1868 d e c la re d  th e  3 amendments vo id  * In  
1872 approved them*
3* F in a n c ia l ly  unsound*
1 * R e s is te d  Greenbacks# See F en d le to n
1862 -  Now th e  b e s t  C urrency we e v e r  had- 
2 * In  1861 Hard money Now s o f t  
3 * The ^ s i c 7  d is tu rb e d  th e  p u b lic  f a i t h  by 
seek in g  Greenbacks -  & I s s u in g  enough to  
d e p re c ia te  th e  Currency# 11 
i|.* Now th ey  oppose re s u m p tio n ^
In  th e  G arf ie ld  F acers  th e re  a re  a few speech n o te s  in  
G arfie ld *  s h an d w ritin g  w hich are la b e le d  " b r i e f *11 In  such  
e a se s  th e  n o te s  a re  f a r  from  composing a form al b r i e f ,  b u t 
th e y  do in d ic a te  th e  a rg u m en ta tiv e  n a tu re  o f th e  speech  and 
th e  lo g ic a l  o rd e r  o f  arrangem ent* A re p ro d u c tio n  o f  one o f 
th e s e  " b r ie f s "  I s  g iv en  on th e  fo llo w in g  page*
G a r f ie ld  Papers (Speech d e liv e re d  a t  L a n c a s te r , Ohio 
Septem ber 25 , l8 7 7 )T  fo llo w in g  the  l a s t  p o in t  (No* i|. u n d er 
No* 3 ) I s  a fo u r  page m an u scrip t w ith  n o te s  to  su p p o rt the  con 
t e n t io n  "Now th e y  oppose resu m p tio n . n The o u t l in e  Is  on ly  
seven  pages in  long  hand and th e  apace g iven  to  th e  3a s t  p o in t  
i s  in d ic a t iv e  o f  G a rf ie ld * a  s p e c ia l  i n t e r e s t  in  th e  q u e s tio n  
o f  f in an ce*
/ i ' ) f
H liA s^ t^ v —O' J U ^ ^ T
*- A > I * * t r n , M i
\J t 'FLj Iull w  r-.FA /̂wt^
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T o p ica l O rd er* G a r f ie ld  d id  n o t show a p re fe re n c e  f o r  
t h i s  method o f  arrangem ent in  h is  speeches on th e  f lo o r  o f 
th e  House, a lth o u g h  he d id  us© th e  to p ic a l  o rd e r in  o rg a n i­
s in g  some o f  h is  c o n g re s s io n a l speeches*
"The Revived D o ctrin e  o f  S ta te  S overeign ty*  i s  an ex­
ample o f  such arrangem ent* There were two m ajor to p ic s  d i s ­
cu ssed  in  th e  sp eech , nam ely: th e  p o s i t io n  o f th e  D em ocratic
members of th e  House on S ta te  S o v e re ig n ty , and th e  p o s i t io n  
o f  th e  R epub lican  P arty*  Under th e  f i r s t  to p ic  he l i s t e d  
seven  p o in ts  in  th e  D em ocratic p o s i t io n ,  and under th e  second 
m ajor d iv is io n  he geve th e  b a s ic  " c o u n te r -p ro p o s it io n s 1* b e­
l ie v e d  by th e  R epub licans*  The developm ent and arrangem ent
o f  t h i s  speech  i s  le s s  complex th an  most o f  G a rfie ld * s  con-
kg ^
g re s s io n a l  ad d resses*  I t  is  a ls o  l i k e l y  th a t  G a r f ie ld  a r ­
ranged  th e se  to p ic s  in  th e  o rd e r  t h a t  he th o u g h t b e s t  to  win 
most e f f e c t i v e ly  p o p u la r  su p p o rt fo r  th e  R epublican  Party*
The developm ent o f  G a rfie ld * s  speeches d e l iv e re d  In the
*
House o f R e p re se n ta tiv e s  was e f f e c te d  to  a degree by the  
q u e s tio n s  propounded from th e  f lo o r*  F or example, in  th e  
"Sugar T a r if f "  speech  G a r f ie ld  was in te r r u p te d  t h i r t e e n  tim es 
by q u e s tio n s*  A p p aren tly  th e s e  in te r ru p t io n s  had no b e a rin g  
upon th e  arrangem ent o f the  m ajor d iv is io n s ,  b u t  th ey  a f fe c te d  
th e  developm ent o f  th e  s u b - d iv i s io n s * ^
^ Works * XI, 709-720 (Speech d e liv e re d  in  th e  House 
o f  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s ,  June 27, 1079)*
^  Works * XI, 6 3 7 - 6 5 I4. (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House
o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s , February  26, 1079)•
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Campaign Speeches* The b ases  o f  d iv is io n  in  G arfie ld * s  
p o l i t i c a l  speeches w ere g e n e ra l ly  to p i c a l .  "The D em ocratic 
P a r ty  and P u b lic  O pin ion” d e l iv e re d  b e fo re  an e s tim a te d  a u d i­
ence o f  te n  to  f i f t e e n  t h o u s a n d , i s  a ty p ic a l  example*
Three m ajor to p ic s  a re  d iscu ssed *  F i r s t ,  th e  D em ocratic 
P a rty  is  a p a r ty  o f dead i s s u e s ;  second, i t  i s  to  the  b e s t  
i n t e r e s t  o f  p r o s p e r i ty  to  e l e c t  a H epublican t i c k e t ;  t h i r d ,  
i t  i s  to  th e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  l i b e r t y  to  e l e c t  th e  H epublican  
re p re  s e n t a t i v e s .
In  a p o l i t i c a l  speech d e liv e re d  a t  W arren, Ohio, G a rf ie ld  
r e p l ie d  to  th e  c r i t i c i s m  and a t ta c k s  on h is  o f f i c i a l  c h a ra c te r ,  
w hich in c lu d ed  fo u r main charges t h a t  had been h u r le d  a g a in s t  
him . They w ere: (1) h is  p a r t  in  th e  ex p a r te  M illig a n  ca se ;
(2) th e  C re d i t  M o b ilie r  a f f a i r ;  (3) th© " s a la ry  g r a b ,11 and 
(U) th e  De G o lly e r  Pavement in c id e n t*  At the  co n c lu s io n  o f  
th e  d is c u s s io n  on each to p ic  he would ask i f  th e re  were any 
q u e s tio n s  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  to p ic *  D uring h is  d is c u s s io n  
o f  th e  " s a la r y  g ra b ,"  one l i s t e n e r  s a id :  "Give us some o f
th e  De G o lly e r m a tte r* " However, G a rf ie ld  showed sound judg­
ment by r e p ly in g :  "We w i l l  take  each  p a r t i c u l a r  th in g  a t  th e
p ro p e r tim e and p l a c e .” I t  was on ly  a f t e r  the aud ience  had 
h ea rd  a th o ro u g h  e x p la n a tio n  o f  each p o in t  and had an oppor­
tu n i t y  to  ask  any q u e s tio n  th e y  d e s ire d  abou t i t  th a t  a new
USto p ic  was co nsidered*  The wisdom o f a c lo se  adherence to
^ Works * I I ,  753-772 (Speech d e liv e re d  in  C lev elan d ,
Ohio, O ctober 11, lo 7 9 ; crowd e s tim a te d  g iven  by G a r f ie ld ,  p* f 6 l •)
Lp
^ G a rf ie ld  Papers (Speech d e liv e re d  a t  W arren, Ohio,
Septem ber 19# i$7U )*
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h is  o v e r - a l l  t o p ic a l  arrangem ent i s  obvious to  th e  c r i t i c  who 
read s  th e  speech*
S ev e ra l o u t l in e s  o f  campaign speeches in  th© G a r f ie ld 
Papers i l l u s t r a t e  to p ic a l  developm ent, and rep ro d u c t ions o f  
th re e  o f  th e s e  more o r le s s  ty p ic a l  o u t l in e s  a r e  g iven  here* 
The f i r s t  re p ro d u c tio n  g iv en  is  an  o u t l in e  o f  a campaign 
speech  d e l iv e r e d  a t  New B r i t a in ,  C onnecticu t*  T his i s  on© 
o f  th e  more o rth o d o x  and o rd e r ly  o u t l in e s  and co n ta in s  an 
enum eration  o f  n in e  p o in ts*  The second re p ro d u c tio n  i s  an 
o u t l in e  o f  G a r f i e ld ’ s M adison, W isconsin , speech  and i s  a lso  
developed  to p ic a l ly ,  b u t i s  more unorthodox  in  form and i s  
much f u l l e r  th a n  th e  o th e r  two* The th i r d  re p ro d u c tio n  g iven  
i s  o f  an o u t l in e  o f  a  campaign speech  made in  L ew iston, Maine, 
and i s  ty p ic a l  o f  th e  more meager o u t l in e s  in  th e  G a r f ie ld  
c o l l e c t i o n .  I t  i s  a ls o  a rran g ed  to p ic a l ly ,  b u t  i s  la ck in g  
in  c l a r i t y  and b e a rs  th e  marks o f  a h a s t i l y  and n o t too 
c a r e f u l ly  a rran g ed  speech* These re p ro d u c tio n s  a lso  i l l u s ­
t r a t e  t h a t  G a r f ie ld  had no c o n s is te n t  form  f o r  o u t l in in g  h is  
to p ic a l ly  developed  sp e e c h e s .
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O ccasio n a l Speeches* Oar f i e l d  was a ls o  p a r t i a l  to  th e
to p ic a l  o rd e r  in  a r ra n g in g  h i s  o c c a s io n a l speeches*  H is b r i e f
eu lo g y  on O liv e r  P* Morton i s  an exam ple, f o r  h e re  he l i s t e d
what he  c o n s id e re d  th e  le a d in g  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f Morton*s
l i f e  and gave a  b r i e f  d is c u s s io n  o f each to p ic *  These w ere :
**He was a  $ r e a t  o rg a n ise r*  - * * H is fo rc e  o f  w i l l  was most
m a s te rfu l*  • • • He p o sse sse d  an i n t e l l e c t  o f rem ark ab le
c le a rn e s s  and fo rce*  • • • S en a to r Morton was a p a r t i s a n ,  a
k 9s tro n g  p a r t is a n *  * * • **
The number o f  to p ic s  in c lu d ed  in  o c c a s io n a l speeches
v a r ie d *  Sometimes as many as n in e  main p o in ts  e n te re d  in to
th e  developm ent* As an exam ple, G a r f i e ld 's  o u t l in e  f o r  an
ad d ress  on "P u b lic  L ife "  i s  g iv e n  below*
I* P re v a i l in g  o p in io n  th a t  p u b lic  l i f e  & men a r e
f u l l  o f  E v il  -  
I I*  P u b lic  l i f e  in  th e  U* S . p e c u l ia r  n o t a ,
p ro fe s s io n  as in  Europe*
I I I *  Hew members — I f  the  r u le  o f  r o t a t i o n  were
u n iv e r s a l  w ise l e g i s l a t i o n  would be a lm ost 
im p o ss ib le .
IV* P re ju d ic e  a g a in s t  fo re ig n  in f lu e n c e  -
V* P a r ty  a n e c e s s i ty  in  f r e e  governm ent ** though
i t  has e v i l s  -  Our b e s t  p u b lic  men have been 
p a r t is a n s *
V I. P u b lic  l i f e  has d r i f t e d  from  th e  s t a t e  to
n a t io n  — Causes t o  be r e g r e t t e d  on some 
accounts*
V II . E v ils  o f  P u b lic  l i f e .
V III*  The S o c ia l F o rces In  p o l i t i c s  -  P e rso n a l sym­
p ath y  -  P e te rs  & th e  o ld  woman in  th e  G a lle ry  -  
IX* E lem ents o f  su ccess  In  Pub. L if e *50
JiO
Works * I I ,  529-532 (D e liv e red  in  th e  House o f K epre- 
s e n t a t i v e s , January  18, 1878) .
^ °G a r f ie ld  P apers {Speech d e liv e re d  a t  Hiram C o llege  
In  1878, found among P u b lic  U tte ran ces  o f 1878)*
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Fondness o f  Bnum eration* G a r f ie ld  seldom  enum erated th e
m ajo r p o in ts  o f  h i s  sp e ech e s ; how ever, he was fond  o f  u s in g
su ch  " s ig n  p o s t s 11 w ith in  th e  developm ent o f  th e  main head# o f
th e  speech*  ®The Revived D o c tr in e  o f  S ta te  S o v e re ig n ty ”
sp eech  i s  an  example o f  t h i s  p r a c t i c e .  In  sum m arizing th e
D em ocratic s ta te m e n ts  on " S ta te  S o v e re ig n ty ,” w hich had been
made In  th e  f o r t y - s i x t h  co n g ress  he s a id ;
F i r s t ,  th e r e  a re  no n a t io n a l  e l e c t io n s ;  second , th e  U n ited  
S ta te s  has no v o te r s ;  t h i r d ,  th e  S ta te s  have th e  e x c lu s iv e  
r i g h t  to  c o n t ro l  a l l  e l e c t io n s  o f  members o f  C ongress; f o u r th ,  
th e  S e n a to rs  and R e p re s e n ta tiv e s  in  Congress a re  S ta te  o f f i c e r s ,  
o r ,  as th e y  have been c a l l e d  d u rin g  th e  p re s e n t  s e s s io n ,  " am­
b a s s a d o rs ” o r  •‘agents®  o f  th e  S ta te ;  f i f t h ,  th e  U n ited  S ta te s  
has no a u th o r i ty  to  keep th e  peace anywhere w ith in  a S ta te ,  
and in  f a c t ,  has no peace to  keep ; s ix t h ,  th e  U nited  S ta te s  
la  n o t a n a t io n  endowed w ith  so v e re ig n  pow er, b u t  i s  a  con­
fed e rac y  o f  S ta te s ;  s e v e n th , th e  S ta te s  a re  s o v e re ig n t ie s  
p o s s e s s in g  in h e re n t  supreme power* • • .51
Summary* C h ro n o lo g ic a l . The c h ro n o lo g ic a l p a t t e r n  o f  
p a r t i t i o n  ap p ears  in  two o f  e ig h te e n  speeches b a s ic  to  t h i s  
s tu d y  and in  o th e r  ad d re sse s  o f  m inor im portance* G a r f ie ld  
o c c a s io n a lly  developed  th e  sub-heads in  c h ro n o lo g ic a l o rd e r  
even though  th e  main heads were p a r t i t i o n e d  on a n o th e r  b a s is*
L o g ic a l .  G a r f ie ld  showed a dec ided  p re fe re n c e  f o r  lo g ic a l  
o rd e r  in  a r ra n g in g  h is  c o n g re s s io n a l sp e e c h e s , and th e  o rg a n i­
z a t io n  o f  some o f  th e s e  speeches was complex w h ile  th e  o rg a n i­
z a t io n  o f  o th e rs  was s im p le . O c c a s io n a lly , he a p p lie d  th e  
term  " b r ie f "  to  an o u t l i n e ,  b u t d id  n o t make a fo rm al b r i e f  
f o r  th e  speeches co n s id e red  in  th i s  s tu d y .
5^Borka« I I ,  7x1 (Speech d e liv e re d  in  the  House o f
R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s ,  June 27 , 1879).
221
Top l e a l  O rder* I t  seems p la u s ib le  to  draw th e  fo llo w in g  
co n c lu s io n s  re g a rd in g  th e  to p ic a l  b a s i s  o f  d iv is io n  in  th e  
G a r f ie ld  sp eech es o f  th e  p e r io d s  ( l )  t h i s  ty p e  o f  a r ra n g e ­
ment i s  p re v a le n t  in  h is  stump sp eech es and o c c a s io n a l ad ­
d r e s s e s ;  (2) th e  to p ic s  w ere p ro b ab ly  o f te n  a rran g ed  in  the  
o rd e r  t h a t  G a r f ie ld  th o u g h t b e s t  to  answ er h is  opponents and 
win su p p o r t f o r  th e  R epub lican  P a r ty ;  (3 } th e  in te r r u p t io n s  
from  th e  f lo o r  o f  th e  House du ring  th e  d e l iv e ry  o f  h is  to p ic ­
a l l y  a rra n g e d  sp eech es d id  n o t a f f e c t  th e  o v e r - a l l  a r ra n g e ­
ment o f  th e  speech ; (ij.) th e re  i s  no c o n s is te n t  form  o f ou t*  
l in in g  in  h i s  t o p i c a l l y  a rran g ed  speeches*  Gome o f  them 
w ere o r d e r ly ;  a few were v ery  f u l l ;  o th e rs  were ex ceed in g ly  
b r i e f ;  and (5 ) a p p a re n tly  G a r f ie ld  d id  n o t make i t  a  p r a c t i c e  
to  enum erate h is  m ajor p o in ts  b u t  was fond  o f  u s in g  Ms ig n  
p o s ts 1* w ith in  th e  developm ent o f  m ajor to p ic s*
CCMCLUSIOHS
A r i s to t l e  sa y s :
The E p ilogue i s  made up o f  fo u r  e le m e n ts • ( l )  You must
re n d e r  th e  au d ien ce  w e ll-d is p o se d  to  y o u r s e l f ,  and I l l - d i s ­
posed to  your opponen t; (2 ) you must m agnify and d e p re c ia te  
/make w h atev er fa v o rs  your case  seem more im p o rta n t and w hat­
ev e r  fa v o rs  h is  c a se  seem le a s 7 :  (3 ) must p u t the  aud ience  
in to  the r i g h t  S ta te  o f  em otion ; and 1I4.) you must r e f r e s h
t h e i r  m em ories*52
T h is A r i s to t e l i a n  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  is  th e  b a s is  o f  th e  a n a ly s is
A r i s t o t l e ,  R h e to r ic * tra n s*  Lane Cooper (Mew York: 
D. A ppleton-C en tu ry  Co*, 1932}, p* 21*0#
2 2 a
53h ero  made o f  G arfie ld *  a sp eech  conclusion© *
Bo co n c lu s io n s  a re  found in  many o f  th e  m an u scrip t out* 
l i n e s  in  th e  G a r f ie ld  P a p e rs* as most o f  them a b ru p tly  end 
w ith  th e  l i s t i n g  ©f th e  l a s t  m ajor to p ic #  However, th e  
a c tu a l  t e x t s  show t h a t  in  no one o f  th e  e ig h te e n  speeches 
b a s ic  to  t h i s  s tu d y  d id  G a r f ie ld  om it a  co n c lu sio n *  More­
o v e r , i t  may e a s i l y  be seen  t h a t  th ey  were **n e i th e r  so sudden 
and ab ru p t as  to  induce th e  h e a re r  to  s a y , * I  d id  n o t know he 
was g o in g  to  le a v e  o f f * * nor ag a in  so lo n g  a s  to  e x c i t e  lm* 
p a t ie n c e * ® ^  I t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  G a r f ie ld *a f a i l u r e  to  in*  
e lu d e  a c o n c lu s io n  on many o f  h is  o u t l in e s  may in d ic a te  th a t  
t h i s  p a r t  o f  th e  sp eech  was n o t c o n s id e re d  as v i t a l  as th e  
in tro d u c tio n *  At l e a s t ,  th e re  i s  no in d ic a t io n  in  th e  G a r f ie ld  
Jo u rn a l t h a t  he gave th e  same ca re  and a t t e n t io n  to  th e  con­
c lu s io n  t h a t  he te n d e red  to  th e  in t r o d u c t io n  o f  th e  speech# 
P e rso n a l Elem ent in  th e  C o n c lu sio n * This te c h n iq u e  
ap p ears  o c c a s io n a l ly  in  h i s  speech co n c lu sio n s*  He s a id  f o r  
example In  th e  e p ilo g u e  o f  h i s  sp eech , "The Mew Scheme o f 
American F in an c e " ;
Mr# Chairm an, I  beg th e  pardon  o f th e  com m ittee fo r  
d e lay in g  th e  a p p ro p r ia t io n  b i l l  by t h i s  speech , and I
53Gray and B raden term  th ese  c l a s s i f i c a t i o n s  as 
“P e rso n a l Elem ent in  th e  C o n c lu s io n ,"  R e s ta tem en t,"  "Summary," 
and "A ppeal*" T h e ir  te rm in o lo g y  i s  used  In  t h i s  ch ap te r#  
G ile s  W llkeraon Gray and Waldo W* B raden, P u b lic  S peak in g t 
P r in c ip le s  and P ra c t ic e  (Mew Yorks H arpers & B ro th e rs , c# 
1951J. PP* 3 7 3 - m ,
^ H ichard  Whats l y ,  Elam enta o f  R h a to rlo  (B oston and 
Cam bridge; James Munroe and Company, 1 0 J > 5 ) $ '  P *  2 0 7 *
® « P ^ |ia lly  r e g r e t  th e  n e c e s s i ty  w hich com pelled me to  make
G a r f ie ld  p ro b ab ly  f e l t  th a t  such  a p e rs o n a l r e fe re n c e  in  h is  
c o n c lu s io n  would te n d  to  c r e a te  good w i l l  tow ard him and th e  
cau se  f o r  w hich he spoke* In  h is  F a n e u il H a ll speech  In  
B oston  he a ls o  concluded  h is  ad d ress  w ith  a p e rs o n a l word*
He sa id £  wThanking you fo r  th e  a t t e n t io n  w ith  w hich you 
hawe honored me, I  b id  you good night*®
A gain , when a la r g e  group o f  f r ie n d s  se ren ad ed  G a r f ie ld  
a t  h is  home in  W ashington, on th e  o cc a s io n  o f  h i s  e l e c t i o n  to  
th e  S e n a te , he ad d re ssed  th e  crowd* The p e rso n a l e lem ent In  
th e  c o n c lu s io n  was prom inent*
I  a sk  y o u r in d u lg e n ce , your co n tin u ed  k in d n ess  in  a id  o f  my 
e f f o r t s ,  I  demand f o r  m y se lf  on ly  independence to  do th e  b e s t  
X know how, in  my own way* ^JSTreat ap p lau se7  X thank  you a l l ,
from  s f u l l  h e a r t ,  f o r  t h i s  g r e a t  d em o n stra tio n  t h i s
s p le n d id  com pliment* I f  my house were as la rg e  as my h e a r t ,
I  would a sk  you a l l  in ; b u t  th e  house f a i l s  me, and X b id  you
a l l  g o o d -n ig h t* 57
R e s ta tem en t* In  e i ^ i t  o f  th e  e ig h te e n  speeches c o n s id e red  
In  th is  s tu d y ,  G a r f ie ld  made a re s ta te m e n t o f pu rpose  in  the  
co n c lu sio n *  In  h is  r e p ly  to  Lm&v he la b o re d  to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  
p r o p o s i t io n  th a t  th e  D em ocratic P a r ty  sh o u ld  n o t b© e n t ru s te d  
to  run  th e  F ed e ra l government* His co n c lu s io n  c o n ta in e d  a
B oston , Septem ber 10 , 1876),
<7
Q a r f ie ld  Papers (C lip p in g  from the  W ashington World 
and found  in  th e  r u b l ie  U tte ra n c es  o f 1880).
^ Works * I I ,  $28 (Speech d e liv e re d  in  th e  House o f  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  March 6 , 1878)*
T t  Ar\Q  /  o _ ~ ~ ~ - u  t r i * , . * , u A i  i  
r e s ta te m e n t  o f  th e  c e n t r a l  theme o f  th e  ad d ress  In  a r a th e r  
le n g th y  p a ra g ra p h .
I  w i l l  c lo s e  by c a l l i n g  y o u r a t t e n t io n  ag a in  to  the 
g r e a t  problem  b e fo re  us* Over t h i s  v a s t  h o rizo n  o f  i n t e r e s t s , 
N orth  and S o u th , above a l l  p a r ty  p re ju d ic e s  and p e rso n a l wrong­
d o in g , above o u r  b a t t l e  h o s ts  and o u r v ic to r io u s  cau se , above 
a l l  t h a t  we hoped f o r  and won, o r  you hoped fo r  and l o s t ,  i s  
th e  g ra n d , onward movement o f  th e  r e p u b l ic ,  to  p e rp e tu a te  i t s  
g lo ry , to  save l i b e r t y  a l i v e ,  to  p re s e rv e  e x a c t and eq u a l 
j u s t i c e  to  a l l ,  to  p r o te c t  and f o s t e r  a l l  th e s e  p r ic e le s s  
p r i n c i p l e s ,  u n t i l  th e y  s h a l l  have c r y s t a l l i z e d  in to  th e  form  
o f  en d u rin g  law , and become inw rought in to  th e  l i f e  and th e  
h a b i t s  o f  o u r people#  And u n t i l  th e s e  g r e a t  r e s u l t s  a re  ac­
com plished , i t  I s  n o t s a fe  to  ta k e  one s te p  backward* I t  i s  
s t i l l  more u n sa fe  to  t r u s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  such  m e asu re le ss  v a lu e  
in  th e  hands o f  an  o rg a n iz a t io n  whose members have n ev e r com­
prehended  t h e i r  epoch , have n e v e r  been in* sympathy w ith  I t s  
g re a t  movements, who have r e s i s t e d  ev e ry  s te p  o f  i t s  p ro g re s s ,  
and whose p r in c ip a l  f u n c t io n  has been  " to  l i e  in  co ld  ob­
s t r u c t i o n 0 a c ro s s  th e  pathway o f  th e  n a tio n *  I t  i s  most 
u n sa fe  to  t r u s t  th a t  o rg a n iz a t io n ,  when, f o r  th e  f i r s t  tim e 
s in c e  th e  w ar, i t  p u ts  fo rw ard  fo r  th e  f i r s t  and second 
p la c e  o f  honor and command men who, i n  o u r days o f  g r e a te s t  
d an g e r, esteem ed p a r ty  above c o u n try , and f e l t  n o t one th ro b  
o f  p a t r i o t i c  a rd o r  f o r  th e  trium ph o f  th e  im p e r i l le d  u n io n , 
b u t  from  th e  b eg in n in g  to  t  he end h a te d  th e  w ar, and  h a te d  
th o se  who e a r r i e d  o u r e a g le s  to  v ic to ry *  No, n o , gen tlem en; 
ou r e n l ig h te n e d  and p a t r i o t i c  p eo p le  w i l l  n o t fo llo w  such  
le a d e r s  in  t h e i r  rea rw ard  march* T h e ir  m yriad fa c e s  a re  
tu rn e d  th e  o th e r  way; and a lo n g  t h e i r  s e r r i e d  l in e s  s t i l l  
r in g s  th e  c h e e r in g  c ry , f o r w a r d ,  t i l l  our g r e a t  work I s  
f u l l y  and w o r th i ly  donet'^®
"The Array and th e  P u b lic  P eace” Is  a n o th e r  example o f  
t h i s  tech n iq u e  in  co n c lu sio n *  However, th e re  I s  l e s s  am pli­
f i c a t i o n  in  t h i s  c o n c lu s io n  th a n  th e  one j u s t  r e f e r r e d  to  in  
, th e  above parag raph*  G a r f ie ld  had spoken a g a in s t  th e  e f f o r t  
to  c u t th e  s i z e  o f  th e  array under th e  number o f  tw e n ty -f iv e  
thousand* He concluded*
f+Q
Works * I I ,  3 8 ? (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  the  House o f
R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s ,  August I*,, 1 8 7 6 )*
X th e r e f o r e  sa y  b o ld ly  * * a g a in s t  a l l  comers X ©m f o r  th e  
r e ig n  o f  law in  t h i s  r e p u b lic  and fo r  an  army la rg e  enough to  
make i t  su re*
X t r u s t ,  Mr. Chairm an, t h a t  th e  gentlem an from  Hew fo rk * -  
* * * w i l l  c o n se n t to  an  amendment to  f i x  th e  number o f  th e  
arm y f o r  th e  coming y e a r  a t  tw en ty * fiv e  tho u san d  men, where i t  
new l a ,  and  l e t  th e  b i l l  be reco m m itted , so t h a t  h i s  com m ittee 
may r e c o n s t r u c t  i t  in  harmony w ith  th e  amendment.5 9
<fha c o n c lu s io n  o f  th e  sp eech , " fh e  Sugar f a r  i f f / *  i s  one 
o f  th e  b e s t  exam ples o f  a com plete r e s ta te m e n t o f  th e  speech  
purpose* G a r f ie ld  had argued  a g a in s t  a change in  the  su g a r  
t a r i f f  r a t e s  o r  law s, and in  harmony w ith  a r e q u e s t  from th e  
t r e a s u r y  D epartm ent, had p lead ed  f o r  th e  ad o p tio n  o f  more a c c u r-  
a te  means o f  d e te rm in in g  th e  d i f f e r e n t  g rad es o f su g a r than  th e  
c u r r e n t  law  th en  p rovided*
In  c o n c lu s io n , Mr* S peaker, X do n o t want Congress to  
t in k e r  w ith  th e  t a r i f f  a t  th is  tim e* f h a t  was a ttem p ted  l a s t  
y e a r ,  and  in  th e  rem arks X made on th a t  o ccas io n  X denounced 
th e  su g a r  c la u se  o f  th e  b i l l  th e n  in tro d u c e d , b e c a u se , w h ile  
th e re  was a r e d u c t io n  o f  th e  r a t e  on most N o rth ern  i n t e r e s t ,  
th e  r a t e  on su g a r was in c re a se d  c o n s id e ra b le ,  even  up to  
se v e n ty  p e r  cen t*  X sa y , th e r e f o r e ,  l e t  us n o t u n d e rta k e  to  
change th e  t a r i f f  r a t e s  in  t h i s  c lo s in g  week o f  th e  se ss io n *
But when th e  A d m in is tra tio n  t e l l s  u s th a t  fo u r  o r f iv e  m il l io n s  
o f  revenue  a re  b e in g  l o s t ,  Is t  us p ro v id e  th e  means th ey  want 
to  p r o te c t  th e  governm ent a g a in s t  u n d e rv a lu a tio n  and loss*®®
The co n c lu s io n  o f  "R ev o lu tio n  in  C ongress” was f i f t y - o n e
l in e s  lo n g , and was an a m p li f ic a t io n  o f  th e  c e n t r a l  th o u g h t o f  
61th e  speech* T his I s  one o f  the  lo n g e s t  co n c lu s io n s  o f  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  ty p e  / r e s t a t e m e n t / •
59Works« IX, 55® (Speech d e l iv e re d  In  th e  House o f  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  May 21, 1878)*
60Works. IX, 65k (Speech d e liv e re d  in  th e  House o f  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  F ebruary  2 6 , 1879) .
Works* IX, 6 7 7 - 6 7 8  (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House o f
R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s ,  March 29 , 1879J«
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"The R evived D o c tr in e  o f  S ta te  S o v ere ig n ty "  speech  con­
ta in e d  a s h o r t e r  r e s ta te m e n t as i t s  c o n c lu s io n , and G a r f ie ld  
added as a f i n a l  s ta te m e n t t h i s  p r e d ic t io n  th a t  th e  b i l l  
a g a in s t  w h ieh  he had j u s t  spoken would f a i l *
Sow, Mr* Chairm an, t h i s  b i l l  i s  about to  be launched  
upon i t s  storm y passage*  I t  goes n o t in to  unknown w a te r s ; 
f o r  i t s  fe llo w s  have been w recked in  th e  same s e a .  I t s  
s h o r t ,  d i s a s t r o u s ,  and, I  may add , ignob le  voyage, i s  l i k e l y  
to  be s t r a i g h t  to  th e  b o tto m #02
These exam ples I n d ic a te  t h a t  th e  re s ta te m e n t tech n iq u e  
was p r e v a le n t  in  th e  co n c lu s io n s  o f  th e  G a r f ie ld  sp e ech e s , 
and in  g e n e ra l  se rv ed  to  f u r th e r  c l a r i f y ,  a m p lify , and em­
p h a s is e  th e  speech  purpose*
A ppeal* G a r f ie ld  f re q u e n tly  c lo se d  h is  speeches w ith  an 
em o tio n a l appeal*  The c o n c lu s io n  o f  h is  speech on "Amnesty* 
i s  an example*
• * • to  th o s e  m ost nob le  men, Democrats and R ep u b lic an s , who 
to g e th e r  fo u g h t f o r  th e  Union, I  commend a l l  th e  le s so n s  o f  
c h a r i ty  t h a t  th e  w is e s t  and most b e n e f ic le n t  men have ta u g h t.
I  j o in  you a l l  in  ev e ry  a s p i r a t io n  t h a t  you may e x p re ss  to  
s ta y  in  t h i s  U nion, to  h e a l  i t s  wounds, to  in c re a s e  i t s  g lo r y ,  
and to  f o r g e t  th e  e v i l s  and b i t t e r n e s s e s  o f  th e  p a s t ;  b u t  do 
n o t ,  f o r  th e  sake o f  th e  th r e e  hundred thousand  h e ro ic  men 
who, maimed and b r u i s e d ,  d r a g  o u t t h e i r  weary l i v e s ,  many o f  
them c a r ry in g  in  t h e i r  h e a r t s  h o r r ib le  memories o f  what th e y  
s u f fe re d  in  th e  p r is o n -p e n , — do n o t a sk  us to  r e s to r e  th e  
r i g h t  to  h o ld  power to  t h a t  man who was th e  cause o f  t h e i r  ^  
s u f f e r in g ,  — th a t  man s t i l l  u n sh r iv e n , u n fo rg iv e n , u n d e fe n d e d .0 ^
The man r e f e r r e d  to  as " s t i l l  u n sh r iv e n , u n fo rg iv e n , u n d e fen d ed ,w
was J e f f e r s o n  Davis* T h is  ty p e  o f  em otional ap p ea l becau se  o f
62Works, I I ,  720 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House o f  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  June 27f lo79)*
^3works. I I , 214.5 (Speech delivered In the House of
R epresentatives, January 12, 1 8 7 6 ) .
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th e  memories i t  a ro u sed  o f  th e  G iv i!  War was d o u b tle s s  e f f e c t iv e  
w ith  the av e rag e  N orth ern  au d ien ce  to  w hich G a r f ie ld  spoke*
"O bedience to  haw th e  F i r s t  Duty o f  C ongress" co n ta in e d  in  
th e  c o n c lu s io n  a d i r e c t  ap p ea l to  co lle a g u e s  to  v o te  a g a in s t  
th e  pend ing  b i l l *
* .  * I  th e r e fo r e  ap p eal to  gentlem en on th e  o th e r  a id e  to  
p re v e n t a d i s a s t e r  which t h e i r  p a r ty  le a d e rs  a r e  p re p a r in g , 
n o t f o r  th em se lv es  a lo n e , b u t  fo r  our common country*  I  hope 
b e fo re  t h i s  day ia  o v er we may see  su ch  a v o te  in  t h i s  chamber 
upon t h i s  b i l l  a s  w i l l  p u t an end to  t h i s  m ise ra b le  b u s in e s s , 
and c a s t  o u t o f  th e s e  h a l l s  th e  d regs o f  t h a t  u n fo r tu n a te  and 
c ra z y  e x t r a  se s s io n * 6^
G a r f ie ld  on o c c a s io n  concluded  h i s  sp eech  w ith  an ap p e a l 
to  p a t r io t is m *  F o r exam ple, h i s  sp e e c h , "D iscovery  and Owner­
s h ip  o f  th e  N o rthw este rn  T e r r i to r y ,  and S e ttle m e n t o f th e  
W estern R e se rv e ,"  c lo s e d  w ith  an ap p ea l to  m a in ta in  fo re v e r  
" th e  a n c ie n t  f a i t h  o f  o u r f a th e r s  in  th e  s a n c t i t y  o f  th e  Home, 
th e  in t e l l i g e n c e  o f  th e  School and th e  f a i th f u ln e s s  o f  th e  
C hurch, ■ and d e c la re d  "The g lo ry  o f ou r co u n try  can  n ev e r be 
dimmed w h ile  th e s e  th r e e  l i g h t s  a re  k ep t sh in in g  w ith  an un- 
dimmed l u s t r e * " ^  "C ongress and P r e s id e n t ia l  E le c t io n s ,"  a 
c o n g re s s io n a l sp e e c h , was a l s o  c lo se d  w ith  a p a t r i o t i c  appeal*
How, gen tlem en , in  th e  name o f  o u r co u n try , as you re v e re  the  
g lo r ie s  o f  i t s  g r e a t  p a s t ,  and w ould p re se rv e  a l l  t h a t  I s  
w o r th ie s t  i n  th e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  i t s  g r e a t  f u tu r e ,  I  beg you 
to  pause b e fo re  you commit t h i s  f a t a l  a s s a u l t  upon w hatever
Works, I I ,  730 (Speech d e l iv e re d  In the  House o f  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  March 17, 1330).
^ G a r f ie ld  P apers (An ad d ress  d e l iv e re d  a t  B urton , 
b e fo re  th e  f i l s t o r l e a l  S o c ie ty  o f  Geauga County, Ohio, Septem ber 
16 , 1873)-
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th e re  may be ©f s o v e re ig n ty  in  th e  t h i r t y - e i g h t  S ta te s  o f  th e
TJnion*o6
An ap p e a l f o r  a l l  o u t su p p o rt o f  th e  R epublican  P a r ty  
f r e q u e n t ly  concluded  G a r f ie ld 1® p o l i t i c a l  speeches*  wThe 
D em ocratic P a r ty  and P u b lic  O pinion11 i s  an exam ple•
G entlem en, we a re  c lo s in g  th i s  memorable campaign* We 
have g o t o u r enem ies on th e  ru n  everyw here; and a l l  you need
to  do in  t h i s  n o b le  o ld  c i t y ,  t h i s  c a p i t a l  o f  th e  W estern
R eserv e , i s  to  fo llo w  them up and f i n i s h  th e  campaign by 
snowing th e  R e b e ll io n  u n d er once m ore. We s ta n d  on an i s t h ­
mus* T h is  y e a r  and n e x t i s  th e  narrow  isthm us betw een us 
and p e rp e tu a l  v ic to ry *  I f  you can w in now, and win in  i8 6 0 ,
th e n  th e  v e ry  s t a r s  in  t h e i r  co u rses  w i l l  f i g h t  f o r  us* The
census w i l l  do th e  w ork, and w i l l  g iv e  us t h i r t y  more f r e e  
men o f  th e  H orth  in  o u r Congress t h a t  w i l l  make up f o r  th e  
r e b e l l i o n  o f  th e  South* S tand  in  your p la c e s ,  men o f  Ohio* 
F ig h t t h i s  b a t t l e ,  w in t h i s  v ic to r y ,  and th e n  one more p u ts  
you in  s a f e ty  fo re v e r* ^ ?
H is campaign speech  a t  A thens, Ohio, concluded  w ith  t h i s  
u rg e n t ap p ea l f o r  R epub lican  s o l i d a r i t y  and u n ite d  e f f o r t s
In  s p i t e  o f  f a i l u r e s  and m is tak es  th e  R epub lican  p a r ty  
d e se rv e s  th e  co n fid en ce  o f  th e  c o u n try , and i t  c o n f id e n tly  
ap p ea ls  t o  th e  good p eop le  o f  Ohio fo r  t h e i r  co n tin u ed  
su p p o rt*  I t  i s  read y  to  e n t e r  upon th e  d is c u s s io n  o f  th e  
i s s u e s .  I t  c a l l s  upon a l l  i t s  f r ie n d s  to  la y  a s id e  p e rso n a l 
d i f f e r e n c e s ,  to  fo rg e t  a l l  j e a lo u s i e s ,  and remembering th a t  
t h i s  i s  a S ta te  cam paign, to  g iv e  our b e s t  e f f o r t s  to  th e  
e l e c t io n  o f  ou r ticket*®®
These exam ples in d ic a te  th a t  G a r f ie ld  f re q u e n tly  used  th e  
tech n iq u e  o f  c lo s in g  h is  speeches w ith  appeal*  Sometimes th e
^W orks * I I ,  lj.03 (Speech d e l iv e re d  in  th e  House o f  
R e p re s e n ta t iv e s ,  January  16, 1877)*
^ j jo r k a ,  I I ,  772 (Speech d e liv e re d  in  C lev e lan d , Ohio, 
O ctober 11 , 1879)*
68G arfield Papers (Speech delivered in  Athens, Ohio,
in  1877).
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ap p ea l was s in g le  and d i r e c t ;  a t  o th e r  tim es i t  was charged 
w ith  th e  em otion  o f  th e  •b loody  s h i r t 1* o r a to r y  o r  d i r e c te d  to  
th e  p a t r io t i s m  o f  h is  l i s t e n e r s *  At tim es G a r f ie ld  c lo se d  
a p o l i t i c a l  speech  w ith  an u rg e n t appeal f o r  p a r ty  lo y a l ty  
and v ic to ry *
I t  i s  w orthy  o f  not© t h a t  G a r f ie ld  on o cc a s io n  mad© an
ap p ea l in  h ia  co n c lu s io n s  th ro u g h  an a lo g y , c h a lle n g e , and
d e c la r a t io n  o f  p e rs o n a l in te n tio n *  However, th e s e  te ch n iq u e s
occu r so  seldom  in  th e  speeches b a s ic  to  t h i s  s tu d y  th a t  an
69e x te n s iv e  a n a ly s is  o f  them i s  unw arran ted  here*
In  summary, i t  has been  r e v e a le d  th a t  G a r f ie ld  u sed  to  
an advan tage  th r e e  o f  th e  fo u r  elem ents o f  th e  e p ilo g u e  g iv en  
by A r i s to t le *  "R esta tem en t"  and "Appeal" were found e x te n -  
s iv e ly  in  G a r f i e ld ’ s c o n c lu s io n s , and o c c a s io n a lly  th e re  ap­
p ea re d  th e  "P e rso n a l Elem ent in  C onclusion*11 The te ch n iq u e  
o f  summaries in  th e  speech  c o n c lu s io n  d id  n o t ap p ea r in  th e  
speeches c o n s id e re d  in  t h i s  p e rio d *
SUMMARY
G a r f i e ld ’s Jo u rn a l makes I t  e v id e n t th a t  he co n s id e red  th e  
m a tte r  o f  a r ra n g in g  m a te r ia l  an im p o rta n t f a c to r  in  s u c c e s s fu l
6q^ G a r f ie ld 's  speech  d e liv e re d  In  th e  House o f  R epre­
s e n ta t iv e s  a g a in s t  th e  appointm ent o f  th e  " E le c to ra l  Commission" 
concluded  w ith  an an a lo g y , in  which G a rf ie ld  p o r tra y e d  th e  
danger o f  a p p o in tin g  th e  Commission* (See Works, I I ,  14-33)* Two 
o f  th e  e ig h te e n  speeches b a s ic  to  t h i s  s tu d y  c lo sed  w ith  an Im­
p l ie d  c h a lle n g e , th ey  were th e  sp eech es , "The P re s s ,"  and "Honest 
Money" ( S®0 Worksm I I ,  585, 608)* "The F lo r id a  R etu rns"  and 
"P roposed Repeal o f  th e  Resum ption law" b o th  c o n ta in  a d e c la r a ­
t io n  o f  G a r f i e ld ’ s In te n tio n *  (See Works. I I ,  509)*
sp eech  making* T h is s tu d y  r e v e a ls  t h a t  h i s  speeches were a r ­
ran g ed  w ith  in t e l l i g e n c e  and care*
I n t r o d u c t io n s : G a r f ie ld  found th e  p re p a ra t io n  o f  a
sp eech  in t r o d u c t io n  a  d i f f i c u l t  ta s k , and many tim es t r i e d  
a h a l f  dozen b e g in n in g s  b e fo re  s a t i s f y in g  h im se lf*  R eference 
to  a p re v io u s  sp e a k e r  and analogy  w ere found quit©  f re q u e n tly  
in  th e  in t ro d u c t io n s  o f  th e  speeches o f  t h i s  p e r io d ; p e rs o n a l 
r e f e r e n c e ,  ap o lo g y , and anecdo te  appeared  l e s s  o ften *  On oc­
c a s io n  G a r f ie ld  launched  im m ediately  in to  the d is c u s s io n  in  
sp eech es g iv en  d u r in g  c o n g re s s io n a l debate*
Speech p r o p o s i t io n s : G a r f ie ld  sometimes proposed  th e
sp eech  p ro p o s i t io n  in  th e  form  o f  a q u e s t io n , q u e s tio n  and 
answ er, o r  a s in g le  s e n te n c e ; b u t more o f te n  i t  was p re se n te d  
in  a t h e s i s  paragraph*  Be g e n e ra l ly  s t a t e d  h is  speech  propo­
s i t i o n  n e a r  th e  b eg in n in g  o f  h ia  speech  im m ediately  fo llo w in g  
h is  in t r o d u c t io n  o r a f t e r  a b r i e f  n a r r a t io n  o f  c ircu m stan ces  
p e r t in e n t  to  th e  d eb a te  o r  occasion*  However, on speak ing  to  
a h o s t i l e  o r  p a r t i a l l y  h o s t i l e  au d ien ce , he d id  on o ccas io n  
d e la y  the g iv in g  o f  h i s  speech  p ro p o s i t io n .
D evelopm ents In  a l l  b u t  two o f th e  e ig h te e n  m ajor speeches 
o f  t h i s  p e r io d ,  G a r f ie ld  employed e i t h e r  th e  to p ic a l  o r  lo g ic a l  
b a s i s  o f  d iv is io n *  His m em orial ad d ress  on Almeda A* Booth 
and h is  a d d re ss  on "The P re ss"  were c h ro n o lo g ic a l In  t h e i r  
o v e r - a l l  developm ent, and In  some ca ses  a c h ro n o lo g ic a l o rd e r  
was u sed  in  d ev e lo p in g  sub-heads even though th e  main heads 
were o rg an ized  by some o th e r  b a s is  o f  d iv is io n *
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G a r f ie ld  em ployed lo g ic a l  o rd e r  in  th e  arrangem ent o f  
b o th  p o l i t i c a l  and l e g i s l a t i v e  speeches* He d id  n o t make 
fo rm al b r i e f s  f o r  th e s e  sp e ech e s , b u t on o cc as io n  r e f e r r e d  to  
an  o u t l i n e  as a #b r i© f tt* Some o f the speeches a rran g ed  by 
t h i s  p a r t i t i o n  a re  r a th e r  complex and o th e rs  sim ple*
The to p ic a l  arrangem ent i s  predom inant In  G a r f ie ld 1© 
stump speeches o f  th e  perio d *  He a lso  p r e f e r r e d  t h i s  ty p e  o f  
o rd e r  o v er the  c h ro n o lo g ic a l in  h is  e u lo g is t i c  speeches on 
th e  f l o o r  o f  th e  House* The m ajor p o in ts  in  h is  to p ic a l ly  
a rran g e d  sp eech es v a ry , som etim es ru n n in g  as h ig h  a s  n in e  
m ain h e a d s , and  th e re  i s  no c o n s is te n t  p a t t e r n  o f  o u t l in in g  
employed in  o rg a n is in g  them*
C o n c lu s io n s : The ev idence  in  t h i s  s tu d y  in d ic a te s  t h a t
G a r f ie ld  d id  n o t g iv e  th e  same care  and a t t e n t io n  to  th e  con* 
e lu s io n s  o f  h is  sp eech es th a t  he d id  to  the  in tro d u c tio n s *  He 
used  th e  p e rs o n a l elem ent in  h is  co n c lu sio n s  to  an advan tage 
in  s e v e r a l  a d d re s s e s , b u t more f re q u e n tly  he concluded w ith  a 
r e s ta te m e n t o f  h is  speech  p ro p o s it io n  o r  an  appeal*  I t  i s  
concluded  In  t h i s  s tu d y  th a t  he was e f f e c t iv e  in  a l l  th r e e  o f  
th e se  ty p e s  o f  c o n c lu s io n  b ec au se : ( l )  h is  p e rs o n a l r e fe re n c e s
seemed e n t i r e l y  s in c e re ?  (2 ) h is  re s ta te m e n ts  se rv e d  to  c l a r i f y ,  
a m p lify , and em phasize; (3 ) h la  ap p ea ls  were fo rc e f u l  and v iv id ;  
and (I4.) each  co n c lu s io n  was w e ll adap ted  to  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  ty p e  
o f  speech  and o cc a s io n  on w hich i t  was used* In  h is  l e g i s l a t i v e  
sp e e c h e s , he was p a r t i a l  to  th e  co n c lu s io n  c o n ta in in g  a r e s t a t e *  
m ent, and in  h is  p o l i t i c a l  and o c c a s io n a l ad d re sse s  he fav o red  
th e  c o n c lu s io n  w ith  an em otiona l appeal*  The tech n iq u e  o f  sum­
m a riz in g  does no t appear in  th e  co n c lu s io n s  of speeches con­




The f i r s t  p o r t io n  o f  t h i s  c h a p te r  i s  devoted  to  a  d i s ­
c u s s io n  o f  th e  obvious c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  G a r f ie ld 's  s t y l e ,  
w hich a t  l e a s t  re v e a l  h is  o r a l  p re fe ren ce s*  A com plete o r  
e x h a u s tiv e  e v a lu a t io n  o f  G a r f ie ld 1® o r a l  s t y l e  i s  im p o ssib le  
b ecau se  o f  h i s  p o lic y  o f  e d i t in g  th e  speech  t e x t s ,  a p r a c t ic e  
r e f e r r e d  to  many tim es in  h is  J o u rn a l . For examples 
June 10 , 1878 s
Worked on th e  r e v is io n  o f  my t a r i f f  speech  as much as 
X co u ld  u n t i l  n in e  o 'c lo c k *
June 11 , 1 6 7 8 :
Rose came soon a f t e r  b r e a k fa s t  and we co n tin u ed  work on 
th e  r e v i s io n  o f  th e  T a r i f f  sp eech . * * * In  th e  even ing  Rose 
and I  com pleted th e  r e v is io n  o f  th e  T a r i f f  speech*
June 12 , 18781
T a r i f f  speech  appeared  in  th e  Record th i s  m orning in  f a i r  
shape*
January  26 , 1877:
At tw elve o ’ c lo ck  went to  th e  House when / n i g f  I  re c e iv e d  
th e  n o te s  o f  my speech  from  th e  R eporter*  * * • In  th e  even­
in g  Rose and I  worked on th e  r e v is io n  o f  my speech  u n t i l  11 
o 'c lo c k *
F ebruary  11, 18'79*




February 18,  1879:
H©vised th e  n o te s  o f  my speech  on Mr# S c h le ic h e r .
F eb ruary  1 , 1879:
• » • f in is h e d  th e  r e v is io n  o f  my ad d ress  on Frof# Henry#
March 17,  1880s
At home in  th e  even ing  and re v is e d  th e  n o te s  o f  the  sp eech .
A p ri l  23 ,  1880s
Hone in  th e  ev en in g  and re v is e d  th e  n o te s  o f  my speech#
In  th e  o p in io n  o f  Theodore C lark  Sm ith , G a r f ie ld  became,
as he grew o ld e r ,  more and more f a s t i d io u s  o v er the r e v is io n
1
o f  h i s  speeches p u b lish e d  in  th e  C o n g ressio n a l Record# Gar­
f ie ld *  s Jo u rn a l in d ic a te s  th e  c o r re c tn e s s  o f t h i s  o p in io n , f o r  
h i s  comments show t h a t  he became more and more concerned w ith  
the  r e v is io n s #  F o r example in  1677, he s a id :
In  th e  ev en in g  Rose and I  commenced work on r e v is in g  ny 
n o te s ,  and co n tin u ed  I t  u n t i l  two o*clock  in  th e  morning* I  
f in d  m y se lf  v e ry  h a rd  to  s a t i s f y  in  m a tte r  o f l i t e r a r y  t a s t e  
and I  presum e such  m inute c r i t i c i s m  w h ile  i t  makes a speech  
more c o r r e c t  lo s e s  som ething o f  th e  f re s h n e s s  and v ig o r  o f
th e  s ty le # ^
In  s p i t e  o f  th e  tim e sp e n t on t h i s  sp eech , G a rf ie ld  was n o t y e t
s a t i s f i e d  w ith  i t ,  f o r  two days l a t e r  he rem arked:
My sp eech  appeared  in  th e  Record t h i s  m orning, b u t i t  was
n o t s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  p r in te d  and needed much re v is io n #  Spent
th e  m orning in  r e v is in g  my speech  and a t  11 o 'c lo c k  went to
# .  * a rran g e  fo r  i t s  p r in t in g  in  pam phlet form .3
^Theodore C la rk  S m ith , The L ife  and L e t te r s  o f  James 
Abram G a r f ie ld  (Sew Haven: Yale U n iv e rs ity  P re s s , 1925T, ’I ,
^ G a r f ie ld  Jo u rn a l (Jan u ary  27 , 1877)• D eposited  w ith  
th e  G a r f i e l d  Papers In  th e  M anuscrip t D iv is io n  o f th e  L ib ra ry  
o f  C o n g r e s s .  R e fe rred  to  h e r e a f t e r  as J o u rn a l#
^Journal (January, 1 8 7 7 ) .
G a r f ie ld  p ro b a b ly  was c o r r e c t  when he s a id  th a t  h is  r e v i ­
s io n  to o k  some o f  th e  f re s h n e s s  and v ig o r  from  h is  s ty le *
“O ften  h i s  b e s t  f r l e n d s , ” commented G eneral K e if e r , 0 ap p ea led  
to  him  n o t  to  c o r r e c t  th e  n o te s  o f h i s  speeches l e s t  in  h is  
d e s i r e  to  eon fona h i s  language to  th e  h ig h e s t  s ta n d a rd s  o f  
r e f in e d  r h e t o r i c  and p u re s t  d i c t io n ,  he would le av e  them 
sh o rn  o f  seme p o r t io n  o f  t h e i r  power*
I n  ex am in a tio n  o f  th e  sp eech es o f  th e  p e r io d  r e v e a ls  
t h a t  G a r f ie ld  f r e q u e n t ly  u sed  su ch  s t y l i s t i c  d ev ices  a s :
( l )  in t e r r o g a t io n ,  (2) f ig u r e s  o f  sp eech , and (3 ) B ib l i c a l  
a l lu s io n *
I n t  e r  rog  a t  io n  * Q u estio n s o f  two k in d s appear w ith  reg u ­
l a r i t y  and freq u en cy  in  th e  G a r f ie ld  sp e ech e s : (1 ) A d i r e c t
q u e s t io n , w i th  an  answ er, and (2 ) th e  r h e t o r i c a l  q u es tio n *  
G a r f ie ld  o f te n  in tro d u c e d  a p o in t  by p h ra s in g  i t  In  q u e s tio n  
form  and th e n  answ ering  th e  in te r r o g a t io n ,  T his te ch n iq u e  
was in te n d e d  to  in c re a s e  th e  c l a r i t y  and fo rc e  o f  h is  con­
t e n t io n .  In  h i s  sp eech , 0Proposed R epeal o f  th e  Resum ption 
Law, 0 G a r f ie ld  in tro d u c e d  p o in ts  in  th e  fo llo w in g  m anner:
What happened to  cause a d e p a r tu re  from  th i s  g e n e ra l le v e l  o f  
p u b lic  o p in io n ?  Every man knows th e  h is to ry *  War, th e  Im peri­
ous n e c e s s i t i e s  o f  w ar, « * * *
• * * —o n ly  tw elve y e a rs  have p a s se d , and what do we f in d ?
We f in d  a group o f t h e o r i e s t s  and d o c t r in a i r e s .  . . .
Bow w hat a re  th e  o b s ta c le s  to  resu m p tio n  in  accordance w ith  
th e  l a w  we have passed? The f i r s t  g r e a t  o b s ta c le  s t a t e d  by* .
k Quoted in Smith, I I , 70?,
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How Is  i t  In  England? S t a t i s t  lea  which no man w i l l  g a in say  
show* * * *
S hat was the r e s u l t ?  In  th o se  s ix  days #157*000*000 was 
rece iv ed *  * * .
Who i s  S i r  A rch ib a ld  A liso n ?  Ho man who f i l l s  an  im p o rtan t 
p la c e  in  E n g lish  l i t e r a r y  h i s to r y  has le s s  c r e d i t  on ques­
t io n s  o f  f in a n c e  th a n  he* Let me g iv e  a specim en o f  S i r  
A rc h ib a ld 1 s f i n a n c i a l  wisdom* * • *
Does t h a t  p rove t h a t  d i s t r e s s  was produced by th e  resum ption  
a c t?  The f a c t  i s ,  t h a t  th e  g r e a t  s p e c u la tio n  in  th e  ap p a ren t 
p r o s p e r i ty  o f  1825 was th e  b eg in n in g  and th e  cause* • * *
The sa v in g s  banks* • • • len d  I t  to  whom? Hot to  th e  la b o r ­
in g  poor* * • •
And how many men do you th in k  have done th a t  in  the  U n ited  
S ta te s ?  I  do n o t know th e  number f o r  th e  whole country*  b u t 
I  do know th is *  . • *
What i s  done w ith  th e  a s s e ts  o f  th e se  companies* am ounting to  
#1*45 *000,000? They a re  lo an ed  out*  Here again*  • * *
Suppose you undo th e  work o f  resum ing s p e c ie  payments th a t  
Congress has a tte m p te d , w hat w i l l  r e s u l t ?  You w i l l  d ep re ­
d a t e *  « • «
I t  i s  t ru e  th e r e  was a k in d  o f  p r o s p e r i ty  in  th e  days o f  
h ig h  p r ic e s ;  b u t  do n o t gentlem en know t h a t  war p r ic e s  can­
n o t be k e p t up fo re v e r?  N othing b u t the  e x tra o rd in a ry  
c a la m it ie s  o f  war can* * * •
How* is  th a t  a g r e a t  c o n tra c t io n ?  Why* gentlem en, when « • * •
I  n o t ic e  t h a t  gen tlem en  do n o t move to  s t r i k e  ou t th e  f i r s t  
s e e t lo n  o f  th e  resum ption  ac t*  Why? Two y e a rs  ago* • • •
Do you th in k *  as a m a tte r  o f  con v en ien ce , he w i l l  go to  the  
A s s is ta n t  T re a su re r  In  New York and g e t  f o r  those  greenbacks 
f o r ty  pounds1 w eigh t o f  go ld  c o in  to  c a r ry  in  h is  pockets*  or* 
i f  th e  s i l v e r  d o l l a r  sh o u ld  be r e s to r e d  s ix  hundred and f o r ty  
pounds o f  s i l v e r ?  No, gen tlem en ; th e  moment* » • *5
^Burke A* H insdale*  e d . ,  The Works o f James Abram 
G a r f ie ld  (B ostons James R* Osgood and Company’, 1683/ , aI ,  
4.92-5097 R e fe rred  to  h e r e a f t e r  as Works*
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A pprox im ate ly  the  same number o f  examples may be c i t e d  
from  th e  sp eech es "The D em ocratic P a r ty  and th e  Government,
*7
and "H onest Money*” In s ta n c e s  a re  found* b u t  l e s s  freq u en t*  
in  a l l  th e  m ajo r ad d re sse s  o f  th e  perio d *  These examples in-* 
d ic a te  t h a t  su c h  q u e s tio n s  were sim ple* s t r a ig h tfo rw a rd ,  and 
c le a r*  G a r f ie ld  knew t h a t  men were m is tak en  who th o u g h t ,fa 
c e r t a i n  g ran d ~ lo o k in g  o b s c u r i ty ” showed “v a s t  le a r n in g ,  o r  
g r e a t  o r i g i n a l i t y ,  o r  Immense p ro fund ity** 1̂  By th e  u se  o f  the  
d i r e c t  q u e s tio n *  he k e p t th e  “a u d i to rs  a ro u sed  and m e n ta lly  
a l e r t , "  th u s  in te r r o g a t io n  became "an im p o rtan t a i d  to  v iv id ­
n ess* "^
The r h e to r i c a l  q u e s t io n ,  w hich ap p ea rs  f r e q u e n t ly  in  th e  _ 
G a r f ie ld  sp e e c h e s , was in s e r te d  to  add im p ress iv en ess  and a n i­
m ation  to  h i s  s ty le *  L is te d  below  a re  a few r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  
exam ples s
Who s h a l l  e s t im a te  the e f f e c t  o f  th o se  l a t e n t  fo rc e s  In  th e  
s p i r i t  o f  a  new -born c h i ld ,  w hich may d a te  back  c e n tu r ie s ,  and 
f in d  t h e i r  o r ig in  in  th e  u n w ri t te n  h is to r y  o f  rem ote a n c e s to r s ,  
—f o r c e s ,  th e  germ s o f  w hich enveloped  In  th e  solem n m ystery  o f 
l i f e ,  have been  t r a n s m it te d  s i l e n t l y  from  g e n e ra t io n  to  genera­
t i o n ,  and n ev e r  p e r is h ?
W ith su ch  p a re n ta g e  and su ch  o p p o r tu n i t ie s ,  who can wonder t h a t ,  
by  th e  tim e he reach ed  th e  m erid ian  o f  h is  l i f e ,  he was a man
W o r k s .  I X ,  3 5 3 .
7Worka. I I ,  5 8 6 .
^Jofan B roadus, P re p a ra t io n  and D e liv e ry  o f Sermons 
(Hew Y ork: H arper and B ro th e rs  P u b lis h e rs ,  c* 1926), p* 36l#
^W illiam  Horwood B rig an ce , Speech Com position (New 
Y ork: F* S* C ro f ts  & Co*, 1S%7), p* 2ii$*
o f  immense e r u d i t i o n ,  and had  honored ev e ry  g re a t  o f f i c e  in  
th e  g i f t  o f  h is  co u n try ?
From t h i s  i t  ap p ears  t h a t  th e  g r e a t  s ta te sm en  who l iv e d  in  the  
e a r ly  days o f  th e  r e p u b l ic ,  and a c te d  u n d er the f r e s h  and imme­
d ia te  in s p i r a t io n s  o f  th e  C o n s t i tu t io n ,  d isc la im ed  any a u th o r i ty  
on th e  p a r t  o f  C ongress even to  l i s t e n  to  a p e t i t i o n  w hich had 
f o r  i t s  o b je c t  to  d is p u te  o r  draw in to  q u e s tio n  the  v o te s  o f  a 
S ta te  f o r  E le c to r s * What more w eighty  o r  c o n c lu s iv e  a u th o r i ty  
a g a in s t  th e  p o s i t io n  assumed by our J u d ic ia ry  Committee to -d a y  
can  be conceived?
W ill any one say  t h a t  i t  i s  u n re p u b lic a n  f o r  a S ta te  to  r e q u ir e  
i t s  L e g is la tu re  to  p r o te c t  i t s  v o te r s  a g a in s t  " b r ib e ry  and 
tu m u lt a t  e le c t io n s ?
But does th e  gentlem an n o t  know th a t  th e  t r a d i t i o n s  and h a b i ts  
o f  F rance  in  re g a rd  to  th e  u se  o f  money a re  as u n lik e  th o se  o f 
England and th e  U n ited  S ta te s  as th o s e  o f  any two n a t io n s  o f  
th e  w o rld  can  be?
Does a co u n try  t h a t  t r a n s a c t s  i t s  b u s in e s s  in  th a t  way need as 
much c u rre n c y  a f lo a t  among th e  p eo p le  as a co u n try  l ik e  F ran ce , 
—w ith o u t b a n k s , w ith o u t sav in g s  I n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and whose peop le  
keep t h e i r  money in  hoards?
B esid es  s e rv in g  as a so u rce  o f  p u b lic  rev en u e , w hat i n t e l l i g e n t  
man f a l l s  to  see  t h a t  th e  m e ta ls  a re  the b a s is  o f  a l l  th e  
m ach inery , t o o l s ,  and im plem ents o f  e v e ry  in d u s try ?
How, gen tlem en , i f ,  f o r  th e  purpose o f  making e t e r n a l  s la v e ry  
th e  l o t  o f  an A m erican, you cou ld  send your m a rsh a ls , summon 
your p o s se , and u se  th e  armed fo rc e  o f  th e  U nited  S ta te s ,  w ith  
what fa c e  o r  g race  can you t e l l  us t h a t  t h i s  governm ent cannot 
la w fu l ly  employ th e  same m arsh a ls , w ith  t h e i r  armed posse  o f  
c i t i z e n s ,  to  m a in ta in  th e  p u r i ty  o f ou r own e le c t io n s  and keep 
th e  peace a t  ou r own p o l l s ?^0
T hese"loaded  q u e s tio n s "  c a l le d  th e  l i s te n e r s *  a t t e n t io n
"more f o r c ib ly  to  some im p o rta n t p o in t ,"  because  th ey  made a
p e rso n a l ap p ea l t o  each  a u d i to r ,  e i t h e r  to  ag ree  to  what was
u rg e d , "o r  fram e a re a s o n a b le  o b je c tio n * "  The tech n iq u e  f u r th e r
in c re a s e d  th e  im p ress iv en ess  o f  G a rfie ld * s  s ty le  because i t  q u i te
1(W k a ,  IX, 291, 292 , 398, k $ k .  1+95, 1+97, 560, 672
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o f te n  c a r r ie d  “an a i r  o f  tr iu m p h an t d e f ia n c e *1 to  an opponent 
to  r e f u t e  th e  argum ent i f  he co u ld * ^
In  summary, b o th  th e  d i r e c t  and r h e to r i c a l  q u e s tio n  ap­
p e a rs  o f te n  in  th e  G a r f ie ld  speeches*  The d i r e c t  in te r r o g a ­
t i o n  became b o th  an a id  to  c l a r i t y  and v iv id n e ss*  The r h e t o r i ­
c a l  q u e s t io n  c a r r i e d  w ith  i t  a s k i l l f u l  im p l ic a t io n  t h a t  th e  
opponent was s u r e ly  u n ab le  to  answer s a t i s f a c t o r i l y ,  and th e r e ­
fo re  in c re a s e d  th e  im p ress iv en e ss  o f  th e  s ty le *
F ig u re s  o f  Speech* G a r f ie ld  q u i te  f r e q u e n tly  used  meta­
p h o r , s im i le ,  f ig u r a t iv e  an a lo g y , and epigram*
Metaphor* Of th e  f ig u r e s  o f  speech  ju s t  r e f e r r e d  to ,  
m etaphor was found m ost f r e q u e n tly  in  h is  speeches o f  th i s  
p e r io d  ( I 876- I 88G)* In  h is  sp eech  a g a in s t  th e  r e s o lu t io n  to  
b r in g  fo u r  L o u is ian a  e l e c to r s  to  W ashington fo r  q u e s tio n in g , 
he s a id :
A v i o l a t i o n  o f  th e  fundam ental law is  th e  open door by w hich 
anarchy  e n t e r s ;  and I  warn t h i s  House t h a t ,  i f  th e y  p ass  t h i s  
r e s o lu t io n ,  th e y  a re  about to  open a new said wide d o o r, and 
beckon th e  f ie n d  to  e n t e r * ^
He d e c la re d  in  th e  co n c lu s io n  o f  the  sp eech :
• * * s ix te e n  y e a rs  ag o , In  th e  name o f  S ta te  s o v e re ig n ty , I t  
was d e c la re d  t h a t  a c e r t a i n  p o rtio n  o f  our peop le  would n ev e r 
subm it to  an e l e c t i o n  th a t  d e c la re d  Abraham L in co ln  ^ r e s id e n t ;  
and now, in  th e  d e f ia n c e  o f  a l l  S ta te  r i g h t s ,  i t  i s  proposed 
th a t  th e s e  g r e a t  com m unities— th e se  t h i r t y - e i g h t  s i s t e r s  th a t  
you c a l l  s o v e re ig n , though I  do n o t—s h a l l  be cha ined  to  th e  
w heels o f  t h i s  C o n g ress io n a l c h a r i o t ,  and dragged in  f e t t e r s  
to  th e  n a t io n a l  C a p ito l as v a s s a ls  o f  th e  Im p e ria l w i l l  o f —
11R ichard  W hately, E lem ents o f  R h e to ric  (B oston: 
James Munroe and Company, l f l * > 7 ) ,  p . 3 7 7 .
1 2 Worka.  I I ,  3 9 9 .
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W hat?--a p a r ty  In  th e  House o f  le p r e s e n ta t iv e s  * • * *^3
In  th e  sp eech  opposing  th e  c r e a t io n  o f th e  E le c to r a l  Com­
m is s io n , G a r f ie ld  d e c la re d  t h a t  th e  f a th e r s  o f  C o n s ti tu t io n  had 
made su re  t h a t  th e  P re s id e n t  o f  th e  U nited  S ta te s  sh o u ld  Hh« 
b o rn , n o t  o f  a d y n as ty , b u t  o f  the  w i l l  o f  a f r e e  peop le  reg u ­
l a t e d  by  la w .* ^  And in  th e  same speech  he accused  C ongress, 
whom he c la im ed  was to  b e  m erely a w itn e ss  In  co u n tin g  the
e l e c t o r a l  v o te ,  o f  s t r i v i n g  to  become " th e  c h ie f  a c to r 11 In
1£ „ „
th e  scene* I f  t h i s  s e c t io n  becomes a la w ,” he w arned,
"ev e ry  c lo s e  S ta te  w i l l  h e r e a f t e r  grow a lu x u rio u s  crop o f
c o n te s t s ,  and un load  t h e i r  nox ious h a rv e s t  in  th e  n a t io n a l
„16
C a p i to l ."
In  th e  b r i e f  speech , "L in co ln  and E m an c ip a tio n ,"  G a r f ie ld
d e c la re d  t h a t  th e  em ancipato r re ad  th e  few books a v a i la b le  to
17him in  e a r ly  l i f e  "w ith  th e  d iv in e  hunger o f  gen ius*" G ar-
•J o
f i e l d  spoke o f  th e  t r u th  as " th e  s p e a r -p o in t  o f  L in c o ln , s 
l o g i c ,  and in  p r a i s in g  th e  p ic tu r e  o f  th e  s ig n in g  o f  the  
E m ancipation  P ro c la m a t io n ,  he s a id :
1 3  Work a .  I I ,  1*03. 
^ W o rk s . I I ,  1*11.
15
Works, I I ,  1|19« 
l 6Worka. I I ,  1*23.
17Worka. I I ,  537.
*®Worka, I I ,  538.
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W ithout t h i s  p a in t in g ,  th e  scene  cou ld  n o t even now b© re p ro ­
duced* Ih© room has been  rem o d e lled ; i t s  f u r n i tu r e  i s  gone; 
and D eath has b een  s i t t i n g  In  th a t  c o u n c il ,  c a l l in g  th e  r o l l  
©f i t s  members in  q u ick  s u c c e s s io n * ^
The l i s t  g iven  below  i s  ta k e n  from  the e ig h te e n  speeches 
b a s ic  to  t h i s  s tu d y :
I t  shou ld  b e  b o rne  in  mind th a t  revenue I s  th e  l i f e b lo o d  
o f  a governm en t, c i r c u l a t i n g  th rough  ©very p a r t  o f  I t s  o rg a n i­
z a t io n ,  and g iv in g  fo rc e  and v i t a l i t y  to  ©very fu n c tio n *
I t  (Wood T a r i f f  B i l l )  I s  n o t sim ply  a s ta lk in g -h o r s e  upon 
w hich gentlem en can  le a p  to  shew t h e i r  horsem anship in  d e b a te ; 
i t  i s  n o t an in n o cen t p a y - f lg u re  upon w hich gentlem en may 
sp re a d  th e  gaudy ware o f  t h e i r  r h e to r i c  w ith o u t harm* * . •
The two thousand  n a t io n a l  banks a re  a l l  h a rn essed  to  th e  
c a r  o f  re su m p tio n , and whsn we resum e th e y  must resume*
In  th e  complex and d e l i c a te ly  a d ju s te d  r e l a t i o n s  o f  
modem s o c ie ty ,  co n fid en ce  In  prom ises la w fu lly  made i s  th e  
l i f e - b lo o d  o f  t r a d e  and commerce* I t  i s  the  v i t a l  a i r  w hich 
la b o r  b re a th e s *  I t  i s  th e  l i g h t  w hich sh in e s  on th e  pathway 
o f  p ro s p e r i ty *
I t  (c la im  t h a t  th e re  was n o t enough cu rren cy ) was th e  
d ru n k a rd 's  c ry  fo r  more rum to  s te a d y  h is  n e rv e s , a lre a d y  
s h a t te r e d  by  d rink*  ,
Our th e o ry  o f  law i s  f r e e  consent*  T hat i s  th e  g r a n i te  
fo u n d a tio n  o f  our whole s u p e rs tru c tu re *
G entlem en, you have i t  in  you r power to  k i l l  t h i s  govern­
m ent; you have i t  in  your power by w ith h o ld in g  th e se  two b i l l s ,  
to  sm ite  th e  n e rv e -c e n tr e s  o f  our C o n s ti tu t io n  w ith  th e  p a ra ­
l y s i s  o f  death*  * * *
But you s h a l l  n o t co e rce  any independent b ran ch  o f  t h i s  
governm ent even  by th e  th r e a t  o f s t a r v a t io n .  • • •
I f  gen tlem en  f in d  any p le a s u re  In  s e t t i n g  up a man o f  
s tra w  and knocking  him down a g a in , they  have enjoyed them­
se lv e s*  • • •
19Works. I I ,  5U2.
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The goddess o f  j u s t i c e ,  so f a r  as p erso n s are  concerned , 
i s  b l in d ;  b u t so  f a r  as th e  o b je c ts  and essen ce  o f  ju s t i c e  a re  
co n cern ed , she se e s  th e  whole w o r l d * 2 ®
The a p tn e ss  o f  th e s e  f ig u r e s  added an im atio n  to  h is
s ty l e  and se rv ed  to  s tr e n g th e n  th e  speaker*s id e a s .  An ex -
am inat io n  o f  th e  f ig u re s  o f  speech  i n  t h e  a d d r e s s e s  o f  1676
to  i8 6 0  in d ic a te s  th a t  G a r f ie ld  u sed  m etaphors more fo r
c l a r i t y  and v iv id n e s s  than  f o r  e le g a n c e  o r  b e a u t y .  T h ere  i s
no a p p a re n t e f f o r t  In  th e  G a r f ie ld  speeches to  ach ieve  b eau ty
a t  th e  expense o f  fo rc e  o r  c l a r i t y .  However, h i s  m e ta p h o rs
21d i d  on  o c c a s i o n  add g r a c e  and  charm  to  h i s  i d e a s .
G a rf ie ld  was fond o f  m etaphors concern ing  th e  s e a .  He 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  lo v ed  th e  se a  a l l  o f  h is  l i f e  and a t  on© tim e had 
p lan n ed  to  be a s a i l o r .  In  a campaign speech  a t A thens, ®hio, 
A ugust 25 , 1877# in  d is c u s s in g  the cu rren cy  q u e s tio n , he de­
c la r e d :
But th e  n a t io n ,  once a f lo a t  upon th a t  u n c e r ta in  s e a , 
d r i f t e d  on and on u n t i l  expansion  o f  c r e d i t s ,  i n f l a t i o n  o f  
p r i c e s ,  v a s t  and c razy  s p e c u la t io n  — a l l  the  in e v i ta b le  
r e s u l t s  o f  a d e p re c ia te d  cu rren cy  b ro u g h t on th e  c r i s i s  o f  
I 873 and th e  r u in  t h a t  fo llo w ed  i t . 22
He in c lu d ed  su ch  f i g u r e s  i n  cam paign  s p e e c h e s ,  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  
sp e ech e s , and  l e t t e r s . ^  A gain  i n  a cam paign  s p e e c h  a t  F l i n t ,
20Work3 . I I ,  $55, 570, 602, 611, 617, 6 6 )4., 671‘,  673, 693 .
^ S e e  fop  example th e  m etaphors used  abou t L in co ln  and 
r e f e r r e d  to  in  a p rev io u s  p a ra g ra p h .
^ G a r f le ld  Papers (P u b lic  U tte ran ces  o f  1875-77)*
P a p e rs  a r e  d tep o a it©d i n  t h e  M a n u s c r ip t  D i v i s i o n  o f  th e  L i b r a r y  
o f  C o n g r e s s .
2 3 T his genuine fondness f o r  f ig u re s  o f speech  r e la t in g  
to  th e  sea  I s  found in  th e  huge c o l le c t io n  o f  l e t t e r s  in  th e  
G a r f ie ld  Pa p e r s . For exam ple, he wrofc® David A. $ © lls , A p ril 9 , 
1577* "The g r e a t  sea  o f  th e  l a t e  campaign has k e p t us a p a r t ;  b u t 
we must n o t l e t  i t s  tem pest b reak  our cab le  o r in te r r u p t  th e  o ld  
c i r c u i t  o f  f r ie n d s h ip *11
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M ichigan, d e l iv e re d  O ctober 21,  1878, h© s a id :  "How then  we
say  t h a t  in  th i s  f i g h t  f o r  h o n e s t money we w i l l  clim b to  th e  
m asth ead , and on th e  v ery  top w© w i l l  n a i l  our f l a g ;  and i f  
go down we m ust, th e  f l a g  s h a l l  ta k e  th e  wave l a s t * Ĥ
S im ila r  m etaphors are  found in  a lm o st a l l  o f  h is  m ajor 
sp eech es ( I 876- I 88O) and f u r th e r  i l l u s t r a t e  G a rfie ld * s  u se  o f  
language ,
We a r e  m a r in e rs , tr e a d in g  th e  lo n e ly  sho re  in  se a rc h  o f  
o u r s u rv iv in g  comrades and th e  fragm ents o f  our good s h ip , 
w recked by the  te m p e s t.
L e t us hope, Mr, S p eak er, t h a t  they  w i l l  n o t be com­
p e l le d  to  add , t h a t  though th i s  a c t  enab led  th e  men o f  1877 
to  e scap e  from  tem porary  t r o u b le s ,  y e t  i t  e n ta i le d  upon th e i r  
c h i ld r e n  e v i l s  f a r  more s e r io u s  and p e r i l s  f a r  more fo rm id ab le ; 
th a t  i t  t r a n s m it te d  to  them  s h a t te r e d  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and s e t  
th e  good s h ip  o f  the  Union a d r i f t  upon an unknown and h a rb o r-  
l e s s  s e a ,
The agony i s  a lm o st o v e r ; and i f  we now g iv e  up the 
s t r u g g le ,  we lo se  a l l  th a t  has been  g a in ed  and commit the  
co u n try  once more to  th e  b o is te ro u s  ocean , w ith  a l l  i t s  
p e r i l s  and u n c e r t a i n t i e s ,
, ,  • any m easure t h a t  ta k e s  back  th e  p rom ise , t h a t  g iv e s  up 
w hat we have g a in e d , t h a t  s e t s  us a f l o a t  on th e  w ild  waves 
from  w hich we have so n e a r ly  e scap ed , I  w i l l  oppose to  th e  
u tm o s t, c o n f id e n t ly  t r u s t in g  to  th e  f u tu r e  f o r  th e  v in d ic a ­
t io n  o f  my judgm ent.
C ongress sh o u ld  n o t have com pelled th e  new and a s p ir in g  
in d u s t r i e s  o f  peace to p u t to  se a  in  a c ra sy  c r a f t  which was 
a l l  s a i l  and no an ch o r.
Though t h a t  b i l l ,  w ith  i t s  r e v o lu tio n a ry  menace, passed  
b o th  h o u se s , i t  was w recked upon the  ro ck  o f th e  C o n s ti tu t io n , 
and w ent down, le a v in g  no t a sp a r  a f lo a t  on th e  face  o f  th e  
p o l i t i c a l  w a te rs .
T his v io le n t  m easure was a ls o  passed  by th e  s o l id  Demo­
c r a t i c  v o te  o f  b o th  h o u ses; b u t ,  l ik e  i t s  p re d e c e sso r , i t  ra n
^ G a r f i e l d  f a c e r s ,  (P u b lic  U tte ra n ces  o f 1878)
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upon th© ro c k  o f  th© C o n s t i tu t io n , and sank to  the  bo ttom , and 
o n ly  b u b b le s  mark th e  s p o t where i t  went down *2$
In  summary, G a r f ie ld  employed m etaphor more f re q u e n tly
th a n  any o th e r  f ig u re  o f  sp eech . G a r f ie ld  was e s p e c ia l ly  fond
o f  m etaphors r e l a t i n g  to  the  s e a .  His m etaphors seemed to  be
w e ll  chosen , a p p ro p r ia te ,  and c o n s i s te n t ,  and were p ro b ab ly
chosen w ith  th e  view In  mind o f  c l a r i t y  and v iv id n e s s  r a th e r
th a n  e leg an ce  o r  b e a u ty . He avo ided  incongruous o r d i s to r t e d
f ig u re s  and o v eru se  o f  f ig u r a t iv e  language#
S im ile#  " S im ile s ,"  acco rd in g  to  A r i s to t l e ,  " a re  u s e fu l
In  p ro se  as w e ll  as in  v e r s e ,  b u t  must be s p a r in g ly  u sed , f o r
th ey  a re  p o e t ic a l# "  G a r f ie ld  " s p a r in g ly  used" s im i le .  In
h is  r e p ly  to  Lamar he s a id :
I t  w i l l  n o t do, Hr. Chairman, to  speak  o f  th e  g ig a n t ic  
r e v o lu t io n  th ro u g h  w hich we have l a t e l y  p assed  as a th in g  to  
be a d ju s te d  and s e t t l e d  by a change o f  a d m in is t r a t io n .  I t  
was c y c l i c a l ,  ep o c h a l, c e n tu ry -w id e , and to  be s tu d ie d  In  
I t s  b road  and g rand  p e rsp e c tiv e #  • » • In  such a re v o lu ­
t io n  men a re  l i k e  in s e c t s ,  th a t  f r e t  and to s s  In  th© sto rm , 
b u t a re  sw ept onward by the  r e s i s t l e s s  movements o f  elem ents 
beyond t h e i r  c o n t r o l#2/
By com paring men to  in s e c ts  in  th e  storm  G a r f ie ld  added v iv id ­
n e s s  to  the  Id ea  t h a t  the  r e v o lu t io n  was b rough t about by many 
f a c to r s  o v er w hich men had a t  tim es l i t t l e  c o n tro l#
G a r f ie ld  by th e  use o f  s im ile  added s t r e n g th  and anima­
t io n  to  a s p e c i f i c  Idea in  h is  speech  "Proposed Repeal o f  the
2% o rk a , IX, 290-91, 432, $0$, $09, 61$, 697, 698 .
26A r i s to t l e ,  R h e to r ic , tran s*  Lane Cooper (.New York:
D. A pp le ton -C en tu ry  C o ., 193^), p . 192.
27Works, I I ,  36O.
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Resum ption Law*” Re was co n ten d in g  th a t  th e  h ig h  p r ic e s  o f
1862 to  1870 were caused  by th© in c re a se d  demands o f  th e  war*
He s a id :  "War s a t  l i k e  a grim  m o n ster, sw allow ing up th e
28accum ulated  w e a lth  o f  th e  co u n try * ” In  sp eak in g  o f  L in co ln , 
G a r f ie ld  em ployed t h i s  s im i le :  "T hat t r u th  ( th e  l i b e r t y  and
e q u a l i ty  o f  a l l  men) ru n s , l i k e  a th re a d  o f g o ld , th ro u g h  
th e  whole web o f h is  p o l i t i c a l  l i f e * ” The co u n try  i s  com­
p a re d  to  a swimmer in  G a rf ie ld * s  sp eech , "H onest Money*M He 
s a id :  " A fte r  a l l  we have s u f f e r e d ,  we a re  now l ik e  a bo3& and
s tu rd y  swimmer a lm ost ash o re  * • • th e  re p u b lic  is  j u s t  w ith in
29a s t r o k e  o f  the  la n d * ”
These examples show th a t  G a rf ie ld * s  s im ile s  l ik e  h is  
m etaphors were a p p ro p r ia te ,  and c o n s is te n t  w ith  good ta s te *  
S im ile s  ap p eared  much l e s s  o f te n  th an  m etaphors in  the  Gar­
f i e l d  speeches*
F ig u ra t iv e  Analogy* Argument from  analogy has a lre a d y  
been d is c u sse d  in  an e a r l i e r  c h a p te r , and I t  was p o in te d  ou t 
th a t  G a r f ie ld  employed a n a lo g ie s  f re q u e n tly *  This s e c t io n  
d is c u s s e s  h is  u se  o f  f ig u r a t iv e  analogy as a s t y l i s t i c  d e v ic e . 
G a r f ie ld  was s k i l l e d  In  making h is  a n a lo g ie s  promote b o th  
c l a r i t y  and im p ress iv en ess  o f h is  ideas*  The r e p ly  to  Lamar 
c o n ta in e d  an example*
Mr* Chairman, a f t e r  the  f a c t s  I  have c i t e d ,  am I  n o t 
w a rra n te d  in  r a i s i n g  a g rave doubt w hether th e  tra n s fo rm a tio n
28* o rk » . I I ,  5 0 5 . 
29Worka. I I ,  538,  604.
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has o cc u rred  a t  a l l  e x c ep t in  a few p a t r i o t i c  and p h ilo s o p h ic  
m inds? The l i g h t  gleam s f i r s t  on th e  m ountain peaks; b u t 
shadows and d a rk n ess  l i n g e r  in  th e  v a l le y .  I t  is  th e  v a l le y  
m asses o f  th o se  l a t e l y  in  r e b e l l io n  th a t  th e  l i g h t  o f  th i s  
b e a u t i f u l  p h ilo so p h y , w hich I  h o n o r, has n o t p e n e tra te d *  Is  
i t  n o t s a f e r  to  w ith h o ld  from  them th e  custody and supreme 
c o n t r o l  o f  th e  p re c io u s  t r e a s u re s  o f  the  r e p u b lic  u n t i l  the 
midday sun o f  l i b e r t y ,  j u s t i c e ,  and equa l laws s h a l l  sh in e  
upon them w ith  unclouded ray?3$
Again in  th e  sp eech  "R ev o lu tio n  In  C o n g ress ,11 G a r f ie ld
s k i l l f u l l y  compared th e  army to  a human being* He charged
th a t  th e  Dem ocrats in  Congress were t r y in g  to  s ta rv e  the
army by w ith h o ld in g  su p p lie s*  " I  g r a n t  t h a t , "  he s a id ,
" i f  s u p p l ie s  a re  r e fu s e d  to  th© army, i t  must p e r is h  o f  I»<*
a n i t io n ;  i t  becomes a s k e le to n ;  b u t i t s  anatomy was c re a te d
by g e n e ra l law , and i t  would rem ain a s k e le to n , your monument
31o f  s ta rv a t io n * "  T h is an a lo g y  added v ig o r  to  the speaker*s 
id e a , because i t  no t on ly  l e t  the  aud ience know how he th o u g h t 
abou t i t ,  b u t a l s o  how he f e l t  about i t « ^
"C ounting th e  E le c to r a l  Vote" was a speech  In  which Gar­
f i e l d  opposed th e  appoin tm ent o f  th e  E le c to r a l  Commission to 
s e t t l e  the  d isp u te d  H ayes-T ilden  © lection*  He compared the  
e l e c t io n  o f  a p r e s id e n t  to  a pyramid c o n s is t in g  o f  th re e  
g r e a t  b lo ck s*  The broad base he co n s id e red  th e  s e le c t io n  o f  
th e  e l e c to r s  by the  S t a t e s .  Th© second b lo ck  is  h is  sym bolic
Works. I I ,  37I4..
31Works. 1 1 , 6 7 5 .
3 See  G ile s  W ilkenson Gray, and Wildo W. Braden,
P u b lic  S peak in g s P r in c ip le s  and P ra c t ic e  (Hew York: H arper &
B ro th e rs  P u b l i s h e r s , ^ .  1951) ,  p•"TWi*
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pyram id was * th e  open ing  and co u n tin g  o f  th© v o te s  o f th e  
co lleg e * *  The analogy  h e lp ed  to  c l a r i f y  h is  p o in t  and h is  
r e f e r e n c e  to  i t  showed th© au d ien ce  how he f e l t  about th© 
c o n g re s s io n a l p ro p o sa l to  c r e a te  an E le c to r a l  Commission*
He s a id r  v
Congress h av in g  a s im p le  p a r t  to  p lay  in  r e fe re n c e  to  
the  l i t t l e  b lo c k  th a t  crowns th e  pyram id, p roposes to  reach  
down th ro u g h  a l l  th e  o th e rs  and su p e rv is e  th© whole from 
apex to  b a s e ;  o r  r a t h e r ,  i t  p roposes to  over tu r n  th e  whole 
pyram id and p la c e  i t  upon i t s  apex, so th a t  i t  s h a l l  r e s t ,  
n o t upon th e  b road  base o f  th e  peop le*s w i l l ,  b u t upon th© 
u n c e r ta in  and d e s p o tic  w i l l  o f  C ongress*33
Epigram* "The E pigram ," Briganc© p o in ts  o u t,  " i s  a 
po w erfu l a t f e e n tio n -c a tc h e r .  I t  m ints an o ld  idea  in to  a new 
fo rm . I t  i s  novel* I t  i s  I n te re s t in g *  And, s in c e  I t  must 
p e r fo rc e  be t e r s e ,  I t  i s  easy  to  remember* G a r f ie ld  was 
s k i l l e d  in  th e  use o f  ep ig ram s, y e t  he a p p a re n tly  r e a l iz e d  
t h a t  " l ik e  a l l  s tro n g  se a so n in g , th e  epigram  must be used
35in  a sm all quantum; ov eru se  s p o i l s  th e  f la v o r* "
The m ost o f te n  quoted  u t te r a n c e  o f  G a r f ie ld  i s  p ro b ab ly  
h is  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  a u n i v e r s i t y  — "a s tu d e n t on one end o f  a 
lo g  and Mark Hopkins on th e  o th e r ."  T his ep lg ram m atica l say* 
in g  "has become th e  s ta n d a rd , alm ost th e  commonplace, i l l u s t r a t i o n
33Works. I I ,  l4.x7-i4.XP. 
3^-BrIgsnce, p .  2^6 .
3g Ib ld . .  p .  21*7 .
36o f  th e  supreme im portance o f  the te a c h e r  in  e d u c a tio n **1
G a r f ie ld  p o sse ssed  xinusual ab 5.1 i t y  to  c lo th e  a though t in  
a t e r s e ,  p o in te d , and s t r i k i n g  manner* The fo llo w in g  e p i ­
gram m atic s ta te m e n ts  were made in  a speech  d e l iv e re d  to  c o lle g e  
s tu d e n ts  s
P o e ts  may be b o rn , b u t su ccess  is  made*
O ccasions canno t make s p u rs , young gentlem en* I f  you 
ex p e c t to  w ear sp u rs  you m ust win them#
Luck i s  an ig n is  fa tu u su  You may fo llo w  i t  to  r u in ,  
b u t  n o t to  su ccess*
A pound o f  p lu ck  I s  w orth  a to n  o f  luck*
Young gen tlem en , l e t  n o t p overty  s ta n d  as an o b s ta c le  in  
your way# P overty  is  u n co m fo rtab le , as I  can t e s t i f y ?  b u t n in e  
tim es o u t o f  te n  th e  b e s t  th in g  th a t  can happen to  a young man 
i s  to  be to s s e d  o v erb o ard , and com pelled to  s in k  o r  swim fo r  
h im se lf*  In  a l l  my a e q u a In tan e e , I  have n ever known one to  fee 
drowned who was w orth  the  sav ing#
I  f e e l  a p ro fo u n d e r rev eren ce  fo r  a boy than  f o r  a man*
X n ev e r  meet a ragged  boy o f  th e  s t r e e t  w ith o u t f e e l in g  th a t  
X may owe him a s a l u t e ,  f o r  X know n o t what p o s s i b i l i t i e s  may 
be b u tto n e d  up u nder h i s  shabby ©o&t*37
See Sm ith, I ,  1x95? o r H obert G ra n v ille  C a ld w ell, James 
A* G a r f ie ld , P a r ty  ChieffcaIn (Hew Yorks Dodd, Mead & Company, 
T931) ,  p* 185, fop h i s t o r i c a l  d is c u s s io n  o f t h i s  famous epigram*
^ G a r f ie ld  Pap e rs  ("E lem ents o f S u c c e ss ,"  an ad d ress  
d e l iv e re d  b e fo re  th e  C onso lida ted  B usiness C o lleg e , W ashington,
D» C 9 ; a copy is  among th e  P u b lic  U tte rances#}  A b o o k le t en­
t i t l e d  "Maxims o f  Janies Abram G arfie ld *  G en era l, P a t r i o t i c ,  
P o l i t i c a l , " p u b lish e d  in  1880, is  found among th e  G a r f ie ld  
P a p e rs* I t  c o n ta in s  dozens o f say in g s from th® G a r f ie ld^S peeches. 
many o f  them epigram m atic* Her® are  a few examples In  thS's book* 
l e t  1
"There is  a fe llo w sh ip  among the v i r tu e s  by which one g r e a t ,  
generous p a s s io n  s t im u la te s  an o th er# "  "BOTHING la  more u n c e r­
t a i n  th an  th e  r e s u l t  o f  any on© throw? few th in g s  mor® c e r ta in  
th an  th e  r e s u l t  o f  many throw s*" "IF  the power to  do h ard  work 
i s  n o t T a le n t, I t  la  th© b e s t  p o s s ib le  s u b s t i tu te # "  "OCCASION 
may be th e  b u g lo - c a l l  t h a t  summons an army to  b a t t l e ,  b u t the  
b l a s t  o f  a b u g le  can n ev e r make S o ld ie rs  o r  win V ic to r ie s# "  
"THINGS don*t tu rn  up in  t h i s  w orld  u n t i l  somebody tu rn s  thorn 
up#" MI1' I® one t *10 p rec io u s  m y s te r ie s  o f Sorrow t h a t  i t  
f in d s  so la ce  in  u n s e l f i s h  T hought#* "Every c h a ra c te r  i s  th e  
J o in t  p ro d u c t o f N ature and N urture*
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wTh© Wood t a r i f f  B i l l*  co n ta in e d  t h i s  rem ark: MWe p ro ­
v id e  f o r  th© common d efen ce  by a system  which prom otes th e  
g e n e ra l  w e lfa re * "^  Bundy s a id  o f  t h i s  s ta te m e n t: 11 * . *
/ i t /  i s  th e  most ep ig ram m atic  s ta te m e n t o f  th e  American sy s ­
tem  o f  P r o te c t io n ,  a s  xm derstood by G a r f ie ld , which has ev e r
39been  made in  C ongress*11
While G a r f ie ld  p o sse sse d  th© a b i l i t y  to  p h rase  t e r s e ,  
p o in te d  s ta te m e n ts ,  which c o n tr ib u te d  to  th© fo rc e  o f h is  
s t y l e ,  i t  sh o u ld  be p o in te d  o u t th a t  moat o f  h ia  epigram m atic 
s ta te m e n ts  a re  found  in  o c c a s io n a l a d d re s s e s , and few among 
h i s  c o n g re s s io n a l speeches*
B i b l i c a l  A llu s io n s*  wO ften  an i d e a ,u Gray and Braden 
p o in t  o u t ,  Hw hieh m ight re q u ire  s e v e ra l  words o r sen ten c es  to  
p r e s e n t ,  and even th e n  m ight be  f l a t  and u n in te r e s t in g ,  may 
be made more im p ress iv e  by th e  use o f  an a p p ro p r ia te  a l lu s io n  
to  som ething a lre a d y  known, tow ard w hich c e r t a in  a t t i t u d e s  
have been  b u i l t  u p . " ^  G a r f ie ld  prom oted th© im p ress iv en ess  
o f  h i s  s t y l e  by doing e x a c tly  what i s  su g g ested  in  the  above 
q u o ta tio n *  A lthough such  a l lu s io n s  were on o ccasio n  l i t e r a r y ,  
i t  was th e  B ib l ic a l  a l lu s io n  used most o ften *  In  f a c t ,  th© 
in s ta n c e s  o f  leg en d ary  and l i t e r a r y  a l lu s io n s  appear so seldom 
t h a t  th e y  were n o t th o u g h t ty p ic a l  enough to  c o n s id e r  in  th i s  
d is  cuss ion*
38» o rk a . I I ,  5 6 3 .
3^ J .  M. Bundy, The L ife  o f Ben. Jamoa A. B a r f ie ld  {New 
York: A* S. 1 Barnes & Co., IBoO), p . 112*
^ G ra y , and B raden, p . IjJjlj-*
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I t  I s  n o t s u r p r i s in g  th a t  B ib l ic a l  a l lu s io n s  appeared  in  
th e  sp eech es o f  th e  fo rm er m in is te r  who had been f a m i l ia r  w ith
k lth e  B ib le  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  o f  h i s  l i f e .  In  h is  memorial ad­
d re s s  on Alraeda A* Booth* G a r f ie ld  s a id :  "A fte r t h e i r  r e tu r n
from  O b e r lin  she p a id  more a t t e n t io n  to  th e  m in t, a n i s e ,  and
k2cumin ^ s i e j  o r  l i f © . " ^  T his was an a l lu s io n  to  th e  s ta tem en t 
o f  Je su s  i n  Matthew 23223. I t  was a p p ro p r ia te  and added im­
p re s s iv e n e s s  to  th e  p o in t  th a t  Miss Booth d ressed  w ith  u tm ost 
p la in n e s s  In  h e r  e a r ly  l i f e ,  showed l i t t l e  concern  fo r  mere 
e x te r n a l  show, and gave h e r  tim e to  " th e  more endu rin g  o rn a ­
m ents o f  mind and h e a r t
h i
In  a sp eech  "C ollege E d u ca tio n , he made th e  fo llo w ­
in g  B ib l ic a l  a l lu s io n s :
Bow i t  w i l l  n o t be d e n ie d , th a t  from th e  day th a t  the 
c h i l d 's  fo o t  f i r s t  p re s s e s  th© g reen  t u r f ,  t i l l  th e  day when, 
an o ld  man, he i s  ready  to  be l a i d  under i t — th e re  i s  no t an 
hour in  which he does n o t need to  know a thousand th in g s  in  
r e l a t i o n  to  h is  body, "what he s h a l l  e a t ,  w hat he s h a l l  d r in k , 
and w h erew ith a l he s h a l l  be c lo th ed .* *  . •
We s i l e n c e  i t s  sw eet c lam or, by cramming I t s  hungry mind 
w ith  w ords, w o rd s ,—em pty, m ean ing less words* I t  asks b re a d , 
and we g iv e  I t  a s to n e . I t  is  to  me a p e rp e tu a l  wonder th a t  
any c h i l d 's  love  o f knowledge su rv iv e s  th e  o u trag e s  o f  th e  
sc h o o lh o u se . . . .
I t  would be fo re ig n  f r o ^  my p re s e n t p u rp o se , to  c o n s id e r  
f u r th e r  th e  s u b je c t  o f  p rim ary  e d u c a tio n —b u t I t  i s  w orthy 
y o u r p ro fo u n d e s t th o u g h t, f o r  "ou t o f  iu a re  th e  Is su e s  o f  
l i f e . "  .  . .
These a l lu s io n s  were to  p assag es found In Matthew 6 :3 1 ;
Matthew 7*9; and P roverbs ii:23* The q u o ta tio n s  a re  ta k en  
from  a sp e ech , "C o llege  E d u c a tio n ,"  d e liv e re d  to  th e  l i t e r a r y  
s o c i e t i e s  a t  Hiram, Ohio, on June ll^, 1867* The speech Is  
found in  the  G a r f ie ld  P a p e rs .
^W orks,, I I ,  317.
I4.3
Works* I I ,  317 .
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"Her© la  c a r t a in ly  a new th in g  under the  s u n / * ^  G a r f ie ld  
d e c la re d  co n eern in g  th e  powers o f  the  proposed  E le c to r a l  Com­
m is s io n , in  h is  speech  ©n t h a t  su b je c t*  T h is , o f  c o u rse , was 
an a l lu s io n  to  th e  s ta te m e n t o f  Solomon in  E c c le s ia s te s  1 :9 , 
in  which th e  Old T estam ent sag e  d e c la re d  th e re  i s  n o th in g  new 
u n d er th e  su n . Again in  "P roposed Repeal o f  th© Resumption 
haw" G a r f ie ld  made u se  o f  a B ib l ic a l  a l lu s io n  to  s tre n g th e n  
h i s  id eas*
T here a re  many among th e s e  who b e l ie v e  th a t  some tim e in  
th e  f u tu r e  w© can resume s p e c ie  paym ents, b u t who b e l ie v e  i t  
im p o ss ib le  to -d a y  o r  in  1679, o r  i f  p o s s ib le ,  in ex p ed ien t*
They h o ld  t h a t  from  such  an a ttem p t e v i l s  w i l l  a r i s e  to  th e  
c o u n try  g r e a te r  th a n  th© b e n e f i t s ;  and th e re fo re  th ey  jo in  
in  se e k in g  the r e p e a l  o f  th e  a c t  o f  16?5* £ have no doubt
th ey  r e g r e t  to  throw t h e i r  in f lu e n c e  w ith  th o se  men who do 
n o t b e l ie v e  in  resum ing a t  a l l*  To th e se  X say , Before th© 
f i n a l  v o te  i s  ta k e n , l e t  us rea so n  to g e th e r« h5
The p h ra s e , " l e t  us re a so n  to g e th e r ,* i s  an a l lu s io n  to  the
s ta te m e n t in  I s a ia h  1 H 8  (Come, l e t  us reaso n  to g e th e r ,  a a i t h
the  Lord}* O ther exam ples m ight be c i te d ,  b u t th e se  a re
s u f f i c i e n t  to  i l l u s t r a t e  th a t  G a rf ie ld  d id  by th© s t y l i s t i c
d ev ice  o f  a l lu s io n  promote th e  im p ress iv en ess  o f  h is  s ty le *
What can  be s a id  o f  G a rf ie ld * s  o r a l  s t y l e t  I t  i s  n o t 
p o s s ib le  to  g iv e  a com plete e v a lu a tio n  o f  G arfield*®  o r a l  us© 
o f  language b ecau se  t e x ts  were ed ited *  In  h is  e a r ly  y ea rs  
G a rf ie ld * s  s t y l e  was c h a ra c te r iz e d  by o rn a te n e ss  and a s o r t  
o f  serm onizing o r  dec lam ato ry  e f f e c t*  Th© fo llo w in g  rem arks
made on Ju ly  2 ,  1850, se rv e  as an examples
The dawn o f  t h i s  day causes the  b e a tin g  o f  many h e a r t s .  
The team s a r e  c o n t in u a l ly  pouring  in  from a l l  p a r ts  o f  th e  
s t a t e .  The deep th u n d e r i s  heard  in  th© dim d is ta n c e  and 
th e  d a rk  c lo u d s , p reg n an t w ith  r a in  a re  f lo a t in g  I s a i l y  
a lo n g  th e  ce ru lean *  Th© loud  th u n d er aga in  b u r s ts  and th e  
b ig  d ro p s  o f  r a i n  a re  h u r le d  from th© sh iv e re d  b o lt*  Th© 
brows o f  th© s tu d e n ts  c o n t r a c t  as th ey  f e a r  f o r  the  f a t e  o f  
th e  e x h ib it io n *  But th e  showers went ro u n d . Our f r ie n d s  
a r r iv e d *  P eop le  c o l le c te d *  The s ta g e  was prepared#*!®
S e v e ra l w r i te r s  have commented on the  obvious change 
th a t  took  p la c e  in  the  s t y l e  o f  G a rf ie ld  o v er a p e r io d  o f  
y ea rs*  Mr* S p o ffo rd , th e  c o n g re s s io n a l l i b r a r i a n ,  s a ld t  
"H is e a r ly  s t y l e ,  b e fo re  he a c q u ire d  th a t  r e f in e d  t a s t e  
w hich comes from  f a m i l i a r i t y  w ith  th e  c l a s s i c  m odels, and 
e s p e c ia l ly  from  th e  G reek, was somewhat crude and declama* 
to ry * ”^  C aldw ell n o ted  th a t  G a r f ie ld  was soon to  abandon 
much o f  th e  o rn a te n e s s  o f  s ty l e  and " su p e rf lu o u s  r h e t o r i c 1* 
o f  h is  e a r ly  sp eak in g  and to  a t t a i n  g r e a te r  d ir e c tn e s s  and 
sim plicity*^"®
G a r f ie ld  d e l ib e r a te ly  worked f o r  a s ty l e  th a t  was t e r s e  
and condensed* In  a l e t t e r  to  h is  f r ie n d ,  Burk© H in sd a le , he 
spoke o f  e f f o r t s  in  t h i s  d i r e c t io n s
^ Q u o te d  in  Sm ith, I ,  1̂ .6 •
A T r ib u te  o f  R espect from the L i te r a r y  S o c ie ty  o f 
Was h lng  ton*"to  i t s  l a t e  P'r © e Id©n tJarn©  a Abram G a r f ie ld * f£ 2 r  
c eed ln g s  o f  ja m eeting  o f  th e  S o c ie ty  held  November 1 8 . 1 op 1,» 
( W a s h in g to n P u b l i s h e d  in  'Washingto n, D. C ., lo o 2 } , p* 20. 
(R e fe rre d  to  h e r e a f t e r  as A T rib u te  o f  R esp ec t)
C a ld w ell, p ,  11$j6*
1 mm g lad  t h a t  you a r e  on the  t r a c k  o f  condensed, tars©  
ex p re ss  ion# X have been se e k in g  fo r  th a t  more th an  f o r  e l e ­
gance* The power o f  making a c l e a r ,  compendious s ta tem en t 
o f  a ca se  i s  a most v a lu a b le  one* L in co ln  was sometimes a 
model In  th a t  d ir e c t io n *  See p a r t i c u l a r l y  h is  l e t t e r  to  
G reeley  on th© s la v e ry  p o licy #  But I  th in k  th e re  i s  a g r e a t  
q u e s t io n  ly in g  beh ind  s t y l e  and whioh control®  i t*  I t  la  the  
power to  th in k  d e f i n i t e l y  and g o t a s tro n g  v iv id  p ic tu r e  b e ­
fo re  th e  mind o f  what one th in k s ,  to an a ly ze  i t  so f a r  ae to  
remove a l l  ex tran eo u s  and u n n ecessa ry  m a te r ia ls  and then  
p la in ly  e x p re ss  th e  very  e ssen ce  o f  th e  thought*  This w i l l  
o f  i t s e l f  g iv e  th© b a s is  o f  a good s ty l e
B is speeches d u r in g  th e  p e r io d  under c o n s id e ra tio n  in  t h i s
s tu d y  in d ic a te  t h a t  G a r f ie ld  d id  ach iev e  th i s  s t y l i s t i c  goal#
Sm ith observed  th a t  ftG a rf le ld * s  o r a to r i c a l  s t y l e  a t ta in e d ,  in
th e  l a s t  dozen y e a rs  o f  h i s  C o ngressiona l s e rv ic e ,  a d ig n i ty
and r e s t r a i n t  and a s im p l ic i ty  o f  s t r u c tu r e  and d ic t io n  th a t
marked m a tu r i ty ,**5$ same a u th o r  claim s th a t  O a r f ie ld
<slach iev ed  in  h is  l a s t  y ea rs  "u n su rp assed  c o n c i s e n e s s J o h n  
Sherman s t r e s s e d  t h i s  same q u a l i ty  when he s a id :  f,H© o f te n
ex p re ssed  in  a s in g le  sharp  se n ten ce  o r  p h rase  th® whole a rg u ­
ment t h a t  s i le n c e d  h is  opponent#® ^
DELIVERY
E a rly  In  l i f e  G a r f ie ld  made a p r a c t ic e  o f  o c c a s io n a lly  
w r i t in g  a speech  ou t In  f u l l ,  and he co n tin u ed  th i s  p rocedure
L e t t e r  to  Burk© A# H insda le  d a ted  Ju ly  12, 1865#
G a rf ie ld -H in a d a le  Papers (D eposited  In M anuscrip t D iv is io n  o f  
th e  L ib ra ry  o f C ongress, W ashington, D# C#)
50
Sm ith , I I ,  705*
5x I b id #. p# 706*
^ Senate  M iscellaneous Documents Ho# lOl .̂, ij.9 Cong«,
1 s e a s # , p • 1
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th ro u g h o u t h is  l i f e *  He d e l iv e re d  th e s e  m an u scrip t speeches 
in  one o f  two ways* by re a d in g , o r  from  memory* A p p aren tly  
he o f te n  re ad  h is  o c c a s io n a l a d d re sse s  such as e u lo g ie s ,  o r  
commencement speeches*  He r e p o r ts  th e  fo llo w in g  concern ing  
h i s  eu lo g y  o f  Miss Booths
A ttended  Commencement E x e rc ise s  in  forenoon . . * and 
a t  two commenced re a d in g  ray add ress w hich occup ied  one hour 
and a h a lf*  Had good a t t e n t io n  and I  th in k  the  ad d ress  was 
w e ll  rece iv ed *  R e so lu tio n  o f  thanks and to  p r i n t  were 
ad o p ted *53
In  Jhne , 1876, G a r f ie ld  read  an hour and tw e n ty -f iv e  m inute 
ad d ress  e n t i t l e d  rtA C entury o f  P ro g ress ,'*  a t  W illiam s C ollege* 
In  a l e t t e r  to  B* A* H in sd a le  in  1877 he r e f e r r e d  to  the read*  
in g  o f  a n o th e r  speech* "Tomorrow,” he w ro te , " I  am going to  
Ravenna to  re a d  my new le c tu r e  in  th e  evenings s h a l l  be  
home th e  n e x t morning# " 5k
G a rf ie ld  a ls o  gave some speeches from  memory* A c o r r e s ­
pondent o? the Chicago Tribune re p o r ts *
I  have a t  v a r io u s  tim es had q u i te  f a i r  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
s tu d y  th© methods o f  Gen* James A* G a r f ie ld ,  th© p re s e n t 
le a d e r  o f  th e  House o f R e p re se n ta tiv e s  upon th® R epub lican  
s id© * * • *
His speech  a t  th e  A rlin g to n  c e le b r a t io n ,  which was quit® 
w id e ly  p u b lis h e d , was p u t in  w r i t i n g ,— th© l a s t  words b e in g  
w r i t t e n ,  as  he h im s e lf  ex p ressed  i t ,  wju s t  two m inutes b e fo re  
s t a r t i n g 0 f o r  th e  p la c e  where I t  was to  be d e liv e red *  He 
doubled  the  p ap er up and p u t i t  in  h is  p o ck e t, in te n d in g  to  
re a d  I t*  When he saw th e  aud ience  he had to  a d d r e s s ,—com­
posed as i t  was o f  th e  P re s id e n t and C ab in e t, and a v a s t
53 Jo u rn a l (June 22, 1876) .
<k
Mary L* H in sd a le , ed*, O a r f le ld - Blnsdal® L e t te r s  
( A n n  Arbors  U n iv e rs ity  o f  M ichigan ^ r e s s , “ I959)T~P'* 3W
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p o p u la r  assem blage* he rem arked to  h is  w ife  « * «s " I  
hav en * t th e  courage to  re a d  th i s  sp e ec h ;"  and ac co rd in g ly  
he spoke w ith o u t no tes*  and no on® knew th a t  he had a l i n e  
o f  m an u scrip t*  A sh o rth an d  r e p o r te r  took th e  speech* and, 
a f t e r  w r i t in g  I t  o u t ,  s e n t the  m anuscrip t around f o r  r e v i ­
sion*  Mrs* G a r f ie ld  took th e  m an u scrip t w hich th© r e p o r te r  
p re p a re d  and re a d  i t  a lo u d  w h ile  th e  G eneral h e ld  h is  own 
m a n u sc rip t in  h is  hand* To the s u rp r is e  o f b o th , i t  was 
found , when th e  re a d in g  was f in is h e d ,  th a t  th e  r e p o r te r  
had o n ly  two words d i f f e r e n t  from th a t  o f  th e  G eneral*s own 
m anuscript* , and th e se  were co n s id e red  im provem ents, and l e f t
a te n d in g * ^5
The same r e p o r te r ,  in  speak ing  o f  th e  ad d ress  in  Chicago 
on "The P r e s s , n s a y s , **he fo llo w ed  th e  m anuscrip t copy so 
c lo s e ly  t h a t ,  a lth o u g h  th e  speech  was taken  in  sh o rth a n d , 
h is  own m an u sc rip t was g iven  to  th® newspaper to  s e t  up and 
p r i n t *"£6
G a r f ie ld  had e a r ly  in  l i f e  m aste red  th e  a r t  o f  memoris­
in g ; as a boy o f  fo u r te e n  he so th o ro u g h ly  memorised much o f  
G o o d ric h 's  H is to ry  o f  th e  G nited  S ta te s  th a t  l a t e r  he cou ld  
"q u o te  f r e e ly  I t s  s t a t i s t i c s  o f  th© American and B r i t i s h  
lo s s e s  in  m ost o f  th© b a t t l e s  reco rd ed * B A ccording to  Bundy 
**a s o - c a l le d  p o e t ic a l  *H isto ry  o f  th e  U nited  S ta te s ,*  by a 
fe llo w  named E g g le s to n , was com mitted to  memory*n
The Hon* C. H* H i l l ,  a schoolm ate o f  G arfie ld*® , r e p o r t s :
Tennyson was th e n  and has ev e r  been s in c e  one o f h is  
f a v o r i te  a u th o rs ,  and I  remember, to o , when Hiawatha was
C lip p in g  from  the  Chicago T rib u n e , Ju ly  31, 187 6 , 
found in  G a r f ie ld  P apers *
6̂Ibld.
5?Bundy, pp* 1 3 -1^*
p u b l h o w  g r e a t l y  he adm ired i t ,  and how he would quo te  
a lm ost p&^ea' o f  i t  In  o u r w alks to g e th e r .5 8
G a rf ie ld * s  a b i l i t y  to  ®6b o p m u s t  have made an im pression
on t h i s  f e llo w  s tu d e n t  who r e c a l le d  i t  a f t e r  tw en ty -fo u r
y ea rs*
Dr* C h arles  W, Hoffman r e l a t e d  th a t  in  one o f  th© m eet­
in g s  o f  th e  l i t e r a r y  S o c ie ty  o f  W ashington, D. 0 . ,  D r. C. 0 . 
Cox had re a d  a s c h o la r ly  p ap e r on th e  L a tin  hymns o f  th e  
c h u rc h . In  commenting on the  p ap er G a rf ie ld  quoted  from 
memory and in  L a tin  £  Domino Deus. th e  p ra y e r  o f Mary, Queen 
o f  S o o ts . When Dr* Hoffman com plim ented G a rf ie ld  in  p r iv a te  
on h is  "c o n tin u e d  fondness f o r  the  c l a s s i c s  and h is  v iv id  
memory o f  them ," G a r f ie ld  answered th a t  "he had n o t seen  th© 
l i n e s  he had re p e a te d  f o r  tw enty  y e a r s *"59 T his a p tn e ss  in  
memory no doub t was a v a lu a b le  a s s e t  to  the o r a to r .
The re a d in g  o f  a sp eech  from m anuscrip t was by f a r  th e  
l e a s t  u se d  mode o f  d e l iv e ry  in  the G a r f ie ld  speeches*  G ar­
f i e l d  fav o red  th e  extem poraneous speech  in  every  p e r io d  o f 
h i s  sp eak in g  ca re e r*  I t  was th© custom ary type o f  speech
among th e  D is c ip le s  o f  C h r is t  m in is te r s ,  and G a r f ie ld  fo llow ed
60
th i s  g e n e ra l  p r a c t i c e  when he was a p reach er*  Th® m orning
A l e t t e r  d a te d  June 23, 1800, quoted in  Bundy, p* 3^*
59A T r ib u te  o f R e sp ec t, p . IjJ*
60 This ia  v ery  e v id e n t upon exam ining th© many sermon 
o u t l in e s  in  th e  G a rf ie ld  P a p e rs . I t  Is  on ly  o c c a s io n a lly  th a t  
a w r i t te n  s e m e n  i s  fo u n d . For th© g e n e ra l p r a c t ic e  o f  D is­
c i p l e  p re a c h e rs  see  I r a  Rorfch, R h e to r lo a l Method o f  A lexander 
Campbell (U npublished M. A. The s i s ,  t tn iv e rs1ty  o f  I l l i n o i s ,
2 5 6
l e c tu r e s  t h a t  G a r f ie ld  d e l iv e re d  a t  the  W estern R eserve Be* 
l e e t i e  I n s t i t u t e  when he was p r e s id e n t ,  were d e l iv e re d  a lso  
from n o ta s .61
In  th e  p e r io d  u nder c o n s id e ra t io n  th e  same p re fe re n c e  fo r  
extem pore sp eak in g  is  se e n . Almost a l l  o f  G a r f ie ld 1s speeches 
in  Congress were extem poraneous, an a c t io n  which was a n e c e s ­
s i t y  because  th e r e  was i n s u f f i c i e n t  tim e to  w r i t e  a speech*
For exam ple, G a r f ie ld  s t a te d  in  re g a rd  to  h is  re p ly  to  H i l ls
• • • I  r e p l ie d  to  H i l l  in  a speech  on which X l a i d  ou t on ly  
fo u r  o r  f iv e  hours work y e t  I f  I  am to  judge from th e  r e s ­
ponse which came to  me in  more th an  one hundred l e t t e r s  s in c e  
i t s  d e l iv e ry  and from th e  o p in io n s  o f  th© peop le  around me 
I  have mad© more r e p u ta t io n  and d ir e c te d  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  th© 
c o u n try  to  m y se lf more th an  In  a l l  the  f in a n c ia l  work I  have 
done* Mow o f  cou rse  i  re g a rd  my f in a n c ia l  work as b e t t e r  
i n t e l l e c t u a l  work th an  t h i s *62
T here a re  two o th e r  p ro b ab le  re a so n s  why G a r f ie ld  d id  n o t 
make I t  a p r a c t ic e  to w r i te  o u t h i s  c o n g re ss io n a l speeches*
In  th e  f i r s t  p la c e  i t  was n o t always p o s s ib le  to  p re d ic t  the 
tu rn  o f  th e  debate*  Again G a rf ie ld  had th© p r iv i le g e  o f r e ­
v is in g  h is  u t te r a n c e s  b e fo re  th ey  appeared  in  th e  C ongressiona l 
R ecord . T his p r iv i le g e  gave him an o p p o r tu n ity  to  v e r i f y  f a c t s ,  
and I f  n e c e ssa ry  make c o r re c t io n s *  Thus i t  was more p r a c t i c a l  
to  be p rep a red  on a g iv e n  to p ic ,  b u t n o t to  be t ie d  to a manu­
s c r i p t  o r  e x te n s iv e  o u t l in e  th a t  m ight n o t meet th© p a r t i c u l a r
F . M. G reen, Hiram C o llege and W estern I n s t i t u t e s  
F i f t y  ¥©ara o f  H is to ry  1650- 1 9 0 0 tc ie v e 1andi The 0 . S* 
B ubbell P r in t in g  Go*, lpOlT, p . 106* In th© G a r f ie ld  Papers 
th e re  a re  s e v e r a l  o u t l in e s  o f  G a r f ie ld ’ s cyiorning l e c tu r e s .  
Most o f  them a re  b r ie f *
Quo ted In Smith, I , 596,
as?
s i tu a t io n *
Mr* A insw orth  R* S p o ffo rd , th© C o n g ressio n a l l i b r a r i a n  
who was w e ll  a c q u a in ted  w ith  G a r f ie ld ,  s t r e s s e s  G a rfie ld * s  
e x te n s iv e  us© o f  th e  extem pore d e l iv e ry  on th e  f lo o r  o f  the  
House*
When he had examined the  f i e l d  as th o ro u g h ly  as he was 
a b le ,  he o rg an iz ed  h is  s u b je c t  in  h is  own mind, and, i f  the 
sp eech  was to  be in  C ongress, he seldom  w rote more th an  a few 
o f  i t s  le a d in g  o u t l i n e s ,  le a v in g  th© su b s ta n c e s , as w e ll  as 
th e  d i e t l o n ,  to  th e  o c c a s io n * ^
G a r f ie ld  h e ld  t h i s  same p re fe re n c e  in  d e l iv e r in g  h is  
cam paign sp e e c h e s , "What G a r f ie ld  r e a l l y  l ik e d ,  a f t e r  a l l , ” 
comments Theodore C lark  Sm ith , "was th e  untram m eled ex 
tem pore sp eech , e i t h e r  in  th e  g iv e  and tak e  d eb a te  in  th e
6kHouse o r  on the  stump#"
The g e n e ra l im p ress io n  g a in ed  from an exam ination  o f  
th e  G a r f ie ld  Papers su p p o rts  Smith*© s ta te m e n t;  th© Papers 
c o n ta in  many ty p ic a l  o u t l in e s  o f campaign speeches*  O ften  
o u t l in e s  o f  campaign ad d resses  were made on th e  h o te l  s t a ­
t io n e ry  o f  th e  c i t y  where h© d e l iv e re d  th© speech* For ex ­
am ple, th e  speech  d e l iv e re d  a t  a mass m eeting sponsored  by 
th e  R epub lican  S ta te  C onvention in  s e s s io n  a t  Madison, Wls* 
cons in ,  Ju ly  23 , 1679* was extem poraneous# I t  i s  p ro b ab le  
th a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  o u t l i n e ,  w r i t te n  on the  s ta t io n e r y  o f  
th e  P ark  H o te l, in  M adison, was made on ly  a few days o r  hours
63  A Tribute o f Rea pec t . pp. 16-17.
^ S m l t h ,  I I ,  7 0 9 .
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b e fo re  th e  speech* P ro b ab ly  he had p re v io u s ly  made s e v e ra l  
s im i la r  sp eech es a lre a d y  in  th© campaign# Th© p r a c t ic e  o f 
making th e  o u t l in e  a  s h o r t  w h ile  b e fo re  the  p a r t i c u l a r  ad­
d re s s  does em phasise th e  extem poraneous n a tu re  o f  th e se  
speeches*  In  b o th  c o n g re s s io n a l and campaign speeches 
G a r f ie ld  showed a d ec id ed  p re fe re n c e  fo r  extem poraneous 
speak ing*  I f  th e  contem porary  testim ony  i s  a c c u ra te ,  I t  Is  
s a f e  t o  a s s e r t  t h a t  G a r f ie ld  was v ig o ro u s , a c t iv e ,  and dy­
namic in  h i s  d e liv e ry *  E# V* Sm alley , a contem porary , sa ld s
fils  manner in  h i s  speeches was f i r s t  engaging by reaso n  
o f  i t s  f ra n k n e ss  and m o d era tio n , and a f te rw a rd  im p ress iv e  by 
i t s  e a rn e s tn e s s  and v ig o r*  At the c lim ax  o f a sp eech  he 
g a th e re d  up a l l  th© fo rc e s  o f  s ta te m e n t and lo g ic  he had been 
m a rsh a lin g , said h u r le d  them upon h is  l i s t e n e r s  w ith  trem en­
dous fo rce*  H is eyes d i l a t e d ,  h is  form  seemed to  expand, 
h is  v o ic e  took  on a s o r t  o f  e x p lo s iv e  q u a l i ty ,  h is  language 
g a in ed  th e  h e ig h t  o f  sim ple  and m assive e lo q u en ce , and h is  
g e s tu re  became so e n e rg e t ic  and f o r c ib le  th a t  he seemed, a t  
tim e s , to  be b e a t in g  down o p p o s it io n  w ith  sledge-ham m er blows* 
th row ing  h i s  argum ents fo rw ard  l ik e  s o l id  sh o t from a cannon*®5
O ther ev id en ce  p o in ts  ou t th a t  G a r f ie ld  was e n e rg e t ic  
and e n th u s ia s t i c  in  h is  d e liv e ry *  A fte r  h is  r e p ly  to  Lamar 
in  1676, he r e l a t e d  he was g r e a t ly  ex h au sted  by th© e f f o r t ,  
and h is  c lo th e s  were "drenched in  p e r s p ir a t io n *  A fe llo w  
member o f  th e  W ashington L i te r a ry  S o c ie ty  spoke o f  th e  " a le c -
67t r i e  energy  w ith  w hich he marched th rough  a sub ject* '*
E. V* S m alley , " C h a r a c te r is t ic s  o f  P re s id e n t Gar­
f i e l d , "  The C entury M agaglne. XXIII (December, 1861), 172*
66Quoted in  Sm ith , I ,  60S*
^ k  Tribute o f Respect, p. 1 7 *
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A f te r  a  speech  on th e  f lo o r  o f th e  House, G a r f ie ld  w rote 
in  h i s  J o u rn a l ,  WI  used  to  / s i § 7  much v o ic e , and too  much 
m uscu lar fo rc e  as u s u a l . I  found mys©lf a good d ea l ex­
h au sted *
The te s tim o n y  o f  J* W* Kei f e r  in  h is  ad d ress  b e fo re  the  
S o c ie ty  o f  th e  Army o f  th® Cumberland, g iv e s  f u r th e r  in s ig h t  
in to  G a r f i e ld 's  b o d ily  a c t io n  d u rin g  h is  speaking*
G a r f ie ld  was by n a tu re  le f t-h a n d e d  and som etim es, when 
he ro s e  to  speak , he a t  f i r s t  seemed awkward* T his a l l  d i s ­
appeared  a s  h is  g en iu s  f la s h e d  ou t in  h is  f e r v id ,  m a s te r ly  
tre a tm e n t o f  h is  s u b je c t*  He then  appeared  an o r a to r i c a l  
g ia n t  — a su p erb  human machine in  a c t io n ,  d e l ig h t f u l  to  
behold*  H is g e s tu re s  were m ostly  w ith  h is  open u p l i f t e d  
l e f t  hand and made em phatic by s t r ik in g  I t  down, sometimes 
c len ch ed , in to  h is  open u p tu rn ed  r i g h t  hand*^9
In  h is  p a t r i o t i c  a d d re s s e s , ac co rd in g  to  Mr* A insw orth B*
S p o ffo rd , G a r f i e ld 's  "s led g e  hammer blows o f  h is  pow erfu l
70l e f t  arm (almobw h is  o n ly  g e s tu re )  en fo rced  h is  u t te r a n c e s * *
Mo ev id en ce  h as  b een  d isco v e red  in  th e  p r e p a ra t io n  o f  t h i s  
s tu d y  in d ic a t in g  t h a t  G a r f ie ld  ev e r mimicked an o th e r speaker* 
”So man sh o u ld  trad©  o f f  h im s e lf  fo r  a n o th e r , 11 he w ro te to  
H in sd a le , "however e x c e l l e n t  th a t  o th e r  may b e * " '
G a r f ie ld  p o sse ssed  a s tro n g , c l e a r ,  and p le a s a n t  voice* 
"He h a d ,” acco rd in g  to  G enera l J* W* & e ife r , M® m ag n ificen t
Jo u rn a l (November 16, 1877)
6 9  t
Quoted In  Sm ith , p . 704*
7°a T r ib u te  o f  R espect* p . 21*
^ L e t t e r  to  Burke A* H insda le  d a ted  December 2 , 1859*
G a r f le ld -H ln s d a le  F a c e rs *
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v o ic e ,  r e s o n a n t , w e l l  m od u lated , f a l l ,  under com plete c o n tr o l?  
c a p a b le  on o c c a s io n s  o f  g r e a t  vehem ence y e t  a lw ays p le a s a n t
72
t o  th e  ear*  1 F* M« G reen , a f e l lo w  s tu d e n t , who knew Gar­
f i e l d  w e l l ,  spoke o f  th e  l e t t e r ’ s rtde©p r ic h  v o ic e * w73 I* V*
S m a lley  d e s c r ib e d  I t  a s  ”a s tr o n g , fa r -r e a c h in g  v o ic e ,  p itc h e d
7itin  th e  m id d le  k e y ,” Dr* J# F* R o b iso n , a la y  p rea ch er  f o r  
th e  D i s c i p l e s  o f  C h r is t ,  t o ld  G a r f ie ld  when he was b u t a 
young man th a t  he had W ebster*s b r a in  and wlun g power said
ycf
m uscle  t o  su p p ort i t *
A fte r  a cam paign sp e e c h  on Septem ber 1 5 , 18?? , G a r f ie ld
w ro te  h i s  fa m ily :
X spoke In th e  p u b lic  sq uare where a p la tfo r m  had b een  
e r e c t e d ,  f a c in g  th e  w ind and h ear th e  ro a r  o f  wagons in  th© 
s t r e e t *  J u s t  a c r o s s  th© s t r e e t  b eh in d  m© th r e e  ca rp en te rs  
w ere f u r io u s ly  hammering on r o o f  boards to  p r o t e c t  a new 
b u i ld in g  from a storm  o f  r a in  and w ind th a t  seemed to  be  
th r ea te n e d *  Gnder th e s e  charm ing c ir c u m sta n c e s  X t r i e d  
f o r  an hour and a h a l f  to  make 5000 p e o p le  h ea r  me, and 
thou gh  X su cc ee d e d  i t  l e f t  mg soak ed  w ith  p e r s p ir a t io n  
and choked w ith  h o a r s e n e s s *7$
In  h i s  Jou rn a l G a r f ie ld  t o ld  o f  sp ea k in g  in  th© c o ld  a ir
a t  Twin l»akes, G hio, fo r  a lm o st two hou rs to  an e n t h u s ia s t i c
a u d ien ce  e s t im a te d  a t  3,OOQ*^7 Again he reco rd ed : f,At h a l f
Quoted in  Sm ith , pp* 70li-705«
7^G reen, p* 9$*
^ S m a l le y ,  l o c .  c i t . ,  p* 172*
7^Bundy, p . 225*
760uot©d in  Sm ith , I I ,  711-712*
77Journal {September 27, 187&).
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p a s t  one p.m* ad d ress  /a is iF  m eeting  o f  about 3000 p eo p le  in
nO
th e  open a i r ,  a t  West Farm ington*" On an o th e r  o cc as io n  he 
w ro tes  " I  u sed  too  much v o ic e ; b u t 1 f e l t  I  ^ s i c 7  was n ec e s­
s a ry  b ecau se  abou t $00 p eop le  were in  th e  a d jo in in g  room &
79h a l l  u n ab le  t o  g e t  in to  th e  h a l l* "
D uring  th e  s tre n u o u s  sp eak in g  sch ed u le  o f  a cam paign,
G a r f ie ld  o f te n  co tsp la ined  o f  h oarseness*  H is Jo u rn a l con*
ta in s  such  re fe re n c e s  a s :  " I  am v ery  h o a rse  and app rehensive
80o f  ay u n f i tn e s s  to  speak* • • *" tt. * « s u f f e r in g  from  a 
„8l  „
so re  th ro a t*  ”1 spoke about two h o u rs , very  s u c c e s s fu l ly ,
82though h o a rse ly * "  This h o a rsen ess  o f  w hich he com plained, 
seldom , i f  e v e r , p re v e n te d  him from speaking* While p re p a r ­
in g  a sp eech  on th e  E le c to r a l  Count In  1877 be w rote on 
Tuesday: " I  am v ery  anx ious to  speak  w ith  s a t i s f a c t i o n  to
m y se lf , b u t g r e a t ly  f e a r  th e  s t a t e  o f  my v o ic e .** On Wednes­
day : B 01 f o r  a vo ice*  I  have n ev er wanted one so much*"
However, on Thursday he reco rd ed  th a t  he spoke f o r  an hour 
and a q u a r te r  and "w ith  more ease  th an  u su a l* "  He added 
th a t  h e ,
Jo u rn a l (O ctober 2 , 1876)*
^ J o u r n a l  (Septem ber 9# 1876}*
80 Jo u rn a l (Septem ber 8, 18?8)*
fti
Jo u rn a l (March 1I4., l 8?6 )*
82Journal (October 6 , 1 8 ?6 )*
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* • .  n ev er had th e  a t t e n t io n  o f th e  House b e t t e r  n o r fo llow ed  
th e  lo g ic  o f  a case  more c lo se ly #  On th e  whole I  am b e t t e r  
p le a se d  w ith  th© speech  than  w ith  any one I  have e v e r  made*
3*t w i l l  n o t be so p o p u la r  as many o th e rs  I  have made, bu t 
w i l l  X th in k  reac h  a h ig h e r  c la s s  o f  m inds*”3
G enera l J# ®* K e lfe r  s a id ;
As a p u b l ic  d e b a te r ,  G a r f ie ld  e x c e l le d .  Xt was h is  
s in g u la r  good fo rtu n e  to  th in k  and come up to  h is  suprem est 
i n t e l l e c t u a l  s t r e n g th  on h is  f e e t ,  u nder the ex c item en t of. 
p u b lic  sp eech , r a t h e r  th a n  w ith  h is  pen when in  h i s  s e a t * ^
Andrew D* afh ite , in  h i s  au to b io g rap h y  gave th e  fo llo w in g  
acco u n t o f  one o f  G a r f i e ld 's  campaign sp eech es , a t  I th a c a ,
Sew York, w hich su g g e s ts  G a r f i e ld 's  e f fe c t iv e n e s s *
Of a l l  th e  thousands o f  p o l i t i c a l  speeches I  have h ea rd  
i t  was th© most e f f e c t iv e *  I t  was e lo q u e n t, b u t i t  was more 
th an  t h a t ;  i t  was h o n e s t ly  a rg u m en ta tiv e ; th e re  was no soph­
i s t r y  o f  any s o r t ;  every  s u b je c t  was tak en  up f h i r l y  and ev ery  
p o in t  d e a l t  w ith  th o ro u g h ly . One could  se© the  su p p o rts  o f  
th e  G reenback P a r ty  v an ish in g  as he w ent on# His manner was 
th e  v ery  o p p o s ite  o f  Mr* C o n k lin g 's ; i t  was k in d ly , h e a r ty ,  
as o f  n e ig h b o r w ith  n e ig h b o r - - in d e e d  every  p erso n  p r e s e n t ,  
even i f  g reen b ack e r o r  demagogue, must have s a id  w ith in  him­
s e l f ,  "T h is  man i s  a f r ie n d  a rg u in g  w ith  f r ie n d s ;  he makes 
me h is  f r i e n d   ̂nd « . • speaks to  me as su c h ."  Never was a 
sp eech  more s u c c e s s fu l*  I t  c a r r ie d  th e  e n t i r e  aud ience  and 
l e f t  in  t h a t  r e g io n  h a rd ly  a sh re d  o f the  g reenback  th e o ry .
* . * I  have o f te n  a l lu d e d  to  th i s  r e s u l t  as an answer to  
th o se  who say  th a t  sp eak in g  produces no r e a l  e f f e c t  on th e  
c o n v ic tio n s  o f  men re g a rd in g  p a r ty  m a tte rs#  • * • Th© m eeting 
ended , he asked  me, "How d id  you l ik e  my sp eech ?1* I  answ ered, 
" G a r f ie ld ,  I  have known you too  long  and th in k  too h ig h ly  o f 
you to  f l a t t e r  you; b u t  I  w i l l  sim ply say what I  would say  
un d er o a th s  I t  was th e  b e s t  speech  I  ev e r h e a rd .” This 
u t te r a n c e  o f  mine was d e l ib e r a t e ,  e x p re ss in g  my c o n v ic tio n  
and he was e v id e n t ly  p le a se d  w ith
^ Jo u rn a l (Jan u ary  23-25 , 1877).
SlxSmith, I I ,  70I4. (quoted  from H e i f e r 's  Memorial Ad­
d re ss  , in  S o c ie ty  o f  Army o f  Cumberland. 1885, P* 129)*
^ A u to b io g rap h y  o f  Andrew D ickson White (Hew Yorks 
The C entury Co. , 1 1905), 17 TB?*
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summaht
Th® d is c u s s io n  o f  G a r f ie ld ’ s d e l iv e ry  has been  o f  n e c e s­
s i t y  l im i te d  In scope, because th e  sp eak er l iv e d  n e a r ly  th re e  
q u a r te r s  o f  a c e n tu ry  ago* However, contem porary te s tim o n y  
g iv e s  a d eg ree  o f  I n s ig h t  in to  th e  sp e a k e r1a d e liv e ry *
I t  has been  found t h a t  G a r f ie ld  had a d e f in i t e  p r e f e r ­
ence f o r  extem poraneous sp eak in g  and used  th i s  method in  
d e l iv e r in g  most o f  h is  ad d re sses*  He d id , how ever, make I t  
a p r a c t i c e  th ro u g h o u t h i s  l i f e  to  p re p a re  o c c a s io n a lly  a 
sp eech  in  m an u sc rip t form* On such o ccasio n s he e i t h e r  read  
o r  memorized the  m anuscrip t*  H© p o sse sse d  a good memory, a 
f a c u l ty  o f  g r e a t  v a lu e  to  an o ra to r*
G a r f ie ld  was e n e rg e t ic  and e n th u s ia s t ic  In  h is  d e l iv e ry  
and gave g en e ro u s ly  o f  h i s  p h y s ic a l s t r e n g th  and v i t a l i t y  to  
th e  p r e s e n ta t io n  o f  a speech* His fa c e  was re sp o n s iv e , and 
he g e s tu re d  e m p h a tic a lly  w ith  h is  l e f t  hand* His v o ice  was 
d e s c r ib e d  as deep, f u l l ,  r i c h ,  re s o n a n t, w e ll m odula ted , under 
p e r f e c t  c o n t r o l ,  cap ab le  o f  g re a t fo rc e , and p le a s a n t to  
l i s t e n  t o .  These f a c t s  su g g e s t t h a t  G a r f ie ld  was dynamic 
and e f f e c t iv e  In  d e l iv e ry .
G a r f i e ld ’ s s ty l e  In  th e  e ig h te e n  speeches co n s id e red  in  
th i s  s tu d y  Is  marked by an o v e r - a l l  c la r i ty #  That i s ,  Gar­
f i e l d  made h is  Ideas end argum ents so c le a r  th a t  th e  l i s t e n e r  
e a s i ly  fo llo w ed  them as th ey  u n fo ld ed  in  th© speech# iSven 
though a p erso n  m ight d is a g re e  w ith  th e  argum ent, h© seldom  
cou ld  p le a d  th a t  he d id  n o t u n d e rs tan d  I t#
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G a rf ie ld * a  s t y l e ,  in  th e  p e r io d  under c o n s id e ra t io n , was 
f r e e  fro® the  f a u l t s  o f  v e rb o s i ty ,  o rn a te n e s s , p e rso n a l in*  
v e c tiv e  o r  v i tu p e ra t io n #  He d id  n o t use  humor and r e f r a in e d  
from i l l u s t r a t i o n s  c a lc u la te d  to  e n te r ta in *  G a r f ie ld ’ s o r a l  
s t y l e  in  t h i s  p e r io d  (1876*1380) wag c l e a r ,  c o n c ise , and 
more b u s in e s s  l i k e  th a h  declam atory* I t  was marked by ap t 
m etaphors, s im i le s ,  B ib l ic a l  a l lu s io n s ,  and e f f e c t iv e  use  
o f  in t e r r o g a t io n ,  and on o cc a s io n  reached  h e ig h ts  o f  v iv id *  
n ess  and im p ressiv en ess*  Y e t, G a r f ie ld  n ever ach iev ed  th© 
b e a u ty  o f  s t y l e  th a t  was th e  p ro v in ce  o f  W ebster, n o r d id  
h is  s t y l e  show th e  warm em otional ap p ea l o f  W illiam  Jennings 
B ryan, o r  th e  s im p l ic i ty  and power so c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  
L incoln* Perhaps th e s e  are  the  reaso n s t h a t  none o f  h is  
speeches have a t t a in e d  l a s t i n g  fame*
CHAPTER VII 
teCAFITULATIOH
T his s tu d y  has d e a l t  p r in c ip a l ly  w ith  th® speak ing  o f  
James A* G a r f ie ld  w h ile  he was R epublican  P a r ty  le a d e r  in  
th e  House« When G a r f ie ld  e n te re d  th e  U nited  S ta te s  House 
o f  R e p re s e n ta tiv e s  in  1863, he had beh ind  him a w ea lth  o f  
sp eech  e x p e rie n c e  and tr a in in g *  Hals background, w ith  i t s  
b a la n c e  o f  th e o ry  le a rn e d  from th© s tu d y  o f  Dem osthenes, 
Q u i n t i l l i a n ,  W hately and Cam pbell, and th® abundance o f  
p r a c t i c a l  ex p e rien ce  in  th e  l i t e r a r y  and d eb a tin g  s o c i e t i e s ,  
th e  p u l p i t ,  th e  stum p, and e d u c a tio n a l sp e ak in g , Is  no t to 
be under e s tim a te d  in  acco u n tin g  f o r  G a r f ie ld ’ s r i s e  to  
prom inence in  the  Congress* Few congressmen in  American 
h i s to r y  have e n te re d  th© House o f R e p re se n ta tiv e s  a t  th© 
age o f  th i r ty - o n e  w ith  such  a s tro n g  background in  speech* 
When G a r f ie ld  e n te re d  th© House, h© had a lre a d y  proved him­
s e l f  an e f f e c t iv e  d e b a te r ,  a pow erfu l p re a c h e r , a p rom ising  
l e c t u r e r ,  and a s tro n g  campaigner*
On th o se  is s u e s  on which he p o ssessed  deep f e e l in g s  and 
c o n v ic t io n s ,  such  as the f in a n c ia l  question® , d i s t r u s t  o f  
th e  D em ocratic P a r ty ,  th© American Union, and th e  v alue  o f 
e d u c a tio n , G a r f ie ld  spoke e f f e c t iv e ly  and in f lu e n c e d  many 
to  a c c e p t h is  views* On the  is s u e  o f  th© t a r i f f  h© was un­
ab le  to  b r in g  to  h is  speeohes th© same e th ic a l and m oral
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fore©  th a t  i s  seen  in  o th e r  sp e ech es , and i t  i s  n o t s u r p r i s in g  
th a t  h is  in f lu e n c e  on t h i s  is su e  and th e  is s u e  o f r e c o n s tru c ­
t io n  was p ro b a b ly  m ino r. G a r f ie ld  was a r e l ig io u s  man w ith  
a s tro n g  f a i t h  in  what he b e l ie v e d  to  be t r u t h ,  and when an 
is s u e  w ith  him was a c l e a r  cu t m a tte r  o f  r ig h t  and w rong, he 
d id  h i s  most e f f e c t i v e  sp e a k in g .
G a r f ie ld  knew som eth ing  o f th e  a r t  o f  r h e to r i c  and 
th o u g h t th© f i e l d  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  im portance to  p rep a re  a 
s e r i e s  o f  l e c tu r e s  on th i s  s u b je c t ,  which he p re se n te d  to  
the  s tu d e n t  body a t  H iram. G a rf ie ld * s  r h e to r i c a l  ph ilo sophy  
was c l a s s i c a l  in  tone  and judged by modern s ta n d a rd s  was 
fu n d am en ta lly  sound . I t  i s  c l e a r  th a t  G a rf ie ld  viewed r h e to r ic  
as a p r a c t i c a l  a r t ,  and f u r th e r ,  he d id  n o t f a l l  in to  th© e r r o r  
o f  overem p h asiz in g  te c h n iq u e s , a common f a u l t  among th e  ©lo- 
cu t ion  i s  t s  o f  h i s  day . I f  G a r f ie ld  i s  to  b© censu red  fo r  h is  
la c k  o f  em phasis on d e l iv e ry  in  h is  lec tu re®  and comments on 
r h e t o r i c ,  he i s  to  be commended fo r  the prom inent p la c e  he 
gave th e  a n c ie n t  canon o f  in v e n tio n  and fo r  h i s  com plete in ­
s i s te n c e  th a t  n o th in g  would ta k e  th© p la c e  o f  h o n es t and 
d i l i g e n t  work* He s t r e s s e d  th e  f a c t  t h a t  th e re  were no s h o r t  
cu ts  to  s u c c e s s fu l  speech  m aking.
G a r f ie ld  p o sse sse d  a sound l i b e r a l  a r t s  e d u c a tio n  and 
ach iev ed  th e  r e p u ta t io n  o f  b e in g  a s c h o la r ly  and in d e f a t ig ­
a b le  worker* On h i s  w r i t t e n  speeches he worked, as a r u l e ,  
e a r e f u l ly  ©nd a t  le n g th .  In  th© p re p a ra t io n  o f  h i s  extem pora­
neous sp e ech e s , he fo llow ed  th e  w ise  p rocedure  o f  f i r s t
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a c q u ir in g  * b reed  and thorough  background* H© re a d  w idely  
and f r e q u e n t ly  g a th e re d  in fo rm a tio n  from h is  co n v e rsa tio n s  
w ith  le a rn e d  men* The h a b i t  o f  tho rough  p re p a ra t io n  h elped  
to  c r e a te  h i s  r e p u ta t io n  o f  b e in g  a b le  to  g e t  and to  ho ld  the 
**ear o f  th e  House*0
The e t h i c a l  ap p ea l in  th e  G a r f ie ld  speeches was s i g n i f i ­
can t*  His sp eech es p re s e n te d  him a s  a man o f  in te l l i g e n c e ,  
good w i l l ,  and f a i r  p lay* His r e p u ta t io n  and appearance en­
hanced h i s  e t h i c a l  a p p e a l, b u t  G a r f ie ld  d id  n o t depend on 
p re v io u s  r e p u ta t io n  to  p r e s e n t  him in  a fa v o ra b le  l i g h t  in  
l i e u  o f  th e  speech* The ev idence  p re se n te d  in  t h i s  s tu d y  
w a rra n ts  th© c o n c lu s io n  t h a t  G a rf ie ld  d id  w in the  b a t t l e  to  
m a in ta in  h i s  e t h i c a l  ap p ea l in  s p i t e  o f  the  sc a n d a ls  w ith  
w hich h i s  name was a s so c ia te d *  While th© r h e t o r i c a l  c r i t i c  
must re c o g n iz e  t h a t  the  scan d a ls  d id  a f f e c t  h is  r e p u ta t io n  
a d v e rs e ly  w ith  some o f h ia  au d ie n ce s , y e t th e  f a c t s  show 
th a t  G a r f ie ld  was s tro n g  in  p e rso n a l appeal and s u c c e s s fu l ly  
a l ib i e d  h im s e lf  and h ia  cause w ith  th e  r ig h te o u s  and th e  good* 
Tima and ag a in  he b ro u g h t th e  fo rc e  o f  h is  m oral id e a lis m  to  
th e  d efen ce  o f  th e  p ro p o s i t io n  he was t r y in g  to  e s ta b l is h *  
G a r f ie ld  waa s k i l l f u l  and a d r o i t  in  h is  us© o f  e t h i c a l  appeal* 
In  th e  p e r io d  u nder c o n s id e ra t io n  in  th i s  s tu d y  G a rf ie ld  
made abundant use o f  ©motional p ro o f  in  h is  campaign speeches* 
This s tu d y  seems to  In d ic a te  th a t  such appeal c o n s is te d  la rg e ly  
o f  th o se  em otiona lism s In  vogue du rin g  th e  “e ra  o f  th e  bloody 
s h i r t mn £u© to  th© s e c t io n a l  b i t t e r n e s s  and i l l  f e e l in g  such
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o ra to ry  a ro u se d , i t  i s  n o t  p o s s ib le  fo r  th© r h e to r i c a l  c r i t i c  
to  commend o r s a n c t io n  th e  "bloody s h i r t ” appeal* I t  may be 
a sk in g  to o  much to  h a re  ex p ec ted  a s tro n g  p a r t i s a n  l ik e  Gar­
f i e l d  to  have r i s e n  above th e  "bloody s h i r t "  te c h n iq u e . 
G a r f ie ld 1a u se  o f  em o tiona l ap p ea l c o n s t i tu t e s  a shortcom ing  
in  h i s  o r a to r y ,  f o r  th e re  i s  a sh o r ta g e  o f  th e  h ig h  type o f  
em o tio n a l a p p e a l found in  the  g r e a t  speeches o f  L inco ln  and 
W ebster, and th e  tech n iq u e  o f  a ro u s in g  memories o f  th e  l a t e  
war i s  found to o  o ften *
G a r f ie ld  was s k i l l e d  in  g a th e r in g  and p re s e n tin g  evidence* 
He had a rem arkab le  c a p a c ity  f o r  s i f t i n g  a la rg e  mass o f  s t a ­
t i s t i c s  and g iv in g  them a c l e a r  and m eaningful p r e s e n ta t io n .
He was ju d ic io u s  in  th e  s e le c t io n  o f  te s tim o n y , f o r  he chose 
a u t h o r i t i e s  t h a t  had a h ig h  deg ree  o f  c r e d l t a b i l l t y  w ith  h is  
a u d ie n c e . G a r f ie ld  showed o r i g i n a l i t y  and a s tu te n e s s  In  the  
s e l e c t i o n  o f  many o f  h is  a n a lo g ie s ;  the  com parisons f i t t e d  
l o g i c a l ly  in to  th e  c o n te x t o f  h is  sp eech e s , and many tim es 
th e y  drove home h is  p o in t  w ith  g re a t  f o r c e .  The main weak­
n ess  In  G a r f i e ld ^  lo g ic a l  p ro o f  was h is  re a so n in g  from 
s p e c i f i c  in s ta n c e  in  which he o f te n  drew b road  co n c lu s io n s  
from  to o  few examples* His c a u sa l rea so n in g  was sometimes 
c h a ra c te r iz e d  by o v e r - s im p li f ic a t io n *  However, G arfie ld *  s 
lo g ic a l  p ro o f , viewed from th e  o v e r - a l l  s ta n d p o in t ,  was 
sfcron~* He p re s e n te d  an abundance o f  f a c t s  in  h is  sp eech es, 
and he d id  so lo g ic a l ly  and c le a r ly *
G a r f ie ld  d id  n o t d iv id e  h is  speeches in to  any s e t  nuiaher
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o f  p art® , such  as I n t ro d u c t io n ,  body, and conc lusion*  The 
number o f  main p o in ts  in  h is  a d d re sse s  v aried #  He gave much 
th o u g h t and ©are to  th e  b eg in n in g  o f a sp eech  and , on o c c a s io n , 
p rep a re d  s e v e ra l  in tro d u c t io n s  fo r  an ad d ress  b e fo re  f in d in g  
one th a t  met h is  approval#  His speech in tro d u ctio n ®  v e r i f y  
th e  c la im  in  h i s  Jo u rn a l o f  c a re fu l  work and p lan n in g  on 
t h i s  phase o f  th e  speech# G a r f ie ld  knew th© im portance o f  
a b eg in n in g  t h a t  was w e ll p lanned  and w ell adap ted  to  th e  
p a r t i c u l a r  a d d re ss  and occasion*
G a r f ie ld  alw ays had th© purpose o f  th e  speech  w e ll f ix e d  
in  h i s  own mind and he s t a t e d  i t  w ith  c l a r i ty #  H© gave th© 
speech  p r o p o s i t io n  in  th e  fo llo w in g  formas q u e s tio n  and 
answ er, cono iae  s ta te m e n t, im p l ic a t io n , and th© sls para*  
graph* However, more o f te n  he p re se n te d  i t  in  th© l a t t e r  
form . To have the purpose o f  th© speech  w e ll in  mind was a 
p a r t  o f  h is  r h e t o r i c a l  th e o ry , and i t  was seldom  th a t  h© 
d e lay ed  v ery  long  in  making th e  p ro p o s i t io n  known to  h ia  
audience# The ty p e  o f  speech  determ ined  th© p a r t i c u l a r  
p a t t e r n  o f  d iv i s io n  he used  in  deve lop ing  an address#  Gar* 
f i e l d  p r e f e r r e d  to  end h is  speeches w ith  an appeal o r  a re*  
s ta te m e n t o f  th® speech  purpose* The ev idence In  t h i s  s tu d y  
in d ic a te s  t h a t  th© co n c lu s io n s  o f h is  speeches were no t 
te n d e re d  as much c a re  and th o u g h t aa th© in tro d u c tio n *
I t  i s  no t p o s s ib le  to  g ive  a d e f in i t iv e  © valua tion  o f 
G a r f i e ld 1® o r a l  s ty l e  s in c e  we know he e d ite d  many o f  h is  
speech  te x ts  a f t e r  the  ad d ressee  were d e liv e red #  T his s tu d y
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su g g e s ts  t h a t  p ro b ab ly  G a r f ie ld  was ab le  to  ach iev e  a  s ty l e  
t h a t  was c o n c is e , t e r s e ,  and c le a r*  He c o n sc io u s ly  s tro v e  
f o r  c o n c ise n ess  end c l a r i t y  r a th e r  th a n  b eau ty  o r e legance*
He d id  a p p a re n tly  use language e f f e c t iv e ly *  His speeches 
were e n r ic h e d  w ith  a p p ro p r ia te  f ig u re s  o f  sp eech , and h is  
s k i l l f u l  u se  o f  in te r r o g a t io n  added fo rc e  and c l a r i t y  to  h is  
s ty le *  I t  i s  to  G a r f i e ld 's  c r e d i t  t h a t  he was ab le  to  avoid  
v e r b o s i ty  and o rn a te n e s s  in  h is  speeches o f  th© p e r io d  con­
s id e re d  in  t h i s  study*
While G a r f ie ld  o c c a s io n a lly  w rote © com plete speech  
m an u scrip t to  b e  re a d  o r  m em orized, he most f r e q u e n t ly  used 
th e  extem poraneous mode o f  d e liv e ry *  I f  th e  contem porary 
ev id en ce  i s  r e l i a b l e ,  th en  i t  may be concluded th a t  G a r f ie ld  
was e n t h u s i a s t i c ,  dynam ic, and e f f e c t iv e  in  d e liv e ry *  His 
v o ic e  was s tro n g  and p le a s in g ;  he was handsome in  appearance , 
and he g e s tu re d  fo rc e fu lly *  G a rf ie ld  t? threw  h im s e lf f* en­
t h u s i a s t i c a l l y  in to  the d e l iv e ry  o f  a speech  and on o cc as io n  
c o ^ l a i n e d  o f  b e in g  g r e a t ly  exh au sted  a t  th© co n c lu s io n  o f  
th e  add ress*
What o f  G a r f i e ld 's  p la c e  in  th e  h i s to r y  o f  American 
p u b lic  ad d ress?  G a rf ie ld  was very  human, and th e re fo re  had 
f a u l t s *  He was e a g e r  fo r  th© approval o f o th e rs*  His Jo u rn a l 
in d ic a te s  t h a t  h i s  p r id e  sometimes caused him to  keep s i l e n t  
when he shou ld  have ta lk e d ;  he was a s tro n g  p a r t i s a n ;  and on 
o c c a s io n  h is  judgm ent o f  men was poor* His o ra to ry  o f  the
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p e r io d  wm  p ro b ab ly  weak in  em otional p ro o f , and h is  s ty l e  
a p p a re n tly  n ev e r  reach ed  e x tra o rd in a ry  h e ig h ts  o f  s im p l ic i ty  
and beauty*  l e t  James Abram G a rf ie ld  was a man o f  I n t e l l i *  
gence, dynamic p e r s o n a l i ty ,  and c u l t iv a te d  a b i l i ty *  Born in  
o b s c u r i ty  and p o v e r ty , he developed  h ia  t a l e n t  in  p u b lic  ad* 
d re s s  th ro u g h  h is  in d e fa t ig a b le  In d u stry *  I t  was th rough  h is  
a b i l i t y  in  p u b lic  sp eak in g  th a t  he g a in ed  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  h is  
fe llo w  c i t i z e n s  on th e  W estern R eserv e . I t  was h ia  e f f e c t iv e  
r e l ig io u s  d e b a tin g  th a t  p lay ed  an im p o rtan t p a r t  in  In c re a s in g  
h is  p r e s t ig e  and u l t im a te ly  s e c u r in g  f o r  him th e  nom ination  to  
th e  s t a t e  l e g i s la tu r e *  Through h is  speeches he won th e  a t te n *  
t io n  o f  th e  n a t io n  and a ro se  to  th® le a d e rs h ip  o f  h ia  p a r ty  in  
th e  House* Again h i s  o r a to r i c a l  triu m p h  a t  the N a tio n a l Repub­
l i c a n  C onvention o f  i860  p la c e d  him in  a fa v o ra b le  l i g h t  b e fo re  
h is  fe llo w  d e le g a te s  and m a te r ia l ly  in f lu e n c e d  hi® u lt im a te  
s e l e c t io n  as th© c a n d id a te . G a r f ie ld  p o sse sse d  a un ique 
a b i l i t y  to  judge th e  tem per o f  an au d ien ce , w hether a mob In  
Hew fo rk ,  an assem bly in  W ashington, a n a t io n a l  p o l i t i c a l  con­
v e n t io n , o r an au d ien ce  o f  farm ers on th© W estern Reserve*
James Abram G a r f ie ld  was c e r t a in ly  a man o f  the  "spoken 
w ord ." He was adm irab ly  ©quipped fo r  the  o ra to ry  o f  h is  tim©j 
fo r  t h i s  was an age when th e  o r a to r ,  w ith o u t th e  a id  o f  a loud 
sp e a k e r , ad d ressed  au d ien ces numbering in to  th e  th o u san d s, and 
th e  cam paigner was w ith o u t modern com forts in  t r a v e l  o r  th e  
a id  o f  rad io  o r  te le v is io n *  The s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f h ia  speech
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making sh o u ld  n o t b© overlooked  In  acco u n tin g  fo r  G arfi© ld*s 
s u c c e s s fu l  r i s e  to  a prom inent p la ce  o f  le a d e rs h ip  in  h is  
p a r ty  and in  h is  coun try*
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